Dear FPrank and friends;

We are supposed to leave for Cheyeune on Monday or Tuesday
according to what the Marshall has told us, The Grand Jury is
scheduléd to eonvene on lMay 8th.

The faet that at last will come our chance for the trial
for whieh we have so fervently hoped and nrayed for all these
past months is making us feel restless and 1npat$ont. But we
are eagerly and determinedly awaiting the day knowing deep within
our hearts and minds that no matter how the trial ends that we are
right. Our eonseience and our hearts shall be elear knowing that
we have had the eourage to fight for & fundamental prineiple. We
may lose the verdiet, but the verdiet shall be man made and with
the paseing of time, eternal truth and right will eome to light;
that is my firm belief,.

Yes truly, it is the first time sinese our arrival here that
time Seems like time and that time does not fly. It seems only a
mere three or four days that we have been in eonfinement when in
reality it is about a month and half now.

Word has reasched us through a hint the P,B3.I. dropped when he
visited us here that the prosecution will try to base thelr case
golely on the matter of evading the draft. We are not considering
whether to report for the draft or not, to live or to die, as the
true issues nor the prineiple we are fighting for. We are hoping
that the government for onee and for all time will really try to
s0lve the issue confronting it and not try to evade the issues;
elarification of our Constitutional rights and review of the reecord
of it past unjustified and diseriminatory sets, and the remedy
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and reetifiecation of the injustices ecommitted and being eommitted
on us during evaeunation, its attendant pauperization of our people
and the detention without cause of loyal eitizens. We are hoping
that they will do their utmost toward restoring the rightful and
antouchable dignity of eitizenship that is the birthright of any
eitizen of this nation.

We are firm in our belief that reinstitution of the draft with-
out the diseriminatory features as it applies to us at present should
eome only after proper elarifieation and reinstitution of full !
eitizenship rights. The government should make us the free eitizen
that all loyal eitizens of this nation should be before ordering
18 to serve in the armed fores. In our present status of virtual
war prisoners with all our eivil rights suspended and limited, it
is almost imposeible for us to faece the future without the fear
that what has happened to us ean always happen again. It is against
the reosurrence of sueh history blaeckening precedents that we are
fighting for. We are fighting to make those words "regardless of
raee, c¢olor, or ereed" become a reality and not mere vague and
hazy ideals; we are fighting to get an interpretation of those im-
mortal words that shall be so universally aceepted that future
administration will fear to tamper with it.

Mr. Baldwin has stated "morally our case is strong bdbut legally:
we are weak" or something to that effeet. Just what will be the
moral reasctions of the eitizens of the liberated and vanguished
eountries when they hear of a United States that keeps its citizens
in status eomparable to war prisoners behind barbed wires and mili-
tary poliee?
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He He mseknowledges that we are morslly right. Does he mean that
the administration is not morally right in their handling of the
Jap.ncni&roblou on the mainland?

A person who disregards or violates good morale is not well
respeeted by his fellow friends, In likowiio, & nation must prac-
tice and obeerve good morals to win the respeet of fellow nations,
espeeially in the case of the United States, the nation whieh will
be the spearhesd of the post-war reconstfuetion era and whose res-
ponsibility it is to spread the gospel of Demoeracy and its bless-
ings smong the liberated and vanquished nations.

The saying states 'practice what you preach.' It is essential
that the United States shall practice what it preaches; that this
nation shall practice true demosraey---the democraey which gives
its blessings and its protesction to all ite eitizens regardless
of race, color or ereed, now. Otherwise, we may win the war bdut
lost to the militant propagenda of the Japanese government, the
philosphy of Asia for Aslaties. Otherwise eritice can point out
and say America 1s not a2 democtraey for it diseriminates against
race and eolor, has different caetes or elasses of eitizens (free,
suspended and virtual prisovners), segregates and isolates one
group of eitizens from the others, it pite the majority against a
helpless minority, it bans the right of qgiti:on to reside and
travel as other eitizens, it disregards the fset that a man's home
is his eastle, it dispossesses, pauperizes and ejeets at will any
group of citizens, it practices protective eustody by whieh the
innoeent asre placed in eonfinement, it practiees detention of

eitizens without charge.
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The /nited States must awake and should rectify the errors
and injustices committed on us, otherwise this shall remain forever
a blot upon the histor& and conscience of our nation.

What prompts an individual who fully realizing the prioolepa
value of 1life and knowing well that we can live but one life, to
willingly offer his life 1n defense of his eountry? What is he
fighting for when he joins the fighting forcilt

You say, Demoeracy, that's what we are fighting for; Demoeraey,
its blessings of freedom and liberty, the purnnit;of happiness and
livelihood, intolerance, justiee and against nnJu;titicd porgecntion.

We wonder, are we blessed with the blessings of Demoeraey &t
home? Do we have homes, liberty, freedom and justice? Lire we not
supposed to be enjoying those saered blessings and privileges as fro;
eitizens before we are to‘cntcr the armed forees?

The malignant growth that is oanéer. unseen and unfelt at first,
esn if it remains unchecked long enough ruin and destroy the lives of

men, and in larger sense nations too. The violent propaganda of
race hatred and race baiting now being so glibly expounded by these
self-styled super patriots esn warp and poison the minds of the
uninformed and unthinking.

This nation was founded and prospered ;n the eoneepntion that
this nation was the haven of those peoples unjustly perseeuted and
that they would all enjoy the blessing of liberty and freedom, was
it not? I wander what the average American eitizens know about
our peeuliar and unprecedented predicament?

Give us & fair hearing before you judge those of us who
suffered themseleves to be placed behind bars. Bars whieh we
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feared would make us social outcasts in our communities on-the. -
dest-Coast are now serving -us as the means by whieh are fighting

to obtain -our-Comstitutional Rights. - - - —— o o

-~ -Agsin 1-say,-getting rejested-or- evading the-draft,- those are
noet issues-at-hand. —There-is -among us--who-has-gtomaeh uleers,;-he--'
has--had-them-for-five .years-and-been-on a doetors--diet and preserip-
tion and is eonseguently suffering from the jail menus. We are
fighting to restore the rights and dignity of eitizenship that is
properly due a eitizen regardless of his race or color.

Sorry I've rambled at will., Frank, I was wondering if you
have forgotten Patriek Henry's 'Give me liberty or give me death’
speech. Good thing you didn't think of it while you were in the
guardhouse eause you might have taken it literally and walked owt:
out and shot by the Military poliece on duty. I 3nols'tho moral
of the barbed wire fonqon and guardhouse, the M.P. and your stroll
ie that you are not a free man. In short, you'll be a free man--
but dead.

Please tell all our friends that we are all well anaén high
spirits. Give them all our best regards.

Stiek with yoar good work and @o it to the best of your
ability. $16 a month pay should not be what you are working for.
Satisfaetion eomes from the knowledge that you have given your best
to your work,

Sineerely,
George Ishikawa e
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