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REGISTRATION AT HEART MOUNTAIN

when the army announcement was released throuéh the Sent~
inel, the qenter newspaper, the residents accepted it as a
matter of fact. Perhaps ¢any felt that it was Just a newspaper
story, although the editorial emphéslzed the lmportance of the
announcement én the Nlsel. |

To state that no reaction was evident during the period
mey be a misnomer. Those who underestood the serlousness of
the announcement did express thelr viewpolnts. Oﬁ February 5th,
one week later, an informal poll was conductsd and teletyped
to John C. Baker, Chief of Reports Office, Washington, D. C.
It was stated in the repoft that "a few words upon the integ-
rity of the Japanese in America hy the Preslident or soae other
high-renking officlal would help condlderably. A clearcut
elucldéation 1s still lacking on Nisel stetug® and thet "most
question the feasibility of an all Nisel cowdat unit.".L

It was not until Februéry 6th when the Sentinel headlined
"aroy, WRA Registratioh Starts® did the residents who a con-
certed.reactlon. The Sentinel ealso announced tihiat & recruiting
team lekd by Lieut. Ray IlcDaniels had arrived to confer with
the Project Director, the Block Cheirmen, and thd4 keanagers.
To further explain the progrem, the Lieutenasnt also conducted

two or three of the propcsed series of meetings at the Blockd.

1 See addendum.
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lleanwhile many small and informal groups gathered and
openly discussed the program. Many clalmed that our rights
as Amerlican cltlizens should be clarified before registration.
There were those who thought that tﬁe registration should be
carrlied out as announced and questions whould be anewvered
according to individualt's dlscrétion. |

Before going into the.actual dliscussion of the meeting,
perhaps a few words on the mekeup of the body and the general
mood would help. There were a few individuals who_had alrgady
made up thelr minds to volunteer. (See Attached). The group
was not entirely composed of individuals who were thlnking of
terns of future Amerlca. There waa a very strong minority of
those who had no confidence or faith in future America. Then
there were those who were all-out for America, but vho wented
clarification of citizenship status Wefore registering. This
group cémposed a decided majority. To meny, thé sacrifices
madé and injustices felt beczuse &4 the evacuation were still
fresh 1n thelr minds. Very little had been done to soothe
thelr feellngs. Long before registration was to start, & plan-
ned program should have been foll&wed including favoraole pro-
paganda via newspaper and radlo (unlike Denver Post's articlse
on Amache camp), wider and more definite relocation poliéy (not
merely domzstlic jobs and such), and opening up of defense Jobs
to the evacuees. This would have helped to prepare the evacuees
: psychologically for the actual registration aid they would have

been less susceptible to the arguizents of the adverse group.
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Perhaps this will explain why the meeting was 8o difricult to
conduct. Most of them opposed & combat unit composed of Nisel,
and others were dublioys as to what Question No. 27 implied.
But many, 1t aws an opportunity to present past grievances.

These small gatnherings climaxed in one mass meeting held
Wednesgay, February 1lOth at one of the Blocks. At this meeting
1t was voted that each of the 20 blocks send 5 representatives
fo form a "congress" so that a definite stand could be mzde to
the Administration and Washington.

The "congress" first met Thursday, February llth.. A roll
call shoﬁed that every block was represented. A temporary
chairmen and a secretary were elected. Discussion on what
proper steps should be taken was opened.

After a prolonged discussion on what the issue was, the
body adopted a wire to be sent to other relocatloﬁ centers so
that a unifird stand could be tnken and presented to the proper
authoritics. This wire wgs lmmedlatély dlspatched to other

2 The tempo of the first meeting was that clarifica-

centers.
tion of status was all importent. A list of resolutions, num-
bering 14,3 was proposed, axad condensed into 4 major resolutions

which were:
1. Clarification of cltizenship status

A. Clarification of the objJectives of the
present and the post-var problems as
they concern the Japanese.

B. TImmediate clarification of Civil Sertice
and war defense industries cstatus

C. Guarantee gll brancheg of ar e
open to Nilsei. S e

2 and 3 See Addendum,
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wexre not delegated the power to vote on any issue.

One individual who claimed that he represented the iibeil
group addressed the body upon thé lmportance of close harmony
and coopefation between the Nisel and the Kibel.. He alse
stressed that one should beware of the under-current movement
which has been dlsbanding many organlizations. OCne can derive
¢ne's own conclusion as to what thls 1ndividual was driving at.

The questlon again arose as to what was the maln issue --
the 1ssue which had cnoused so much discussion and the formation
of the Ccongress®, 1as it the clerification of status, or was
it question 277 A prolonged debate ensued. As a result, it
was suggested that reglstration be completed with a quélified
answer for qQuestion 27. That night another block meeting was
called and & report was made of what had occured at &he ficongr-
ess" during the course 6f the day.

The block mesting at which the writer was present was rel-
atively quiet and scoothly conducted. It was coéommendséd that
all regleter, end that it was the 1lndividual's sacred right to
decide whether or not to volunteer. Those who did not wish to
volunteer untll citizenship status cas clarified, or until
drefted, or for some other resson, were to so quallfy their
ansviers to questlon 27. Those who wish to expatriate or re-
patriate were to do so. 1In short, the 1indivicual was to act
accordirg to hils conviction and discreticne

It v2s 1n the meeting the following day that the question

“why ehould we reglster® was preecented by & few individuals

who cleimed that their blocks did not ganctlon reglstration



At the same time, discussion arose agaln on the implica-
tion of Question No. 27. Many did not know vhat the question
impllied. Some thought that an unqualified "Yes" would auto-
matically make them voluntéers., Others felt that if this were
the implication, a unified answer -- "Yes" or "No" with quali-
fication -- would bring to the attention of the administration
the need for clarifcation of status. Seeing that an authores
ltative interpretation regarding this question was necessary,
an individual was sent to confer the question with }eDaniels.

According to licDani2ls, Questlion No. 27 vould have peen
answered in many wayse If tne individual did not wieh to
volunteer at the present time, he coudd answer "Yes®, with
qualification. And he stated@ that "the only time one volunteers
18 wlth an unqualified 'Yes8"., He further statdd that 1if the
reglstrant answered "No" to that particular question, "the Army
or the War Deprptment would not see the questionna}pg end they
would have no contact with individuals® and that "he will be
the scmz 2s any others here seeking outtide employment".4

However, h the Sentinel supplenment, series 32, dated
February 18th, Projedt Direetor Robertson 1ssued a statérent
on reglstration in which he declared "When question Nol 27 is
answered "Yes" it does not mean you are volunteering for ermy
duty. To volunteer for anpy duty you mist fill out Form 265%.
Questicn 27 and 28, according to Robertson, were loyalty queste
ions. Such conflicting ﬁ?terpretations by two officaals_only

added further confussion.
"4 See Addendunm 4.



As a result of the final "congress" meeting helg Siturday,
February 13th, a reeolution was adopted requesting the Admin-
istretion to postpone reglstration until all mattere, particu-
larly citizenship status, had been clarified. Two letters which
were previously read to the body were to be incorporated and
eubmitted to the Administration to show the nedd for postpone=

ment§&7

The chelrman then asked for a voté of confldence and
asked 1ndlvidual representatives for thelr support.

lloet of the representatives did not posscss the authority
to act upon t:e 1sesue "not to reglster®. They were delegated
only certaln powers, &ainly to report back to the block.

Alternatives 1f the Administration did not grant poetpone~
ment were dlecussed. It was declded to answer Question 27 with
slnilar qualifications by all individulds.

A comnifttee wes appointed to forvord this res2iution and
to confer with the Project Director. The Project Director then
stated that "Any wilful interference, threct, 1nt1;1dation, or
false rumor is a violatlion of the Esplonage and Sedition leays
of the United Statss and carried the penalty of a $10,000 fine
or 1rpriecnuent for not more then 20 years, or toth, It is the
duty of every citizen to weport such violation.“8 He advised
the representatives that registration be conducted as scheduled
end that when refgfigtration had been completed, he would support
eny movewment for xlarification of status.

As a redult of the statcment, the "congrees" dlebanfed, rce

coziending the residents to reglster and held the Army &nd the




WRA to expedite the progrem.

When regletration was completed, 1t was learned that 6n1y
37 had volunteered. In comparigon wlth the Relocation Center
at Mlnnldoka where approximately 300 volunteered, the result
was very discouraging. It 1s the writer's opinion that this
dlsmal showing was due to various factors.

Reviewling the écoount éf the whole registration progrem we
find many inconsistencies in statement and poliey on the part of
the officlals conducting the program.

Pertalning to Question No. 27, McDanle?s stated tnat the
only time one volunteers 1s with unqualified "Yes®. Robertson
1ssued the statement that "tYhen Question No. 27 is ansyered tYeg",
1t does not mean you are volunteering for srmy duty." McDaniels
stated that an unqualified "No" would not heve any effect on the
1nd1vidual'by the Army or War Depirtment. Robertson stated that
1t was & loyalty question and that 1f the question is answered
iNoM™ 1t would indicste disloyalty unless qualifiéd;by good and
sufriclient percsonal reasonst,

To futher 1llustrate that confusion was evident, sowme of the
gualified apewcroé were: "Yes" or "Nof®, if or until citizenship
status was clarified.

The wirter feels that the confusion on this question could
have been eliminated 1f those persons vho drew up the question=-
neire realized the predicament the residents were in. The quest-
ion should have hed two parts: 1) as stated; 2) will you volunteer.

Perhaps more vould heeve volunteered if they were permitted
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to enlist in any brach of the armed force. Many were vary that
an all Nisel combat unit would be & reoocurrence of the rumored
Negro battallon of the last war.

In other questions, too, it was evident that those who drew
up the questionnaire did not understand the background and nature
of the residents. 1In the alien peglstration, Question No. 28 was
stated thus: 9Will you svear an unqualified alleglance to the
United States of Amdrica and forswear any form of alleglance or
obedlence to the Japanese emperor, or any other forelgn govern-
ment, power, or organization?™ The problem arises that if the
aliens "forswore alleéiance or obedlence to the Japanese emporer
they willl be man without a country. This is so, if ene realizes
that théy are not elligible to become naturalized. However this
partlculer questlion was reworded with the permission of the WPRA,
tachington.

In the simllar question for the cltizen, some were dublous
as to what an M"unqualified alleglance" neant. Did;it zan al-
leglance to Amerilca, right or wrong? In vhich case this partice
uler individual would have t6&d no. Or did it mean allegiance
over preference to other country? In wihich case he wvould have
sald yed. Each of the questions of the reglstration was condldered
and wélghed for technicalty end implication. This could have Deen
avolded hazd the questicns been properly wordcd and explainéd,

A proper approeach by the ofrlclals conducting the regilstratlior

would have alleviated much of the mlsunderstandkngs and, also,

vould have done mmich to create a ceceptive and cooperative mood
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among the residents. Instead of arguing énd spending time on
such questions as 27 and the Nigsels combat unit, perhaps more
emphesis should have been placed upon matters more fundamental

as a posltion of Japanese in the future America. The residents
gshould have been lmpressed more on the importance thelr present
stand will bear upon them in the post wer period.

For instance, in Minidoka Relocabion Center, we learn that
officials contacted all prominéit leaders, Issel and Nisel, who
were accepted and trusted by the residents. Approximately a
week was spent 1n dlscusslon and conference concerning the im-
portance of thils matter. When the reglstration actually bcgad, it
vaes an accepted fact. . :

There 1s no need to elaborate on the attitudd of the residents
as a result of the evacuation. As stated in the informal publiec
opinion poll‘"if the announcement were made prior to contewplation
of evacuatlion majority of the evacuees belleved that en exception=-
ally high volunteer percentage‘would have rlulted with an equally
high pereentage of approval from their parent.s".9 The high numbers
of tlhiose volunteered in Hawail unéer such condition con be citid
as an example.

The pecullar complexity of this particular center had a direct
bearing on the volunteer; The populaticn 1s composed of evacuées
from the Los Angeles area and from the Nortrern Califcrnia, namely
San Franclsco and Santa Clare Valley and a few froum the nqrthwést
.Paciflc States.

The Jep anese American Citlzens League vhich was the only peafrk

9 See Addendum 1.
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otic and political organization to represent the Nisel in the wegt,
gas condemned by the southern element because of the past record
in thelr particular locale. In northern California and in the
northwestern states, the reford of the JACL had been good, 1In

- ¥inidoka, coiiposed meinly of the northwestern element, we find
that this particualr organization had a very strong influencse

and prestige.

Some Nlsel claim that becanuse the commnity council of this
center was eB8mposed mainly_of Issel, and not Nisel as in all other
centers, reglstration failed. If the Nisel mre larenting of this
fact, 1t 1s due to thelr own fault. Host of the Nisel are yet to
become civic-minded and think in terms of the coomunity. Herdly
eny of them willingly attend the block mestings and, again, we
find that 1n all other relocatlion center the commgni&y council is
composed of Nisel but we find some of the other camps also ex~-
perienced similar disappoilntmeni in registration.

It 13 true that the comrunity councll did not take any definite
stand claining that 1£ was an individual right as far as toluntcer=-
ing vas concerned: However, they felt that it vas their duty to
prserve peace and haraony within the camp -~ go 1ts policy was
that of "Peace at any price."

Despite the paor ghowlng the wrlter sincerely believes that
the leei'é loyalty to America should not be Judged and yardsticlke

ed by the number of voluntterfs.



ADDENDUM 1

TEDETYPE
TO: John C. Baker DATE: February 6, 1943
Chief, Offlce Reports
Barr Bullding
washington, D.C.
SENT BY: Vaughn Mechau TI!E SENT:

Avproximately 200 Americans of Japanese ancestry have
ghown intention to volunteer océording.to an informal poll
before arrivel of recrulting officers. As soon as inductlon
starts the figure will undoubtedly 1increase.

Reactions of the evacuses regarding recent aray announce=
ment are dlverse. A few public words upon the integrity of the
Japanese in America, especlally the Nisei, by the president or
aome other high and respected officlal will help considerably.

A clear elucidation i1s still lacking on the Nlsal astatus. Lack
of confidence in them seems to exist. Some recelved reclassifl-
cation to 4C froam thelr draft boards only yesterday.  Evan the
count of the board ladlcatad auestion as to thelr Joyalty. This
policy 1s dnconsistcnt and demoralizing.

All volunteers should be considered loyal to the countrye

rost of them guestlon the feneibility of an all-Nisel combat
unit, claiming they prefer fighting with other bloods and feel
that postwar asseimilation can be furthered in this wey. Hovever
a few feel that by such a unit they can prove thelr worth as a
Er'oilpe

'any ehlistses visiting the project relate some discrirination

toward them even in the armed forcese



Many feel that all branches of the armed forees should be
open to them. Others want to know what guarantee the Covernument
can give them and theilr partnts during the post war era regarding
protection from anti-Janaese leglstation particularly as proposed
in California.

Kibel and Ise&l are wondering into what kind of scheme they
are to be fitted. They feel toomuch erxphaslis 1s placed upon
Nisel. Understand that numberous Kibels were dlscharged from
army.

Kajority of parents now apathetlc or al least passive to the
annodnéement. Changed attitude 1s direct and natural result of
the evacuation. If the announcemenﬁ vere nade prior to comtenp-
lation of evacuation majority of the evacuees belleve that an
exceptional high percentage of volunteers would have resulted with
en equally high percentagé of aperoval from thelr parfents.

Farsighted evacuees favor enllstment because they ere con=-

cernzd about post war ear.

cuy Robertson
Project Director
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ADDEjpyn 2

The Wire Transmitted to the Nine other Relocatlon Centers

"ive desire unification of all relocation!centers in one
congrees. Purpose to dlscuss and formulate plans concerning
combat unit and ébhép related problems in the future. Stand
on Constitutional grounds of cltizenshlp clarification, civil
service, ete. Desire particlpation 1in all armeda forces, a-
polishment of all segregated cobhat units, ete. Desire re=
glstration postponed until above status clarified. Letter
follow in detall., W1ll you collaborate?®

Note: Before this wire was sent, it was condensed.



ADDENDUX 3
RESOLUTIONS PROPOSED BY THE CONGRESS
l, Clarification of cltizenship status., (all other
- resolutions dependent on this point)
2. Postponement of reglistration until status clasrified.
3+ Unification of action among 10 relocation centers.
4. Publiclzing the clarification of our status;
a. Thru Presidential proclamation

b. Thru proclamations by Stimson or Blddle.

5. Clarification of objectives of present and post-ar problemsg
for us and our parents. :

6. Imndelate release of all internees not proven gullty,

7. Imnedlate clarification of civil service and war defense
(status of Nieel) industries. ‘

8. Curteilling unfavorable propoganda. (some msans mist be
provided)

9. Guarantee of all branches of servicas to Nisgel,

10. Citizens desire to know minimim physical requirexzents of
the army regulations. Should know becausze in event we
don't volunteer and are inducted, Nisei rust be pro-
tected from unTawful induction.

11l. Aoddichment of Nisel combat unit.

12. Publicatlon of letter of the Presient by photostatic coples,

13. Restitutionof losses ceused or ilncurred because of evecuation,

14, ZRequest for constitutional amendiment for naturalization of our
parents.



ADDENDUM 4
Conversation between Fed HMlyasato and Lieut. LicDaniels.

FRED MI¥ASATO: Lieutenant lMcDaniels, will you please explain
clearly and definitely what the regilstration represents
end also explain fuestion No. 27 of the registration?

LIEUTENANT LCDANIELS: The Form 304A is the WRA registration.
form which the WRA wishes all cltlzens over 17 years of
age ot fill out, regardless of seXe.

This form when completed 1s sent to Vashington to the
healld-quarters of the WRA where at that tilume it 1s clear-
ed through the FBI and Military Intelligence. The ob-
Ject of this form 1s so that everyone at the relocation
center will be cleared, and they will pe granted per-
mission or denied indefinite leave. tvhen this information
is returned from Washington, Lir. Robertson at any tine

can send one out on a job without having to walt cerval
days or weeks to clear in Washington.

Question No. 27 can be answered in many ways. The great
m2jority of the people in this center are elther over
military age, 17 to 37 1inclusive, wjo unconditionally
want to join the Army now can amawer the question ol 27
with the unqualified yes if they are willing to figiat for
the United States, but if he does not wish to volunteer
at this time he may qualify his answer to that question
in many ways. Ex~fmple: "Yes, when drafted," 'Yes, when
conditions change®, "Yes, if matters are clerified."®

The only time one volrnatesers 1s an ungualified yes. In the
event he glves the qualified ansiver, thils one form is all
the papers he fills out. This foria 1s sent kot to the Aray,
out to the WRA in Wazhington. If the indlvidual wishes to
wnke and unquslified yes, in other words, wiches to join the
Avmy, he then fills cut the applicetion for voluntsry in-
ductlon, and that form is sent to the War Departcent elong
with the form of request for transfer from nis forrmer local
boerd to the locel board in Powell, Vyomipg.

FRED UIYASATO; If the reglstrant answers Question No 27. as
follows, "Yes, 1f our citizenship status is clegred", how
will that answer be interpreted in your opinion?

LIEUTENANT }iCDANIEESS fTheyf Army will not see the answver. The 7RA
in Vashington will go ehees and investigate for the indefin-
1te leave.

FRED LIYASATO: If the regletrant answers "ilo" on thfat particular
question, how will that be ilnterpreted?



LIEUTENANT MCDANIELS: Agailn the Army or War Departnent will not
see questionnalres and they will have no contact with the
individual. He will be the same as any others here seekipg
outslde employment. When and if the Americans of Japanese
descent are teken in through Selective Serttce, it will be
dane as always in the past through regietration and clarify-
ing through verious registration. This has 8o bearing at all
with the Selective Serivce. There has been up until now, no
suggestlion that Selective Service will enter into the picture.

FRED MIYASATO: In otker words, this reglstration 1is only for
statistical purpose by the WRA and this registration will
be connected with the Army only when the registraffdyant
has made an unqualified yes. Then he 1s required to rill
in the Form 165 which 1s ti.e vdaluntary enlicstment. I8 that
statement correct?

LIXUTENANT MCDANIEBS: Yes, that i1s rignit.

T hose who volunteer, thelr papers will go to the Assistant
Chief of Staff, Military Intellegence, %ar Department, Genecr-
al Staff Pentlgone Bullding, Washington, D.C., &nd those who
are not voluntcering but are mereley filling out the statist-
ical inofrmation for the WRA, their papers go to the Provost
larshal General, lMunition Building, Washington, D.C., Attent-
ion Joint Board.

FRED MIYASATO: Ih otier words, regardless of vrether the men of

qualified militery age answers the question No. 27, they will
oe drafted?

LIEUTENANT MCDANIELS: At this time there has been no provision
or consideration as to draft. It 1le purely the vilunteers
that are being taken into the Army. If in tHe- future the
Aruy sees Ilt to draft Americens of Japanece desent, the
Selective Service will indut them as in the case of all other
Americens.,

FRED MIYASATO: Regardless of how they anueir unestion No. 27
they will be arefted?

LIEUTENANT :CDANIELS: Only if he answers unqualified yes, that
means ne wiches to vélldnteer at this time;

(Signed) Lt. Ray lcDeniels
(signed) F. Miyssato

February 12, 1943 (Copy)
July 19, 1945 (re-copé{ed)



ADDENDU B

Sentinel Supplément -- Serles 32 ’ February 18, 1943
Heart lountain, Wyoming

Project Director Issues Statement, on Reglstration

To Evacuee Residents at Heart Mountain:

The reglstration now beipg conducted.at Heart liountaln 1s
Not a matter that can be decided by a majority mote in block
meetings. Every iddividual over 17 years of age'must reglster
now. The kind of answers given shall be declded by the indivigual.

Any willful interference, threat, intimidation, or false
rumor is a violation of the Esplonage and Seditlion Lawa of the
United Staes and carrles a pen2lty of a §10,000 find or imprison-
ment for nét more than 20 years, or both. It 1s the duty of every
citizen to report any such viclation.

Citizens should answer an unqualified "Yes® or "No" to
question No. 28.

Wnen question No. 27 1s answered '"Yes" it does not mean
you are volunteering for army duty, To volunteer for arcy duty
you must £111 out Form 165,

Questione No.s 27 and 28 are leprdty questions. If thils
question is answered "No" it will indicate dlsloyalty unlecs
qralified by good and sufficlent pereonal reazons. "

e e s+ ——

Project Director.



ADDENDUK 6
An Address to the Assembled Delegates of Heart Mountaln

Gentlemen:

I need not remind you of the gravity of the choiee that lies
before you. Our actions from henceforth will gulde the destinies
of 150,000 men, women and children in this United Statess It will
be interpreted 1n a thousend different waye, by a thousand differ-
ent people, both powerful and negligent. The very enormity of our
task is surpassed only by 1its solemnity. For the time for flight-
iness, for quibbling, for petty argument, has passed, forever,
EVErything in our hearts must be diescarded except for the main .
1ssues now at hand., G

Before you, ready to be voted upon, 1s the momentous document
ever presented to the American public. It ig in principle the
moet iiportant document to be recoréed in the pages of history.

It stems from the principles wnich freéd Ameriea from the tyranny
of Great Britaln in 1776, It's importance surpasses even that
mopumental work because now, we are testing whether the printtples
for which the rarly patriots dled, are true to fact.

Upon your shoulders rests the tremendous burdcen of choosing
a future in a country youre by birth and choice. Upon your shoulcé=-
eres rests the future political, social and economic liberties of
a whole race. Nced I emphasize in more détall the work anead of
you?

There may be arongst you those who are in doubt, whoese minds
are weekening under the responsibility before you. There may be
others who are opposed to the tssk confronting you. .To them I
cennot answer otherwise than this: OIf you weaken now, if you drop
by the wayside if the task ahead of You has assumed such proport-
lons that 1ts very lmmensity weakens the nerve fibers in your
bellefe, tren now is the time for you to drop out,® However, we
must allow each to makd his own dtcision.

Our problem is one that has been faced in the past, coursge=-
cusly sometimeo® other times cowardly. Those who shirked their
reeponsiblitfles has been altogether forgotten and buried in their
etigna. But to thoee who persevered, who continued the fight,
there 1s ample reward in the historical records, in the emblazoned
symoole of freeddom end Jjustice the world over.
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~An _Addressg- to the COngress

Heart Mountain, wyoming
February 11, 1943

'

Psychologlcally speaking, our Boverngment lost one of its
greatest opportunites of ooﬁbatlng its enemies, the Axis Natibna,.
by hot having acceptdd the Americens of Japanese Ancestry as true
Americans; and, if it d1d not resort to the now accomplished forc-
ible and unconstitutional mass evacuation.

As any psychologlst knows, when segregaied group of persons,
because of their color only are condemned without hearing, and
without cause, something in their sould has been injured. On the
other hand, 1if full trust had been accorded them, without the
forcible mass evacuation, we firmly belleve that many of us would
nave been extremely pround and willing to accept the invitation
of our Government to volunteer.

The minds of many of us are still shcuded in doubt and con-
fusion as to the true motlves of our Government when they invite
our volutary enlistment at the present time. It has not explained
"why some American citlzens who patriotically volunteered,at the
beginning of the War, were'teJectéd by the Army. Furtheruore, our

Government has permitted damaging progaganda to continue against

o N

us. Also Bhe hag falled to reinstaeﬁﬁs in the eyes of Ahe American

public. We ars placed on the spot, and our course &f action is
on the balance of the scale of justice; for our Government's hones

interpretation of our stand will mean absolute vindication and

t
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a.dmiaaion of t.he wrons committed. On the other hand 1: 1n,t.er-

preted ot.herwise by misrepresentations and misundersta.ndlngs, it

A /
will amount to renewed condemnation of this group. :

Although we have yellow skins, we, too, are Americans. We.
haﬁre an American up—brinéing. Therefore, we belleée in fair i)lay.
Our firm conviction is that we -would be ﬁsele.ss Americans if ge
d1d not assert our conatit.utional.rights no; for, unless our
status as cltizens 1s clered and we are really fighting for the
high ideals ;1pon which our nation was based, how can we éay to
the Whtée American Buddles in the Armed Forces that we are fight-
ing for the perem'ation of Demooracy," especlally when our fathers,
hothers and families are m‘co-ncentra.iion camps even though they
are not chaged wj:t:h any cxd.u?

We believe that our Nation's good faith 1s to be found in

‘whether 1t moves to rest.ore full privileges at the earlleet

Opportunity.
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