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In interviewinz the twenty-two men who were detzined as the re-
s11t o7 the .anzanar incident of Decexver ¢, 1342, I have reached cer-
tain general conclusions that might be oI interest tc you. The icformza-
tion upon wzich I base these observations is coatained in zy7 reports to
vou reccunting the individual iaterviews witn taese persons.

I Gid not receive any valuzovle infermation as to tae identity
of the mersons who assaulted Fred Tayaxe on Decemver 5, 134%2. Tae wmen
waon I interviewed all disclaimed any knowledge of this affzir although
some of them guessed it was prooably done by a group of young men. It
is ny opinion that this assault was intended to be nothing more than an
isolated instance of revenge against a generally-dislixed individual.

Tne arrest of Harry Uyreno, as a suspect in the Tayana case, Was
made ©y the Administration in good faith, as this mern had been positive-
1y icentified as an asszilant by Fred Tayama and his wife. Farthermore,
Uyeno's story as to woere he was at the time of the attaciz was incon-
sistent with the storv given by his faxmily and neighvbors. However, the
people in general felt that Uyeno was completely innocent and had no
connection with tne Teyaua beating. Tails is partly due to the fact that
they heard only the testimony of Uyeno's “emily and neighbors to the
effect thot he had been nome during tne entire evening. Furthermore, it

. was generally believed through the Certer, because of persistent rumors,
tnat ed Campbell and Joe Winchester nhad been stealing sugar froxm the
veople. MNoreover, it was generally known that Uyeno nad fostered this
ramor, that he had had repeated disacreexents %ith Campbell and Win-
chester, and that he had reported Campbell to the FEI because of the
alleged irrezmlarities with reference to the sugar situation. The ar-
rest of Harry Uyenc by Ked Campbell was, accordingly, viewed by the
residents of Manzanar as ar unjustified arrest made solely beczuse ol
personal melice. Tais feeling was substantiated by the fact that
Uyeno was not left in the Manzanar Jall out Wwas removed to Independence
and was incarceratec tkhere. nis was tne first time any resideat nhad
beer jailed outside the Project and it naturally aroused suspicion.

Tith this gereral feeling in the Center with recard to Uyeno's
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arrest, it is not surprising that his friends met togetner to discuss
tnhis situztion. At the 10:00 A.l4. mecting on Sunday moruning, Decewber <,
1942, the officers of the Kitchen Workers'! Union, of whicha Uyeno was the
leader, and most of the residents of Blocx 22, of waich Uyeno was a re-
sident, met in the ¥ess Hzll in Block 22. Over three-quarters of tne
persons in attendance were residents of Block 22. Joe Kurihara and
possivly a few others were asked to attend because of their friendship
for Uyeno and possibly because they were agitatocrs. It is significant,
however, that this meeting was primarily called by Uyeno's friends for
tne purpose of discussing ways to rigat the grievous wrong and injustice
that they felt had been done him.

At this ten o'clock meating, it was decided that all the mess
nalls would go on stri<e at Monday noon, December 7, 1942, if Uyeno had
not been returned by taer. It was also cecided that a larger meeting
should be held at 1:00 P.X. in Block 22 furtuer to discuss ways of
bringing about Uyeno's release. It was decided that all mexbers of the
Kitchen Workers! Union, all Block danagers anc all kibeil should be in-
vited to attend. To me, it is significant that the kibei were especial-
1y invited to attend as it is my opinion tnat this gives tne first in-
dication of ar intention to use mod action.

The one o'clock meeting apparently went off according to plan.
-Inflammatory speeches were made insisting upon two lines of action: (1)
the return of Harry Uyeno; and, (2) the removal from tre Center of cer-
tain "dogs" and stool pigeons and certain members of the Administrative
staff. A Comrittee of Five was chosen by the crowd which moved down to

tne Administration Building to treat with Mr. Merritt. At this time,
Mr. Merritt agreed to return Uyeno to the Manzanar Jail wnen the Com-
mittee in turn agreed that there would be no attempt to release him,
that there would be no further demonstrations, and tnat peace and order
would be maintained irn the Center. There was no misunderstanding as to
tne terms of this agreement.

The meeting at six o'clock in Block 22, according to the Com-
mittez of Five, was called solely for the purpose of informing the
people that Uyeno had been returned to the Center; however, it is quite
possible that those wao called the meeting nad a more ulterior purpose
than this. The Committee members were of the opinion that the agreement
with Mr. Merritt did not prohibit them from calling a meeting merely for
the purpose of making such an announcement. One ol the members of the
Committee, Harry Hashimoto, addressed the crowd telling it that Uyeno
had been returned and that the Committee had, tnerefore, fulfilled its
function. He tnen stated that the Committee wanted to resign because
its duty was done. It is significant, however, that he then contimued
to make the sugcestion tnat, if the crowd wanted any further action with
respect to Uyenc, it should appoint a new Committee. In my opinion,
tnis suggestion should never have been uade and could not have been made
in good faith considering the terms of the agreement witn Mr. derritt.
Tae crowd seized upon tne tnought that furtuer action should te taken
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and it insisted that thne same Committee continue to act and demand thae
return of Uyeno to his home.

At this point, Kurihara and possivly some of the other members
of tne Comaittee, attempted to restrain the crowd Dut the situation had
clesarly gotten out of hand. From this point on, it is probable that i
Committee of Pive was forced to violate its agreement with Mr. Merritt
by tae insistence of the crowd wnich it had assembled and incited. At
least, tnis is the feeling of tce members of tne Comnittee. Personally,
it is difficult for we to appreciate this position as I Dbelieve any man
of personal honor and integrity should nave refused to continue to act,
even at the insistence of a crowd, in violation of a solemn pledge such
as was given to Mr. Mderritt previously in tne afternoon. However, the
conduct of the Committee at the Police Station during the riot tends to
snow tnat, at that time, it was Deing led by the crowd and that it was
not the master of the mob it had assembled.

Perhaps, tne main significance of these comments is that they
show that the primary reasons for the demonstration did not involve the
question of loyalty or disloyalty or tne fact that the anniversary of
Pearl Harbor was at hand. Tne primary causes appear to be (1) those
waicn led the people to believe that Uyeno had beer unjustly arrested;
and, (2) those wnich led them to hate Fred Tayama, otner JACL leaders
and certain mesbers of tune Administrative stafi. Taere can be no mis-
tate tuat the question of loyalty loomed large in the picture once the
demonstration got under way. Tais is concretely evidenced by the atti-
tude of tne crowd toward tne Military Police and, more particularly, by
their singing tne Japanese naticnal antaem cutside tne Police Station
Sunday nignt. It is also quite possidle tnat pro-Axis leaders seized
upon the unrest and bitterness caused by Uyeno's arrest and oy the act-
jvities of Fred Tayama and his associates as an excuse for arousirg
anti-administration, anti-American and anti-Caucasian feeling among the
residents of t.e Center. However, it is clear to me that the demonstra-
tion as such Wwas not vlanned until the ten o'clock meeting or Sunday
morning, December 6, 13L2.
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