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' Since ‘ tion have observed Day of
bout the histories of those
continue to work for
1 event by producing




Frank Abe ¢» Grace Shimizu

rank Abe is an alumni of Cowell college at UCSC and a founding mem-

ber of the Asian American Theater Workshop in San Francisco. Mr.
Abe is the son of a Heart Mountian internee, is native to the Santa Clara

Valley, and now resides in Seattle, WA with his wife and daughter.

Frank Abe is the director and producer of the film "Conciousness
and th stitution." In this film, the complete story of the largest orga-
i ce to wartime incarceration of the JAs during WWII is told.
/Abe spent ten years searching for the answer to the question,
ou resist?" After interviewing survivors of the resistance at
in, he found himself asking ai ew,question, "Why did you

st D
for Jap

d css bill and la

riends S ice Committee, A

ns called "Japanese America:
entd" ¥ ecffortsoer Ab

Asian violence, . ce and mtematlonal human nghts racism, reproduc-
tive rights, infant mortahty and violence against women.




History
apanese immigrants first came to

America in 1868, mostly as labor-
ers in search of a new life. They

imagined a land of opportunity and
freedom, but instead encountered a
land of prejudice and discrimination.

In an effort to control and
limit the Japanese American (JA)
population, the US government en-
forced several laws based solely on
race. They considered the issei, or first generation JAs, as “aliens ineli-
gible for citizenship,” and further stated that “aliens ineligible for citizen-
ship” were forbidden to own land or property. In their main effort to curb
the growing JA population, the government enacted the Gentlemans Agree-
ment of 1907 and the Ladies Agreement of 1924, both of which prohibited
the immigration of Japanese to the US. Despite this hatred and legalized
discrimination aimed torward all Asians, the JA community prospered and
grew with the birth of their children, the nisei, or American-born second
generation.

On December 7, 1941, the Imperial Japanese Navy attacked Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii. Due to this attack, most Americans became suspicious of
every person of Japanese ancestry, regard-
less of citizenship, and the Japanese soon
became “the most hated race in America.”

On February 19, 1942, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Or-
der 9066. This order confined over 120,000
persons of Japanese decent, two-thirds of
whom were American citizens, to concen-
tration camps. Evacuation notices were
posted throughout JA communties, stating
which assembly center to go to, and bring
only what one could carry. JA families gave
up their homes and businesses, selling at
prices far below their worth.

JAs were separated from their homes, families, and friends, shuttled
into assembly centers, then sent to “relocation” camps. Dispersed in camps
throughout the nation, secluded behind barbed wire, and shunned from the
rest of society, JAs struggled to continue with their lives and communities.




For the duration of their internment, JAs
found solace only through their determi-
nation and perserverence.
After the release of most JAs in
1945, the looming question was, “Where
would JAs resettle?” The government
hoped that resettlement in places like
Cincinnati or Chicago would break up
the prewar patterns of “clustering” on the
Pacific Coast. However, many thousands
of JAs wanted to reestablished their roots
in California, Washington, and Oregon.
They wanted to return to their old homes
» and jobs, but because of their time ille-
gally incarcerated, they could afford to keep neither their lands or busi-
nesses, and therefore were left with nothing.

In 1948, Congress passed the Japanese American Claims Act, an
act requiring the government to compensate JAs for their losses. It was an
important act symbolically, but financially it did not nearly fulfill the amount
that JAs needed to reestablish themselves. Property value increased on the
West Coast and the amount of money the JAs could have made while in
camp was not taken into account. Most JAs did not see any monetary com-
pensation until the movement for redress and reparations several decades
later.

The redress movement had its origins in the 1970s when the sansei,
or third generation, vocalized their concerns regarding their parent’s and
grandparent’s experiences. They wanted either an official apology from
Congress, a more reasonable monetary compensation, or both.

In 1981, the Commission on the Wartime Relocation of Civilians
was formed by Congress to investigate what had happened to Japanese
Americans during WWII. The Commison '
held hearings across the country, taking tes-
timonies from federal officials, wartime of-
ficials, and internees. Very few JAs had
talked to their families about their wartime
experiences, and even fewer publicly spoke
about their experiences. JAs are taught that
individuals should not bring shame or dis-
grace upon the group, and since being put in
concentration camps seemed disgraceful,
they did not talk about their experiences. The




Redress Commision issued its report, “Personal Justice Denied,” and called
for five recommendations:

1. A formal apology by Congress

2. Presidential pardons for persons who had
run afoul of the law while resisting the war-
time restraints placed upon Japanese Ameri-
cans.

3. Congressional recommendations to govern-
ment agencies to restore status and entitlements
lost because of wartime injustices.

4. Congress to establish and fund a special
foundation to “sponsor research and public
education activities...so that the causes and cir-
cumstances of this and similar events may be
illuminated.

5. A one time, tax free payment of $20,000 to
each Japanese American survivor who had been
incarcerated because of ethnicity during World
War II.

President Ronald Reagan signed these recommendations into the Civil
Rights Act of 1988, along with two subsequent appropriations bills. The first
appropriation checks were issued on October 9, 1990, more than forty-eight
years after the mass incarcerations began. While the fight for redress was a
victory, it did not in any means compensate the ways in which internment had
affected the lives, and future generations of JAs, nor did it erase the memories
of those who were forced to live behind barbed wire.







About Camp

he signing of Executive Order 9066

legalized the mass removal of over
120,000 people of Japanese heritage.
Japanese Americans and Japanese “en-
emy aliens” from Hawaii, Latin America
and Canda, were taken out of their com-
munities and imprisoned in military de-
tention centers for the duration of the
war. Japanese Latin Americans were
abducted by the US government as pris-
oners of war for future exchange with Japan for “American” military hos-
tages.

Many Japanese Americans first found themselves in temporary “evacu-
ation” camps, known as Assembly Centers. Assembly Centers, like Tanforan
or Santa Anita, were converted racetracks, unfit as housing for the thousands
of people who were forced to move there. A single horsestall often held a full
family of parents and children. After a few months internees moved from
assembly center to more remote “internment camps.”

The War Relocation Authority, the department in charge of the re-
moval and internment of JA’s during the war, built 10 internment camps and
27 US Department of Justice internement camps in the non costal areas of the
US. Each camp was located in extreme climates, the high altitude desert of
Manzanar, California to the swamp and delta of Rohwer, Arkansas. Living
quarters were constructed with little consideration of the harsh conditions of
wind, snow, and mud. Cracks in walls and roofs provided little insulation or
protection from these elements.

Like assembly centers, camps were cramped, one family sharing a
space of 20' by 24'. Restrooms were located away from the blocks of bar-
racks that served as neighborhoods. Most people were shy about using the
toilets and showers which were built with no doors on the stalls. The laundry
room was always crowded, clothe was washed by hand with water fetched by




buckets. No provisions for cooking were
available, all meals were provided in mess
hall style dining facilities with organized
eating times and tastless food.

Despite these inhumane conditions,
many of those in camp were determined to
bring a sense of dignity back to their lives
and communities. Internees set up schools
for their children, recreation programs for
the elderly, and some adults found work in
camp. Internees also used art and creativity
as outlets in camps. Beautiful community
gardens, masterful paintings, intricare crafts
and music bands allowed for self expres-
sion.

Act of resistance was also a form
of expression that was taken up by groups
of internees. Demonstrations, public state-
ments, and even violent protests were staged
against the WRA and the US Army. Draft
resistors soon became targets of segrega-
tion and more harsh treatment.

At detention centers run by the De-
partment of Justice, the administration carried out military rules, and searches,
interrogations, and segregation. These camps held all those who were not
from the West Coast. Japanese Latin Americans were also held in these camps,
to serve a specific political purpose.




Draft Resisters

‘gTwo generations of Americans have grown

to adulthood believing that Japanese Ameri-
cans spent three years in camp and lost all their civil

rights without protest or resistance, and I was never
satisfied with that answer when I was growing up"
~ Filmmaker Frank Abe

Americans are taught that when the Japa-
nese American (JA) community was interned over
fifty years ago, they went in silence. They are taught
that JAs took what they could carry and disappeared
quietly, settling into camps to prove their loyalty
and thinking to themselves, Shikata ga nai (it can’t
be helped).

As with everything, to believe this as the
entire truth is dangerous and wrong. Strong acts of
resistance did exist, and some of the internees fought
for their basic civil rights. Filmmmaker Frank Abe
in "Conscience and the Constitution," tells the story
of the Fair Play Committee of the Heart Mountain
camp in Wyoming. This committee was formed by
internees who refused to be drafted by the US army.
They first wanted their rights as citizens to be re-
stored and thier families released from camp. A to-
tal of 85 young JA men were prosecuted and incar-
cerated for draft evasion, they served two years in
prison for standing up for their rights.

Leaders in the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL), a group
formed by several nisei in the 1930s to promote Americanism, felt JAs had
"to prove their loyalty through cooperation." Due to this motto, the JACL
aided in the incarceration of their community, and publicly criticized re-
sisters, calling them draft-dodgers and traitors.

After the war, resisters continued to struggle. They were ostracized
from the JA commumty and had difficulty fi dmg _]ObS The draﬂ re31sters




]apanese Latin Americans

any know about the struggles of Japanese

Americans during World War II, yet only
a handful realize the tragedy of Japanese Latin
Americans (JLA). From 1941 to 1945, the US
Government deported nearly 2,300 men,
women, and children from 13 different Latin
American countries. JLAs were held as hostages
by the United States to be exchanged for Ameri-
cans held by Japan.

Those interned from Latin American
countries were shipped over international bor-
ders, had their passports confiscated, and were detained at the hands of the
US government. Pronounced as illegal aliens, JLAs were then sent to in-
ternment camps controlled by the Department of Justice. The majority were
interned at Crystal City, Texas, where they were housed with those of Ital-
ian and German ancestry during the war.

Despite the end of World War II, JLA struggles continued. Thou-
sands were denied re-entry into their homelands, and the 1800 from Peru
were denied readmittance by the Peruvian government despite their citi-
zenship, or marriage to Peruvians. Because of this action, between Novem-
ber of 1945 until 1946 many were exiled to Japan, and those who stayed in
the United States had to fight deportation. Their continual activism and
committment for justice allowed close to a hundred JLAs to return to their
homelands. Only in 1952, did the United States government finally agree
to allow JLAs the rights to permanent residency and citizenship.

Although the JLAs have fought for an apology, justice and redress,
Since the end of World War II, the education and compensation for JLAs
still remain unfulfilled. In the Mochizuki settlement of 1998, an agreement
was reached that allowed JLAs to apply for the possibility of a $5000 pay-
ment. Sadly, due to the “depletion of funds” only 145 of the 729 who ap-
plied under this settlement received their money.

In 1999, 4.3 million
dollars was allotted by the US
government to allow the appli-
cation process of compensa-
tion to begin again. However,
the US government has denied
an apology to late applicants
and internees.
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I don't think so, but that's my opinion. .. 3
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“Consciousness”
brought to you by JASA 2001 of UCSC
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