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Dear Shosuke, Henkry, Frank and Karens

We're almost at $1,000 received from & comen donorse I hope it keeps
up at that retes We're shooting for $10,000 from ull scurces, which should
keep us going for one year., There has been substential response from my
letier in the Rafu Shimpo. The news and letter from AFSC was very encoursginge
They've got their heads serewed on right on this issue, I even got & letter -
from Lillian Buker. Such ax massive waste, I sense that most of the letters
are- from hostile or suspicious Nikkei, JACLers, though I don't knowe One
was from a Kris Ikejiri. Maybe Ron doesn®t bave a copy of our bill?

I disagree with the directive thet "None of cur spokesman should say
anything directing (sic) opposing S16MT by neme." First, a directive is
not good forme At the very least, provide un argument for the recommends-
tion and include, if femsible, those who support the argument, Second, I
disagree with pussive resistance to S1647,.

B164T represents & vitel threat to redresse It hus un extremely good
chance of passage, . Do not deceive yourself with self-generated optimisme
The introduction of our bill will sérve to improve its chance of pussage,
Members of Gongress, when they realize that there is a redress bill, will
be put into &« quandary., They will égree with the moral point but be made
very uncomfortable with the fiscal coste Then, they will realize that here
is 81647, which is elso for redress -- ot least that's what its sponsor will
have Lo say sbout it. Morcover, its spousors are Japunese. Moreover moreover,
it has the blessing of the Japanese American Citizens League, the sole repre-
sentative of the Japanese community and sssociated with good ol' Mike Musaoka,
Given all this, they will immediately perceive 81647 as the escape road,
the loophole, the cop-outs S0, they will vote for it and congrutulate them-
selves, with the help of the JACL, for their untarnished sense of woral recti-
tude, :

In asddition, our present position is very weuke. HNo self-deception here,
either. Building & strong national organizetion takes time. We will be much,
much stronger a year from now. Hardly anyone in vast America kncws of our
existences That will change. Right now we are weake Without power, we must
fighte As we grow, we can afford to be genercus and reconcile our differences,

patch up the splits, meke friends with Senators lnouye, Matsunaga, end Hoyakeawe,

I think when one's poeition is weuk, one musi fighte Think & bit about 1942,
Shiketa i« Can't be helped, They've got the gunse. We've got to go along.

t I wonder, People like Joe Kurihare and Harry Ueno didn't give up and they
didn't go elonge Did they say things like "We donu't waut to split the J-A
community?"” I don't think 1942 ever cume to an end. We're living in continuity
with that time, It's“one helluva long story. The cast of charsciede hus
changed,s But the situation is the same, :
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Constitutionslly, I «m not & fighting men. I think the last physical
fight I got inte wes in grammer school, meybe the fifth or sixth grade. No,
I remember & pathetic fight I got into in junior high, maybe the eighhh or
ninth grades I'm not known to be uggressive, 80, I have to wonder when
I find myself straining at the leash to uttack S1647 and the betrnyal it
represents, W " f

I believe that only chance we have is to ereabe so wuch fuss in the
Congress about S1ELT that the senators druw beck and have enough second thoughts
@8 to cause its delay and posiponement and éventuasl demise in the 196th Congress.
It's a lot essier to do it in the senate than in the houses It's emsier to
find people in the states thex in the districtse I alsc think that this
is one of those cases where sweet resson is not going to do ite They have
‘got to hear from many Nikkei. You cun't convince & senator thet Inouye and
company do not represent Nikkei unless Mikkei themselves enfiasse speak out
against 81647. And who is to tell them to speak out? e A

If 841647 passes, redress is killed., No one cen predict what the Com-
mission will do. One possible scenario is that of angry Jupanese Americans
venting their wrath at the Commission and the JACL during th€ hearings. New
York, Chicago, snd Scatile sre sure to be very toughe There may even be
rebellion amongst the Old Guard JACLers who are uov being asked to make con-
tributions for the Commission bille What will they have bought with their
money? Whatever happens, a whole new effort will have to be mounved by some
people from some where.
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Another peint to consider is that 8,1047 may not be that difficult to
delay and thereby defeat, From & Congfessional point of view, nothing ls
lost by not pessing ite I think members of Congress see quite clearly that
this is an inconsequential bill. Non-pessege muy upeet the JACL; if they
perceive the JACL as sss-kissers, they may understand that it won't upset
them in terms of lost votes. The JACL is not ebout to conduct a campaign,
chould they lose, to defeat candidaves. Once not passed, the JACL's next
step should be gquite interesting. Do they re-introduce the bill? Will they
chicken ocut? Will they consider supporting our bill? There will be change
in the leadership by then. The 1980 convention could be quite lnteresting.

Ancther itactic that shuuld begin to show its effect pretty soon is the
choice made by our coalescing orgenizations. As orgsnizations join us, the
 JACL will find the door closed to theme For I am sure they will all be
aware of the Commission. Their decision to Jjoin us will, in part, be & decd-
sion sgainst the Commissione If the JACL fails to obtain substantial support
from other organiwations, they could begin to sense a growing problem with
their bill. One of our tactics, then, should be tc publicize the endorsementc
we receive? : g S , ‘
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I do hope the changes I made yesterday snd communicated by phone to Karen

were satisfactorye I think you should realize that I do not aet alone in Chicagoe

Most of the members of our Chicago bourd read the Op-ed piece and strongly
approved, I have others read 1t, too. The criticisms I've received have
been heerd and incorporated if I felt them corrbets I think I only rejected
two points. I also think I was misunderstood when I described Michi Weglyn's

‘reluctance to do the Op-ed piece, She said that the stendards were too high

for her, mtthutuhemmtubtgcnouahm. Muny of the names in the
Op-ed page are not well known st all, They do tend to huve crédentials, such

as a professor, un ekecutive director, a writer, or something. And in some

cases, the person is the important reusons for publication. But in others,

it is meuk the topic and its presentation. Moreover, the re-publication

of NYT articles in other uewspapers such as the Chicago Tribune is & funetion
of the Trib's on-going relationship with the NYT whereby it apparently receives
the right to publieh NYT articles to fill its puges wo or three dayc luter,
The re-publication is not adone becmuse of the importance of the person; it's
done to supply content, Seilence articles, for example, arc difficult to come
by and do not have to be particularly timely, I think redress way be in this
class.  The actual introduction of the bill is not that significent us a day-

L to-day mm., but it is of inverest, or becomes of interest vhen publiehed

in the N¥T, If the re ~pukiestpublication rights are alrendy there, why not?

I don't know hov much longer I will be unemployed, I om actively seeking
exployment,. My job resume doesn't read very well because of the many Jjobs
I have held in the past four years, beginning with the lust recessions I
pretty much bad to stert hear the bottom in 1975 and have been working my
way back upe I still haven't reached my 197k income level. I may never,
It doesn't watter much to me, I think I'd have to agree with the Confucian- .
ist-Teoist-Buddhist that wealth gets in the way,  I'm convinced, by now, that
ut the very least workm!brmwaoesmmthe e« This hiatus I've
been enjoying, I just realized, is longest non-work period in my life since
I graduated high school in 19%‘ o T could never be & Marxist-Leninist-
vhatever because I can't glorify It's o drudge. Maybe this (attitude
of mine) is the real I can't nm work, The point is that my produc-

W @go down drastically once I begin working again.

8o, I 'm hoping we can use and re-use the stuff that I've written to date.
By the way, I still bave not heard from the Chicago Deader. I did call the
Christian Century and vhey're still conaiderina.

Has m thought u‘bout writing & book? It might not be that hard,
There's a guy vho's made & mint publishing stuff in the computer field, One
technique he uses is to rearrange the same written material and to change
all the illustrations. He has & long series of books. :

Well, I think I've got it ull worked out of my system nov,

‘MQ,

William Hohri

e
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