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'FAQTOHS BEHIND GITIZENSHIP RENUSCIATION

JAOL Oongern im Thig Matter
Bald unuouncements that Over gix thousand American citi- (ac‘en
zens of Japanete &noestry have applied for repuncktion of thousand
tnelr oltivenship naturaily disturbed the Amerisan publioc. to date)

Po all American oitizens of Jupunese anocestry this matter
is of especial conoern becauss 1t detracts from the efforts of
so many who are proving thelr loyalty on thae oombat fronts,
before the bdar of public opinion, and on the oraduction fronts
ut home. AS8 &N organization gomposad of loyal Ameriocans af
Japanese encestry, the background for this disturbing situa-
tion, we fsel, should be made known %o Ur. John Burling, Spec-
jal Lxecutive Assistant of the Department of Jusetlice who has
indicated his interest in this situation.

tbis reporf to hi# is a parsial end incomplete attempt
to delve into the bakground CIURSE of those who are repudiating
their american citizenashlp.

Througy information gained in conversations with those
who aie sware of conditions in fule Lake, &® well ae those

who have relatives there, the following faotors may bhe oon= ‘¢
gideied as causative. ;
§eérggu§;9ng§og}or Community

P ressuzxe. The Tule Lake Segregation Center ig & cowm—
munity comsposed of persons activatee by a common desire Lo
be gont to Japan, Thia has come to be regerdes uwg thu near-
est sur2st "port to Japan." Neturally as the predominunt
sentiment, im Japaneae in tone, coummunity pressure by lesel
and kibei, particularly, has been exerted in the direction
of discoursging overything identified as Ameriocan. Ninor
children, &s well as thoae who wanted to remin and keep the
feimily circle intact heve baen subject to thiks pressure,
whioh was actually the threat of physical violenos agalingt
those who manifested tralts or tend neies whioh could be inter-

preted as American.

This segregation of repatriates and expatriatss could
not result in any but attifudes which can be construsd &s
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opposed to Amerioan ideals, The more vociferous elements gnir
gontrol and bull-dozed the community into complete scoeviance
of Japnnese ways.

Reports have been heard that a foim of X=xXx blackmall has
been perpetrated upon those who attempted to leave Tule Lake
chregat 9n Oenter. Suoh relocatees have been terme¢ "Amerler
gspies” and inimical to the $nterests of the oamp. indicative
of ineffectual polioing snd thelack of peace and order ls
that perpetrators of violence have not been apprehended. Frei
sure groupe had thus beecn glven tsclt encouragement to ruls
the camp,

2. Aoceptanoe of Axis PIOpPpsSgsan d e,
"he recent speotnoLe of svacuation and relocation center liv-
ing have given grester credence to Hadio=-Tokyo propsganda
that thie i¢ & raee war., The long history of anti-~Japanesc
persecution on the weet congt givee adéitlonel weight to this
Axis line. :

gince a reported £5 per cent sre fluent in the Jaoanese
lzngur.ge and lese proficlent in Efglish, they bave been sus-
geptible to Japun influences, short wave Japanese broadoasts,
and to Tokyo claime se carried in the Jap&nece newspapers.
The tempering influenoce of Americean newgpapeis, negstines,
radio, end orgenizations is absent, Those which do ciroulate
are dismiesed as American propaganda.

It 1a regrettable that attempts to Amerlcanize £nd nro-
mote the merites of demooracy have not been disseminanted to
counteract the distinctly foreign and artifical atmoaohere,
promoted by Kibel and some Issel imbued with the nationalism
and militariem of the laet eight years off Japan.

3. GhreaRes 30 AVaid Nenpe) BSIY 1¢ e
1t is geners)ly soknowlecdged that smong the =ore veoal and
militent sre Kibei who left Japsn to svoid mllitary service.
Now, faced with the draft in this country, many fof these
Kibei are teking this mesne to avoid combat service. With
few exceptions, Japenese Amexicans ¥nducted into our simed
forcee are being eent to the combat fronts. Nnoturally the

oppertunity to sidestep combntant risks is utilized by many.

Many of theee ¥ibel were originelly sent to Japan by
their parents end supported by femily remlittances. These
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American dollars when converted to Japanese yen permitted
almost luxurious living. Oonsequentlp, many Kibeli had become
irresponsible drifters and plgyboys. Andy ohange to uvoild
battle is being sslzed upon.

4, I neecur i ty. The peucity of finsnciel aid to

those who would raslogate nes given rise to & senee of insecur-
ity about going outeide, especiully those who arxre not too sure
of their being able to sarn & living due to languege and custom
handicaps. HReturn to Japan is an e¢asy alternative when faced
with the neoessity of immediate declelon for either relocatiog
or militery service. At least, they feesl they would be among

their own people in Jepan.

There are thoce who have become 80 distraught Ly the
series of foroed vecete oxders issuasd by the government thet
they prefer to remain in Tule Lake rather than repeat the
pracesses of being moved agein so they accept their segregeted
status matter=of-fectly.

There 2re those whoze pride dissusdes them from accepting
eny form of assictance which would be seen as cherity. Thay
prefer to remain in Tule Lake snd even renounce American cit-
fzenshlip. It has been reported that some Kibsl ave utilizing
thie reénunclation of oitizenship &8s a means to cancel debts
incurved among their own friends., They «re sslzing upon thise
mesng &5 & sort of tacit bankruptey.

5. beock of Hepgponsible Leaderahdiop.
at tle outset of war responsible leuders were solzed by govern-
went agencles and detnined., Men who through years of seBvice
in the comwunity »ere respected and wnose advice was considered
sound are still interned. The benefit of their leadership

has been markadly abeent in Tule lLake. PThe counsel and pres-
ence of men who were formerly leaders would have doge much {o
discourage Nisel from renouncing their citizeanship,

6., Lo ck ofConfidenece. KEibel #ho have baan
iiving Inan allen gavironment moet of their lives have uat-
urally little confldence in thelr ability to wake @ liveli-
bood in America. Thelr acceptance by the Jepanese government
for peesage to Javan would only be possible by their ranun-
ciation of Awericen citisenship. Meny have seized upon this

change.
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CQEtaot with U.H. government oftioci~ls in whe xsceant
past whG have displayed a condescending manner or who heve
been antagonistic in their questioning have crystallized n
feeling:that their plece is not in this country,

7 $henging SBent iment. HLeoent reportsg indl-
orte that there have been nuny Tule Laks residante who bave
written to fiiencs vsking sbout rc¢loeation poszibilities on
the outeide., This includes elso Nigei =nd Kibeil who have
renouncsd thedr Amerioen citizenship, '

The uncertainty of 1life in Jepan, plue = Alsgust of cemp
1ife bec2use of the intemperate acts of nationnlistic Kibet,
&ccount for this ohange in eentiment end the dealire tn lenve
Tvle lske,

COROLUBION

The foragoing doas not attempt to be an exnert dimgnosis
of conditlons in Tule Lake nor ie it = comnlete recitsl of
exusaer boblnd the renunciation of Americen citizenship,

Conugider the wide dlvargences in the alturtion of Japane
eese Amerlcans todsy: On the one hsdg, the wsgnificent ver-
formance of J panege Awarcie:n soldisre, exemplified in the
confidence in Ameriosn democracy,

On the other hend, the exhibit of = Tule Loke Segreps-
tion Center und the wholescole Tonuncistion of imericen citiven-
ship thereln wight well be indicstive of the extreme to which
rage blgotry bae driven & confueed ané harzesed pegment of the
populsation,

GCharacterlaing thom ss veople of 1itsle frith cannotg
Ob&sGuile ihw wiightz and injustices whion have compellied them
to this stand. Thosc who =re chaxged with the administration
of this minority esn do muoh to restore hope in the uitimnte
procesees of American fairplay,

Reapeetfully submitted,

Joe Grant Yagsoka
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE

March 28, 1945
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