May 12, 29LL

-

The Editor (Letter Box)
The Rocky Shimpe
Denver, Colorado

Dear 8ir,

I have enclosed a copy of & personal letter gamt to me by a
friend who is in jail awaiting trial for alleged vioclation of the
Belective Service law. He is one of the group of s two Amer-
icans of Japanese ancestry who are gighting for their “ongtitutional
rights as any Amerioan would,.

Up to now much has been said pro and som regarding the stand
the boys toock and their subsequent imprisomment, but as yet there
has been no comment by the individuals themselves from their position
behind barse. I beliesve that is is only fair that they have a chance
to state how they feel after being in oustody for over a month and
& half as they wait for their trial. Beoause George expresses the
feelings of these young men quite clearly inm his letter to me, I
thought that if you eould possibly publish his letter im your letter
box, it may make the peculiar position of these evacuees clearer to
the general publie. -

In the name of "freedom of the press” I sincerely hope that you

will be able to publish this enclosed letter. I have the original
letter in my possession for verification at any time.

Sincerely yours o

Frank Eni
9-21-B
Heart Mountain, Wyo.
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pear Frenk and friends,

we are supposed t0 leave fur Cuesenne On ionday, Or Tuesday, according to
what the harsual. has to.ud us. The Grend Jury is scheduled to convene on
Laay Bth.

The fact thut at last .ili comwe vur cuance for the trial for which we
have so fervently hoped and prayed for all tuese pust months is making us
feel restless and impatients put we are esgerly ond determinedl; awaiting
the day, kpowing deep within our pecrts end winds that no matter how the
trial ends, vg-are righte wur couscience an@ our hearts shall be clear,
knowing that we nave Lad the couruge to figut for a fusdamental princisle.
we wmay lose tue verdict, but tae verdict suall be wan-madej and with the
passi.g Of Tiue, eternal truth ana right will cume to iighte--tout 15 my
firm beliefs

ies, truly, it is the first time si.ce vur srrivel pere that Time seems
like Time and that Time does not f£ly. 1t secms only & iere toree or four duys
that we have beun in continement wheu in reclity it 18 gbout & L0 .tk and a
hzlf DOVe

word hms rosched us t.rough & ni.t tue Feb.le GIropseG WLGL ae visited us
here thut tue prusccution ¢ill try to b.se tuelr cuse solely o:u tue matter
of evudiig toe drufte we arxe not eoueiuuriag whetner tu repure ior tie druit or
not, to live or to die, us tue true issues, nor tue principle we are figuting 10T
we are hoping that the Govermment, for ouce uud for <1l time, willi reudly
try to Bulve tue igsue coniructi.og it wnw 1oV LIy to evaue tue issues: clarie
fication of our gonstitutional riguts, review of tue recora of it. pust un~
justified and disorimius.ory ucts, end tuie reuedy onc reetification of tue
injusiiccs committea und being coumitvieu on us during evescustion, its utiendaunt
puuperization of our peo_le anu tue deiluniion vishout cause of loysl citiczense
w6 cre hoplug tuat the, wiii GU Loeir uumost tuwerd resturing the rigntful and
untoucnuble dignity of eiivlie.sulp thay is tae birtarigat of L citizen of
this nations

tie ere £ime in our belise. that reiustivution of the daruft without the
discriminetory features, ao it ap.lies %o us at prueent, should c.me ocly cfter
pruper clarification and reinstituvion of full citizensudp rigutse The Gove-
ernuent should muke ue tue free citizens tnut cll loyul citize.s of tuis
p-tive savuld be be.ur. Oruering ub to scrve in tue eimed forces. In our pres-
ent stutus of virtual wur prisoners with all our civil righte suspexdced and
lindvou, 1t io admost fupossibliec 1uT us T foce the ruture uitno.t the feer
that whet nos ha penea to us cun ulweys happen eguive IS is sgainst the
recurrence of such pisvory-bluckenlig preceuents th.t we are fighving i{0oXe
We are fig.ting to make those words "reguruless of ruce, color, or crecd" be-
come & Te.lity, -Dd DOb uore Vegue «nd hazy ideals; we are fig.ving to et
en interpretation of tuose jauortel werds thet shall be 80 universally sceooted
thet future sawinisirations will fe.r to tamper witu ite

lire Buldwin hes stuted that mpopelly our case is Suro. bul legully we are
weck" or sometil. g t0 thatl eITGCle Just woat wiil ve toe moral roacilions of
tue citizens of the libcrated wnd vungeisused countries woel tucy he.r of ©
united Stutes thut kec.s 1T. citi.cne in stitus cumpurcble 10 w.r prisoners,
benind burbed wires wnd miildter; police?

lie acknowlea et that we arc por.d.y Tig-be wovec ne ne.n tuat the ccnip-
igtration is not morelly rigat in tueir Lundling of the Jajuucise problex on
toe mainlond?

A porson whio disregarus Or vivlutes 06 loruls 18 not well respecied by
nis foilov=fricudss. 1L lisewise, & nation w8t prociice wna ubscrve good

cont' &



morels to win the respect of rellow-nutious, especiully in the case of the
United Stotes, the nation wiuich wil. be the specrhiesd of tie posSt=wor recon=-
gtruction era aut waose respousibility it is to epreud the Gospel of wewodcraey
and its blessings among the libercted and veunuiched n.tions.

Tue seyi.g states "practice whut you preach"s It 18 essenticl tuat the
united States shall pr.ctice what it precches; that tuis natio. shall practice
true cemoerecy--the democrucy wiich gives its blescings and 18 protection to
all its citizens reguruless o: ruce, color, Or creed now., utherwise, we may
win the war but lose t0 the militant pr.pug:ndc of the Japanece governuent,
the phniloscphy of ssia f.r asiatics. utherwise, critice cau point out and
say smerica i®rnot & aasocruecy fur it ddscoiudasies ugei.st rTece aud color,
has different custee or classcs of citizeus (frec, suspenued and virtual
prisouers), segregates ana isc.ates one group of citizeus frowm tue otuers,
it pits the majority sguinst & uhelpless minority, it beng tue rigat of a
citizen to reside end truvel as otuer citizeuns, it cisregards the fact tust
& mun's home is his cestle, it dis ossesses, pauperize:s aud ejecte at will any
group of citizeuns, it preciices protective custody by uiich the innocent cre
Jluced in coufinewe %, it practices detentlon of citizens without chur e

The United Stutes must ewake and shouid rectify the errors cnd injustices
comzitted ou us, otherwise, this shall re..in furever & biot upon the history
and cunsclexce Of our natione

what prompte an indivicual who, :ully reulizing the priceiess v.lue of
life aw :mowing well taut we can live but one life, W willingly effer iis
life in defense of his country? Woat is he figating forwhen he joius the
fighting forces?

You say Deuocruc. is what we ure figuting 1or; Jemoericy, ite blescings
of frecdom and liberty, the pursuit of happiness and livelinood, toulerance,
justice :nc a ainst unjustified persceution.

lie wonder, are we blesscu wiih the blessiigs of beumocracy ul home? Do
we Leve homes, Liberty, freedum and justice? A4re ve not supposed to be en=
joying tihose sacred biessings and privilejes as free citizens before we are
to enter the azrmed forces?

The nmolisnent growth taat is canccr, unseen end uufelt al rir.t, cem if
it re-ains unchecked long enough ruin ahd acectroy tue lives of uen, and in
a larger se:se nations too. Likewise, the vicient propagunds of roce haired &ng
race baiting now peing so glibly expounded by tnese self-ct,led super-patriots
csn warp and poison the mi.ds uf tue uninlormea and untuiokings

Sorry 1've rambled at will. krunk, 1 was wonderd ng if you have for-
gotten rairick henry's "Give me liberty or cive we death" speecche GOod tnig
you didn't think of it while you were in the guardnouse because you oight
heve tuken it .iterelly und walked out and, thus, be shot at by the nilitory
solice on dutye I guess tue w.ral of tae barbed-wire fences ani juurdahouse,
the Mel's and your s8troll ie tuat ,ou «re not & frewc mans In short, you'll
be & frec uan--but dead.

ileuse tell ali our rriends tuat we ere all wel. amd in uigh spirits.

Gdve theu all our best regardss

otick with your gova wezk and co it to the vest of your wbilitye 16
& month pay should not be wnul you. ure Wor.lng 1oTe batisfaction cumes from
the knowleage that yo. hLave gliven your best tC your worke.

sincerely,

xeor e lshikewu
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