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Thia tolet reaghea«d Topax;oxi My uth.ﬁ'&i Dillon
S¢. r, lfational Diregtor of WRA, to Froject Director
Charles Vy.Ernots.

\

WAR DEPARTHENT ORDERING SGT. BEN KUROKI TO CERTRAL
UPAH FOR PERIOD MAY 19 T0 23, WE HAVE TAXEN LIZERTY OF
JUBOESTING DATES RATHER TIAN DELAY PLANS FOR KUROKI!S
TRIPs KUROKI WILL NOPIPY YOU OF TIME OF ARRIVALe

The rews stlrred the center as 1t sproacd qulekly from
peraon to porson, Ben Xuroki coming to Topaz! Im-odiatgw
ly the resldents rocalled hils publlislzod explolis in the
Zuropesan Theater of war, &gt Xurokl was %ill then just the
nama of & famoua person Iin a faraway world,. 7o Topaz
people ho was known as ihe first nisel hero of the prasont
ware. g lad been presented %0 the King and Queon of
Znglande lie was the wearer of Distinzulshed Mlyinz Cross
and varlous otler zedals, Ogte Xuroki was Lhe worihy nisel
rogproesontalilve who kad addresgsed the Commonwsalth Clubd in
San 'rancigeo and recelved an unprocadentsd ovatlon in the
fazed orgenizatlicn's hilstory. 1l was the renowncd nisel
sunnor of thoe fawmous Ilmbcrzéke'a Plyin: Circus ithat hagd
becoame ho terror of iitler forcca.

PRELUDE

In the absence of tho froject. Lircctor Lrnal, the
deports vfficer, Russell A, Rankson, Lmmedlately called
upon the ey leaders of the commmnlty for an elavorats
wolcome program befitting a war heros, On Friday, lay 13th,
tho flrst westing of represontutlives Crom varlous organicaw
tlona and dlvisions congregated at Ur. Sanfordts Commmnity
tmnagement office to formulate. a working plan for Xurokl's
welcoma, At the inltlal planning board were ilsa. Toshli Koba
and “£itsuo Nlshio of CAS, Vornon ighlsaka and ias lapahara
of Commnlty Councll, ir. Perkins of Educatlon, Rugsell A,
Dankson, Reports ufflcer, Toshlo Hori, Project Reports
Ilstorloal and Corlles Carter, Seleoative Service officer,
who preslded at the gathering,

It was tho opinlon of those present that the Commnity



Council should be doa ted as the coordinating organlzatlon
in ppaiamng the Kurokl Weladings As reprogentaiives of the
Counclly Medsras  Ichisaka and Harahara accéptod tho ro-
gponald 1tgfwith»tho undoprstanding that various groups in the
city contrlbute thely effortse 7The followlng orgenlzatlons
wora llated ag likeliégroupa,to asslat In the program: CAS,
W0, Coy Scoutd, Ciltizons! Comalbtoe, 3elocklve Servics
Commlittae, Topas Times, Inter=falth, High Schooly Glpl
Resorves, RI¥, Red Cross and tho fumllles of nlssl soldlorasy

Various suggestlions were offered as to the general pro-
grem 8% this tlme. Tho following wers llstod on the tentatlvo
schacduloyr Communlliy-wldo receptlong banquol, onirance gate
coromonlea, appearance 5% the hlgh school aasambly, ball,
pionie, c<raflt age boya! :woblng, and caimp tours Ichlisaka
vas déslgnated as Szt ueokli's suldo througtoulh hls stay,
Upeclfie program was o e creatvd at ithe next meoiing whon
all tho parbicipaiir; zroups were Lo Lg present for the final
preparations Also, it was deemed helpful to glieck up on the
freapt dountaln andé Alnldoka's urokl schadulegs :

CPho ionday mweablin; was held at the Councll chanber on
ay 10%h at O 8eme Hopre $ran a dozen represantatlves of
varlious orranizations ationded ihils 2ll=impoertont conforence.
Among tiorg pregoanl wore Veirmon Ichilsaxa, chalrmarn, LAS
rarabora, Qouncll; Ilfspruml Tawabara, 3icl desepves) Lr, liho,
nod Crosay _rayten nitall, Zdueatliongy Tad Fujlita, Indugtsaas!
Somalttoo ) Lrse Arlmoto and Isoro, U303 Llke Rudo, Agrlcule
turey #ol:o Inouyo, DMy Geoubsy Corlies Carter, Sclective
Jervico; ilobuo Tababta, Dlock laraseray Art Toiomolto, Into=
falthy Ruasell A, Zankson, ileports J2illcer and Toshlo lori,
Project fleports Hfsiorlan, A% thls gathering the finnl pre-~
paratlions woere clarlified and each group was zlven gpecifle
asslewnt In the acliedzls. The Jinkl progra: was loprued aa
follovwas

HUROKI SOULRDULB

Pplday, liay lOeses

11 a.ze D0lta=-inlcoming Party meet S3ts Luprokl st
statlon.

Jate Ceromonies
Doy Scouts in charges
Co=ronorary hosts, Zroject Director Irnst
G o Lre Goorge Jchllubo, Council
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Juentas
Council, Blotk Hzr., U80, Red
Gross, Gitlzens! Commibtde, Inter=
Falth, Adm, Staff, Doy Scouts,
Delta cormunliy leaders.
Agaistants to banquel comxa,
US0, CAS

Sunday, Kay 2leees

lioon

12 me¢ U3O Lunchoon
Spongor-UsO
Plago=Dining Hall 32

Programs

Npse e Arlmoto-Clalrman

Reve Shl.ada-2rayer

Jrae Te iawsmoto-ﬁreotings

Corlles Caprtopr=Colective Lsrvics

zntortalnment:

Tachivana, dance, song,
ocorli, snd plono recltal,

4 peme Flold 2lenic
Mlace~rield -itehen, Soctlon 1l,
Spongor=Cil

Honday, Moy S2eeee

9 a.,n1e Topaz grado school ueetln*
: Plaoe-uuultorlum

10 a.ms ¥High School Aszombly

' Placo=-auditorliun

12 o, Luncheon with Cirl ilecgorvesn
“afterroon: Delta Tour p
AdUI'O88m=-
Celta Iigh
lilneckley u¢&h
Dinner
At Liona! Club in Lelta
Jueat of Honor
8130 peme

fall Inductea CTall in honor of Sgte durokl
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lloat=Inductese Committeo
Plaga=-auditoriwi

~Comalttee: :
Sam and Yosh Isono, Sam
Yamanoto, Frark Yamsaakl
and Yiro lLakaso,

Blda: 38¢ per couple

Master of Coremonies: Yosh: Isono
Re{rostments

Jusaday, L’.!l}“ 23e0se
orn Hospltal visly
Todgs=-Rac Croas

lLloon Dunehoon a8 the osplial

aftornoon Sonc=off{
1315 peue US2, Loy Scouts

ito {inal chieck up was made on Thuesday mornlng abt © szl

at theo Councll Chamber with lMrs. aArimoto and I&ono of U5,

‘ag larabara snd Vernon +chilisala of Council, :fss Toshl Hoba
of CAS, Toshln liorl of Project leports, and .lal:o Inouye of .
2oy <eoubs. In attondances «1th thie recelipt ol ute svurokil's
zerson2l wire stating lils aprival cn Fpilcay 10%h at .elia ag
11l ae.ms, 8n clalorate wolcouw coronwnles was In the offing.
A delogation from Topag was choson to meot 3pt. Swroki's train
at ielta statlion, 7The Counclil representatives were as lara=
ara and Goorge Shlmamotoe Among the party were Husssll A,
sankson, Corlles Carter, Lirs, isono and arimoto, ulases Joan
‘lapa and Tawa Yoahlmurs, Project Roports; and iilss Ilisako
laralara,

On the semo day at S peme 8 last ninute consultation
wag 1old In Mr. Gilbert Hiesse's offlce with Kessrs Nlease,
Lankason, Jarter, lionderlch, Ichisaka, Karabara, iori and
Inouyo presents Slren slsral was approved to siznify 3Szte
Turokl'!s arrival at Dolta statlon so as to give residents timo
to_ussenlle to welcome hlm at the gate, The followlng -ning
hall announcoment was released to the thilrty-four Llocksy

Sergeant Den -Zurokl will arrive in Delia forenoon to=
morrow (Friday, May 10th), OB

The twe siren olgnals at three-minute intervals will



be sounded nalf an hour before hias arrival at the Center.
Tentatlvely the recopilon 2t the Xaln Jate la expected
to be at 2300 penty - \

 Community wide reception will be at the Auditorlum at
71230 pana :

The flpal preparations wera glven the "onco over®”,
parsicularly the appolnted personnel partlicization Iin
trho Aurockl Vielcomoe

~ #H1th speclal attentlon ;siven to the gate roceptlion
“elzo Iinouye wag asked Lo be presont at tho moeotlngz, alth
r. Inouye in charge, an claborate progra:n was proparcds
Jata ceromwnles inecluded the oy Scouts Duslelorps and
Zlrls D10k 21ll team. 2rojoct Jiroctor =pnst and v,
Jeorge vwehlikubo of the Council wero to offlcilally rscelve
Sxte Hurolil at the gates, The Jueen of “opaz and her abtion~-
dants wore to proesont tho oy to Lhe cliye.

In Sste Surolki's hwonor, luncheon was to follow Limediatoly
at the Adninlistration .ining tall,
Throughout the day thie Topaz Tlmes worked {everishly to

\uf“.l
prepare 8 speclal Hurokl edlitions, tuo to the many laasg
ninute clanges the cdltion was lelt pendling L1ll the late
alfernoon for {urther cleplflcatlons +ie gpecial four=paze
lssue, however, was relsessed on schedule=-=rriday morning,.
1t 1a attached to the rarrative ag Exiibit A,

In Lts Thuraday editlon of iay 18th, the #1illard County

Crronlcle of Lelia publiclzed the coming of Sgt. Jon furokl
to Delta and Topazs ag follows:

832 KUROKX WILL S»2AK AT DILTA HIGH BONDAY

Uolder of ilatinzulshed Flylng Cross, ané Alp Lodal with
4 cak Leafs

3% Don Xupoktl, Japancse-imoricen hero of 30 bombling
miaslons over Burope, wlll speak at the lelta Hizh School
Honday to tho studentass A native of Hebpaska, he Jolned the
Armzy & few hours aftor Pearl Harbor, and was one of the fow
Japaneéss=-Amerlcans taken lnto the Army Alr Corps af that time,



Ho will arrive at Topaz May 19, after a visly to the
reaph Hountain and inidokam centeoras A large celabration
is planned for him at Topag whore he will be the gueak of
the cormnmlity councils # parade, ball, mootings with vari-
ous organizatlons there, and talks wlll featurs hils flve=
day visit in Topaz,

Por his misslons as a turret gurner 1In ths rald over
the Ploestl o1l flold in Kumania, ho was awarded the Dlgw :
tingulshed Flying Crosasé (It was In this same rald that Capte
riugh Ropor, of Vak City, was reported missing.) Upon com=
plotlon of his bombing mlsslons over Burops, Kurokl was
awarded another Llastinguished ¥Flylng Crosse Iz is also
tlhie holder of tho coveted Alr iocal, with {our cak learl
clusters.
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THS DAY

- Early 1n the moming of May 10th a delegatlon loft
Topag: to groet Sgks Kurokl at the stations Ten persons
ropresonting the personnel and varilous iroups,‘including
the previously montloned people, assemd od ab Delta for the
eloven a.xe traln, . Meanwhile, in Topaz various organiza=-
tlona wers in readingsa a coré;ng.tq,acbadula.v_Scoutmaator
felgo Inouye, In:chaprge: of the gate coremonles, called out
his charges long before,the scheduled arrlcal of Xuroki in.
Doltas Though the wonther seomsd unsottled wikth overbange
Inz clouds, Topaz welsomed the cay in a choerful atmosgw
DHars ¢ - : 3 .

Yot many howrs dDefors ithe nlesel [lier!s scheduled
aphearance in the cliy, however, thers wis an unugual’
heavy cownpour. ‘he weathisorman had rnot boen consulted,

“he raln lot up shortly, ang thouzh the zroundn wore
welt, tho spirits of ths welcomlng resldonts woro high.
Almoot ot hwlf hour inlsorvals, Topaz was drencred wiith
auddon outburels of raln. Aud each ti.e the partleipants
of the gotve welconlng ovent wers geught in the siorm,
Soon thelr aplirlis were dmmpansds. The zirls, dressad in
white for ihe cccaslon, sceurrled for sbtolbter, .len LMo
wordd reanchod the ciliy i(hat Is%. Hurokl was unsy on the
schoculed tralu, diasspoolintuent josscssed $he younssiers.
Afher luneb they epposred once mare &t Lhe ratc for rows
veachiad Topaz thal O5t. -kl mar Le on the sardy afterroon
teaine GShiowors camo at intermiitent perlods t.roucout tho
afternnons Uy four=thirty Iin w0 afterncon the rain Low
amg perglatent; and no sisn of the war horo, Dis=
appointed arter thelr long vigll, the welcerin: pnvt¥?~
wont homs for auppers wlith the wcather as it was, thore vas
scarcoly a chance of sate ceremonliss colny leld arter
moalting,

G
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IMnally, Topaz was notified that Sgte Bon X wokl would
reach Dolta at 5100 peme The slren dlew, siznifying hils
arrival, tut 1% was also suppertime Ior the residonta,
when 5g%, Jen Kurokl and the party reached the gzatehouse
at five-thirty the adninistration area was desolateds Only
“harles P, Irnat, Project Director, and Vernon Ichisalm
were pregent o qfriginllz welcomo hinm to Topage, When.told of
the "qulet" roception at the vate, Szt. Kuroki grimingly
osplalned that ho doliperately mlssod the seheduled train
In order to avold the elaborate fanfore that had grectod hilm
on previous caump viaitzs, "I want to como in unnoticedw=like
any other soldiery” ' : o



sergeant Kuroki was lmmedlatoly whiaked to the Adainls~
tration bining lHall where he dingd with the qdmigistigtion
personnel and his partys Upon hlas choleoa, Sgts Surokl was
ziven an apartment in the staff housing quarterss :

To the realdents the bolatod appsarance of Sgte. Xurokl
in the clty ralsed keen antlcipatlon of the blyg Live-day
programe - To the nilsel war hero 1t meant roundsiof sctivie
t1cs and gpoochmaking dutles of which he cormented, "I'd much
prathor be on boxblrig mlsslons tian go through thils. ~ I've
lost Tiffeen pounda alrsady,” ot ol E i ~

PUTLIC RECEPTIONS

A capacity crowd was patienily waiting for the long=
avalted arpearance of Sz%. durokl of tho AudlSorlun. AS
the comnity=-wide rocoption youn; and old, men, women and
enlldren, lasel, kibel and nlsol congregated to pay honors to
tho nfsel hisroe It was quarter 5o olght whon 3:t. surokl
walkad <down the Lall Lo tho platforus zZvery malr of oyés
was zluoed on bLiiw, notlye 1&g riblons, medals and the - tall,
srla fioure he prezentads  There was @ hush In the audlence
and then wbe uuzzing of voices s$irmed the alpr., The nlsel
wur nero Had arrived in Topaz.

A8 the resldonts waliod for tho opening of the evening!s
program, consldoratle rews spread aboult the Audltorium on
Szt buroid's belated srrivel in Topsz. I0 ordor Lo avold
tho alavorate wolcome coremonles &s were pressnied lIn
@inlcoka and feart Hountaln, Sg%e Aurokl had wililifully mlsge
ed tho seheduled traln for Topaz. Though the Topaz welcome
oprocran at tho gate was npulllflied by hoth tho uvdest ser=
zeant's late arrlival and the ralnsbtorm, the avenlng's
astendaneo cauld not rava been etter for the welcomo cormittece
who had vorked huard at the last minute's notice to make the
Tuprokl visli a succesce ' '

An alr of oxpoctancy becams evident as the cvenlng's
speakors' took thelr acats on the ptaze and chalrman came
forward to open the ceremonles, on the platform were the
ramiliax local flgwres, Jrojoct Dlrector Ernsk, Goorge
Shimamoto of Comanlby Coundil, Tad Fujita of Gltlzens!
Cocraltteo, kaa laraberay chalromn of Seloctive Sorvice
C?rmlttoe of the Cgun? : Hl;: argaret 31taahlma,,t?lontcd

o a g ? and e} Mg R
slnger, and Quegn faf °?€ﬁ§ hg and t§§§$a2§g5kfor 3 uat’

sunani and Tak Pyt In center sa s 0CO8



qulet and crowd=shys

The chalrman for tho ovening, Vernon Ichlsalka, withoud

an elaborate delivory, brlefly ana directly_initiaéed the

walcons program wlith the oy Scouts of Topazg particlpating

in £lag ceremonlea, Led tho Scoutmaster elgo Inou

tho faudlence salutsd vld Clorys Then Misa argarey Kltashlua
rondered God Bless Amerlea, and the gommunlty Jolnad In sing=-

- Inge thg lash stanzas : :

_ o The Queon of the lay Jostival, illsa Xathoring liho,
pragantad Sszhe Kurokl tho key $o the citys In his unnasuning
manner, T/54%. Xurokl graclously aceepted 1t, grinsing from
car %o ear as ho fingoreld the key with red, white and blue
rlihlon, “*he audience gravted hitn with an ovastlion while Lo
roturned to hls soat. -

Representing tho Cliloons! Ceomalttes, Tad fujlsa (irst
graeted Szte Hurokl, welcording hinm with ingulry as to how he
enjoyed the seenery coaing down from Salt Lalke Citye Smile

n3 humorously hurokl jolied in lauskter with the audlernca,

! |
A
Sy talkdng wlth hin, ¥re fujlta had soon learnoc tiuy the wosrer
ol' viatinguished Flylny Cross was human toos Llke 8n averago
rnizel or American Den likes steaks, haz a hodbly of colleeting
forelgn currency, and prz2sosses a snod luck charm, the spsake-

or atatods And 1llke all yown: wmen, ixe Fujita sald, Sgt,

Durpoki Iag an ldeal nissi zirl, "Ohe 18 o girld who is a
combiratlon of youthful, refresiring and intellisent character
with a4 good persenaliby,”

In tha conior of the stags Len waved Lils hand in pro=
oot as tho audlence chucklod over tho famillaxr oplulons
"And the glrls too have an dceal porzong" Hrs Fujlta declarad
wlth a twinkle 1n hls oyes. "ihe ldesl man la five feet nine
wolsna one Imndred and Lorty=Llive, 13 20 years of ase and woars
a tlatinculshoed Flylnz Srosg,”

The people reared wlth lsughter, and a momient labep
fujita olosed his address vy weolcoming Sgbe Hurolle

“rlefly, lire George Shimamoto spoled in bLehalf of the
Copamlty Councll, hoplrg Szte rokils stay in Topaz be
Pleasant, 1o stated that the deeds of tho nlsel war lLoro
was well known to the residents in the eily and that no amount
of pralsea and adulatlon 13 too great for Bvn Xuroki,

Ipe Ernst, was the noxt apeakor, gréoting Kurokl with
vicleome roprosentative of the resldents and appointive stafll,
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Recalllng his resent trip; the Projfect Cirector commsnted
on. the 1ackpor'kn0wlgg§a of tho Amgrlcans on the Japanese
and:thair&prgaﬁntfpr._'ennag "Poople lmow yory liktla mboub
the Japaneae' he nagerteds "Amaginglys acme of them have
rof heard of the evacuatlon congorning}l many kave noy sgen
a_Japanas2y Buk thoy lmew Sergoant Kueekls At Comsonwealth
Club dnd in San Franclggo and the West Cousk, they lnew, the
Sorgeants Throuzh the Sorgeant they know t.bé Japangags - -

~In the two Laitlen that Szbts Kurokl was fighiing; kv,
Ernst bolleyed that Ion han become an lnsplvatlon to the
loyal Japansses He siatoed that the Sevgeant's trip o
Topaz will further thla ond Lrsmondously s Bnd that his stay
in Topaz w111 be pleasant in a congenlal akmosphere,
A¥bostln; that 3gte Lurokll's dedds wera one wisth the wuniversal
alxy of his couniry, “rasi pointed oul to ihe sudlencs that ho
and many mdlllona of susrplcan voys were all £i-hiting to en
tho war qulckly and hava th2an come dacks et

Irmediately after the froject Lircalor's sreetln-a, -
Uilss Marsared Zitashima sarg Zoar lome whén the ohalran |
* »

anlly lntroduced tho nlasl lers to the audlencsg, an un=
pracedentod ovatlon grootod the renownod viaiior,

o
A

-~

Sg Sy Surokl slowly cang forward, openad hls papors and
1ol tne: on the spoalierts siand and never lookad ak thon
Lhpoughout hils addresas.  Aiihout the Clouriah of a professioral
erator, tha sorgeant lela hls audlence spellbound with seru-
inaress, slncerlty, undoratatomwnt and clarlty of Lia pure
D030 and dulyes Tho apsogh lasted aboub an boure

Sgte Turokl opensd hls maln addpezs of lLiis stay Ly thankee
53 tho poopla of Jopaz Lo the cordlal welcoms accorded hivle

2

Goad of the highlisghts of his stlrring speech wero as £ollows:

"I Inte to make a spsech bus If Frank Sinatra can sing
- can at-leaat tall,” Zen mentioned his recont vialk Lo hias
oo tomn, llershey, lourasia, and would wish %o zo utack once
morg on & furloughs I8 remfndad the audlonce that his horow
town was no% the producsar of Horshey bLars. irpnodintely after
the Pearl Iarbor, Lo recounted, a fanily conference wms holds
"ad, my kid brofher Frea and,i 8at at the teble and talked
about volunteerins into the armys"”

liorth Platte, lebraska was the flray carp he was aigigmd
to, and there ha found his uniform go bigg\, Foyr his bap ,
training Jen was ment to Sheppard Flold, Texas, whore ho came
fage to face wlith prajudleo for thae firat times, "I wan .
downhearted,” .



From thore he was transferred to the eclerlcal sghool
al Pork n, Colorados IIc was then perwanontly assizned
to Barksde -i‘v"ield in Loulsiana, As far asg he was goncerred

Bapksdala wag dhe worst cavp due to dlscrimination, Ds did

a lot of ZePe duty from six In tho worning to olght in the
ovenif'xg; Thoy called me "Foop 'im Flying®™ FKuroll in those
daygde ;

Fintshing hiaz threo months training he was Sransferred
again, thla time to a squadpom: in Ceneral Timbéplake'a
bomber groups "About -this time the group was veady to i?
ovorseags, I wanted to go oversons moro than anybhing olaey”

3i3th the dangor of boing loft Lehind Lo was {inally
takon along and hls rcactlon was “I was aboul ko happlest
guy In the world Just thens” Gzte iuroki left New Xork on
the last day of August 1042, I8 saw the Statuo of Libepty
as ho asiled out of the liow Yprk arbore Lo thoughl he'd
nover cgome uvack clive, On ths way to Ingland he lost 15
pounids, ad sea logse. "The chow line was two miles long,"
Lo Informed the audlence.

Iils satay in ingland, La recallod, was pleasant and
a new cxrporience, o couldint't mderséaud tlie nzllsh
ancech at first and sd a difficult tlme in conversations
with the ratives. Jverylhing thore had Leen unususl such as
traffic »nvine on tho wron: slde, 4% tlw home Lase in Zngland
e anplied Tor combay Auty and was sont to gunnery schools
14 wasn't mucli sghoolins-=about {ive dayse I was dLfforont
from the way 1t 13 now, when overy cvew menber zoea to school
for montha In this countrys I roally loarned to ahooy the
mard way, in combat,"”

Sgbe Kuroki then recounted hls axperlences of tue
firat misslone Do told of his puptlal oncountor with con=
sussion, tiow ke fell doun geveral tLies as the torrifllc
ezploslons tore kixm away frou the suns Ong of {ho Dlenea
on that Llrst mission had 500 hivles in its Lody upon return,
and everytime Lo thought of 1% Lo would guake with approlionslcons
in the ralds over Itai:{ e used to have z\m kicding the
Italian-dAmoricanss "I'A gay,; Nelpre really golng to malke tle
spaghettl Lly today«? And they'd retort that thoy couldnty
valf to kmoegl the rlce out of oy dlshonorable ancostorss”

- In detaﬁu L‘exlx ?jnt ovar gié.a adventure of bo ot ~losh
‘ pr:] whlle rin o i :d from T . 0 Wera :
fc}utc §é§ nav cvaiog'- c%ufd dggno ('J.ng,' anﬁb‘{% radlo operator,
thouzh ho was worldng 1ike mad, couldn't got hils messages- ;
tlrough bocause of the weathers Flnally hie ot a mnessage,



but by that time we didn't have enough haz %o got to the

alr fleld that had answered uss We'd alrsady bsen up eleven
hour# snd twenty uinutes with a ten~hours'! supply of gas,

We expected to go down any minute,

"The pllok called back that anyone who wanted to ball
out o 80e Nobody dldj I know £ had go much falth 1in
tia Jor Epting's rlying-abilitz that I wouldn't leave until he
dide All of o sudden; and 1% s¢emod 1lillke a miracle to us
whn wore tensoly waltinz for the crash, thore was a tiny
rif% In the olouds, Ipting didn't waia ono secgond; he Just
cdova. right into 1%, ond made a perfect landing in 2 valley
that wasn't big enough to land a cub in safety,

"do had just gotton out of tre plane whon a swars of
Arats surrounded us. +hers et have been a lnndred of thom,
and they were arzed wlih rlfles, speara, and somo wlth cluls.
wnen wo saw them coming wo debated whother we should shook
at them or try to talk to thowe e decided Lo talk to
the:, Tut we couldn't underztand thesi and they couldn't
undsrstand uas,

"They dldn't hurt us, buit they cersainly weren't
friendlys. JIhey took esverything away from use-=-guns, wallets
and everything wo lad In cuir pockers=--and thoey wouldn't
let us near thoe plans,

_ "o hod no 1cea where ue were, but in a few mlnutes

a Spanlah officer come up and arrosted us, and we found
out thaf wo had landed 1n Spanish Horrocgoe Tho offlcer
rarehiod all of us, our crew and the Arabs, Into a native
village atout two mliles away, <The procession we made
csusad mors oxcltoment, I guess, than that villase had had
in 1ts ontire history,

"The ratlives oll thouskt L was Chlnese, Lut Zettoring,
ocur radio operator, explalined Lo the Spanish aoldleps that
1 wes Japanese Americans That croated qulte a stip when 1%
go% arounds iest of tho people, voth Spanish anc Arats,
flatly rofusod Lo boliove 1%, and later it took the Amerlecan
exbassy Yo prove 1t to thenm,

"In a fow days we were {lown to Spain in a Cermman planae
and Interned In a mountain village. e Lhoughit we'd ba thero
for the dwuratlon, but within two montha, throuzh wmathods
I can't reveal, wa wer in ingland,” ;

Once more ten spoke of his furlouzh at hore at which
time he spent fiftesn days in Lershey, Kebraska, Els home=



town friends wouldn't let him alons, and he had only two meala
with his folks at home, He also spent five days in Chlcago.

ientioning in tho same Lreath, Sg%s Kurokl Judged
santa Monica and Hollywood as the Lesi places to spend
hila furlouzhe -Far mors than any other plase he has vliaited,
Zon prefsrred these Caellfornlas cltles. In the Colden State
he tad oxpegted prajudleces but never ran into dlseriainatlong )
and Aifficultles, Ho. brlefly mentloned the Clony Simmst . - o
program incldent, indleatlag that the "affalr" occured siwply ™ = ™.
Locause some . offislal In the broadeasting company was "paid - . o0
of " by certain factlons, i{isa 3imms; he added, more than . =~ 7
wade up for the unpleagant event, !e lauded tho good work
and organlzatlion of Committee on Amorican Zrincliples and
Falr Play.

“en synpatlhigzed wit

b the syacueca for sthoir Lapdship
Suring the evacusilon urd r
o

, H glocatlpn programe The atrus;los
st have been heartbrealzing, bs admlitted, lut the couniry
too had desn undergoln;: sonsitant chunges and challenge,

Ap hls mesgazs to tre Fopaz resldents, he pled for iis
folluw nisel soldlers on thwo Lattlofronts
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hany of you don't imow ware Tou don't lmow what las
rannenad oabslde.  wer lws chenged the fanlllar norrml Lifo
vou rad Leen accusloned to, and overything on the oulslde
18 zeared to the war eflfori, »And tonizht I an addressing
vyou for the coys who are unable to Ue hores 1 mesn the
nisel soldlers who are flizhtlng for youw=eths LOOth Infantry
and tho 442nd infantry., i'or them I speak tonizht.”

Wnhen Sgte Kurokl flnlshed thero was an ovation seldon
hourd in Topaz, Throushout the ovenlng, thoe nlsel hero's
low monotore hold the audlence's attentions, Den's maln ad=
dress wag Judged as ono of the smoothest and zost lapressive
celiverics over heard 1In Topaze

IAMDURGER FESZD AT TIE TOPAZ TIMES:

Immodiatoly after thoe publlc reception, Sgts Zuwrokl was
entertalined at the Topaz Times' partys It was almost ten in
tre evenlng when Zen waa {lnally able to gehk away froum the aulow
graph scekers und appear at the Times Dulldinge There the party
was in progress wlith varicus parlor games recelving a wholeew
hearted attention, "Thia is what I I1ike," cormented Xurold,
grinning ot tho crowd of more than forty yourg poeoples - ko
aooner than he aspolke, Ben was ushored iInto the ganos ~



'

- Ina nuffet atyle, hamburger sandwlches, potato salad,
pleklen, olivess potato chipa; and orangeade were served
during the Intermission of gameds DBon heartily jolned in
tho sotlvitless As the group bunched around the long teble
munehing their bhamburger sandwlohes, Chizu Ishida, well
mown slnger; rondered soveral songse Othors gontrlbuted
additional pleces; and sveryone prosent participated in

the com.mlti Bingings For Xurcki &:young talented couple
- donged the. Jiytérbugs Pt bt

For ono, Sgt,. Kurokl was not asked to glve ageount of
hio accomplisbhmentss o simply beldnged to a bungh of youny
folks out for 8 good time,  Instead of belnz called to
descridbe hig Ploeatl rald, and tho membéers pleaded for an
army or alr corps song from Zene Zen grinned and refused
to sing. le could not sing, he defended hl-selfe shen the
paryy closed &% mldni-ht Sgb. ~urokl was escorted back to
tre atofl Lousing area.

SATURDAY DOINGS

’

Sgte furokl was lnvited to speak before tho Cowzamlity
Counell and «lock Janacora' jolnt msobting at the Councll
Clamber on Saturday % 10 a.uze In an Informuwl procecured
Jern and the Zroup dlscusscd on varlous mmtisrs, wlih the
{floor open for quorles snd toples of Intsroskt, as ..araara,
ctalrsan of tha Councll Solective Jervice Cormilitcs, presided.

At noon Ichisalm, offlelal gulde, snd as lapabara,
getod as hosta %o Don at the Lining iall 20 wiere 8 typlcal
"earp® lunchoon was acrved. In the menw was voanse S3be
Jupeki's entrance created guite a stir as e blogk residonts
nd not axpoctoed hils eppesrance at thelr very 888 wll,
Lining up with the roslidonta, In tho mess line, Jen dined and
gg«iad naturedly chatuted with the people who pgathored about
i,

BEN MZEIDS TS APPOINIIVE PRRSOBLEL

As Sgte Xurokl entered tha Administrajion Recprgation Hall
at 1115 Deme on Saturday, ¥ S0th, a standing owatlon from
the porsbrnel-audlence iPested him, Chagrined as ever, Len
modeatly walkaed down thoe conter alsle to his seat; and after



several minutes of delay Projoct Director Zrnat opencd the
meotinges The hall was f1llod to capaclity wilth almoat svery
adninistrative poraonnel prosenbe ;
9he hall bacawe hushed as lpas Ernst Iintroduced the nisel
horo 50 the oudiencos As the Sergeantts desds wors well
nown and tho o jorily of the personnol baving olready hoard
his malin adcdress at tilne public receptlon, Zuroki asked for
gueations from the floore Someonse 1n tho crowd asked him to-
‘elaborate on hia bombing misalon to Ploostl oilfioldsy

o nayratod his expeorloncées as followss

"In tho sfternoon iajor Jencral Lreroton, cormanciig
consral of the llnth alr loreo, came around In a staflf
car and talked to us for almead an hours Lo aeld we were
~oing on tho moet Loportont and one of tle mwst danjorous
“issiong in tho Llstory of Leavy Lonbepdment, that It laod
ocn planned In saohinzion monthe bLerlorecs e told us that
Ploeat! supplled onew=third of all Zaermany's oll and nesyly
all of Italy's, thes was tired, furtlermore, to out liitler's
fuel supply as :is Jivisions pusiiod to celend Lt sgalnst
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next sarnlice o wied to encouraso wg as much 88 poasible,

"one s afternoon Bolfopre e roid he omplnsiced that no=-
body lad to go who ¢Adn't wart tojy Lt wos really a voluntocr
rilosione lio one declined, but we wore all very ltorsw, Oowmc-
one hmd montlouned that even Af alil plones wero lost it would
Lo wopbl: the prive, ancd tlad started wore tolk aboul 1ts Le-
ing: a sulclido nlssion.

"L Cldn't sloeap very :much that nizht, ond thore was
pore of ¢ho Joklng that usually won{ on among OWI' CroWe
Lp trlod hapd &n gléep, bocauso wo knew 1t would bLe a lorg
line o tho runvays

"ue took off at tho crack of dawne. it was a perfoct
sumrsor cay, warm and belays <he lcad plane of tho zroup
started out, and the othera followed at preclse intervals
urtil flr.-al]'.,, the wbole %voup wag in the sky in perfect.
forrmation. Jur group Jolned other groups from ncarby flelds
at pro=arronzed places. 1t was all spllt-second timinge.




"We wore keyed upe. Weo kniow it wes zoing to be the
blggest thing we had over done, and we wore detormined
i% would Lo tha best, It was the same with the ground
erows} thay had oclways token great pride In tkhe ship,
but this timo they had gone overboard to 2ot thoxn in
neyrfoct condlition. They slared our oxcitement and anxlety,
t00, 3

"From: Lengasi wa flew siralght over the “editorrancans
It was very colm and blue that days o were going along
at adboul 5,000 foot whon suddonly we saw one of the plunes
ahoad take'a straight noso=Gives, 1t wont down like a
bullet, craghod In tho water and oxplodeds. Yor half on
hour woe could see the smoke from it. I gave us a hountling
feolling, a3 of appreaohing: dsastore--we could scc tiwi rol
& wmap on that plono Lad a chanco 4o osctpss

“"2yep the larubo wwlloy, in ilowania, we went down
to about 300 feot, so low tlat we could casily sco poople
in the stroets of Rowmnnisrn towns wavin: st us as we yvent
OVOTre ZThey swist bave Lhwoasht wio were friencly Lonters
heecause woe wers flyln: so low. =2y moyba they regornlzed
tio w:ito stapr on: our wliira gud were lad tlat wo were
comnlie

"About 13O miles froa tio tarset, wo dropsoed to 5O
Tect, followin; tle coutours of &l land, up over Lillg
and Cown intc valloya. .ur pillot woula lead straisht
for tihoge nills, ané avory time < thouzui surc we'd
cpasih il into thoem, Dut he would »ull us up juat in
tize, 2nd just enoulr o got over the ridge, ond then
Gown Into the next walleye Coming back we wore [lyin:
pert of the way at five and 10 feet off 4he zround, and
somg of tho plares returned to base with to base with treo
tops and oven cornstaliza In thelpr bomb-bays,

"iie rad a vory ood pilots I wae our squadron lesder,
Lte Uole Xe D4 Lossert, and his copilot was our regulsy pilot,
Yalor Eptings :

"lo cemo Into tho oll flelds at aboul 50 feet and went
up ko about 75 to Lombe The plane I was on weo leadlng
the laat squadron of tho second group overs. Mive nllos
{rom tha targot, heavy anti-alroraft atarted pounding us.
aben we saw the red flagh of those guns wa thousht weld
rover mpke Lt. lie really started praying then, e [liowed
tot If thoy started stootinz ald uwe wiih the LiZ zuns
at that dlstance, they would swrely gob us wilih srellor
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and mopre maneuvorable batltorlose Ve remomdered the Dritish
antl=aircoraft mon who had sald we'd Da dead ducks for anything
under @ 40 millineter cannons Af owr height you could have
brought a Liberabtor dovn with a shotgun,.

"Ploeastl wao wrapped in a omoko serson which made it
very difficult %o find the targota, . ilion we gok ovor
the refinerles woro already blaging from tho bormbs an&
gung of the planes ahoad of use

"o worat I saw, though, was the plane to the right
of uss ight £lak aust have hit the cas, beecsuse all of
a sudden tl was burning {ron one ond to the othors It
sand right down, as thou:h no power on earth could hold

t in tho alr for eveon a seconde. when 1t LIt the .round
it explodad,

"Svery man on that shilp wos & rrlend of mine, and
- irow the noaltlon each wag {1lyln:s 1'Q gsoeen plares
o cown uefore, but always [from a biszh altlitucde, and then
rou dontt see the orssht, Thils wey &
at end touch tnae mon,

% soened I could rcach

"The most pltiful thing was vhat ehilpls co=nilots il
vag an LI=yoar=old kid uhold lied about Lisz are 4o getb
into aviation codet tralnln-., <o nlweys called him Sunlor.
shen our roulep co=pilot, wio was {irimg: $ho risht waist

~d
un thag cay, saw Julor's shilp go down, hic let lonse with
“ls osun liko & cragy man, Junlopr was 1:is dest Crioncde
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xon we gow {lak hig our roud corzwncor'’s ploncein

a secend 1t vag burning from Gl bombebays baciks o pulled
1t w as hilzh ag Lo 6vuld zot LU 4t wes fentastic %o see
that blaslng Liberator clizbing streish:t upe A8 soon ag

o started clinmbins, ono man Jumped ocub, ond when Lo could
sob it o hilghor, two moro came oute Lvory onge of us inew
o bod pullod 1t up in ordor 4o cive thoso men 4 clLancss
“hon, nowls? he was done for, ho doliberately covo 1t into
the nLigbost dullding in Plocatle 7The Ingtant Lie ki, nis
ablp axnplodsd, - :

“He left Ploostl & rulne [uge clouds of smoke and fire
Lillowed from the ground as we pulled away from tho targot,
I% waa llle a war movle, seelny thosc mpsses of flamos
rolling toward gou, and whlte rlashes of 20-millimetor cannon-
fire bursting alongside of you, . » :

"o got back to camp 13 hours aftor wa had taken off,
It waos tho longost bombing mlasnion evor flown, and that
oxplalins why 1t was nocossary to do 1t at lew alfitucos



If wo bad bombed ak the usual leval, we would never Lave

bad enough gas %o got baslk, .

. "I was algo the moat dangorous misalon in the history
of heavy bombapdament, rénking as a battle in itgelf, . Ik
is offigially re?arded not aa the Ploestl rald but as "the .
bastle of Plosati," = =~

"There waz no llre a% the meas hall that nighte  Even

-though we were starved, wo couldn’y out whon woe thought

of the mon that sbould -hava besn standing in line and weron'ts

"And sven though we wers dead tiraed, we couldn't aleep, -
I know 1 dldn't elsep for several nizht after trat.: The
ground ordws Xepld the rumwsy llghis on all nlzlt, and
mauy of them sdayed up unit morning, Lhousgh ey knew
tlhie planes they ked wuorked go hard on and thelr {rlenda,
the nen who flew thow, weran't coming back, .

"The rext moraln: wes rough, tove  ve alwzys oL ud
at six o'elocik, and there wns aluays & lot of yelllns
Lack and forth Letween il tontge-gzomatbtlues welld (lpyowu
rocis at esch otlier's tonis. . Ihe only yellln: we lLeard thet
morning wes our co=pllod calllng for hls Irlend Juilon,
altlioush he had seen hin ~o down ln {lameg ihe cay Lelopree”

Anobler moabor of ile aucdlencs ingquired uwz to tle medals
Le wag weariny, vegquasting that he explaln ecach award i'op tla
benorlt of the peopls presonts Sgb. curoki, with Dl Lulale
table sidle, dravwled, "aoll, I 21d et a good gonduct medal,”

the llstenors roared with a hearty chuckle and applauced
hine . In the brief dubl lmpressive lmliwhour Szt Jurckl
mnade :nani' adnlrers ? anc as Le leff the mssembly bo aproar at
the ‘raflt Aze Doys' meetlny, ke was iglven even a sreater
ovatlon than previously. .

DRARPT ASE BJYS! MEETING

On Saturday afbternoen Fprank Yamasakl, as chalrman of
the Iraft Aze Coys! leetlng, promptly opened the session
at the audltorium at £ peme . The gatherling becamse an inw
forxal one as Sg¥. Don inaslated on "heart to heaprt™ talk withe
out forrslitys. The purposs of this meeiing was ko zlve the
draft age boys' an opportunity to hear firsthand what ap
amay lilfe was like and also how to prepare themselves for
tho grind thad was to bLe expected aa soldliors



More than a hundred boys attended the dlscussion, boys
of hlgh school age and their Iimzedlates prodominating the
gatherings Questions of all naturd kepd the wearer of iISC
buay throughout the perlod, Doys asked adoud thé trylng
firat days 1in the various basie tralning conters whon Zsn
had difflculdy wlth prejudlce and dlseriminations OSome asked
tine and again about tho specific bowblng miassions, such as
the one he participated in Siclly and Roms, ,

Quoations werse adcdressod to hin as to the-possibility
of nlael being anscaepted In tho air corps. 3ergeank oxplained
thas at presont the alyr corps quota waa filled a$ present
ond even the alr cadets are belng transforred to the comdal
2uty In the Infantry. Plylng and gsumery tacilcs were of
meh Interest to the bWoys, and Igl. Rurokl described some of
thxe actual oxperiences i has Lad In tho aire. Zis swuiery
gehool tralulngz in ousland, he explalued, laatoed only {ive
Cars go te had to loarn the teclhmnlgue the Liard vayesseln
coribate

it wiaa close Lo {four I the alternoon aa Yazasskl closed
e moeting. e of Sot, Lupoklits last sords of advice wa
"rake 1t on tho chlu, fellcows, whon you zet In the araye.
“aybe you have to teie many on the chin but 1$'s doan lob
better than o Le iIn the mwrchouse. Anything 1s better than
trat. And when you learn tn take it on tke cehkin, 1% fsn'i
g bad,”

DALIRQUETS

A gpocinl dbanguet feting 3zt.e Kuroltdl was one of the
mnst guccessful ovents held recently in the sity of Topaze
Indor the Joint spormsorallp of the cormunify councll and
blogk rmnagers, ropresontative luninaries from varlous
crzanlzatlons and <lvislons wore invited 1o the gala affalir.
soma of tho sdninisirative personnel 1h attendanco were roe
leot ilpector Charles s firnst, Asslstant Frolect Lirector
oand ra. Rosecos Ke Dell Keporéa Jitlcor and Lra. nugsell A,
Cankaon, S¢lcctive sepvice Jrricor and Lra. Corllos Cavtors
Jninz <all 23 was llled to capaclty with cloae to two lunw
¢érod parsons preasent tp accord the nisel horo his deserved
rocoznitlions Thozo without the invitatlonal, numboring many
scores, stood outslde by the doorways and window and rapily
vatehed and listoned to the programs MNuch of the evening's
succeos wag attributed to the abla asslistance of USO and



CAS; as the young ladles served and walted on the gucats of
the ovenlng,s .

Vernon Ighisaka, chalrman for the banquet, spoke brlefly
aa he offlclally openod the ceremonies, walco;ning Sorgeant
Zurokl once agaln to tho hoapltalliy of the sliy. As the -
waltresses asorved piping hot soup, the dinors neoadsd ro urginge
Throughout the cowrse, Zurokl; siﬁting beslde Irolect Jiractor
Ernst, chatted with those about bims Porbaps, on Zén's request,
informallty waa- the atroasix?'rthema of the evoning, Ichisalmg
thusy condughed the flrat half of the evening's progrem
without frllls. and olaborstenesss iMhen the wajorlty of the
dirers Iad reached the last course of the dimner, ¢ comméiced
to eall upon the speakars Lor the aveninge

{iro Xatayama, representing the Clilzensa' Commities,
wag thoe {lpst speaker, In hlo humorous address, Biro vividly
outllzed the relatlon Letween the nlsel in centors and outsile
and 33be Zurokl. {8 stated shero Is gorw truth shen the ol
repeated phrase of "Onco a Jap elways a Jap® was {lurng: ab
the Japanesao In Amorlcas e remried trat certaln clarfctorise
tilcs of ocwrs will alwaya reua.n Japanese, such 83 our physlcal
fectures. #e are of hm caxwe, he opined, "iub (6. . luroki 1s
cifferent frow the rest of uge" in hls huzorelillad sonieucen,
fiiro «atayann dozerlbed the clfleronce that ls in the asresaslive
actlon end pasalve Inscilon. e ststed, "Serzesnt ahiocis the
newy, mokes aeven come cloven Iin zamos, and win walued slip
7:0C318e 4G, O tho. center, shoot the bull, wwike seven goples
of everythinz, and sit on the pot.”

ila Comonstrated Iin his gpeech thul dlserizination and

vre Judiee hovo beglanlinszs in the sllglitess nisunderstandirg
and gravest mlsconcoptlon, Fopr an example, he told 8 story
of a nlsel who rolocatod In a large castorn cliy and uas
approached by a youny wiite woman snd an escorits JLe wouman
g . 2 338y WY - d'?. w 2 o o wy -4y o
aszed him biuntly +hat are jyou? Japersge or Chiness?
Ceoplng that he alght Lo molested for Loling a Japanese,

e angwered that Lo was Chincse. Without a momentts LCole
tatlon, the lady lunged at hiz with her nmalls, crylng, ™iky,
you damn Ubinkl Tou started this wapd” :

In concluslon Lo addressed to Sgie Zurckl sympathiszing
with hin on his preferonce of barrack 1life in the alr corps
to that of attending wenquots and receptlors. Sut, Lire
“atayama added, "our minerity problems are Lo Lo solved by
such notable agts as you performs We hope Lo have but ore
roof over us sll," - ‘

Representing the USY ard Paronta! UJroup, lire Se Shimoe



sorl recalled the paat of Lssel plonsors in predicting &
bright future of the Japanosa Awmerlceanss Puring the Keljl
era whon the closed gates of Japan was finmally opsned; he
informedy the 1ife of 1asol commenceds 7hoy came fo
America far opportunity, and hero thoy have seitled rfor thelr
new life was opened and opportuniby was ror the askings: Is
srodicted that the war will not last long, that it wlll end
soonoy Op labors In the peace Lo coms, the Japaneso Amspican
ora will flourish, "iisel will perform thelr duty through
their failth 1n Yomorrows” . e S S
3poaklng in bebalf of the Dlock Hanagers, Jamoa Hirancy -
ckalrman of 1ks group, addressod the audlence that "all'the
world loves a hero, and fopaz has ona here tocaye" ith
Sxte Suroki fizhting two wers, ire Liranc feld sorry for
© % bocauso nis obstacles are tressndous. iHls wdrk Involves,
e gtsted, two great prodloms of tha day..s.one, fasclsmy
two, Dizotry.

T'e recallod the history of tho Japanesge li Auerliea,
which 18 ong of =uny strursles, and he ldentlfled 3gte
“urokils accornlisisents 38 ono of Liz procesa in Intezrliy
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sel: "Donils first a silllitapy lero snd secondly & ugne”
2rojoct Lipreehor [wust then spoke of Lils exporlionce on

the nrevieus nizhi as be llstened Lo Szte Xurokils address

to Lhe poonle in Yopsz. Lipoughiout Ben's vivid agcount of

ila 1lfe ond 8trugslos, “re Zrnab folt a lup in hils throats

TH wag a niracle (oentioned by Szt Surekl In bis addresz aboub

hig boubing zisslon) that bo did come through safoly, Tirector

Trnst ceclareds Dub, Lo added, Lt waa nobl sn accldent. Sgte

Con was savel miraculously for thie work hat was weliing

Back norl. Lre Srnstta opinlon was that politlicians can maks

axcoloni addressos, orators too nave [fine dellveriss, and

avon 08 may zake a pretiy good spesch, but & dodr such as -

“en durokl outatpips them all without half trylnge Concluding,

the <roject Cirector sald, "Ren can't do 1t alcrn@e o have

our woprk $00s and, Sgte mupoki, the mon and women in Topaz

wlll not les you Jown," .

Dp, Coorze dehilubs, chalirman of the Gouncil, apole
brlefly as ho oxewplirfled Bon Zurekl ag belnz human Jjust
1l tha peopls lu the sudloncos. L6 adulred Den Locause he

ety

g tn

LA
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uaa.ﬁitypical nisel with good pointa..;.modost, couragoous
and g.qia te , : :

Prlop to tho presentatlon of nlsel way hero to the
audléncey; the chalrman for the evening made a spsclal acknowe
lodgsmnﬁ of the prossence nf the Topas onlisted roserves
in %ho hall. As Bgt, Xurokli had previously laucded the 100th
Infantery and the 442nd Infentry, Ur. {chlsska revenled, these

L St

resorvos wlll soon Lo called for active combab dutys e S,

prosented Szde Zuroki by stak that Ben bolioves in J,agnn’eae
Amgrloan Crgeds At the Adminilatrative Stafl meetling, Sgte
Rurokl had quoted 1t:

I amproud that I an an Amerlean oltizen of Japaness
angoatry, for ny very tackvround makes oe anprsséciaie nore
fully the wonderful advantss of thils ratlon. I belleve In
her lnsiitutlonz, 1deals, anc traditionsy i rlory in Lopr
beritage; 1 boast of nor hlstoryp I trust in Ler futurc,
ohe npag granted mo lllerties and oproriunliiles such as no

Indlvidual enloys iIn thie world todaye Sho Las given me on
“educstion boffttlm; wings. ~no las outrusted ro with the
rogponalbllicien of thie ranclilscs SLe Laa perwmitied e to
bulld 8 Lome, to earn a livellhood, to worship, think, spoak,
and 8¢t 83 I please--g8 2 free man agual o every other van,

Althoush gome inclvidunls mey clseri-inate e;minst o,
I ghall nover becomsd VILtter or lose faltL, for i know that
uch persons 8ro nob roprssentative ol the ma jority of the
Arorlcan peoples True, I shall do all in mybower to Glge
couragg such practices, but I ahell do 1t in the Amorlcan way
above=board, In the open, through courts of law, by educatlon,
by proving oyself to be worsthy of equal treatment end cone
slderations I am £y in wmy bellefl ihat Amerlican sportsmane=
ahlp and stsitude of falrp v will Judze clilzensilp and
vatriotlsn on the veslis of actlon and azilevenent, and nod
on the Lasls of physleal charactericiicse.

Secsuse I bellewve In America, and I trust ahe bHalleven
In me, and because I rave rocelved lurunbrable benelfits [rom
hor, : pledge myself to &o honor to her st all tines and in
all places; to support her constitutlony to obey her lawsy
‘o rospoot ber flﬂ%{ to cefend her against all onenies 4 forelzn
or Comnestlcy tp actlvely apsume my dutles snd obligatlons as -
a ocltlzon, cheerfully ard without any reservations whatsogver,
g.n tzie tope that I may bocoma a Lotter Amorilcan in a greator.
AaSY LCO ,
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Ag Sghe Xuroki rose to respond, a wave of applauss
zgreetod hine Lo faced the mike In his qualnt unassuning
manner, hardly glencing ay hia audlence, and talked in a
low wonofon® thay ia obaracterlatls of ﬁimg Wwhén ¢ was
ordared o0 vislt Topaa by the Wexr lepartment, Kurckl affirmed,
he felt dittor adbout 1t because he bad Just returned from
tho roesent tour to #inidoka snd MHeart Nountain Centers. Lo
fol% bLiiter hocause he had lost hisx furlough and was unable
to vomain at home, e had bul one weal at home when he vislted
hils hometowny Hershey, Nebraakas. I'9 wanted to stay home by
tho bedaside of his payent who-waa bLedpidden fox twd monthse
All these personal problemg, be maintalned, took hix by storm
and Lo ocould not kelp bubt bosome burts OLubl, he added, when
ho di¢ arrive in Topag he could soe hlmself slowly tlawing out
and bacoming Lipresszed by Topiaze ¢ liked the qulilstvoss of
the caun, and for bolng ccsusl In #ll acilvities be thoush
it was nlegs fnding Lils reagponso ghortly, be ssid thot Le
reslly enjoyed Topaz eand did ol rogreot hia coming o the
contior,

After she rounki ol applauge, Ichloala relligulisked tlio
socond B2l of the evenlii''s progrom o llobu lebata, the
capier ol ceremonies, In his droll mamepr e Jsltala enlertsine
cu e mmbtiering by tavoling Lixgelf ss a cood telont scoul
2§ Lopsae iss larceret oltashilialy vocal sclo openod tle
entoerdo lizasnt, followed Ly & amll 2irl who exhibiied ler
cltll s ¢odmp e joreties Jrour tho Apny lnductea srowp,
Jorry LcazAva erooned sovaral songs whilch captlivated e
ligteneras iilss {ogo Ighl oto than scored with Ler plano
recital, and fimally by, lobu Tabata's pet "leven Savoys®
condluded tho programe. In the latter skedch, which was
Lilerlous and origlnel, tho perforaors Iincluded irs, crast,
Ur. ond ips, Roscoe E. Zell, liro Xatayama, Jazes llrano, -
Wls. Chizu Ishida and Xosh <30n0,

o moss succozaful norty of rocent months oane to &
clooo at Len Paite

. Ap the pooplo Diled oul, autograph scekors ruished the
wearer of Uilshingsulshod #lylng Crosse Others shook his hand
and pariods In the late evoning 538. Luroldl was ozcortaed

to the USO cludroom 2t Reas 4 whore refroshiwnis uere served,
and an informal goet-tozothor wilth lato comors bocsne the
Offl.‘}lg. oy 8 :

b

TS0 PROGRANS :
UsBaOs, under the co=chairmanship of dres Arimoto and




not yot Lully reallsedy Weo ok that we arauverg;poor honteas
in $hic honorable wolcomd lunohgons: Tho naturs and cllinte,
whloh usually ash 4 good pary of Losplialliby, are alss very
poor and unfavorabla herael wild desért, duet atorm and ro
zroons 1o this late spring, But we did owr ubmost to welcons
yous Thowsh the refyeshmeni and program are poor,; they wors
all pronarsd Ly the worm heards of wothsrs and wlves wioose
boloved oned aro at the Iront at this momenie

"Flrally, hoplng your health and zond luok, I conclude
thla short address of welcomes Thank you," |
In bolwlf ol Ltle Adninlatrative Staff iy, Carior gave
a briof addresse “nllowins hils greetlnzs ? Rurokl responded.
o humorously comuonted thad when tho chalrpun haéd ovars
Iooked Ll and ealled tha noxb spealsy, nhe thoushit he had
baen yolleved of speachmeking for one cday, 3y o. 1%
g, e sdied with a rrir, too 2ocd 3o 1legs for lonre Hove
shizda yendered a srace o complete e flrat hall of tre
lay'tas Drosram,

A gellzhtfal luncel: wag in store for iieo Lonored zucst
and ropldenis ad whlen tine Igh. ~uroki relaxsd and enloyed
conaorilin: with tha old folks of the cliys, Tomms's gl
talontod arilats onlertlalned 40 Jugotae (lano aulo, dmiee,

Voo Mgl P LT iy -y A s 4 EFey SR BES XA Nt Fats 3
SEIADES .’.a.--.», 8l \,‘.)Ctll B5Cll wWara QGO L5088 (e8GR GGe

3 M2llowing: s@as M0 T30 progvary Jop thie days
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NMORNING WORSHIP

Although the schocduled coxmunibdy-wlds plenle for Xuroki
wag called oif on ageowmit of wot grounds, Sunday was a husy
Cay fop the renowned nlaol vialter. At the Young Peonle's
wornlng worship Lield at the Linlng Iall 32, he »ade a sur~
prise visit, enabling the sany churchgoors to meat him, In
soxmo quarters, Rurcki, belny a Proteatant, was expected at
tho church service, and some two hundred persons axpsctantly
walted and trusted tho rumor that the nisol airman would
rake hls appearance. All througbk the service condueted by
Reve Toukemoto, the gerreant sat In the audlence and listensd
to the mormon and zave »rayer, bHe had accustomed himself to
sayinzg 8 yrayor of thaniklfulness after cach bombing mlssion,
anc 48 he wisely attested, "They say thaey ere ro atiwists in
fozholess I can tell you {op sure thars are nons in hoavy
boribera eithar.”

e B T T A I T T e i e Y T R T ata]
CREY TOGK Ao wodnal Uy 'l.:i)].u Whiee v-)\.'iAJ.EH‘AR

Imseclatoly aflter tle US0 lunashoon S5z%. lurckl was slown
arcnd the Jopag zroun’, visitiny the farm arca tlat ineluded
various projects puel ag tlhe plg, clicien, turkey, ecsutle,
vosetabls loris,

-3 the evenliyy Larokl and Lis pearty cined at ihe linlug
ialdl 37, and whe sorgeont lngoly enjoyed Lavins clirver ag
the comnmlivy mees Lall, iere, hia admlrers gathired about
ni- oand an Liprompiu got-togetlhior was lrzwdiately planned.
At one of the typlcal roaldent spartments in slock 37 a grow
0T yoang people, ineluding now fages who bad not met tho
nisel bgro beroraz entortained hine Tiw famlliar "bull
geaalon” Uicklod Lhe seorpeant for he enjoys Informal croud
te @ "sEirf collar” gathering any daye In tho courge of twhe
evenin:, an Jrlental styled noodle soup was served with was
a8 collcacy Ior lZen. 4Anothor stopover scheduled for the cvenw
Inz vag prolonged and thsn inglly cancelled as the svenling
aviftly passods

Apound ten Deme when overyone was through with the "chow",
en awrously guggested ¢ pokor zeme o the Loyase Srins and
chuckles pepvaded the rooms, A deck of new playing cards
promplily appearad on the seane and a card table becans the
centoxr of attroctlon, By the way 8ghs Kuroki kept hiltting
tho Jackpot, 1% wag evident ithat hia apmy 1life had Lnproved



hias games His luckless victims griunin;ly ascunowledged hils
guperiority by shabing, "o wonder hels come flrough thirdy
bombing missions without a scrabohy

The party fimally Lroke up around two a.um., and 28 was
ggcorted to his quartors, To bthe members of the evening's
party Don provod again that he's a pregular guy snd 88 réw
progentatlve Amerlcan @s ars 1o cream, hob dozs and Hollye
wood movle, ’

BEN XUROXL SPRAKS BEPOMIR TIE
HINKE SCHOY. ASSRMBLY

At a ppoclal hl:h sclivol as embly s:t. .lurckl addressed
the entliro gtulent Dody onday wmornlns at 10 a,ns ADmroxinaiew
ly, 8 trousand sbtudenis wepre In attendance thet mwrning to
pay howace Lo Sholr Loros. Lomman lilrose, pracident of the
Tonaz Ligh Scehool atulsnt Uody, was ths chalpinan for the cvenbs

In 2o atlrrin: spoegh Lafore the hih school as.enbly
for which e was :ive: o pround of applauze, by his youthiul
adnirers, the lLebraska Loy, a8 pluoln an Augrliesiy a3 any
tipleal yo.tnr in America, spoke gsloply ard stral-hbiorwardlye
Yo She sbulents Lo carrled ovor the spirli of fnerlen provelent
Shwearhiowt Lo lend and in Ris Lnfoprmal way advized th
Japanese amgrlcans in reloceblion centers to keep in siep
with the presoni Lerpo.

Folloulng hils address an wiquoe wusical prosraoir was
mregenied, Includin: a pareant of léocal eventa hat Lad be=
comd hlatory.

<he agaembly closed Jush before noons Ljbe curokl rac
a date wilth the ilrl Kosorves at lwacheon, tut vefore he
could lezve the hall he wes doluged by sutozraph ssekers,
2irls, especlally, mlilled about hin seeking his signature
and for a zlose zilmpao of the vialtin: licros

Ginl RESERVES LUNCHEOE

Quoted Ly Sorgeant furokl as the most enjoyable meal
bhe had In Topaz, tha 5irl feserves! Lunchigon was one of the
spotllizhts durlng the wer herots visit, 7t lasied only an
oupr and fifteen minutes, but every wminute was crarmed
with oxcltonent, Including the Topas Hizh Schiool principal,




Draybton Suitall, and the HleZ monbord, & total of slghieen
persons gutbore«i af the hizh sohool dining poom to Day
vespecka to the nlsel aly horos. Autagmgh& weye In dewsnd,
and Sgts Xurslki graciously accommodatod the reqgucatss

In thls all=inforrnl lunsheon Lon Murokl made no spooches,
e ¢id ok haye to for his ascomplishnents and peraonollity
had besoiw widdly mownio the rosidenis since-his arrlval,’
S 10 nod boforge. Inpronpbtu quories and replics Iivened the hour,
and I¢n lived up to hils veputation as a widtyiconversatlion 118& - e
and a rezular follows 70 theg yourgor Topad fwowd such Go Lhe
7irl Tosorvesy Lo was woll-flited In the polesolf & wodel
hero, and no wondar the Topas yownsstors Lmxsedlately Locorw
"laoricd consalous. .

-

aftornoon selodulo %2t a Hhugy onc.  In iha nul horliy vigle
nisy S5gte Bon made & sucdwill tour, addrossing e ielta
Ao and Jlngkley L Lehoolss in 6 gvaning e uas tho
=056 of homor 8t e Llsnat Clud Jinnor as Dalta at which
bl the lowal laiduaries loplod wlih L weldl zuown nissl

Vigoans
HEFPace B

Soon tha allobttod Licw s ul Jor the Sovgeant, g

B Tt AP
NP Y 'J"A.L'ama')' ..l\..nr.a

Climaxing the Lusy prosram for lonuay the ~niugiseal
all wiih Zon Suroekl us (Lo hornorss SJusst wags hield at o
udLsordiie 7Tho Inll was sally cCecorated Ly CAL aptlste
docorator, lom Hammaaizl, wlih o patrlsile theue of raed,
viito and " Hlug, . dponaored by the Clilzons! ~oonmlttce, more
than a Lhundroed porzong ajtondod ithe social Dwnetlion winlch
lasted $11) nianishi, Popular Yosh Igono waa magtor of
corownlog. %ith recordinsa Surniahin: i muasic, Szt
Surakl doncesd with & niser o L@ lrls. . aofvesizasnis wsre

PETI . ~ 4 v 4 A, et o k) 3 dle ot A g
nraparad Jointly by the USD committes and &k lrl Hoservess

IOSPIZAL TOUR AND LUTCIZNON

-

O ¢ho mopnlng of io Copariurc, Sgbe Lokl made the
rownda of ke !:o»:ﬁf.‘al, visling potlents with scodwlll and
chiaers  HABW tho sooneratlon of the hesplial porscnnel, the
nod Cynss cpganlzation condusled tlho lours At noon 55€.
Turokl wos $ho guesd of honop at tho Lospital dining Lalls
“oclora, mrreos, hrse's aldes, donblsots, tochnicilans and



ot‘:er WOrkers wora proaanu al tho lmoheom Thoy awmmdad

holder of Distingu

a redoyr of maividmm ao % rox- hin a%aez ﬁim; Charachoy
tically Ton wag informl, remmg o bo abd

y convorastlion ag

££ ang impersora

sysn In Large gahherin@s. o ate heartlly bantered with diuem »

and respondad o &

: on :.ux.::éa

appearancg at
(1315 Dente) adnirer
akilulstration arve
auvneared in & car
a 1***1*&*)’: scok« ra
53 ,.;S.n;; zanor alte
erowd, hls zenuine
e prnab, tal

i3 ovorsezs essiy

Sndrere! lngquirtlos.

RIrdy 32%4 Kokl madé his fiml Topnz
~ate. ...ong, beforethe timoe of his ceparture
ra ang nowefound {riends milleqd avout the
a for o cuolce obsorvation spote I8 firally
£llled wilh hostosses, and Lumodizsel the
fror the yowns faly sex gurrounded Lhe wvehilcles
r sener, 18 .prlnusd anc uanter ad wlith tle
vocasty ocaplilivatin: the censer residentse
A 4l out Mo kis hwrrled nucking fop

?)\

n:...x't;, bid L sarowell end Lol ol;,as youe"

Tho 2oy Sgoud Zmem and Sarle Jorps stirraed tlo alx with

£L5tIn; ruslc. Do
chalblion seranmbled

T % =
- v gy by P »
*7.. :,'o-,..u.. wera thwe

-,‘X’\C L ;\3" td’ wt
A o & 'ul."x:*fz, sduead
L0 zeledulad tins,

onle aeva ST T y.w_; Sitte ~uroki o L ~ulia
o thelr rcn')oc«.‘.vo Carle AW LOLG PO
-L»4-u'4-.-’ ‘Ju.‘{ TS TS 4u~u, Jd\) -l .o:-; 11:..,3.‘)0:'.
.Ll’l LBONVCH \.iu.&.uf‘t 5 Ali;.f.t

T ol gitis b Lc 23 andé CASe A llﬁtlﬂ alter

BOT sant duroizl's car weaved sixoush: tho

exowd and hagsed t!:c o and Into $he opone Sad and wogpw

» .

Ine fagoe amon: the 2irls atodd waving i O "0=’€211.

As the csccarti*x:' vel:leles follewod thie Duroki cay tlmough
the ate tha okl deleone nrogran came Lo a tloze at tle

canbow s clbmz..tm,
[y oodgesy

lt J"L) .'\llbu

a 'os; -2 G0 \"’“m'"iou in lonop of the nlgel

slublon, Lwokl modesily sbumed $he Lally-

Tweling coning [roa the LoD { GO ZrOWDe -aa 4uz.etly agtood
o

talking with e wvarlcua iv

tralin wag m L1 0.
chatting about the

nas Lo had made in Topaz. “he
Close to hundred persons atood about him
futurs In relation to the pressnt clrcume

sLtunceg, .Ja hosteaces ¢lirolad ui with astentlion, Flrall

the ¢rain arvrnearad
el nely af hils hee

nd the growd of woll-wishora followed him
fo. 1he hizh achoel plrls stood by the traclks

iving hin g 1 and thon endgd with a bilzgh pitchad lyric
g"or Ne's a jﬁ%y pocd follows’ 7 S

fpon tho $train stoya he px'otentad any eort of gzhibition

but waved hils hand

to tho crowda<he tralin vus r!.lled with




inoaawn" anﬂ tm peax-ed ou&murioml o m!w am comotz.om
alowul 7 ulled ouly 5 ingulshe=

Ag tho tra ¥ p £ 8ix%s Yurold Locame Indisy
able from the wsfz of tho! wpdLor nad boyds




	ddr-densho-122-524-1_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-2_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-3_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-4_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-5_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-6_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-7_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-8_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-9_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-10_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-11_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-12_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-13_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-14_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-15_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-16_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-17_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-18_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-19_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-20_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-21_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-22_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-23_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-24_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-25_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-26_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-27_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-28_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-29_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-30_mezz
	ddr-densho-122-524-31_mezz

