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42—years ago this waek the highest court in the land
ruled that Gordon Hirsbsysshit, 3 U-8 citizen born in
Auburn, was a8 threat to our national security. The
court ruled not becasuse of what the youna man did, but
baecauss of whom he resembled. Hirabayashi can raemembar

teitkinag at that time with an sgent of the FBRI.
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17m Frank Ake with Other Voices.

The bharrier of race was 2ll1 that seperated the young
tmiversity of Washincton student from the G-man. The
Supreme Court was told that the emergency of war with
Japan was 211t it needed to consider in deciding whether
a 253—year old pacifist—and by extension——120-thousand
Japsnese Americans, should be expelled from their homes

and incarcerated in barbed-wire camps.

This week and next Hirsbsysshit has returned to the
court in which he was originally convicted for
violating curfew and evacustions orders. He says the
argument that there was 8 military need to imprison U-5
citizens en masse, without hearings or trials, is not
horne ocout in the conversations of the responsible
ufficisls. Instesd he ssus telephone conversations show

the influence of farmers who coveted land.
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Hirabayashi’s suit now in U-8 District Court argues
thet officials in the Justice and War Departments wers
so intent on defending their decision to evacuate that
they supressed, slttered, znd Iin one case even l1Lit &
bonfire to destroy documents in his favor. He says
those documents showeaed there was no espionage being

conducted by Americans with Jaspanese faces.

Japanese Americans, he says, made 3 convenient
scapegoat for Pearl Harbor, and boosted the unity of

the American war effort. That unity is still evident
today. One war veteran this week interrupted court
testimony to shout, "It was a3 threat of invasion"—-—end

quote——that led to the incarceration.
Hirabayashi says it’s that lingering——and in his

view-——mistaken helief that he wants to settle once and

for 211 in court.
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We”1l hear more next week on Other Voices. Frank
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