HEARING BOARD FOR LEAVE CLEARANCE.
December Ist, IGhZ

MEMEER OF TEE BCARD; Jchn D, McG§wan, Project Attorney,

Intervievee; . Kiyoshi Okamota
22-8-B
Heart Mountain , Wyoming.
USEs 96Lg
McGowen; Zave you ever had a leave clearance Eeafing ?
Okamoto; Yes, shoed Lo o
McGowen; You are 55 years old ?
Okamd to; Yes,
McGowen;. Waecre were yo u born ?
Okamoto} Hawaiian Islands.
Mc Gowen; Was your father a Japanese 'Citizen i
Oxamo to} Yes,
McGowen; Was your mother a Japanese Citizen ?
Ckamotoj Yese.

- McGowen; How long did you live in the Hawaiian Islands ?
Okamoto; I came into this C;untry in 1928, Up to that time,..,
McGowne; How 0ld were you when you came to this Country ?
Okamoto; 39
McGowen; Did your father and mother come to thix Country Qith you ?
Okamoto; No |
McGowen; Had they died in the meantime ?

Okamoto;‘ Yeg,ﬁ
McGowen; Do.yd;.hgve any other relatives in this Country ?
Okamoto;  Yes, : o - ' o



,
’4 E.
.

e
i

TR

Sk
i

o
iy

-

Leave clearance zearing...Kiyoshi Okamoto...12/1/13,..P-2

McGowen;

Okamo to}
McGowen

Okamo to;

McGowen,

Okamo t;

McGowen;
Okamo to}
McGowen;
Okamo to}
McGowen;

Ckamcto;

McGowen;

Okamoto}

McGowen;

Okamoto;
McGowen;

Okamo to
McGowen;

Okamo to;

McGowrens

Okamo to;

Will you state their names, ages, locations ?

I have a brothér in Idsho, he is a veteran of the other War.
How old is he ?

About 40, I have a sister in Pleasantville, New York. She is teachin
Socizl Schence., She is about 45 or U6, I have a sister, she weat
back on the Gripsholm the first trip. She is married to an Alien,
so~called. She is about 52, Ther I have another brother, he is about
b2 Or 43, somewhere in China, I dont kmow where.

In the Japanese Army ?

No, no, no. As a merchant I think, When the Japanese Army invaded
China, he took over quite a lot of American interests, I think.
He is a Citizen of this Country.
You are a Citizen are you not ? %
That is what I am wondering...am I or, am I not T
You were born in Hawaii ?

Yes.

Doesnt that automatically make you , Citizen ?

According to the Ammendments, I hzad assumed it to be so, Since I
have been shoved into here, I have been kind of doubtful aboit ite.

You know darn-well you re a Citizen, Ckamo to .

The assumption and the actual focts are different. I have very litt]
little rights left.

Do youc care to revoke your Citizenship in the Upited States ?

Why note It is through compulsion that I am placed this way, not
through voluntafy ,cts of mine.

Were you treated any differently than any other people of
Japanese descent were ?

In what way ?
By being in a relocation Center ?

Treated differently from others of Japanese descent ,I dont think
SO

Where did you land on the mainland of the United States ?

San Pedro,
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XcGomen.

Ckamoto:

Ckaroto;

:’.Ic G owen 3
Ckemoto:
MeGowne:

Ckamoto;

licGowen;
Clreroto:
McGoien;
Okemoto:
McGowen:

Okeamoto;

LicGowen;

Ckemcto;

% It is oritted This grouDp were CaucasTahs
Jtat did eu do A from Beverly Fills, Santeayl :

Hollywood Ocegn Perk e
Primarily I ceme'S@ito this Coun Ty tec ITTtrod

trovical horticulture, raibly, the pepaya. I cane
here thinking of introducing it in preference to th
agocado, which had just gsined vropularity. for thet
Jeu might say humenitarian standpoint. I started orezNizing

Berege Velley. and then I was instrurentsl with Iy obYecti-~
ve of horesteading that Velley. In the meantire I orgenlxed

& Froup ceorporation or land holding corvoretion tocgether
To make it fescile I was instrumentsl in getting Imveriel
Zoard of Supervisors to teke interest in building rozd to
to conmnect that Velley with the outside merket. It is a

cecondery peved highway. (Oritted...B x_with Seo
Diego Boerd of Suparvisors.

How 1lcng were you engaged in this work ?

eason

I ment brore in I929...tte crash ceme.

"hat did you ,d0 gfter the vrash ?

I felt Aike getting drunk so I started out for Censzda. st
ITox c two jobs were offered. I took onz of them as fielg
foremen for the Pacific Fruit Exchange.

Tow long 3id you work on that job ?

Two years.

Then where did@ you go ?

In the m:=antime a ranch was valmed on me. I became & ferrcer
fcr a while.

There was this ?
At Turloék.
How long @éid you ferm ?

ALbout two yeers: gresshoppers.

Then where did you go after that ? N

I returned to Los sngeles, hoping that the Pepression wes
about over, but ¢idnt meterielize. I went into newspeper
writing, a little promotion.... : 2

For what ?

Buginecss trebcres. Didnet succeed. Then finally I entered
tre Ilfovies.

Py S



sialoven; fLou mean you worked for the movie companigs ?
avarmoto; =n extra; &acting.

cEoven: »2id you act in any picture ?

Ckamoto; ?ay #est, in the Charlie Chan ceries, love befcre Lreakf
g foraet.

e3omen: “hat kiné of perts did you tele in these victures ?
Cramoto: Chinese characterization.
leGoven: <Then what dii you do ?

Ckamoto:; Then I became teacher in tke =adult prozgrom, emergency
educution program in los angeles,

iicdowen: Then what ?

such until I was evacuated, thet was for about si:

Cxamoto; I 'va
tothink.

_ye >

[0}

4]

)
iicGowen: Are you married 7

Crzemoto; Iio.

Zelowen: Do you have any ckildren 3
Okamonto: Mot that I xnow of .

icSoven: EHow do you feel about tke ar lr. Ckamoto ?

Ckarote} fou might say my sensitivities on current events, I har
vay any attention to then.

Selowan: You just dont read about them ?

Ckaroto: In fadt, it is only in recent months tkat my mind is be
gining tc function again vroverly. iile at Janta anit
I was simrly mead.

MeJovens iad at whorm ?

Ckamoto: I'o one in particular. jus® jisillusionei.

licGoven: About the United States 4

Okemoto: a&bout what I hag tesen taught about Lemocracy, fair pl:
justice, things 1ike that. I realized jou cannot rely
upon humane beings very m.ch, tkey changz so much.

= YeGowen; Do you think that eny different in the Unit=d States t
in Jepan °?

Okemotos I never gave that any thought .
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McGowen;

Okamoto;

McGoven;,

- Okemoto;

MeGowen;
Okemotog
I.:c G owen :

Ckamoto;

lleGowen:

Ckemotoy

licGowen:

Ckamoto;
I'eGowen;

Okemotog

LicGowen;

Ckemoto;

McGowen;
Okamoto;
McGoweng

Okaroto;

Are you still mad about Evecuation .

#ell, I wouldnt go to that extent. The pain is a little

bit more...l could look at it a little more philosophicelly
but I still think it is unfeir.

Tho éo you want to win the War ?

I am not interested.

Tou dont care whether the United States win or lose ?

Yot under the circumstances. Not until clarified of my status

Fas anyone told you that you were nct a Citizen ?

Lo, but I gesume thet since I wes not giver cue process of
Law, being conderned as a criminel, an outlaw, an outcest,
& Citizen witkout & Country.

Fave you been condemned ?

What ere we here for then 7

Fave you tried to get out of tkis place, relocate ?

No, I bavnt tried.

I think you couléd, couldnt you ;4

Whet are those soldiers down there for ? If I was a Citiszen,
en American,there should be no fence, no soldiers to hamper

.my free movement, but the #WR4, the Lilitary is hampering

through threat, bullet, bayonet, so there is no common sense
standpoint, unless I went to be shot.

You know, dont you,that you could apply for leave cleare&nce
end go clear on out of this place, and the soldiers wouldnt

shoot you and no one would bother you.

I grent that. But is that leave clearance of such a nature
as to be unhampered by any red tepe ?

Ch, I think co0.
I cen go back right to California, can I ?

No, that-is the Army,that is not WRA.

In my cese, I em not differentiating between the WRA and the
hrmy. I figure as a Citizen I shouldnt be hampered in &any

movements.

—

3
3
-3




* llcGowen; -he united States Supreme Court may declare your position
right sore day. :

Okamoto; That is very good.I hrope it does for the seke of not of
myself ouly, but for the sake of others who may come in

the future tut, what is the point of sending flowers after
you are dead ?

AY &
McGowen; Isnt it true that most peopeke rether like this place ?
Ckamoto; Somebody is crazy then.
i‘cGowen; It is true they dont want to leave here , do they ?

Ckamoto:; They must have some other reason then, because they are
not in love with Heart Mountain.

"eGoven: Ye cant get trhem to reiocate.

- Okermoto; How could expect, wken you have pauperized them, taken
: away everything they had built uv for the last 20 to 40

years .+ It isnt fair to ask any one to relocete in a

strange environment on § 50.00 aspecially after ths agent
resoonsible for that condition have not taken into con-
- sideration any of those matters »nertaining to equity and
= Justice.

u.cGowen; Hov much schocling kave you kad ?

Ckemotos I have never graduated any school...grammar, high school
or college. But I have attended them all.

MecGowven:; Did.you go cl=zar thurough gracmar school ?
Okamoto; I jumped from the saventh = grade.
llc3oven: Did you go as a senior to HEigh School ?
Ckamoto; From csenior to College, yes.

ilcGoven:; Eow long did you go tc Collegze.

Okamoto: Two years.

»e

licGowen “here ?

Okemoto; University of Hawaii.
licGowen; Can you read and write Japanese ?
Ckamoto:; No. I did take it but that was forty five years ago.

icGowaen; Did you ettend language school in recent yeers ?

Okamoto; No.

TR
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wcGowen;
Ckamoto:

IfcGowen;

Qkamoto

McGowen

Ckemoto;

LlcGowen.

Okamoto;

McGowen

Ckamoto;

ucGowen
Ckaroto
licGowen
Ckemoto

lieGowmen:

OCkamoto

lieSowen

Okamote

MeGomen
Okamoto
lic5owen

Okamoto

Ivﬂ

Do you want Jepan to win the VWar ?
“hy sheuld I ? I dont know Japan. : -

You said you didnt care whether the United States won

didnt you ?

Japen or the United States...
me it isnt my war.

You asked whether I wented
to re it is indifferent, to

seriously involved in this Ver

Yes, but you and I both are
37 b B 5

Who do you want to win this
case of my wanting or not

It vs impafertal s Pt-isnta

wanting.
Dont you have eny wishes in the matter ?

I am simply disgusted. I ha-

Ko, that is the reason that
I have no wishes in the matter

vent paid eny attention end
Do you consider loyal to the United States ?
I do, more sc then & lot of people think or imegine. I
would like to make a little correction about that word
"loyal". The institutions, the ideals, there is nothing
the matter with it, I am for it. But, the distortion of
all those ideals is something that hurts re.

Would you bte willing to fight for the United States ?

Under certain conditions, yese.

ffrvevmasriprmther protsetionwefritsnydienks
That are those conditions 7
If it was for the protection of its ideals or institutions

fould you be willing to fight Japan if Japan was inveding
the United States ?

1 wWouldas

S N T RN PP ATV PP P SNOTEN NS

Then I take\you would be w1111ng to volunteer if you were

a young°r ran

R wouldnt for I would desire a llttle more cletifi-
cation of the objective of the Wer.

b i st i i L 2 i

Jevan ettacked the United States .
T dont esgree to thet staterent.
Didnt they borb Pearl Barbor 7

T™har is so, but of course it goes further back.
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*icGoven

Cxamoto

Licaowven

Qkarcto

Leuoven

Oramoto

l.cGowen
Ckzamoto
i.cSoven
Ckamoton
LeGowen

Aremoto

Lieaowen

Ckamoto
licGowen

Ckaroto

;':C 2 owen

Ckamnto

Tnhat do you thrink is thke cause ?

This Country delvirnz into tusiness effairs that wasnt any
of its own....reddling in other veoples affairs.

#onld you today swear ungualified allegiance to thre
United 3tates of =america and fuithfully defent the United
States from any or all attack bty foreign or domestic forces
end forsvear any form cf allegiance or obedizance to the
Javanese Zrwreror, or eny other foreign Governcent, Zover

or Orgenization ? :

Yes, that is right.

In other words you do not like Japan any btetter than jyou
do the United Stetes.

e, mait a minute. I seid this; I do like the United States
better than I do Japan. £nd forswear allegiance...I never
did ove allegiance to any otkter Country anyway in the first
vlace, and I will also defent its institutions if it were
jeervodized.

Sut, you dont believe they are jearvodized now 7
%o, I Aont think so.

Feve you ever asked for expatriation or repatriation ?

7

w0

Have vou ever had army training any nlace ?

o, in the other war I volunteered for the aviation ccrps
inited States, but I ws aafeered at that time, I dont
knOw who was ra2s onsible, vut I wvas defeered into the J
classificatione. e
and Hewail
Zave you aver been outside »f the uUnited States to any
otrer Country ?

No.

Eave you never been back 19 Japén ?

o

4ill yov tell re the Japanese orgenization you p2long to ?
T dont belong to any. |

Do you belong 1o Yen Jin Xai ?

AT
0

&1
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licGowen

Okamoto

lleGomen
Ckemoto
bﬁcGowen
Ckamoto
1eGowen
Okaroto
XcGowen
Ckemoto
I.fc G o™men
Ckemoto
I’'eGowmen
Ckamoto
MéGomen
Ckamoto
licGomen
Ckzaroto
llcGowen
Okeamoto
IfeGomen
Ckamroto
LicGowven
Ckamoto
LieGowen

Ckamoto

J0 you believe in judo ?

I suvvose if I know it, it might comre in handy soretime,
I never did have any hankering for it.

“

-ar€ you working here at the Project ?

o

«re you & dual Citizen ?

%o, not that I know of .

Do you own eny property in Japan ?

o

are you the cldest son ?

Yes.

Uid you inherit eny property in Jepen &t that time ?

Jo, T dont know. It may be it was transfeered to my brother
Do you heve any hobhies or svorts thet you enjey ?

;t oresent ? linerology,caxera, color photogravhy.

Baseball ?

Baseball end footbsll were my strdng roints a long time ago
2id you used to vnlay footbéll, basebell ?

Yes, pretty good et that, if I may brag. -
What religion ?

None, not any orgenized or'established church.

You are not & merber of the'Bgﬁéhist Church ?

= - 13

Do =

-~

Cen you write Jananese 7. .

-
v

M\ . .
nNo rvir el

fou speek-it of course 7 %

yes.
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L.auo™men

Okamoto

esoven

Okaroto

MeZownn
Qkamoto
licJoren

Qkamoto

Ckaroto

L23owven

“kamato

MicJoven

Ckamoto

FeG oven

Ckarmoto

lave you ever invested any money in tre Japanese organi-
zations or securities ?

ioel heve dsalt very little in my life with the Japanese
my work itself kept me away from them as a sugar chemist.

You are achemist ?

wes .

You studied chemistry at the University of Hawaii ?

fes, and engineering.l took an examinetion with the Civil
Service. 1§ was granted without examination. I was inspector
of the vroject at a secondary naval base in the Hawaiian
Islands.

Are you buyingz any war stemrps or bonds ?

Cant do it. broke.

‘ihet are your vlens for the future ?

Search me.

Do you intend ultimately to go cut and relocate ?

“That is the use of vnlanning anything when higher authority
or pover shoves you around ? Individual power, ctrenzth is

= . J p ? =
nothing. ;

!
1

ire there any statements you would like to make ?

Yes, I would like tc ask the vproperly ccnstituted authoritist
to reinstate me back to my original stutus, such as existed
tefore the evecuation.

a«nytrhing else ? : i
on ve ziven

iell, of course in such neauner thet i
0 arerican

AN
in justice, =quity and fair-“play, accor
ideals.

sgaording to this record,you have been sent to severtl times
and didnt come in.

fes, unfortunately I ¢o not visit the post office so often
end eazch time I got it, it ceme too late, the dey had passed

I was going tc say if you rad avoeczred for & heering at the
first onnurtunity 7you procably could rave been out of kere

hy now.
‘hat is the induczrent rigkt now ? liy job as a sugar tech-

nologist is so limited. as & =romcter,you could do nothing
until you rave adjusted to the new environment.

v
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LicGomen
Ckaroto

licGowen
Okamoto
llcGowen
Okamoto
XeGowen

Ckemoto

LicGowen

OCkemoto

Eave ybu ever tried to get = job with eay of tre imerican
Sugar Commanies 7

2ot vith sugar corpanies. #ith Seneral «ills and alcohol
distilleries.. .Ckio.

Low long ego ?

Siy , seven months ago.

Zave you mede any other attempts to get jobs 7
iy fecilities are limited.

Wry did you quit the Council ?

council ? oh thet | It was useless to me to try to talk
to thet calibre of intelligence.

Thaet is rerresented vy the Jerpanese people on the Council?
Thet wes in that zroup. To me it avpeared as if they were
only twelve or tlirteen year old kicés.
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