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Attorneys charge U.S5. Goverrmment lied in Japanese

internment

By SFENCER SHERMAN

SAN FRANCISCO (UFPI) The Supreme Court authorized
the jailing of 120,000 Japanese during World War II
hased on Army a2nd Justice Department lies about the
Japanese—-American wartime security threat, lawyers for

three interned men charged Wednesday.

The charges including allegations the goverrnment
made up false charges of radio communications with
enamy ships are contained in a8 request by the three
men to the federal courts to reverse their criminal
convictions for refusing to submit to intermnment in

1942.

Government documents included in the lawsuit,
uncovered through the Freedom of Informstion Act, show
the federal government misled the court into believing
the internal threat from Japanese-Americans was greater

than it was, sasid asttorney Donald Tamaki.

Internment orders issued to 120,000
Japanese—Americans were validated by the high court in
1243 and 1244 when it ruled the Army used its war
powers legally to order the evacuation and internment

of Japsnese—Americans in the western United States.



*YI remember 40 yesrs ago, June, 1943, rattling in
g stinking cell in Multnomah County Jsil, Fortland,
Oregon. It could be justified if we can correct the

grave injustice,”™” said Minoru Yasuwi, of Denver, Colo.

Yasui, Fred Koremstsu, Ozkland, Calif., and Gordon
Hirabayashi, Seattle, challenged thaeir interment all
the way to the Supreme Court in the 1940s and their

cases weaere used to legalize the internment process.

The three spent the war interned after the Supreme

Court upheld their convictions.

**We are asking the courts to remove the darkest
hlot on American history,”” said Attorney Dale Minami,
YWe are asking not just for symbolism. We are asking
for something very simple justice that was denied to

these men 40 years ago.”’

**The evidence that should have heaen a2veilshle 40
years ago is available now,”” said Constitutional Law
Frofessor FPeter Irons, of the University of California,

San Diego.

That evidence shows 2 1944 memorandum from Edward
Ennis of the Alien control Unit of the U.5. Attorney’™s
office which sa2id, "It is highly unfair to th;s raecial
minority that these lies being put out in official

publications go uncorrected.”™”



The official pubklication refarred to amn Army
report, relezsed by Gen. John L. Dewitt, that sccused
Japaness in America of bheing 8 threat to the national
security, despite information to the contrary from

goverament investigastors.

The a2ttorneys sa2id the Federal Communications
Commission and the FBI found no evidence of short-wave
communcations between Jespanese-Americans snd enemy

ships in the Pacific Ocean, as the Aray had charged.

The original order of internment was filed in early

1242 by President Franmklin D. Roosvelt.

As 2 result, some 75,000 Jspsnese-Americans and
some 41,000 Japanese aliens living in the western
cosstal states were tazken to camps in other states

following the bombing of Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1%941.

Many Japesnese—Americans lost their homes and other
property because the dislocastion occurred so quickly,
but the three men in the petition a2re not asking the

govarnment for monetary damages.

A federsl commission on wartime internment is
curraently considering whether reparations should be

paid to the internees.
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