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April 15,1944

Mr. Fronk Emi
9 -21 -8
Heart Mountain, wWyoming

Dear Mr. Zmi:

In view of the variojds false cherges todged agesinst
The Rccky Shimpo in the public press of which I have nco doubt you
are acquainted end the efforts on the part of certsin organizea-
ti1ons to campsigzn deliberately and viciously against me as an in-
A4vidusl and a newspaper elditor, I would like to ask of you thst
the Fair Play Committee of Heort lountsin in gensral assembly pre=-
ferably and in executive session otherwise pass s resolution ab=-
solving this newspapsr and my editorship in oarticular from any
zuilt attached in the present precdicament of the fifty-three re=-
ported resisters to pre-induction exsmination from Heart Hountasin.

I also request that such a resclution shculd include
a positive statement as to the verscity and reliability of articles
which heve apoesred to dete in The Rocky Shimpo desling with the
Fair Play Committee. This request is orelicated on the opinion
that reckless and unsupported chorges of distortion against this
newspaE r rmust and ought to be silenced.

If the committee so desires, the resolution will not
be published but will be kept in our record toward the d=y when
it cen be best emploved in defending ourselves whether in opzn
court or otherwise. Y

I feel thet such a Jdocumentery svidence 1s essential
and of absolute necessity in view of the widespresd pressure being
brought toc bear by certain organizatiocns which opvose the policies
as enunciste’d by The Rocky Shimpo under my edltorship., Friday af=-
ternoon, it was reported to me thst lirs. ZLsther Briesemeister, form-
erly head of the Denver YVWCA and presently in the Wew York office,
spoke before a Denver Univsrsity group. urs. Sriesemel
told, wrote into her speech an attack against my ecditor
is said to have remarked thet there are two things the
Colorsdo must 3o: first, defeet the anti-alien 1-nd bi
stop James Omura from writing those editorilals.

Prof. Zlmer R. Smith of Utah University has been pre-
c crademn my editorisl stend on Niseil selective serv-
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ice. Prof. Smith is the hesad of the Citizens Committee oﬁ/COnstitution—
al Rights, the organizstion which covrageously rallied tg the defense of
the Nisei in the Utah business license issue. The newspbper has receiv-
eéd a very strong protest from him, prodded by the JACL nesticnal office,
I am reliebly informed. :

There has also been a strong orctest from an agency in Wash-
ington whiwh holds jurisdiction over this newspaper under nresent circum-
stences. Here too I am charged with distortion, etc., in an o0ddly coineci-
dentel criticism 66 the atteck carried in the Sentinel of April 8th.

I have also strong indications of lederel authorities here
in Denver closely watching my policies. My request to interview seven
Amache boys at the County Jail held on & charge of resisting the draft
has been turned <down by Thomas liorrissey, U.S. District Attorney. He has
not vet decided as to grenting permission to some other representative of
this paper making the interview. My request wes made due to a communicza-
tion from one of the boys asking for the English Section of The Rocky
Shimpo. In his letter from the County Jail, he said that the seven were
not draft doggers, and implied that they were following a procedure simi-
lar to the one your committee instituted. '

These fadtors and others which have arisen since The Rocky
Shimpo stepred forth to champion rastorstlion of constitutionsl rights es
a prelude to military obligations mske it obligatory on our part to have
- in our possession a documentary evidence of absolution of connivence to
encourage a wholesale resistance to the draft.

In this particular, I feel that the Fair Play Committee c=n
best testify as to falsehood of charges of distortion of news, actual res-
ponsibility of your members vho are now facing drsft cherges, and multi=
tudes of other unsupported accusations now being brought forth in reckless
and wanton disregard of truth by the JACL, the WRA end their joint satel-
lites. ;

For the above reasons, I request thet the Fair Play Committee
in general meeting assembled or in executive session be prepared to go on
record as testifying in my behr~lf =2nd challenging said felse accusations.

I repeat once more thet the primery purpose of such a request
is to have a documentery evidence here at this office to Jispute such wan-
ton chsrges. I nhave no intention td meke such a resolution publiec in the
press unless authorized to do soe

Hoping thst vou end your committee will look fsvorably upon
this request, I remain

James M. Omura
English Editor

P.S.-=--Due to unexpected abundesnce of otherp news, the second
of your news reports will not acpear until ionday.
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