lir .—Frank Chinj;

Your prorosed on2-on-one "interview" never did

T“that has vexed me
cet off my chest.

nleasc

take pl

no end, inasmuch as I had 8o much-to

Foorly typed, improporlyecomposad,
accept this report s nmy inlterview.

Sincere . y;

ace;

Savy

‘)Ll‘, y

CILRE

to



PHASE I V ‘ (,L/

YEncounter"

thase I of the FPC wuas the beatin¢ of the drums by Ckamoto,
and the blowing c¢i the trumjcts of Nukadute. Okamoito, the
fiery guny-ho man who Sp ke with full-blast fury of a flame-
thrower, and wrote with the brilliunce ©f Clarence barrow.
ivakadate the polisihed orator who gained the confidence of
the listeners wi.h itis cunvincing manter o presenlution.
Emi, handcore, musculur, whose deliberate manner of speak-
in¢ instilled fearlescness.

. . . . . . . ° -~

Fy oricinal contuct with the above tric waswny fir:t atten-

dance in one of the wesui=hall meetindgs publicisea throu:h
S . 3

hastily mim ot re:...2d leaflets ;posted ”t various : laces.

With full house cre.du, the early nedtings were o Lively
&s pre-rodec dance halls. The speechins b y the trio, and
then the reuttals and questions from the cudiences; this

Worhdea o OonLer hnwrg....ufler all, Lho issue was 4 grave onc.
for every doubts und apprehensions Hro.ucht up, Lha Erio  had
an undeniably sound ..nd nower-laden reply....just re:uiring
strong minds to nack-= it—up. But it still remalncd & haunt-
ing issue to the vast majority, "yes, but...."

Iy personal positicn from :the very rfirst was simply, "The
aedl with this noise ' The FPC wis more tactful and
Eherougns - The tefn: Yuithout due irocou; of  law' . would
precede or follow statenient after statesents. I was
tectally impressed Hy the knowledgeable lcuderb. who were
they ? Where did they learn all ‘this stuff ? uwere they
attorneys ? ilein: a citizen, not bein: totally aware of
<11 my rights, I felt ashamed.

.n a few occasion that I talxed with (umoto, 1 socr gained

nis confidence anc my el 7ers to help hin with his tyring was
taken up. (1 worked in the Administratiocn Uffic: amongst
apundant sujp:ply of typin j r“wgro, carbon papers; typ-,rl Eers.
2tc.) A few of his wors nat I kept, I shall cherish forever.
Viewed by the vast nmaj nrltv as a little "tetched inthe nead",
as overly agyressive, too dominunt, a iy dreamer. The

deart ttn. fentincl had judced him a latrine-hcuse philoso-
pdcr, a big »lachk »lot for thne rest of the recidents.

@@ vika adii nistr.ofion pegred him as simply at incorrigitle
ruuole-m_rcr. snortly thereafter he w s aquietly and
wiftly rlucked off t:: Tule Lake.

Urrf

Wwith the denise of Ckamoto und Horinoe from the F:C scere,

soon Nakaedate withdre: nimself from &1l activities. True
reason, I never le.urned. #t about onis time grect many cof the
boys were pichked-u:; and were placed in v.ricus jails in and

wround Cheyaenne. o wore public meelin:s were held. ko nothing,

the hopes for evantual victory, mors! or otherwise, ebbed.
~ne FPC has put its t. il between its 'e¢ «nd as the Sentirnel
aas stated <11 alon, - - "deserted Lie pwor, icnorant, :=nd
rilsinformed hoys wweiting their trial v

b
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"Eretious Few"

I wish I can do full justice in my report at this junction, -~ _
as the true spis it and brute determination of Lhe FPC emerged.
Frank Emi, unguestionably the great scurce of inspgiration.

The immediate issue at stake was to deliver what we had pro-
aimed all along: an attorney for their defense, and on with
the show. Dlow, all the meetings were held in private; wusually

at PranksssActs oAt Mrs Wubota's barrack ®OOM .

liy camp duties inclucaed being a mesucnier-driver for the
administration, sco it was no problem to notify the hand-ful
of sucir meetings. Talk about beinc¢ down to a "precious few",

this was it. 1Imagine the scene - - half-dozen or s0 fellows 3
cathered about trying to rig the shi; and et it on its way.....
while the wife of one is busy changing the diaper of an infant

in ancther corner wnhile trying to iro»n :he days wash - - all

at ‘the same tlmQ ! in the samne little room ! 3elieve me, such
was the "office scene.

Lztters were usually comwnosed by Franl and then we would re-
read, rehash, add, delete, edit and finally nod a; sroval and
sent them on their way. Replies were given the same close
scrutiny; each sentence interpreted one way or another, often
trying to read between the lines. with possible mail censor-
ship the project was tedious.

A tvpical scene - - - art who wou:d be sitting on thie floor

in the corner of the rcom would say scuething like this,

$F thine tIh2 seceong sepneebeceidn ke LSk parsirdsh PesEeo
strong, we con't wunt to appedr as if we're begging for his
services, etc....nd so cn &nd 50 on.." {hen we':d agree, the -
sentenc2 would be re-rhruscdes.c.e.thiit's iow the letters were
written.. .that's how decisions were n.de, with ev:rycne
pitchang Iy :

As I recall, at this stace the active porticipants were Frank,
<Pty Kozpe. Tir. hubota;:ang Min Tapesa. li those whoe were
scheduled to be "ricked-up" werc always encouraged to attend

so that they would be keprt abreast of the current events.

Trhe communicue with the outside worid with no rrivate telepnhcnes,
dcne mostly by mail was a slow and deliberate process.

N\




PHASE 1II

(continued )

Now in the meantime, the internal pot bec¢ins to bhceil over.
Can you imagine the turmoil and anxiety of the parents of the
boys and thelr wives when their loved cones are actuelly jailed?
Placed upon Xrank £mis shoulders at this Lime was o staggering
tonnage of burden. lir. Kubota (former Japanese school teacher,

and Judo instructor) with his excellent command of the Japanese
language, backed by nhis powerful personality was most influential

in keeping the Issei parents well infornad of the develorments,

and of the nccessity of keeping fait! in the'eventuel outcome.

I ¢o not recall ever, when he was not present at these meetings.

I believe it was his deep admiretion for the gutsy efforts of

Frank and Art, his love for all the young fellows whro were

picked-up. . . . . and also his knowledge that he can quell any 4
fears or panics that may and did arise from the parcnts. In this
area of service we cannot overlook the ¢great contribution made

by two of the issei parents: IMr. K. Kawahara ancd dr. Uhachi

Tamesa. There were sav eral others whose name slips me at this

tinme. '

Tvpical issucs broucht fortn from sowe cf the parents: "1 thought
we were going to win !" (after Cheycenne) ....Three yecars ! How
come 80 long l.s.s.enre you sure they'roc cetting endcu.h to eat ?
appeal 2 Is it worth the trcuble ? iicw inuch do you think it

i1l cost us ? What, :he Supreme Court 2?2 Wwhat fcr 2?2 Wwhat good
is it 2 How much 2?2 For:iet my son, it isn't worth the trouble

cr the monay ! UYWhat are you guys tryin, to rrove ? snd on

AR R | S R S e

,.\

L=
e FEIEN e & ST S RN ‘A‘%« .,ii



PHAGSS III
The End, or the Begi nnlm

#s I look bhack, the FFC de.crves the iijhtest nraise for keeping
the ship of hope steered in the Lruper Jizection et all times.
At no time was there any tiouchts of abondoning any of the boys.
1t was always ev ry»ody to-ether, inabilityv to meaot financial
obligations made no differcnce.

The few aclive participants knew what hed happened to Ckamoto,
any day they could be next. Some of tieir close f{riénds wouldn't
acknowledce their usval casual greetin.:. PBFaagine how their
wives und loved cnes were also bein:; . 1..rod at. i‘any were
sympathetic - - purely vec.:use they felb sorry for us. beino so
cullible in blind pursuit »f self-destruction.

for Cheyenne. ket in cloze touech with all
(candies icaretlies, clean socks, meszanes from home et e 1L
) b  » |

stayed there all durin. o bpXal G 'Q{t us informned deily of
the trial progress. ilow reassured Liie folks were to have soneone

Take Kozie Sakal for enchple; ‘obtained a pass fren Cum', hefded
{ 1

there ! How helpful it was for the re:ut of us ! 3But wnhat about —

~wie ? He could easily i.ive been piciiad up on any crumged-up
ciuarges by the FBI or tiie 4RA and beqn disjcsed of. His wife
that. Kozie knew that. We all know that.

Aank Emi and O Horino walking ovt the gate = - a bullet in
from the military se entinels poevcned high above from
un towers....another ossibiiity.

\J._\:L.
0 O
e
%)
p 4.9

Having launcaed the shijp that took the ecase of the 63 all the
way te the Suprene Court - - that iz what I am most proud off
and to have been there witnessing the li'es of PFrank, art,
Kezie, etc., yetting the frame work ccne and launching it on its
way. It was always stressed, and I firuily believed in it, that
we had to e all cut all tite way to (i koj;.. Perhaps Lhe odds.
in the district court was slim, but i _her the court, the better
the chanc@gt as ‘wag croven:in - bhe Consiuilrocy . brials ~ Like a
fighter, you may it tihe canvgs in the early rounds, but you
cdather your cnurace and wisdom and slu¢ it out to the 15th round.
Trues-wWe ML oaE i piec Subrene S Cour b csllotadhe e S EnGdictui
They cvaded the issue wnd avoided embarassment by simply refudng
to hear the case . =s.L.Wirin petiftioncd for Rehearing , hut

tc no avail.

e the nid=Torties wi.cn all this tcol lice things have bea2n
Judety . CPos- el #$ a self-apjointed historian for the FPC,
ezch little news article of interest concerning the resistance
I faithfully entercd in the scrap-beok. It was early thic year
that I decided it was time to share the scrap-book with Frank Emi.
e would be the ftirst to lay eyes on it besides myself. Then: T
had the pleasure of mecting you and Luicht. That cvening at
Kozy's, when I suw the voluminous amoM. of copies of articles,
frewdnn hearings, <tc., t:a2t you had in yoeur possession, 1 was
Flooreds  Hey Bl s gy was realivrsoriois dnhls rescaren 4

It seenms like a relay , (kamoto pascing the baton on to Frank,
Art, Kosie, and now into the hands of btwo willing and competent
anchor men headinc for the turn towerds the tape.
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PHASE IV
Al 1 Coneltusion =

Your second trip teo FMountain View was a dismal failure as far

as attendance was concerned. Above all, it turned my stomnach

( and I'm sure Kozie's too) to realize how the great majority of
the boys have beccie so inconsiderate, soastoofi so aloof.
Realistically speaking, at the mere mention of the names of Frank,
Art, and Kozie, they should be trampling over each other to

greet them, to sheke their hands, expressing long over-due

‘gratitude. Their only concern. . . . oh so ;etty, it was dis-

wusting. 3

As for myself, as 1 stated before, I would feel insulted if

my name was omitted from the list of Lhose who too®: the stand.
Ko report wculd be complete without Ihe meniioning of what

Art 2mi must have endured during the trying montns when Frank
and Kubota were arrasted and the poeriod while they were in-
carcerated. The inminent closure of th= camps was approaching,
he had his own family, his father, and rrank's young family to
worry about, plus all the other relatad maltters. At this stacge,
I would say Art and Kozie really had the ticer by the tail.
Ferhaps we were most fortunate that by that time A L.Wirin of
the ACLU was so helnful (beil,ctc.) «nd capedble and willing to
handle both cases wilth little or no cncouvraaement. iHevertheless,
only someone like n~rt coulid have wilh:tood the pressure that
was thrust upon him ¢t the time.

How fortunate it w:is of wne to have booen allowead within the inner
circle and pernittad to Le an eve-witnoess. [y parsonel contri-
buktion was nil, mere in the line of ¢ wessencger. Believe me,
the least I eotilg do wasidoe ny bests

All in 211, those cays, iLnose years, i wouldn'l trade .
for anythina!

pespechfully submitted,

tvents at a Glance - -

arah 144 Last publiec mecting of #PC

Fare& aAnril About 50 hovs orrested

April Tamesa¢, =wi, lorino walks nut gate
nnril CUkama ey rrie b - Horrng,; . Tule: Luake

fay ilore arrcusts, now 63

June Cheyenne trial of 63

July FREsLendors arrestexl

Sert. Releasod on bail (HirinQ

8 e Conspir«cy trial, Chayenne

NOV . Leaders convicted

Hov. & Doc. 2nd grou;:f of 22 boys arrested

Dec. 2nd greoup out on bail (lirin)

Farch 1245 63 loses in Denver (fppeals Court)
Juna .  Supreme Jourt turns down "63"

July 2nd grouyp accepts ancve, sentenced
AT g Conspiracy appeal in Denver 2
- Feh 1946 ppeals Court overturns, rel=zased
Fei. 1947 2nd group of boys connletes sentence
Amas 1947 Presidoeniicl Pardon
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