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December 18, 1944 L Ja3

Mr. Clifford Forster
TR B e

170 - Fifth Avenue
New York 10, N. Y.

Replying to your letter of December 1llth, I am the
"8minent attorney" responsible for the conviction of
Okamoto and six others. They were indicted for con-
spiracy to violate the draft law. I represented them
as private counsel.

The convictions are being appealléd to the Tenth Circult
Court of Appeals. Both the trial judge and Court of
appeals denied bail on appeal.

Sincerely yours,

CA

ATLW:dm : e e Winin



December 11, 1944

ir, A.L., Wirlin
257 South Spring Street
Los Angeles, Glifornia
Dear Al:

Someone hss informed me that Mr. Kiyoshl Okamoto,
a former tenant at Hart Mountain, leter at Tule Lzke,
was "tried for disloyalty and found guilty" and has been
sent to a federal penitentiary. I understand that you
were eminent counsel for the defense.

What's this gll about? It does not meke much sense
to me one way or the other.

Very sincerely yours,

Clifford Forster
Staff Counsel
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AMERICAN CrviL LiBERTIES UNION
170-FIFTH AVENUE
New York 10, N. Y.
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April 6, 1944
PERSONAL

¥Mr. Dillon Keyer
¥ar Relocation Authority
%ashington, D. C.

Desr Dillon,

I enclose a copy of & letter to
Okamoto, one of your old customers at Heart Hountaln,
'Wyoming. I want you to see the attitude we have
taken toward his repeated demands on us for help.

I would elso be obliged if you would
tell ue whether he has been transferred to Tule
Lske end if so, whether solely for disciplinary
purposes or for disloyalty. If the latter, in wvhat
does the disloyalty consist?

We had assumed that &1l such

evecuees at Heart Mountain were segregated before
this.

Sincerely yours,

RNB: AL



My, Klyoshl Okamoto
22=8-B

Heart lountain Center
Wyoning

Dear lir, Ukamotos

In reply to your letter of March 28th,
I have theso observations to make: -

(1) The men who have refused to accept
military draft are within their rights, but they of course
nust talke the consequences., They doubtless have a strong
moral case, but no legal case at all.

(2) len who counsel others to resist
military service are not within thelr ri%hts and must
gxggct severe treatment, whatever justifications they

SCLe

(3) There is ne’ point at the moment in
bringlng another test case involving the leave regulations
Miss Endo's case ralses the right of detention and the val
1dity of the leave regulations, and 1s already before the
oipreult Court of Appeals. It mgy possibly be that a
eriminal prosecution for violating the leave regulations
miggg iziae the issue in another form, but owr lawyers
do ”

{4) wWe intend to get a sultable case to
test the methods of determining disloyalty and thereforas
the detention of a large mumber of American citizens wilth.
out trial. It is possible that your case might offer the
opportunity for such a test through application for a wri
of habeas corpus, since we understand that you have been
transferred o Tule Lake and were previously cls ared as
loyal. We are not, however, familiar enough with the fac
to be sure of that, for Tule Lake 1s evidently also being
used for disciplinary purposes.



Mr. Kiyoshi Okamoto e April 6, 1944

You fellows certainly have a strong
moral case, but i1t 1s not helped by refusing to comply
wlth the requirements of the draft act. The only

possible way such asmall minority can get its rights
i1s through the orderly process of the courts in test
cases brought under the most favorable circumstances.

We all appreciate your feeling, but we
do not think that you can stand solely upon logic or
Justice 1f you are to get results.

Sincerely yours,

RNB AL

©6: Tule Lake Relocation Center
Tule Lake, Californisa

cc: Mr. Kido
Mr. Wirin
Mrs. F. Kubo, 9-2-C, Heart Mountain, Wyoming
Dillon Meyer







s ot e . ' Kiyoshi Okamoto

F N o . 22-8-R
////f/ < Heart Mountain Center
e _ Wyoming.
, z % Merch 28th, 1944
B e naai e
2 r RogerN.Baldw ,
._}’) Director...A.CoLoU C F

~ £ P . /‘v;‘-
I170-5th Avenue RIA
New York City, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Baldwin,

Twelve members of the "Feir Play Committee" were given a
hearing tefore U.S. Commissioner M.S.Reynolds in Cody yesterday
(Mondey, Mareh 27th, I944.) The cherge is uncertain yet...probably
evasion of the draft or refusal to go to their physical examination._ _

The bond was set at $ 2,000.00 each.( The g:g‘g,s,f " - md‘;,,g%w

Whetever the charges may be, the point at issue with these
twelve men are as follows...They refused to go to the physical
examinetion because it would recognize Army jurisdiction over
suspended Citizens in concentration camps; .
They desire a clarification of their Citizenship status & rights.
before committing themselves one way or the other.

They contend the selective service law does not arply TO them
beceuse of the uncertainity of their status.

They contend the Constitution and the Bill of Rights have
been infringed upon because of the absence of the due process
of lew in their evacuation, concentration and detention etec.

They claim these errors and infringements have not been
rectified.

They calim the Presidents proclemetion with due process of
law hewemmeide terminated the obligations of a Citizens portion
of the agreement in loyalty and allegiance.

4s such, they contend the Government should have mede settle-
ment and proposals before any act to induct them into the Army.

In such wise, they contend the Army possess no jurisdiction
over them until after the Constitution and the Bill of Rights have
been strengthened aganst any fiture desecration;declaration of
their proper plece as Citizens of this Nation by either judicial
pronouncement or Congressioneal act.

They contend that their loyalty end allegiance is first due
to the Constitution and the Bill of Rights before any other con=- =3
siderations...especially since the President has not been able to '
Justify the cause of this War. Myreover, they are defying the
Secretary of Wars order of induction beceuse they believe such
cocmplience will strengthen the tendeney towards dictatorship and
tyrreny to finaelly undermine the prineiples and ideals contained
in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. -



Without a challenge at this time to the un-Constitutional acts
of the evacuation, pauperization, abduction, concentration and the

detention, these twelve men believe DEMOCRACY wil
%'will establish a precedent for others to %ogg?%ego Eg o

dogsSe.
Ingtruments of our QOvernment as scraps of paper. There will be no
security for any Minority aganst persecution, plunder or injustic

Moreover, these people believe the intensity of the drive
carried on by our WRA Administration is of deeper and sinister
gignificance then appears on the surface.

They contend the pressure group ou the Pacific Coast is
bringing pressure of Mr. Stimson to draft as meny Nissei as possib
to eliminate any future Nissei problem after the War. The War
Secretary indirectly may have influenced the WRA inasmuch as our
Mr. Robertson is said to have made a hurried trip to Cheyenne
the day after his return from Washington. The objective is to
change the ®place of examination from Cheyenne to Denver. The
former place rejected practically all. Denver is more strict. This
leniency is objectionable to Robertson. He claims that the
remaining Nisseis did not take advantage of the leave clearance
to relocate on $ 25.00 pauper's allowance. Thereby, to rid of them,
he desires to have the remainder inducted into the Army. You may
recall that Mr. Stimson is an ancient agitator agenst Orientals ?
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As chairman of this "Fair Play Committee” I am wondering if
you can see something worthy of action to protect Civil Liberties
and insure the sanctity of he Constitution and the Bill of Rights
iy 7He sTang 74€s< welve rfen are 7¥kers

Very sincerely W——
‘g%%%;;- moto.
ai

i
rman...fair Play
Committee

22-8=3
Heart Mountain Camp.
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As 8 meetur- of insuranc. aganst h-lpYasBn~ss, I &m pr-dating
F : thi® epp-al. “XKrtow theny 1f this reach,s you I &m under
; ? arr~st,confincmant or segregation or isolation.

« fThe geus~ for my suspicions and f<ers er~ bYas~d-upon
th% feot thet I am addr-ssing a e-~ri-s“of l~tt.rs d.mending
th~ re-stitution of my Rights es & Citiz-n of this FNation

$0 thos-~ individuales gnd d-partm-nts r-sponsibl. for my
peup~rization, svaguetion and cone-ntrations

b, g e - v - ,

i _ s “ A ktowl®g* of th. hit¥.rto WRA-praetic~~of-isolating,

e - undsr one“prot-xt or~smothor¥,  those that~ars r-b-llious

G .~ aganst the prog~sftur-s and m-thods £~ the WRA administration

it .:. pr, mindful ®f the injustic~s-of the oyacuation, paup-rization
© and the otnoentration l-eds me into ths baliof that this

- progesdure is wisdom, ' ; : '

Rl S e g In addr-ssing you-thus;I &m in hop-8 ybu are-“an advoo&te
. of Gonstitutiona® procsdur~s, That i my relfencs in address-
EReas o ing yeu this sppeali..to contribtits your veis-~ towards a*
S0 . e¥srifteation of th. Rights, Freelom, Liboriy and Justics -
e S0 daiignsd for the People of {nis Netion“in tha. Constitution,’
ST :j%ﬁ-‘i?ﬁixin of Rights and the various mfn‘.‘?ﬂnf.‘ﬁgl e, S
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Xiyoshi dkamoto =

22~8-B
Heart Mountain Center
. Wyoming.
Jointly to Dacembar I7th, 1943

Mre Dillon Myers

WRA Director

washington, D.Co.
and to

Guy Robertson
Director Heart Mountain WRA
Wyominge.

Gantlomon, ) 3

At the tdme of the Hospital strike, in which the names of
Van Firk, Hanaoka and Miyeharay were involved, the both of you
gave assurance to th» Chaipmen and Councilmen that th- medical
staff would b~ adequately taken care of,That promise has not been
obsarved in view of the fact the GUARANTEE OF HEALTH WAS ONE OF
THE ASSURANCES GIVEN US AT THE TIME OF THE EVACUATION.

Since Mrs Myer's visit more that four months ago, repressn-
tations have been made to0_Guy Robertson through the Hospital
Comnitte~ of the Councilmanic Body on gaveral ococasions.Only : '
yastorday, a committee visited the hospital for another such
repres=ntation on the inad=quacy of the medical att-ntion. Thus
to date the answer to these have been but empty promisSeSee..
no resulte

Dr. Hanaoka®s mhamm vacancy hes neover been filled. The.
pr~s=nt medical staff is compos=d of three 0ld men and two young
doctors of short experience. They are overworked. Thair services
ar~ unavailable for private calls evens As an illustration,I i
tri~d to obtain one of these gsarvices in behalf of & 1little |
girl of ten y=ars. Hor mother is confin-=d in the hospital; her
fath-or is just recovering from cold and fever. She has only
a grandmother looking after her. Bhe 1little girl was flushed
with fever. But, medical attention is unavailable. There is
jnsuffecient bed in the hospitals Why ?

result of '

Another illustration of thghgoctor shortage....For official
reasons as past Chairman end Councilmen from Block # 22, the und-r
gign~d have been visiting the waiting room of th~ Clinic. Resulte...
the room is congasted from One 0*Clock PM onwards. The waiting
interval is excruciatingly painful. On one occasion, I d seven
others wers told to come back tomorrow because the workign time
was over.igain, on these visits, we have to submit %0 doctors
in whom we have no confid-nc=. It is dictated whom w= shall b=
treat~d bys There are thr=e such doctors in whom 1ittle confidence
is placad. On the otheT hand, Dre Hanaoka wes highly trusteds
The point in question here is the fact theo pres-nt staff is uneble
to give satisfactory gervice to the patisnts.



Ls en outgrowth of th~ doctor shortege, you threw the res-
pon31b111ty of our h~alth upon our shoulderse. Th~ doctor's endu-
ranc~ is over taxed; their salary is a trigle; th~y have no in-
ducem~nt to furthﬂr ex~rtion in b~helf of the Interne=s. You have
mad~ no tengible ~ffort to build their moral in spite of our ~ff-
orts of representetion to you. Cne of the doctors have been weigh-
ing th~ advisebility of relocating...thus leaving only four. is
inducem~nt, th~ Councilm-n &dopted a measur~ to levy a tribute of
ten cents per month as sacrifice offering or inducem-nt to further
offort on the part of th- doctors. Now, we question...whose re-
sponsibility 1is the car~ of our health ? You certainly guaranteed
health measure~s to us...at least, that is on~ of your mendat-d
responsibilitiess Are we expect~d to dig into our pockets to mein-
tain our m~dicel staff ? Remember, you ar~ paying us th~ mm measly
sum of twelve, sixt-en and ninete=n dollars per month for work
comparabl=s to not leoss then a hmméed hundr~d dollers by outside

standards. This b2ggarly sum does not answer for other n-cessities.
Thes~ accusations coulda nave been elimiuated if you had given us

consideration at the tim~ of the Hospital strike and Dr. Henaoka's
trangfer to lManzanaar. There was too much of self interest involved
in that transaction for the wellfare of the Interncos. The result
is as followSe...

We have &an epid-mic of colds Pneumonia arising th~r~from is
consid-rable.
As an illustration...

Ther~ originelly were seven dish washers in lMess Hall # 30
of Block # 22, On this date, 2ll are in bed. Substitutes and
volunteers...thoms~lves not well...are carrying one. The head
cook has been confin~d the past four dayse. This makes on= hundred
prrc~nt sick from emong the dishwash-rs.
Nextde.s ) .
Seven out of th~ fourteen patients in Werd # 7 of the Hospital '
are stomach ulcer pati~nts. That is fifty psrcent from improper
diert, Dre Irwin himself is confined in bed; Van Kirk, the head
nurse has not b~e~n functioning for the past month; meny of the
patients themselves have contrect~d cold and pneumonia. One man
died suddenly...without notice to his family...from cause origi-
nally of cold. In visiting the hospital, prop-r ventillation is
not made, There is no intelligent supervision...shortage of able
helps Even & hralthy visitor feels relieved when coming out of these
werds into contact with fresh air. How com= that cold is contracted
in the hospitel itself ®here antiseptic measures should be in vogue ?

Ther~ is insuffecient beds to satisfy the applications.

Ther~ is a shortage of m~dicel” service.

Patients ar= turn-d away.

Private fees are seid to be resorted to

The sum of ten cents are levied from ~ach femily heed to induce

doctors to ex=rtion.

These charactrristices ar~ cause of morel and spiritual
temptations end d<moralization...angles frowned upon by Society
and Lawe You are placing the cause before us. You punish the in-
fractions of ypur mismanagement. I have reference to Leupp Center
end others that have been punished becaus~ they rebelled aganst
your polici~s...meds without our r~presentation.
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As a contributing cause for our weak resistance,ths followin

is submitt=de... i :

(I) Unbalanced di-~% to b~ in conformity with our m~tabolic structure,

f8h ...d~feciencies of vital' =lements %o which'w= hav~ baen

habituated. Vitamine shortege is promounced, -

(20 Inadoptability of the camp sit= to many. The =lavation is too
high for th= good of the heart, blood pressure, arthritis,
rh-umatism. It should be r-m-mhareqd that meny individuals
ar~ subj~ct to nausea at high el=avations. The reverse is also
tru~...s7a 1lavel. Attention hes not been giv-n to this aspect
in the~ promiscuous grouping of peopls~ in this C-nt-~r.

‘ Th- fact r~mains the health of the P~ople in this Concentration
Camp has been jearpodized by your indifferenceo,n~glig~nce and,
by your tendency to salve the wounds of maladministration with

empty phras-~s. ’

~ Thes~ conditions ~xist in the face of th= fact that HEALTH

IS ON& OF THZ GUARANTEES GIVEN US AT THEZ TTILE OF THz EVACUATION,
You have failed in your promig~s and obligations. THZ RESPONSIBILITY
CF SATISFYING THs OBLIGATIONS IMPOSED UBN YOU THROUGH THE EVACUATION,
AND THE CONCENTRATION AND BY FEDER o&UTHORITY IS STRICTLY WITHIN
YOUR,PROVINCE TO PERFORM, WE ACCUSEROF PLACING THE CAUSE AND,HOLD
YOU RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONSEQUENCESe After all, & promis~ is.a
promis=; a guarantee is a guarantee. Has Justic~, d-~mocracy and

~th~ id=als of Americanism fallen so low that we ar~ constrained

to mak~ these accusations:? W2 hereby make demand the for-going
conditions and accusations bs rectified.

COMPIAINT # " 2 v

2 for a room by mys-1f,

Th~ und~rsign-4d and some of his i~nds ar~ not accustom~d
to liv~ 1ik~ poultry or like rabbits...8trang-~rs promiscuously
thrown upon ~ach oth-~r in rooms twanty fur f=-t by twenty fo-t,
Ther~ are “six in my unit. I have made arbal request to the
Housing Departm~nt on four past occasionsd It's manager has hitherto
plac~d thes= requests cont~mptuously asid~, -

4 whole y~ar of having to submit to the mis~ri~s of mental

and spiritual torture arising from the adjustment of t~mp~ram~nt
idiocrancies and traits and P=culiarities of others is about
giving my system a breakdown. I am inclined to stuay; det~st noisy
garrulity;d-sir~ ord~r and neatness. Becaus~ of the uncong~niality

of my Surroundings, I MAKE D:MAND THAT A SsPERATE ROOM BE ALLOTED
TO MYSSLF, Favoritism is granted to otherse T do not int-nd to
gtgoP to graft and begging for favors, I d- . this as‘?gzi?ar can
i%iz=n t9 live my life as Ams s = .
.z%gzﬁszéiz.7ﬁ§>szﬁfaﬁzﬁﬂ 2 ./2£%2aw¢l fbtaan4),dz A

is is Afierica...th® land of the free./ Justice and Democracy
8r~ supposed to ~xist here. They are suppos=d to he pgzgmmm
Sontributing foctor to THE AMRIGAN WAY OF st;d/éa h‘z’&' ;
%Iﬁ oy usi/gﬂZ ‘%@%gg %m7p¢/ s e 7{0/-( ery
§;°°~Gi ® us ad~quat~ me~dical services uaranteagd .

°++Give m~» a room to nyse o/ 33% 1335’;””'°’(
<§97§—ié;gf CZZ;/ 2 :

By Kiydshi Okamoto
Ch&irmen, Fair Play Committ=~ of Eeart Mountaip



Frank Emi
9-21=B

Heart Mountain
Wyoming

Mey 18, 1944

Mre Clifford Forster

American Civil Liberties Union
170 Fifth Avenue

New York City, N. Y.

Dear Mre Forster,

I have enclosed a copy of our latest communication
from Mre. Menin. This is his agreement for defending the
whole group of sixty three boys now awaiting trial.

After receiving this letter we had a telephone
conversetion on May 16 with Mr. Menin whereby he agreed
to the proposition that we send him $500 now and the
balance of the §500 just before the trials He did not
want to go ahead with the case until he got thate The
Wyoming ettorney with whom he has towork turmed out to
be Judge Watts as he has stated in his letter. He said
he could not get Mr. Walten of Cheyenne.

Thus far we have paid Mr. Menin $500 retainer fee, ji_&ﬂ)
$250 expense money, and $600 advance on his fees as
originally agreed upon. He wants $1000 more for the whole
group for the trial in the U. 8. District Courte The
total cost will be, it seems at present, $2350 plus
Judge Watts! fees which will be & minimum of $250 and
probably more.

We believe the fees are too much, especially
since itis to be a joint trial without a Jurye
Mr Menin waived a jury trial. Since there is no other
course open but to let him finish the case, we have
wired him the $500 as half payment on the additional
$1000. As we did not wire him the $250 for Judge Watts
right away, he collected it from the boys in jaile Dur=
ing the telephons conversation with him he agreed to our
request that no advance be made above the minimum fee
of $250 to Judge Watts and that if the trial exceeds five
days, we would pey Watts every day the trial lasts over
the five days.



e

e

Also during our phone conversation he stated that the
trial wes set for June 12 instead of May 22nde

Could you inform me whether a retainer fee is usually
applied towards the fees or note In our case there was no
definite agreement at the timee

As to the appeal, he is not certain whether it can
be appealed or note Would it be possible for him to file
notices of appeal if the defendents desire it regardless of
whether he thinks it is justified or not? In your opinion,
what do you think are the possibilities of appealing this
case. We feel that it is necessary to appeal in order to
present their reasons and grounds for their stand. Whether
they will win or lose the case is not as important as getting
their side of the story into the record for the future. If
they can win, of course, 8O much the betters At least they
will leave a record that they believe in their citizenship
rights and value 1t enough to fight for it against such un-
just actse

oS bt el

As we kind of lost faith in Mre Menin because he does
not seem to have our best interests at heart and we do not
intend to have him handle the appeal case for us, is there any
possibility that the American Civil Liberties Union would
appeal the case. TWe do not have very much funds left to re~
tain another attorney like Mre Menine. If the ACLU will take
this appeal case, Wwe will do our utmost to pay the costse I
am sure that we can raise some more money in the event of
an appeals We sincerely hope that you will be able to handle
it for use

g:‘v

In oase of an appeal, would it be possible for the
whole group to be joined in one appeal or would it be appealed
separately$ Would that one appeal act as a test case for the
rest3 Approximately how much would it cost for the appeals
including fee, printing costs etoe? About how long would it
take?

Please let me know as soon as you can regarding this
appeal case and the other queries contained in this letteres

Very sinocerely yours,

Sy

Frank Emi




SAMUSL D, MENIN

Counselor at Leaw
Trn2st % Creamrer Puilding
Denver, Coloraco

Xeystone 7509

May 12, 1044

}r. Arthur Emi
Rlock 14-722-F
Heart Mountain
Wyoning

Dear Sirs
Pursuant to ry conversations with Minoru Taresa and

others when I was in Heart Mountain recently, you will
please be inforrad th=t I an &ble to oatald the services
of Judgé Clyde M. Vatts of Ckuynnn Tyorning, who will
arpear ¥lth 12 &5 counsel in the rwplc of the various
boys of Jaia n:se origin, when they core ur during the

ek of F'y 92, His fees will be #50.00 & day, with a
rininur fee of not lass than #250.00,

As you rzcall, my arrangerent with you was 100,00
for each defendant to be tried and I have received th2 sum
of £600.00 towards that fee, it then being the understanding
that there would be arrroxirately t elve defendants to be
tried. However, it arpears now that there will be in
the neighborhood of sor> fifty or sirxty defendants to be
tried and under those circurstances I, of course, a'Ire-
ciate thzt #100.00 for each defendant vould be rrohibitive.
Therefore, I shall be glad to handle the trials of all of the
cases 1nvolv1ng boys from Heart Mountain for an additional
sur of #1,000.00. Thu\L if you will send ne this amount
for ny fees and a'roximately %#500.00 for Judge Matts, of
which sun I shall pay him #250.00 plus %50.00 for each
day the trials will go beyond five days. If. the trials
do not exeed ten days, I shall return the difference between
the extra £250.00 and the arount I will pay Judge Tatts.
Also, if Judge Watts' fee should éxceed the othsr $250.00,
I believe I will have sone roney on hand from the ex)ense
roney th:t was previously sent ne, which I will be ahle to
use to ray Judge Watts.. Therefore, I suggestthat y ou send
ne at your very ear ‘isst c.nvenience the sum of $1500.00.
to cover these fees and this arount will cover the trials
in the District Court. If.  after those trials.are had,
Judge Watts and I feel th=t a situation exists that will
justify taking app=als, we will then notlfv you and also
inforn you what our fees will be for th=z a:peals,



page 2 - MNr. Arthur Eri from Mr. Samuzl D. Menin

Pleas2 do not dzlay in getting the<e fzes to us,
as it is necess ry thst dafinite arrangerents be rad> for
these trials at least several days before they occur and
it will be only one wesk from thes time that you recaiv:
letter, 2s to the date of ths trials.

Trusting to hear fror you without 421y, I ar,

Sincarely yours,

Sanuel-l.. Menin

SDhM./bk
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E¥r. Frank Emi

9 - £1 - B

Heart Wountein =
¥yoming.

Dear ur. Emi:

Mzny thsnks for sending me the informs-
tion about yourself and the letter from dr. Ishikzawa.
¥With respect to the possibdbilities of seeking & writ
of habeas corpus in your brief, I nave writtem to
lir. Ernest Besig, £16 Pine Street, San Franclsco,
California, sbout you &nd I suggest that in the event
you zre transferred to Tulle Lake you immediztely
¥rite to him. Plezse let me know, however, as soon
&s you find out about your leave clearzance.

The principles for which your friend is
fighting, of course, are entirely sympathetic to us
but I do not see how that issue can be reised in the
criminal proceedings which are belng brought. The
ceses which the Supreme Court will hear next fall will
go a long way in clearing up the injustice which hes
been perpetrated against the American citizens of
Japsnese ancestry. ¥e are &s opposed to concentra-
tion camps as you ere. Violating the Selective Service
law will not challenge or correct the originel wrong.
Merely because the government hes violated the con-
stitution in one cecee (at least, in our Jjudgment)
does not giye one the right to violate another law.
Thus, as Mr. Beliwin has stated, while morally the
case is strong, legally it is wezak.

Very sincerely yours,

Ci:yY : Clifford Forster
( gtaff Counsel




Mr. Ernest Eesig,
216 Pine SBtreet,
San Francisco, Cal.

= Dear Ernest:

One of these days, you may get a
letter from one Frank Emi who is, at present,
at the Heart kt. Relocation Center. There is
a possibility he may te transferred to Tulle
Lake. Here are the facts as to his background
and you may. wish to investigate nim further.

"I was born’'in Los Angeles, California om
September £3, 1916. The schools I attendec were
San Fernando Gramﬂ‘; School and O'Melveny Grammar
School, botn of Sa® Fernando, California. Junior
high and high school at the San Fernando Hizh
School, except for the last year and a hzalf of
high school at Long Beach Polvtechnic High School,
Long Beach, Calif. Graduated there 1n June 1934.
Attended Long Beach Junior College and Los Angeles
Junior College taking a pre-pharmacy course. Father
got quite sick so had to discontinue my education
end help out in khis retail produce market business.
After helping him for three years, started a prod-
uce market of my own and in 1940 enlarged it to a
complete food market including groceries and meats.
This took my entire financial resources as new
equipment of various kinds were needed. Was go-
ing smoothly until evacuation, at which time, like
most other evacuees, I lost all in a forced sale.

I was then evacuated to the Pomona Assembly Center
and thence on to Heart Mountain. As to my police
record, except for minor traffic violations, it is
clean. As to my personsl habdbits, I am nelther a
smoker nor a2 drinker. As to my marital status, I
sm married andé heve two childrem. The oldest 1s
two years and flve months. The younger is five
months old".

e ol g o 0T i Rk SR
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Very sincerely yours,

Clifford Forster
CF:Y gtaff Counsel
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rr. Clifford TForster

trericen Cifil Liberties Union
170 Pifth Avanue -
New York City, N.:'¥.

Deer }Mr., Forster,

I recéived your letter -f lay 4tn through !'r. Tarsca.
As he wrote you in l:is last letter, all corr srondence will
be nace by L‘””lf until further notice.

I wish to thank you for your 1nterest S cas el e
garding ry leave cleerance. At present I 81 still \ltqout
Jeave clearence as the record of ny hser %4 sent to
Washington and thus far there has b least
that ic vhet:'I have been told Ly the ain
reascn I wanted leave clearance Vas f going
to lew York and discuss with you the inojail
on Selective Service charges.

Could you explain to ne just how & writ o* hebeas ccrrus
will affect Ly cese. 1 do not helieve that it would be wise
for ne to brlng up the ratter of habeas corpus f:r re at this
tine as we rust céirect gll our efrorts-1or the boys who are in
jail. Howevar, &t sone ruture dete or in cese I an deported
to Tule Take,  if *ou will take out & writ of habeas corpus on
1y behelf, I will a;IreCWQte it greatly. I will state below
lnforLgtlon sbout ry background and what I was doing etc.

"I was born in Los ﬁngeleu, California on Sept. =3, 1UlE.
The schoois I "*tenuea were, San Fernando CGrarnaT uchool and
O'Melveny Grerxar Scheol, both of San Fern endo, Ca*l¢urn1a.
Junior high anc. h*gn school &t t“b S&n Fernzndo High School,
except for the last yacr and a half of high school 2t Long
Beach Polytechnic High Schocl, Iong Reach, Calif. Graduated
there in June 1¢34. Attended Long Beach Junior College aqo
Los Angeles Junicr College teking a pre-rharracy course. Father
got guite sick so hed to discontinue ry education anc -elp
out in his retail produce rnarket business. After heliing hinw
for three yes:irsy started a produce gf varket of 1y ovn and in
1640 enlarged it to a corplete food narket inciuding groceéries
and neats. This tuOk ry entire financial recources &s nsv
equipnent cf veriocus kinds were needed. Uas going sroothly
until evacuation, at Vh_ch tlne, 1ike nost other evacuees, 1 .
lost 2ll1 in & forced sz le.



I was then evacuated to the Porona Assenbly Center
and thence on to Heart lountain.

As to my police record, except for ninor traffic
viclations, it is clean. :

As to ry personel habits, 1 ar neither a sroXer nor
a drinker. :

As to ry rarital status, I amw parried and have two
children. The oldest is two years and five ronthes.: The
younger is five rontes old.

Tkat is about &1l I can think of at the rorent., If
there is any additional information which ycu right desire
at any tire, please do not hesitate to inguire. I will be
rore than glad to answer them.

I also enclosed a copy of a perscnal letter fror a
friend ~f nine who sent it to me fron the jail at Casjper.
e is one of the group of boys who are awaiting trial for

alleged violation of the Selective Service law. I thought

it night be of interest to you as it expresses quite clearly

how the boys feel about the whole thing. All of their letters

none expresses the sare kind of feszling as expressed in this

encloéed letter.:

Sincerely yours,

Tank Bri

. RTINS SR




Dear Frank and friends;

We ere supposed to leave for Cheyemnne on Monday or Tuesdey accord=
ing to what the Mershall has told use The Grand Jury is scheduled to
convene on May 8the

The famot that at last will come our chance for the triesl for which
we have so fervently hoped and preyed for all these past months is mak=
ing us feel restless and impatient. But we are eagerly and determinedly
aweiting fhe day knowing deep within our hearts end minds that no matter
how the trial ends that we &rcare right. Our conscience and our hearts
shall be clear knowing that we have had the courage to fight for & fun=-
dementeal principle. We mey lose the verdict, but the verdict shall be
men made end with the pessing of time, eternal truth end right will come
to light; that is my firm belief.

Yes truly, it is the first time since our arrival here t hat time
geems like time and thet time does not fly. It seems only & mere three
or four days that we have been in confinement when in reality it is about
& month end half nowe

word hes reaohed us through & hint the F.B.I. dropped when he visited
us here that the prosecution will try to base their oese solely on the
matter of eveding the draft, We are not considering whether to report
for the dreft or not, to live or to die,as the true issues nor the prin-
ciple we are fighting for., We are hoping that the govermment for once
end for all time will really try to solve the issue confronting it and
not try to evade the issues; cls;rification of our Constitutional rights
and review of the record of it pest unjustified and disoriminatory acts,

and the remddy end rectification of the injustices committed end being —

more



“nitted on us during e vacuation, its attendant pauperization of our
R people and the detention vithout cause of loyal citizens, We are hop=
. ing that they will do their utmost toward restoring the rightful end un=
touchable dignity of citigenship that 18 the birthright of eny citizen
of this nations ‘
we are firm in our belief thet reinstitution of the draft without’
” the disoriminatory features as it applies to us at present should come
~ only aftor proper clarification and reinstitution of full citizonlhip
righta. The govermment should make us the free oitizens that an loyai
f citigzens of this nation should be before ordoring us to serve in the '
: armed force, In our present status of vir’tunl war prisoners with all
our civil rights nqapendod and limited, it is almost impoui_bh for
us to face the future without the fear that what haa happened to us can
: always happen again. It is against the recurrence ‘of such history
"’ blackening preoedents thet we are fighting for, We are fighting to
| 5, make those words "regardless of race, color, or creed" become a reality
& and not mere vague and hazy ideals; we are fighting to get an interpre=
ff_ tation of those immortal words that shall be so universally accepted

that !‘uturo administmtiona will fear to tamper with it.

Mr, Baldrln has stated ™morally our case is strong but legally

~ we i._ro wesk" or something to that effect. dJust what will be the moral
reactions of the citizens.of the liberated and venquished countries when
thly hear of & United States that keeps its citizens in status comparable
t n;' prisoners behind barbed wires and military police?

A He acknowledges that we are morally right. Does he mean that the
administration is not morally right in their handling of the Japanese

more
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problem on the mainland? |

A person who disregards or vioclates good morals is not well res= .
pected by his fellow fi:t'snds. In likewlse, & nation must practice and
observe good morels to win the respect of fellow mtions* npoohuy
in the case of the United Stetes, the nation which will bo the spearhead
of the postewar roconstruction era nnd;hoce reapomibility it is ®o
spread the gospel of Demooracy and 1£s blessings emong the liberated and
vanquished nations, bk

The seying states 'practice what you preach.' It is essential that
the United States shall prectioce what it preaches; thet this nation
shall practice true democracy-=the democracy which gives its blessings
and its protection to e&ll its citigens regardless of race, color or
creed, nows Otherwise, we m;y win the wer but lost to the militant
propaganda of the Japanese govermment, the philosophy of Asia for Asietics,
Otherwise critics can point out and say America is not a demoocracy for
it disoriminates against rece and color, has different castes or classes
of oitizens (free, suspended and virtual prisoners), segregates and iso=
lates one group of citizens from the others, it pits the majority egainst
& helpless minority, it bans the right of & citiszen to reside and travel
as other citizens, it disregards the feoct that & man's home is his castls,
it dispossesses, pauperizes and ejeots at will any group of oitizens,
it practices protestive oustody by which the innocent are plased in
con.tinmnt? lt pnctiou detention of citizens without charge.

~ The Unitod Btltu must anko end should rectify the errors and

injustioces comi_ttu on us, othorni»go this shell remain forever a blot
upon the history and conscience of our natione

more
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What prompts an individual who fully realizing the prieolou value
of 1ife and knowing well that we can live but one life, %6 uillingly
offer his life in defense of his aountry‘r What is he ﬁghting for 'hon
he joins the fighting forces? '

You say, Democracy, thatt's what we are fighting for; Democracy, its
bhningl of freedom and liberty, the pursuit of happiness and livelihood,
intolerance, justice and agalnst unjustified persecution.

We wonder, are we blessed with the blessings of Democracy at home?
Do we have homes, liberty, freedom and justice? Are we not supposed
to be enjoying those aacrod blessings and privileges as free citizens
before we are to enter the armed forces?

The malignent growth that -is cancer, unseen and u,ggelt at first,
oan if it remains upchecked long enough ruin and do_azm; the lives of

men, end in a larger sense nations tvo. The violent propugande of race

- hatred and race baiting now being so glibly expounded by these self=-

styled super patriotsen warp and poison the minds of the unifformed and
unﬁhinking.

This nation was founded and prapered on the conception that this
nation was the haven of those peoples unjustly porseoutod and that they
sould all onjoy the blessing of liberty and freedom, 'as it not? I wonder
what the average American citizens know about our poouliar and unprecedented

predicament?

By Give us a fair hearing before you judge those of us who suffered them=

hltveu to be placed beh:nd bers, Bars which we feared waild meke us social
outecasts in our oomunitiea on the west gnast are now serving us as the

more



means by which are fighting to obtain our Constitutional ri;gi'ita.

“Again I_ say, getting rejected or evading the draft, those eare.
not iasuQs et hand. There is among us who has stomach ulcers ho has
hed them for five yeers and been on a doctors diet end prescription md
is consequently suffering from the jail menus. We are fighting td re=-
store the rights and dignity of citizenship that is properly due a
citizen regai-dleu of his race or color.

Sorry I've rambled at will. Frenk, I was wondering if you have
forgc;tten Patrick Henry's 'Give me liberty or give me death' speach.
Good thing ycu didn't think of it while you were in the guardhous cause
you might have taken it literally and walked out and shot by the ¥ilitery
police on duty. I guess the moral of the barbed wire fencei and‘ guard=
house, 't‘.hej M. P, and your stroll is that you are not a free man. In short,
you'll be a free man-~but dead.

Please tell all our friends thet we are all wkll and in high npirita.
Givo them all our best regarda.

Stiek with your good work end do it to the best of your ;.bility",
$16 e mont pay should not be whet you are working fore ‘satisfaction éonoa
from the knowledge that you have givon your best to your vork.

Sinooroly,

George Ishikawa
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/ Heart Mountain, Wyo.
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Mr, Clifford Forster TR & sl
Staff Counsel Ldzrj .
American Civil Liberties Union
e 170 Fifth Avenue
= New York City, N, Y,

= Desr bfr. Forster,

= We have received your letter of the 26th regarding
: the case of the fifty three boys in custody for violation of
3 the Selective Service act.,

Upon receipt of your letter we contscted Mr., llenin
and asked him to get in touch with you, but as we had
=2 previously made arrangements with Mr, Menin to have him come
p:- down to Heart Mountain to discuss this case with us, he said
= thaet he would rather write to you affier he had a talk with
us., Also, that there was no rush as the trial will be held
not earlier than the 22nd of liay.

= ' Mr, Menin arrived today and we had a discussion
<oas with him mainly on obtaining legal counsel for the entire
- group of fifty three boys. Up to now our arrangement with
T him wgs that he would represent the first group of twelve
boys at $100 epiece. We asked him what srrengements he could
mgke to represent the rest of the forty one boys as we could
not pay him $100 for each defendent. Also, as you suggested
we asked him whether the first case could be tried, snd in
case of an gdverse decision, one person out of the group thst
- is tried can mske an appeal, or if possible, to have the
> 4 whole gruoupof twelve or less be msde into one test csse for an
= appeal and let the rest of the forty one boys be handlead
more or less on a default bssis. He was of the opinion that
unless each defendent was tried individually and represented
- by his own legasl counsel, they would prebably not be sble to
=3 file notice of appeal while the test case is vbeing appealed.,
~a He said that he would tslk to the U.S. Attorney at Cheyenne
g snd see if he could make errangements whereby the whole group
4 can be tried altogether as one or have them divided into two
58 or ghree groups and have each group tried separstely instegd
= of df each defendent being tried individually. He stated
g that if esch case were tried separately, that it would tske
e at least twenty five days for the entire group of fifty three
oy and that $4000 would hardlycover the cost for the first trial,
. After he hass talked to the U.S3. Attorney, he will let us know
- how he will hendle the entire group and what the fees would
e be., Also, he ssid that he does not have a license to prectice
= in Wyoming snd the trisl judge will not give him permission




to try the csse in & Viyoming court unless he has an associsate
sttorney who cen prsctice in Wyoming sit in on the case with
him. “hst would probsbly tske sbout three hundred dollars.
He mentioned an sttorney by the name of Welten of Cheyenne

he hed in mind &nd whom he would ask providing his fees were
reasongble., He ssid thest Welten wes an A4.C,L.U. man,

He stated that he would write to you &s soon &s he
returned to lenver and he requested & copy of your letter
of April 26 which copy we made for him.

Mr, lenin's ettitude on the whole seemed very hazy
gbout the prodeedure of handling the whole group., Of course
we will krow more about it sfter he hes seen snd talked to
the U.,S5, Attorney, after which he will let us know just whet
his setup will be. We hope thet some satisfactory arrangement
cen be worked out. We will keep you informed of sny further
developments, -

Also, I would like to inform you that from now on
until further notice, &ll communications will be mesde by
Mr, Prenk Emi-~-Blogck 9-21=B----Hesrt Ilt. Zleasse send any
further correspondence to him. 1 am liasble to be picked up
by the U. S. marshal st any time now for the same reasons as
the boys who sre now in jail.

At this time I wish to thenk you very kindly for your
assistence while I wes corresponding with you. I am prepared
for whatever the future holds for me in fighting for s
princinle £zx which I believe is right and just.

Very sincerely yours,

W

Liinoru Tamess
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May 24, 1944

Clifford Forster, Esq. c i\ﬂﬂg} :
170 Fifth Avenue-: A
New York City 10, New York

Dear Clifford:

Thank you for sending me the information about Frank
Emi. I have been in communication with him in the
past, but I have not sought to get much information
from him because he is located at a rather inaccessible
spot as far as we are concerned. However, if he should
be sent to Tule Lake, I'll certainly inquire into the
circumstances surrounding the W.R.A.'s decision.

Singerely yours,

EB:H est Besig, Director
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¥ay 17, 1944

¥Mr, Ernest Bersig,
£1€ Pine Strect,
San Francieco, Cal.

Desar Ernest:

¥r. Okamoto, who wss at Tulle Lzke, hes
written us th&t he has contacted ycu sbout his case.
We had taken the wetter up with the War Relocation
Authority in Weshington while he was still at Heart
Mountein snd we were told that there were grave doubts
as to his loyalty. For whet it is worth, in one of
the letters that he wrote us was included & statement
thet the President had caused Pearl Harbor, that the
Japanese were not at fault. This was the statement
which was included in his protest to the local author-
ities at Heart Kountain.

Roger has already written him that we
would very likely not take either his case or that
of Horino. Please let me know what your committee
intends to do about the matter. ’

Very sincerely yours,

CF:Y Clifford Forster
Staff Counsel




May 12, 1944

Mr., Kiyoshl Okamoto
5604-D
Tule Lake, California

Dear Mr. Okamoto:

Mr., Forster of this office is attend-
ing to the particular 1ssues ralsed by you,
and we are golng to proceed on the 1issues
which concern both you and us, though very
likely not through your case nor that of
Horino.

Mr. Forster will communicate with you
further,

Very sincerely yours,

RnB: AL
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Eiyoshi Tkamoto

: 5604~D
ilr Rogerli.Baldwin Duile Lake, Calif.
Directer, 4.C.L.U .

I 70-Fifth Ave. New York City (IO) Yay 8th, 1944
N, Y,

Deer lLir. Baldwin,

(1)

(3)

(4)

Pleese accevt my thenks for your analysis of avril 6th.
I sew it in the peapers first. lail was held up for & while until

after I reached Tulle Lake. Eenee the delay.

The methods and proceedures of determining disloyelty or
loyelty is & virgin test. It will meke them verspire and, reminds
re of the monkey business in Tenessee of some yeers ago in which
you was instrumentel. It should be importent to the extent of
preserving democretic vractices within the WEA if not nationally.
The privilliges of expressing opinions end redress is thereby
suppressed; uanhood is cowed end, dictatorship and tyrreny is
reering their ugly heads. It is intrenching itself in the WRA.
Shell it srreed Netionelly ? Freedom of thought and honest con-
victions built this Country into a great democretic Hation:

Will subserviency of the liase dictated by a few contribute to
its progress ? The permission of arbitrery action to white-wash
errors on the part of those responsible fior the meintenance

of Constitutional inviolebility is e dengerous weapon in the
hends of the irresponsible.

Ls to haveng been cleared es loyal vprevious to trensfer
to Tulle Lake...I was aprroached to teke edventage of the re-
location indirectly through the Social 4gent on one occasion.
The second time I met her , she still had the thought on her
wind. I believe it was directed from sbove. Next, I was approached
1o enter the educetional section of the Relocetion Program at
about the time I began my campaign of educating the Internees
t8 to the significence of the sbove progrem.

; In generel, I heve been personne non grata with the
Pr039§t director end his assistant. Cne incident is that of
the liyehare case end the Leupp segregetion Camp. You mey re-

~collect the deteils and results. So, I am not positive on this

veint. Certainly, they desired to get rid of me but, it seems
tlLey desired it to bte so under their conditions which I &enied.

het the "leave regulations are" I em not sure.sbout it's
orovisions. I hed g hearing in December Ist.I943. I have had no
other methods or proceedures epplied to me with the exception
0f tte transfer to Tulle Lake. The charge for this transfer is
& letter addressed to me by Robertson that I am suspected of dis-
loyelty. (They are trying to prove it now through the FBI.)...
subyersive activities and sedition. I have written to lLir. Besig
of Sen frencisco.on this . It epreers to me however,the hearing
itecel?f ig insuffecient warrent to brand me disloyal and the other
appelations. Their proceedure looks like '"the cart btefore th

hO'rse O MInicobreart Fimct 2nmA nrnnf cfPturmoniall 2 < »



At least, it has taken them g long time to arrive at a decision.
Moreover, the hearing was a one man proposition. My answers thereto
were honest convictions...not trying to agree or disagree with

them. ("Judge Metzger...I find myself bound, not by theirn opinions
but by the Laws of the Land in arriving at my judieial conslusions'.)
Also Washington Post...." Their fate have bean administratively
determined without judicial trial...a most dangerous precedent ete"
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The trangfer is for disciplinary purpose. To this may be
edded the suspicion the Projest Director's policies by the Fair
Play Committee's activities. The removal of James. M. Omura by
the U.S.District Attorney as editor of the English Section of t he
Rocky Shinpo, Denver,Colorado mgm subsequently seem to tie in
with the whole affair. Publieity is something the administration
have feared fzom thefbeging%gg. This is one of the objectives
for the existence of the «+s.vUblicity to obtain justice and
fair practices.within.A@fk Aowuzﬁi;}_a42/

Fa%éw@wé%»—a as»ne 5 7. 3

Mr. Fitzgerald, the FBI wag here Thursday and Friday of

last week...May 4 and 5. Isamu Horino who challenged the Iilitary

= guard his right to refuse egress and I were the sub jects. We

7 gather the impression that the Heart Mountain People are trying

3 to tag us with subversive activities and sedition. Stress seem

3 to center around three pamphlets distributed . I dmm was unable

5%; to satisfy him because I had very little to do with the activi-

‘V o ties of they I2%, (%he movement of the Nissei pertaining to the

i <%_?3?E§§I_TUSEO to the physical examination is a seperate act from 294«

the policies and objectives of the Fair Play Committee. The lataer ~“*<c.

envisioned the injection of Constitutional and lawful proceedures

in the problems arising from the Evacuation. The Nisseis are I .

8 part 0f the Whole) ¥ Clnifeladiinm gy foicliins with 4o Jorth e s
Isamu Horino however, was able to give full information

since he took responsibility of the publication and distribution.
lr. Besig have asked me to furnish him with the pamphle ts.

I did not have them here with me so asked Heart sountain to do

-

5 S0. 4m nect certain whether he received them. slso asked me to
4 send him my leave clearance transcript.It is still in Heart Mountain
= and, asking it be sent.if manageable. .

The above act and the removal of Omura from his editorship
Seem to have a close tieup...to whitewash themsel ves by prefering
Prior charges or, to let the incidents die out by evading or
clouding the issues.

Understand the San Francisco Office is going to consider
my situation shortly. The implications involved is numerous and
difficult of explanation through correspondence only. However,
hope Something may develope from your analysis. Permit me to remain

Very sinc erelyM

’




"to let me know whether Frank Emi was denied leave

Mey 4, 1944

Mr. 8inoru Tamesa
14-2-B ~

Heart dt. Center
Hyoming.

Dear Mr. Tamesa:

I wonder if you w#ould be kind enough i
clearance and wents to take out a writ of habeas
corpus. If so, we should like to have some more
material than the hearings disclosed. We particular-
1y would like to know something about his background,
xho he was, what he was doing, etc. :

Very sincerely yours,

0 SR Clifford Forster
Steff Counsel
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Dear Osmond:

I em enclosing herewith transcrist

[
=

74

of hneerings held at the Hezrt ¥t,

in wnich you might be interesteqd,

tiiem to ze with vour commants?

Very sincerely

CF:Y Clifford Forster

Ernc.

144

Relocstion Center

¥ill you return

yvours,



April 26, 1944

¥dr. Winoru Temesa
14 - 2. - B

Heart %cuntein, ¥Wyc.
LCear ar. Temesea:

For the purpose of & test case, I

enicadgopot think that wore than one cuse is necessary

to ‘be properly orepared and apoealed. The sum

of $4,000 should therefore amply cover counsel fees
and court cosis for the test case. I therefore do
not think thet an addltional charze srould be made
with =11 the other cases. 1t is my opinion that

thicy can be handled more or less on a default basis.
After all, the same problem exists with all of the
ceses and they 211 involve the came issues, It is
ouly 2ere Juolication of the work to have K& sevarate
cases prepared, tried and appezled. ’

#r tacticz mould te to be thoroughly
presar«d with cne c&se, have it oronerly bdriefed,
tried snd sppesled. There will re convictions in all
of theém and while you are sppesling thewgggt case,
notices of zpneal czp he fllel in the othsps. You
would save on counszl feer zn? nocts of »rinting
records in this way. It :so.ld %o » z0ood Mea 1f
you would heve Hr. dcprnin =rits ur shout it.

I have not 23 7et had an opportunity

to read thrmugh the record of the Emi hearing. A4is soon
ag L zat asound to 1t, I will give vou mv opinion.

Very sinceraly yours,

CF:Y Clifford Faorsater
i Staff Counsel



Minoru Tamesa 5o
14 -2 -B . nw=
Heart ilountain, Wyo.

April 17, 1944

. lMre Clifford Forster
American Civil Liberties Union
170 Fifth Avenue

New York City (10), Ne Y.

Dear Lir. Forster:

Thank you kindly for your letter of the llth and for the
information contained therein.

At prescnt tnere are rifty turee boys held in custody for

ailure ©0 report ror pre-induction physicale. They are awaiting trial
at varicus locations in Wyoming for alleged violation of the Selective
Service Act. We have reason to believe thal they will all be trans-
ferred to Cheyenne for trial sometime in kiaye As we stated before,
Iire Samucl De kiennin of Denver is representing the first group of
twelve boys &t a hundred dollars apiece for each deiendznte ie have . i
already paid him the retainer fee of five hundred dollars. He has
stated that if only three OR four cases are tried and others are held
in sbeyance while appeuls are pending, he will make adjusiments for :
the cases that are not tried in the lower court, however he has stated ¢
that if there are additional cases to be tried, they will of course
be on the szme basise.

At the present time, we are negotiating with Mr. ilennin
for & more reasonable fee in the event that each defendant will have
to be tried separately as we are not financially able to pay him one
hundred dollars for each of the fifty three deiendants.

1f in the event that lir. Mennin will not consider any
other arrangement, would it be possible for the Ae.CelsUs to furnish
counsel for the defendants? Or would it be possible for your organ-
izetion to recommend an attorney to use. le will pay the fees. This
is not meant to be any reflection on Lir. ikennin zs I hope that we will
be able to work out a rcesonable arrangement with him. We are not
able to wait for the results of our negotviation with Lkir. Mennin re-
garding the other groups of forty one boys as the date for their trial
is drawing near and we want to be assured of a counsel for their
defenses

In case of an adverse decision in the lower court, we are
determined to take this case up to the Supreme Court. Would the A.G.L.U.
consider représenting this case in such an event if we will raise the




pecessary runds TO pay tae costse. ‘Laus far we nave raised about rour
tnousand dollars, but I am sure that we cun raise more in the event we
can put & test case in the Appellate Courts. Approximately how much
does the costs amount to in taking a case up to the Supreme Court?

As you may know, the defendants are not evading the draft.
They are contesting the legality of tac Selective Service Law as
applied to citizens in an unclarified and suspended status as regards
tneir Constitutionel and civil rights. Especially in view of tie fact
that most of them were reclassified 4C (alien cless) by the Army solely
on the basis Ol ruace and ancestirye

Would it be possible for the A.C.L.Us t0 arrange an audi-
ence with some members of your board if we should send a representa-
tive on beh«lT of the defendants to New York at which time he can
acquaint you with all the facts pertaining to this case. If that is
not possible, would your group be able to send a representative to
Jeert nountain Center. We will pay expenses,

As I thought it may interest you, I have enclosed copies
of two different hearings which Frank imi had recently. One is a
leave clearance rehearing because of his connection with the Fair Play
Comittee. The other is a hearing which Emi and I had after we tried
to walk out of the center without a pass, to ascertain our status
regarding our Constitutional rights in view of the citizens being
drafted out or this center. e were prouptly arrested by the military
pulice end put into .the guardhouse with a warning that should we try
to leave the jail we would be shot. We were both served with a warrant
of arrest by the Project Director and a complaint by the Internal
Security officer of Heart Liountaine we have the origi.al copies of
these swumonse i'rom the record of Lire. Emi's leave clearance hearing,
in your opinion, do you think the WRA would have the right to classify
him disloyal and send him to Tule Lake?

Trusting that the above queries will not inconvenience

you too greatly, I remain

Very sincerely yours,

Liinoru Tamesa
14 - 2 - B
Heart iiountain, Wyo.

Znc. 7Th0 copies of transcripts of hearing.
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April 11 1944

MEMORANDUM

I called Dillon Myer, who made these points:

(1) Tule Lagke is not being used as a dis-
ciplinary center and the two men who were transferred from Heart
Mountain did not have leave clearances as loyal American citi-
zens. :

(2) The twelve men who refused military ser-
vice at Heart Mountain will of course be prosecuted and should
have been prosecuted earlier in order to stop the spread of dis-
affection. Mr. Myer feels that nothing can be gained by any
deflance of law, whatever moral grounds are urged, and that
these men will get and deserve pretty stiff prison sentences.

(3) Their grievances are only the same as
those of all other evacuees, save for the alleged segregation
in the army. That is not as complete as 1t is represented, and
1s due primarily to military considerations, not race prejudice.
Race prejudice may be the reason for the refusal of the Navy to
accept any men, but the army accepts many in special services
with the exception of the air force,

(4) As to test cases on detention and leave
clearance as a requirement for release, Mr. Myer sald that they
should be selected with great care, and that neither Okamoto
nor Horino: are sultable cases, since they have not had leave

e

clearances as loyal.

He sald that while he had hoped to gbol-
ish leave clesrances and to permit free entrance and exit from
the camps, this had proved impracticable, and the WRA would not
change the regulations except by court order. I assured Mr,
Myer that we would bring no test cases without consulting his

office.
%«;m
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March 21, 1944

Lezr Er. Okamoto:

¥r. Baldsin nas asked me to reply to your
letter »f March 12th.  We are, of course, deeply

d
with the nosition you navs tixen in

fication of loyalty =ztetemsnt". Fa ure
d with you thet certein zivil linertices

enied American citlzens of Jepanzcss an-
cestry. ANeverthelzsz, tas {inal Jetepainetion of
wnat these rignts specifi » rest with the
U. S. Supreme Court. :

Last summer, you will recsll, the Supreme
Court held constitutional military curfew orders
directed zgainst American citizens of Japenese éen-
cestry. At present, 1t is being asked te rule upon
the cuestion of the validity of the milltery evscua-
tion orders @irected against such & class of citizens
and tefore the Circuit Court of Appeals in San
Fruncisco 1s a habeus corpus proceeding testing the
constitutionzlity of the detention of Jananese-Amerlcans
in relocatlon camps.

For your information, I am enclosing a2 copy
of the brief filed in the oresent Supreme Court case
and & cogy of the Supreme Court 's decision in the
curfew casec.

Very sincerely yous,

B
Ence. Clifford Forster
Etsff Counsel
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¥iyoshi Ckamoto &P s >
52 nre
22-8-B fy/“
Heart ilountain Cemp g
kr. Roger L.Baldwvin Jyoming.
Director, 4.C.1.L.
iiarch I2th, I944
I70-5th street

Jew rork City, I.Y.

Dear lir. Baldwin,

I am sending you the enclosed set of articles &as re-
rresenting the sentiments of the members of "Feir Play Committee"
of Heart llounteain.

This orgenization came into numerical and financial
existence only recently although I have been trying to organize
the residents here for more than a year and a half past.

iy basic objective is justice, equity and Constitutionelity
in eny end all the dealings meted us &s Citizens of this Nation as
well as as to our parents who established themselves here under
International agreerent.

We have already filed,with the sttorney General, & recuest
that our Citizenchip rights end stetus be clarified. This is in view
of the fact that trhre "War Department is inducting the Nisseis from
the Centers without any renner of considerations. Theg &rguments
are set forth in one of the sheete herein enclosed. The Secreteary
of War have also been informed of our existence.

To date, foutteen of our members have refused to answer the
call for physicel exarination. The authorities have not arrested
them yet. Two of themr were pulled in Iionday...liarch 6th but,
imrediately releesed. The reason lies in their answer whic were &s
follows.... I refused to answer the order pecause I do not know
wrether I em & Citi-en of this Country or not. If I am & Citizen
then, why am I enclosed within a wire fence-anad denled the rights
and orivilleges of » full fledged sgpeiceans 7V \

I telieve the Viar aepartment as well as the Justice depart-
rents are looking up the law rertaining to these.

I ar wondering whether you would consider our acts and
ettitude ...as indiceted in the attached sheets... would conform
with your ideals end vrinciples of Civil Literties ?

May I exvect an orinion from you ?

£ Vvery sincerely %é,. JM
: iyoghi Ckamofo

Cheirmen...fair £lay Committee.



s e

&
\

Hareh 7th, 1944

Sency F. de Amag
Cepculads de Espens
San Prencieco, “ulif.

Lser 34ir,

The mother wembers cf ™ Fair-?lay Cormittes” heve instructed
pe te mekoe the following oomrmunicetion and requezt to you....

¢1j..%hesn mothers avs Gitizens of the Jepanese Smpirs.
'2) .. Their sons sre being ordercd to he industed into ithe Army of
. the United Itatss.
{3)..They 2re supposed Lo be Citigens of this Jountry but,their
legul stelus andé rights ars denief under the variouc zethods
ené preesedurass of the eviguvstion, detention eto.

{4).ehre they srerican Cltiszens or hulf buked Citizemnso or, &re
they Jitizene without e Country ?

{6)s.Those ure guestione they fceire to be enawered Ly either the
Supreme Court of the United States or, through legislative
ucta of Congress, '

{6).oUntil sush tics, tlcuse wothers ensert their rights sa Citigzens
o7 the Jepenese Expire to gleim thelr Sons undsr tkhair pro-
tection eg SULRDIANS until efter their legel stotuw and rights
erqe pronounced by the Suprene Conrt or the U.8.L, or through
Congressionel Act. They 4o not ploce adhersnos or faith to any
interpreiations or acserticns bz Dgpartmerntel hLouéis &g THIS
I8 A VITAL QUEOTICE CPPUCTING FCT ONLY TIHE COCFSTISUTION OF
MI5 COUETRY T, ALS0 CUSIERES THE JAPARESH GOVERRIMAT 1IN
WEARR IT'S UEDFRATAEIING CVLR CITIZERZEIF RICETE AED
OBLIQ.TICED.

{7)..The B=2lentive Service Board ifc oulling tboze of our merbers
whe buve Just atteived tks sge.of elghicefi. Bince they are
Mnors, they neturally should come under theiy perent's san-
ctkisn. Thie sesm to be disreguarded by the V.2, Uovernment
in ordering them %0 the physicsl examinstions. Flease bring
these poinis ¢o ine gttention ¢f the U.3,C0evernrment through
your preper qhaingsic. | 3

(8)..T™hexc mothers degirs you to take immodiatz steps to have the
Un:tad States Govermment dorish from furihar efforte to induet
any nopter of this "Pulir Pluy Commivize™ inte the Army of the
TaBosie UNTIL aI] PROFPLD NIARIPICATION OF THEIR BTATUS AND
ATIGEES WY iy pUTHORIGYHD CHzBI=ELY OF B4E ULITED BTATES
dOv¥aRMmanT,

Very cinoorely

! 3} TR 3&12’ K
~ Chelraan. .feiy Tlay
Jonmittes
LG~

Bourt Heuntainm
Hyoming.
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Esrch 12th, 1944

¥y, Hareld Ickos :
sgoretary efthe Intarior,
washington pleve

s

uif,

Tpe undsrsigned, as ohsirman ef the " Fair Play Commitiee” of
feart Mountain pave been instructed to file with you &2 8 natter
of reaord ihe £ollowinges.

wops FAIR PLAY COMMITTLZ PLACE I7SiLP ON RiCORD A3 OPROSING
THSI GORTIHUANCE 0f GUY ROBBRISON hitherto director of Heart Kountain
Concentratipn Cexp, 1S ®Ra PROJEZCT DIRECTOR.™

Ths grounis for this oppoeition are gnaf besed upen pis past
record in tenure eg project direator of this GaEP. They &re &8
follone....autocratio tnstoad of democrstlie proctices; absence of
gooperative tendencies; departare fyom WRA rulings &8 intended for

ue by:Congroaaivnal act:; nis tendeney %o coneider his position a8

e political plum by refusing puvlla edunation;ro!nual‘to elarify

the position of our so-cplled “"Copmunity Zntarprise”; tendenay 1 1)
play petty poiitiaos to our diaadvantaze;laok of soordination be~-
twesnnt the depurtmenial heade for wkich we ore pede to suffery
absence of falr play, Justice Or squityne pumanitarian considerations

in substnangs, his sots and attitude during his tenure of office
have ssteblishad suspision, distrust, dizensim, factional mAs-
understanding, immorel trensactions betwean trandnts & pegment of

the lnternal population end ris departwent snd & general depreociation
of our moral and spiritual valnes. Y

The “"Fair Tlsy Committee™ 18 sompoead of tcrue and loyal Citizens
of thig Haotion wko palieve in the aanotity and inviolability of

the Constitution end the 5111 of Highise. I+'s sim is to demand
justice, saquity snd feir ddéaling in any matters psrtaining to

our position. B 43 P "

#e will eooperatis with your sdminiatration wherever your
policies are in aagord with Amorinanisg.aemocratic preatices
and the idesls and principles that motivated the iealaration of
Injependgnce, the Ravolutionary War, the Conatitutica, the Bill
of Rightg and the proclamation for the emanoipaticn of sleverye.

Very sincerely your's

Xiyoshi Qkamoto
Chaiyman,..falr Plej Committes
22-8-B
Heart Mountain Conocent. Camy
fyominge.
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By EKiyoehi Ckemoto
22-8~B
Feart Mountain Camp
Wyominge.

Mareh IIth, 1944

Dear My, Editor,

Perhaps your subsoribers will be interested in the follow-
ing developments in the# Heart Hountein Concentration Camp
during this past week,

Our Couneilmsnis Group wee strong in their support of the WRA
poliecy to fight for something they know nothing ebout.

The "Fair Play Committee™ began en educational campeign
to show the other side of their propaganda.

The residents of this Camp began to rub their eyes and,
are now interested.

They resconed the idesls and prinveiples of the Fair Pleay
Committe® ere sound, juet and equitable and, in accord with
their own sentiments., ( 4As you know, our objestive 18 justice
end equity as gueranteed to all the People of this Nation by
the Constitution, the Bill of Rights and the various Ammendmente)
the Isseis &8 well as the Hissei.)

They realized they were led around in & cirsle by Councilmen
that wore elected by them eand supposed to represent them but, in
reelity, revresenting their own interests and were using their
position of confidence and trust as a means towards &heir own
ends, They catered more to skm our Diregtor’'s whims and auto=
oratie moode rather then to the interests of the Internees
thengelves. R

.- The more dalanged of the Uouncilmen also awakened to the
feot that they were beondoggloa by the WRA administrative
gtaff into being their cat's paws and, were not really repre-
senting their fellow bloockmen,.

Hitherto, they had aceepted the keto political appointees &8s
fimis Omnipotents and, their usual ANSWEY WeB...o" it fc the

WRA ruling. We cannot buek it. Or, Mr, Robertmon said this,

Mr, Kysr said that so, we must obey efe...all bunk but, they

444 not xnow enough to reslise it. How, & few of them have
raised enough sourage to call Roberisem, our projest direestor,

a few well esrned mnsmes, This is the result of the sourage end
leadership intrenched in the members of the FFG. Hitherto, we
have bad only sheep as lesders. The FPC is furnishing some good

materials as lesders. One member forosd the ipsue with his

Councilman linllﬂhaidbc;»&hc\ggpnC11nnnxr--1gnol‘:go other day.

The Couneil body 1s mow divided imto-two. . epposing

groups. The voiceferous siwmsnfvendzdbenkastng \
¢lement are, like the JACL ug lpning



\./” pepresented by deluded dut bitter oppurtunists. We expeat them to
2ight to the finieh for...a cat is a cat b{ it's charagteristiaes.
3o are fools. The othorigrozp %z rap;e:;n o&_;by-tho‘individuQI ,
have alre resigned. Four o em ¥ »cllla e res gﬂ;ps.
3%; E:neatlonal -%ﬁir are bring to Intérnee -%?ﬁnz on, by loud"
.p.axer...niorophuno and mess meeting the lackadaisical manner of
their pest performances. The reactions of resentment is catehing.

(9)..The FRC is already suftooicﬁfly\ltgobiﬁ;n pumbers and fin;ﬁco.
(10) The membera bave defied orders to appesr before the phys eal.

(II) The Federal authorities are tampawtky o by this.defiance.
Jione of them have heeun arrasted to date. OUE positimen 18\ — 2
_‘tne fast that the authorities have been unabld 1o get npg&n

" oup demend the OUR CITIZIESHIP STATUS AND RIGHTS BE C RIFISD,
,// BIFORE ANY INIUOTION IETO THE ARMED POR0ZS OF THE 0.3.12.%1.!9
4 are not Citizens...as eould be supposed from our situkt

o we hold no reason to f£ight for a Country that is not our's.
Ek// (I2) THZ FPC BELIZVZ THAT OUR OWN EOME FRONT DEMAND LOYALTY ND
i
4

PAPRIOPISH FIRST. ANY NISSEI WITH 4 MODIOUMOR SANITY ANR
COMUON SEXSE SEOULD SZ§ THAT JUSTICS,FREEDOM AND DEMOCRATIO
PRACTICES AR BRING SLAPPED ON THE FAGE RIGHT HERE IN THE
VERY COUNTRY THAT NURTURED THZ IDRALS AND PRINCIPLES OF THS
COKSTITUTION AND TEE BILL OF RIGHTS. 4F

(13) Thoese thet are ranting agenst our stand do not know the real
meaning of loyalty end patriotism. TFUE LOYALTY AND PATRIOTISH

DEMAND TEAT JUSTICE, FREEDOM ¥D DEXOCRATIC PRACTICES MAY HOT BE
~33EAHGBRED BY PROPAGANDA ,DEQGEPTION AND UNCONSTITUTIONAL ACTS.

(I14) TEZ KEMBERS OF TEE FPO EAVE ROT FORGOTTEN THR METHODS ARD ‘
FROCZEIURES OF THL AVACUARICH DiAPORTATION,TEE PAUPERIZATION, *
CONCESTRATION AND DETENTION E&O. THRESE ARE VICLATICHS ON THE |
CORSTITUTIOH AND THE BILL OF RIGHTS. ¥EENEMK WITHQUT THE i
KATYTEBAKCE OF SALCTITY OM THASE GUARLNTAES 0F HEUKANE RIGHTS ,
¥ITEIZ CUR OWE COUXTRY ITSELF TEEN THE PRESIDENT'S UTTERANCES

OF THEZ VARIOUS PREEDOMS 4D TEZ FIGRT 70 SAVE IEMOCRACY ARE

NOTHING BUT SEam AND HYPCCRACIES. ; -

(15) 4e true and loyel citisens of this nation,THI MEKBIRS

of this organization do not intend to forget thesa injustlices.

We dedicete ourselves to the oorrection of the the strietures
; wede upon these Holy Instruments of our Government. That is
'S the reeson for our defianse of the seleotive law,. That is the
& reason for our deswand to have our Citigenship Rights and
g status clarified before sny indugtion of the Hisseis atill
left in oencentration camps into the army of the U.8.A. We
gonsider all mtkse those that are influenced by the propa- -
ganda that thig is & war to save demooracy are not true to
themselves, $he Nation and tke basic prinsiples that nurtured
this Country intc & great demooratio goverument, They are #

nothing bt {ignoran® oppurtpnistis bdondoggling with thelr 1
ego end selfish interest. 2l SN o A |
Ao DA lacte o Sk |
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Kiyoshi kamoto
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April 11, 1944

Mr. ﬁinoru Tamesa
14-2-B
Heart Mountein Center

P e

Dear Mr, Tamesa:

With respect to the case of the 12 boys
charged with refusing to sppear for & pre~induction
physical examinatlion, the cases will probably be
tried separately but, at the same time Dby that T
mean, there will probably be a separate trial for
each of them as the case 1s not presented under the
eonspiracy provisions of the Selective Service Act.
I 4o not believe that ¥r. Mennin would therefore be
eustified in esking a fee of One Hundred Dollars

£100) for each of the defendunts. They do not be-
Jieve thaet the trial will take very long. The court
will exclude all idence a8 to the reasons why they
!ﬁe only issue before the court be=-
ing whether or not they obeyed the order of the Draft
Board. 1 should be surprised if the cese would rum

more than a day oOr so.

With respect to the Okamoto and Horino
ceses, we shall consider whether or not they are
appropriate subjedts to test the issue of detention
that we are interested in, As soon &s we have coms
to some conclusion, we shall let you know. It is our
understanding that neither of these two gentlemen have
been cleared as to thelr loyalty by the W.R.A. As .
soon as we have more information, we shall let yougﬁ:

 With respect to the_quostlon of censorship
of the mails, our investigation shows that there is no
censorship of mail in camps other than at Tule Lake and
Manzenar. The only reason for gcensorship in the latter
camp is that 1t is within the Paciflc Coast military
area. We understand that Mr. Okamoto and ¥r., Horino
are now at Tule Lake.

Very sincerely yours,

ro.e Clifford Forster



Y/ S

April 10, 1944

Mr. Minoru Tamesa
14-2-B

Heart Mountain Center
Wyoming

Dear ¥r. Tamesa:

In reply to yours of April
4th, I am asking Mr. Forster of our office to
reply to you. I enclose a copy of the letter.
which I sent to Mr, Okamoto, both to Tule Lake
and to Heart Mountain Center. '

I also sent a copy (o Hr,
Heyer.

I doubt very much whether any
correspondence 1s censored, except to persons
under arrest. Undoubtedly that is the case in
Tﬁle Lake.

Sincerely yours,

RNB:AL



L Minoru Tamesa
Ao iy -2 - B
€1 0 Heart Mountain Center
Wyoming

April Lb 194,

Mr. Roger N. Baldwin
Direetore..eA.C.L4U
170 5th Avenue

New York City, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Baldwin,

I am following up Mr. Kiyoshi Okamoto's letter of March 28th,
19l); regarding the 12 boys from Heart Mountain Center who were held
in the Cody jail.w They all pleaded not guilty at their hearing to
charges of evading the draft.

. The twelve boys are now transferred to Casper in care of
the U.S. Marshalld I believe they are awaiting trial sometime in May.
At the time of this writing twelve more boys have been taken away to
Thermopolis to await trial after all pleaded not gullty to the same
charge. There will be about thirty more boys who will be taken into
custody in a day or so.

We have retained an attorney, Mr. Semuel Mennin from Denver,
Colorado who is representing the first twelve boys who were taken into
custody. Mr. Mennin said that he is a member of the A.C.L.U. He left
for Casper Tuesday night Mpril 4 end is expected to see the boys on
Wednesday. He will then let us know of any further developments.

I would like to inquire whether the boys will be tried all
at once or individuelly. Please inform me which you think it will be.
If each group or individual is going to®tried separately, it will run
into such expense that I do not believe we can retain a private counsel
for each trial. Thus far we have paid Mr. Mennin $500.00 for retainers
fee and he has asked for $100.00 apie@e for each boy in the first group.
There are twelve boys therefore the cost will be $1200.00 plus the
retainer fee of $500.00 plus bxpenses. We can cover that part but I

. believe it will be impossible for us to meet the cost of $100.00 for

each boy who has been taken in since the first group. Is there any

way possible im your opinion whereby they can all be tried together

at the same time? They are all charged with the same violation and

they all pleaded not guilty on the same grounds. We intend to take

this cese up to the Supreme Court if it is nesessary, but we do. rot
know whether we alone can meet the expenses for such action. Especially
if these preliminary trials drain so much of our finances. Are there
any possibilities that the A.C.L.U can come to our aid as a friend of
the court? Plesse inform me regarding the above queries at you
earliest opportunity.

Wfe believe that the skand the boys are taking----that Selective
Service @oes not apply to them because of the uncertainty of their
status and that the army diseriminated against them by placing them
in the LC classification (aliens or enemy aliens) solely because of
race or ancestry, and that there has been no rectification of the
un-Constitutional acts committed against them------involves a vital
Constitutional matter.
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At this time I wouldalso like to write to

A you on behalf of
Mr. Kiyoshi Okamoto, Chairman of the Fair Play Committee of Heart Mt.
Center and Mr. Isamu Horino, a member of the American Civil Liberties

Union.

Mr. Okamoto left instructions with us that we ;oro to let
you kmow in the event anything happened to him.

On Wednesday, March 29th, at &bout 2:30 p.m. he was foreibly
and against his will, without trial or due process of law, taken away
from Heart Mountain Center to  the Tule Lake Conoentﬁn%ion Camp
handcuffed to the Center's Internal Security officers. Mr. Horino
was likewise treated. They are both loyal American citizens.

In Horino's case, in order to see if he had the rights of
a loyal American citizenx to freedom and liberty, he attempted to
walk out of the center without a pass whereupon he was promptly
arrested by the Military Police guarding the center and lodged in the
MP's guardhouse. He wanted to ascertain his rights at the present
time, particularly in view of the fact that the oitizens are being
called into the armed forces from these relocation centers. About
nalf an hour after he was lodged in the guardhouse, he was handcuffed
to the Internal S8ecurity Officer and taken in a car supposedly to
Tule Lake Concentration Camp togaether with Mr. Okasmoto. He was not
even permitted to notify his family. He protested such arbitrary and
dictatorial action on the grounds that he, as an “merican citizen
had Constitutional rights to oppose such un-Constitutional acts and
proceedures, but to no avail.

There were two evacuee witnesses at the time all this happ-
ened. These two witnesses were also lodged in the guardhouse for
attempting to walk out of the center without a pass, but they were
not taken to Tule hke. The writer was one of the witnesses who was
put in the guardhouse therefore all these statements are true.

As you may already know Mr. Okamoto as chairman of the Fair
Play Committee was actively engaged in educating the members of the
organization on the desirability of our knowing more about our Civil
rights. He based his reasoning on the Open Forum, & publisation of
the ACLU, All his statements and his stend on the restoration of rights
to the citizens behind these barbed wire fences were based on the
Constitution and Bill of Rights of the United States.

The WRA project.director of Heart Mountain, Mr. Guy Rob-
ertson disapproved of these activities of Okamoto and Horino and of
the Fair Play Committee. Also we do not kmow who or which member :
will be next on his list to be sent away to the Tule Lake Concentration

Camp. He has made it plain that we citizens behind these fence have
no Constitutional rights if the WRA official so deems it. We can
verify all of these statements.

Mr. Okamoto and Horino were taken out on the reason that
they were denied leave clearance by the Leave Clearance Review Board.
Whether an evacuee can be granted clearance or not seems to rest with
the Project Director. It seems that if an individual or individuals
raises the ire of the director in any way, he or they are in dianger
of being deported to Tule “ake thru this deave clearance proceedure.
There is no charge against the two persons emcept the above factse.
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As yet we have not taken any action through our attorney
regarding Mr. Okamoto and Mr., Horino because they are presumably in
Tule Lake, California. The distance from Denver to Tule Lake is so
great that it would be almost impossible to have Mr. Mennin take up
their case. Too, we are not financially able to take more than one
case at the present time.

If your organization can help them out in any way, I am
sure that they, as well as we, and all true Americans will appreciate
it more than words can convey. It would, I am sure, really further
the cause of justice and liberty which we are critically in neéd of
in these present times. '

We believe that this action was a clear-cut violation of
a citizens civil rights guaranteed tedus by the Constitution.

. If you are interested in their case and would like further
particulars, I would be very happy to send you all the informeation
regarding the abduction-like treatment of these citizens. Any in-
formation of any kind that you would like to have, I shall be glad
to send you at any time.

All incoming correspondenee to Mr. Okamoto and Mr, Horino
has been stopped and held by the WRA at this center so if you have
sent any mail to Mr. Okamoto in the last few days, phatsere concerned
with the present activities, please smmd a duplicate to the writer
as it may be of help to us. Can the WRA legally tamper with the
U. S. Mail? Mr. Okemoto and Horino were not charged with any crime.
TReirifamilyeis still here, and they should be the ones to receive
the correspondence.

If you receive this letter, please reply at your earliest
moment as the WRA may hold up any outgoing mail to the A.C.L.U. or
other organization or persons who are interested in protecting civil
rights. I would like to ascertain whether they do or not.

-~ As yet, neither we nor the families of these two persons
know of their whereabouts. How do you suppose we can get in touch
with them? We would appreciate any suggestions or advice which
you may be able to give us as to how we can go about in locating

them.
I shall earnestly await your reply.

Very sincerely,

Minoru Tamesa

i, -2 - B b .

Heart Mountain Center
T Wyoming

P.S. Would it be possible, in your opinion, that the trial of the
“first twelve boys be made into a test case for the folklowing

groups?
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Mr. Clifford Forster
.. staff Counsel
American Civil Liberties Union
e 170 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York
Dear Mr. Forster:
75 Recently you inquired of me as to the present status of
Kiyoshi Okamoto and Isamu Horino, formerly residents of the
- Heart Mountain Relocation Center.
- I have checked with the Heart Mountaln authorities and
- £ind that, in accordance with the authorization which was issued
B~ by the Director in Washington, Okamoto and Horino have been trans-
ferred to the Tule Lake Segregation Center. They arrived at Tule
= Lake on April 1.
4: 3 Sincerely,
b Philig M. Glick
e ‘ Sdlicitor
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April 6, 1944

lre Klyoshi Okitmoto
2CeB=b

Heart lownteln Center
Vyoming

Deay ire Ckamotos

In reply to your letter of March 28th,
I have therse observations to make:

(1) The men who have refused to accept
milit draft are within their rights, dbut they of course
rust take the consequences. They doubtless heve & strong
moral case, but no legal case at all.

(2) Nlen who counsel others to resist
military service are not within thelr rights and must
:xpect gevere trestment, whatever justifications they

eel. :

(3) There is not point at the moment in
bringing another test case involving the leave reguletions.
iisg Endo's case raises the right of detention and the vale
141ty of the leave regulations, and is already before the
Circult Court of Appesls. It mgy possibly be that a 5
criminal prosecution for violating the leave regulations
giggt {:130 the lesue in another form, but our lawyers

oubt .

(4) We intend to get & sultadble case to
test the methods of determining disloyalty and therefore
the detention of e large number of American citizens withe
out trisl. It is possible that your case might offer the
opportunity for sush & test through application for a writ
of habeas corpus, ainzg we understand that you have been
transferred tc Tule Lake and were previously cle ared as
loyal. Ve are not, however, famillar enough with the facts
to be sure of that, for Tule Lske 1s evidently also being
used for disciplinary purposess { i



Mrs Kiyoshi Oksmoto e April 6, 1944

& You fellows certainly have a strong

E moral case, but 1% 1s not helped by refusing to comply
with the requirements of the draft act. The only
possible way such asmall minority can get its rights
1s through the orderly process of the courts in test
caszsez brought under the most favorable circumstances.

We all appreciate your feeling, but we
do not think that you can stand soclely upon logic or
Justice 1f you ere to get results. :

Sincerely yours,

RNB: AL

ee; Tule Lake Relocation Center
Tule Lake, California '




February 3, 1944

Yr. Klyoshl Okemoto
22-8-3
Heert 'suntein, Wyoming

Degr Mr. Oksmoto:

Mr. 3sldwin hes asked me to renly to your lsst
severel letters to him.

We sre et presenting contempleting suits to test
the continued detention in relocetion camps of loyal
Janenese~-Americens.

We sre thinking sdout the cuestlion of compensation
for relocaeted people but have arrived et no definite
program as yet.

Very sincerely yours,

CLIFFORD ¥ORSTER
Staff Counsel

CF:RH
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Kiyoshi Okamoto -
22-8-B

Ezart liountain, Wyoming.
January 23rd, 1944

Il Baldwin,

Director...ACLU
170 Fifth ave.
New York City.

Dear ..r. Baldwin,

Thenks very much to your kindly interest. Am not having

any difficulty in leaving...have not tried it.

If you have a copy of my leave clearance transcriot T

cent you then, maEm beginning varegranh 9 on paze 6 mey help to

exvlaine.

McGowen
Okamoto

LcGowen -

Qkamoto

LlcGowen
Ckamoto

LicGoven
Qkamoto

1.f

MeGoren

Ckamct

L:eaowen
Cizamoto

leZoven
Ckamoto

I.{C G N en

Okaroto

'In brief, the following are the answars and questions.

Pas anyone told you that you were not & Citizen ?

3yt I assume thet since I was not given the duve process
of lLaw, being condemned as a criminal, an outlaw, an
outcast, & Citizen without & Country etc.

Have you been condsmned ?
ihat are we here for then ?

Have rou tried to get out of this place, relocate ?
Yo, I hav'nt tried.

I think you could , could'nt you ?

That ere those soldiers down there for ? If I was &
Citizen, an wrerican,there should be no fence, no soldiers
to hamper ry free movement. But, the WRa-and the Military
is hamvering this with tt.reat from bullets, bayonet,

so there is no common Sense in trying it unless I want to
ke shet.

Tou know, dont you,that you could epply for leave clearunce
and go clesar on out of this plece, and the soldiers wculdnt
shoot you and no one would bother you.

I grent that.But is that leave clecrance of such & nature
as to te unhempered Ly any red tdpe °?

Ch, I think so.
I can go right back to California 7 can I ?

No, that is the Army, that is not "Ra.

In my case, T amr not defferentiating between the Army and
the J/Ra, I figure, &8 & Citizen, I should not be hamprered
by anyone in Ky movexents.

The United States Suprems Court mey declare your rposition
right some day.
That is very zood. I hope it coes for the sake of...not
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rgself only tut, for tle sake o0f others who may come in the future

Put,

(1)

(4)

what is the vpoint in sending flowers after you are dead ?

L & RO AL ST SN W R e e

If T ray plece a few questions here ...?

If T arm & Citizen wbthout Proven guilt...why should § 20
through the fcrmality cf esking for leave clearance,This
sticks in ny craw.

4s to the lseve clearance...Those ithat have eglready gone
out must confime their movements to thet particular
eérea iua which they have 1located. They mast also meke
periodical renorts tc the cfficer in tre area. These

&re not the type of freedor I decsgire. CERTAINLY,AS NMc-
Gowen admits...I cennot go beck to Celifornia unless the
Army consents. My Trimery cesire is to 20 back 4o Calif-
ornia until such time as restriction on free movenents
are applizd wniformly to all the other Citizens of the
Country. CUtherwise, it is simply discrimination.

vbere is the difference in the functions of the irmy and
the WRA as applied to our situation ? CEALLENGE TEE RIGE"
OF THE nRHY{TO KEEP US IN DITANTICN ?

The stipulations have to do ‘with accepting certain suppt
Vhat is this certain support ? I assume it is the fifty
dollars granted ell relocatees as traveling funds. To e
the formelities necessitating tke reception of this sum
is equivelent to the taking of the PaUPER'S CATH. Thismhay
is, in my opinion,an unnecessary excercise of reducing

- free llen and “omen into virtual CITIZENS WITEQUT A COUNTE

For these reasons, I am unable to reconcile myself
to the rekabilitation Program until there come into ex-
istence some cefitnite guarantees, essurences or comnrenset
ion. ; e -

On the contrary, I have begun 'a cempaign in this
Center to preach the doctrine of our Rights...based on
Judge Denmen's opinidn....Open Forur ...December I8th.

Ls a corrollary move.. .I &m planning to chellenge
the Military their right to my detention.I am hoping to
execute it by the midcdle of Fsbruary. ~ ‘

In this counection, I have written. to Mr. Wirin....
acquainting hin of my intention and, asking him if thet
act will conflict whth his plans in connection with liiss
Endos test case. Fave not heard from him yet.

The three series of complaints, notice ang demands I
sent you were voreparations for this move. EHave you receiv
them ?

In closing, I am wondering if you woulg not extend

your patience to the extent of comment a °
We are so helpless here.1ﬁery 81nceref9 ons



HEART MOUNTAIN RELOCATION CENTER
Heart Mountain, Wyoming

December 17, 1943

JOINTLY TO: Mr. Dillon S. Myer
Director
War Relocation Authority
Barr Building
Washington, D. C.

LG Mr. Guy Robertson
Project Director

War Relocation Authority
Heart Mountain, Wyoming

FROM: Kiyoshi Okamoto i3
Chairman of FAIR PLAY COMMITTEE
22-8-B
Heart Mountain, Wyoming
SUBJECT: Notice of Dissatisfaction and Demandi#g;:/ f
i
|
Gentlemen: :

At the time of the Hosplital Strike, in which the names
of Van Kirk, Hanaoka and Miyahara were involved, the both of
you gave assurgnce to the Chalrmen and Councilmen of this
Center that the Medical Staff would be adequately provided.
That promise has not been observed to date. It must be remem-
bered that the GUARANTEE OF HEZALTH WAS CNE OF THE ASSURANCES
GIVEN US AT THE TIME OF TH: EVACUATION.

Since Mr. Myer's visit to this Center more than four
months ago, repeated representations to the above effect have
been directed towards Mr. Robertson through the Hospital Com-
mittee of both the representative bodles in behalf of the
Internees. As lpte as yesterday, December 16, the same group
visited the Hospital towards the same objective ... inade-
quacy of medical attention. 3But to date, the only result has
been evasions, alibis and empty promises. No tanglble effort
has been made to fulfill the promise, the assurance or the

guarantee,

Dr. Hanaoka's vacancy 1s not filled. The present médical
staff is composed of three old men plus two doctors of shorter
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experience. They are overworked. Their services are unavaill-
able even during their off hours on private calls or for emer-
gencies.

As an illustration, the undersigned tried a call in behalf
of a little girl of ten years old. Her mother is confined
in the hospital; the father is recovering from fever and cold.
She has only a grandmother as attendant. The girl was flush-
ed with fever. No bed avalilable in the hospital and had to
forego doctor's attention. Why?

Another illustration resulting from doctors shortage ...
for official reasons as past chairman and Councilman from
Block 22, and as Chairman of "Fair Play Committee" of this
Center, the undersigned have been visiting the Clinic.

Result ... the room is congested from one o'clock P.li. onwards.
The waiting interval is excruciatingly painful. On one occa-
sion, I and seven others were told to come back tomorrow
because the hour was past ... this after walting five hours

in the cramped and uncomfortable waiting room. Decidedly,

the present staff of doctors is not enough to care for the
number of People needing medical attention. WHY HAVE YOU NOT
FILLED THE VACANCY LEFT BY DR. HANAOKA'S ENFORCED TRANSFERENCE
TO MANZANAR? You made a promise then that the service of
another doctor will be retained immediately.

As already stated, the doctor's endurance is over-taxed;
their salary is a trifle ... only nineteen dollars per month;
they are given nc inducement by you to further their exertion
in behalf of the Internees. One of the doctors have been
considering the advisability of relocating ... thus, leaving
only four to staff the hospital. In this connection, it 1is
safe to say the epidemic -of cold sweeping over this Concen-
tration Camp is more than three quarters out of a population
of eight or nine thousand.

As an outgrowth of the doctors shortage, you threwe the
responsibility of health upon our shoulders, and thus evading
the trust imposed upon you by Federal sanction. You have
made no tangible effort to build the morale of the hospital
staff in spite of our efforts and representations to you
through the Councilmanic Body.

From necessity thereby, the People's reprcsentatives
were forced into the recourse of levying a tribute of ten
cents from each resident in this Center each month. Ncw, bear
in mind that we are paid by you#, the slave wages of only
twelve, sixteen and nineteen dollars per-month, for work that
draws a minimum of a hundred doliars for its equivalent
measured in terms of outside wages and work standards. This
beggarly sum does not suffice for necessities ... let alone
paying for doctors fee.
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.Now, we question you ... who is responsible for the care
of our health? Who forced us into this Concentration Camp?
wno made the guarantees of food, shelter, clothing and .
HEZALTH? WITHOUT DIGRESSING, WHAT MA.NER OF CARE ARE YOuU
GIVING TO THE CHRCNIC INVALIDS? DIET KITCH:=NS ... WHAT
MANNZR OF SERVICE ARE THEY GIVING? ARE YOU HAKING AVAILABLE
TO THZM THOSE NECESSITIES THESE INVALIDS REQUIRE?

With your policy of shoving responsibility upon us --
after having divested us of our lnheritance and all we possess ==
do you expect us to dig into the measly earnings to care for
our health? PLEASE REWEIBER THAT H:ALTH MEASURES VERE
GUARANTEZD US, AND THAT YOU AREZ THE APPOINTED CUSTODIAN OF
CUR WZLFARZ.

These accusations could have been eliminated 1f you had
paid less attention to selfish motives and more to the obli-
gZations for which you are being pald an unprecedented salary.
vou wanted to white-wash the Hospital strike; you sent two
innocent individuals into unmerited disgrace ... one to Leupp
Isolation Camp, and the other to llanzanar. There was too much
negligence of duties; too much internal politics and too much
self interest in that transaction for the welfare of ten
thousand People. That result is as folloWSeeeeceo

We have an epidemic of cold, pneumonia, stomach ailments;
there is a shortage of beds; applicants for hospltallzation
are refused; the convalescing are at times forced to go home
prematurely; the doctors are unable to give full attentlion;
the sum of ten cents are levied on the residents to pay for
doctors attention.

As an illustration of the seriousness of the epldemlic, Dr.
Irwin, the head of the hospital, is in Dbed; the head nurse,
Miss Van Kirk has not been functioning for the pat month.

Seven out of the four patients in Ward #7 of the Hospital,

are patients from stomach .ulcers; the others are confined from
digestive troubles; many of the patients themselves have con-
tracted cold and pneumonia after thelr hospitalization. One
man died suddenly ... confined in the hospital for complica-
tions arising from cold. His family was not notified, although
the distance is less than a mile. Why? Another patient
entering the hospital for digestive troubles contracted pneu-
monia in the hospital. The fever has not subsided after two
weeks ... necessitating confinement in a separate ward. Why
the spread of disease in a place where antiseptlic mssures

should be in vogue?

In visiting the nospital, notice is made of the improper
ventilation. Why? Yet, we have been assured by Mr. Robertson
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and by Dr. Irwin that proper measures have been adopted. Thigr
asan excuse for the discharge of Dr. Hanaoka and the sen- 2
tencing of Liyahara to a desert Penetentiary.

As another illustration on the Prevalence of sickness,
take the case of the dishwashers in lMiess Hall #30 of Block 22.
There were seven of them. Today, December 17, none of them
are able to work. They are all.in bed. No doctor's care.
The head cook of the same mess is also confined. These
instances may be applied to the other thirty nine liess Halls
where ten thousand mouths are fed. Why the loss of control?
The doctors will not come on call as hitlerto they were able
prior to the hospital strike.

As a contributing cause for our weak resistance, the
following is submitted:

(1) Unbalanced diet to be in conformity with our metabdic
structure. There is g deficiency of vital elements
to which we are habituated. Vitamin shortage 1is
pronounced.

(2) The elevation of the camp sight is too high for
many. It must be remembered that meny people suffer
from high elevation; the reverse is also true.

Blood pressure is effected, heart beats acclerated,
arthritis, nausea and rhumatism are susceptable

te elevations. ' Attention has not been given to this
aspect in the promiscuous dumping of ten thousand
people into a congested area.

The fact remains that the health of this Center has been
Jeopardized by your indifference, negligence, and by your
tendency to salve the wounds of maladministration with empty
phrases.

These conditions exist in spite of the fact that HEALTH
IS ONE CF THiZ GUARANTEES GIVaN US AT THE TIME OF THE EVACUA-
TICN. You have failed in your promises and obligations.
THE RASPONSIBILITY OF SATISFYING THE OBLIGATIONS IMPOSED UPON
YOU THROUGH THZ EVACUATION AKND CONCENTRATION, AND BY FEDERAL
AUTHORITY IS STRICTLY WITHIN YOUR PROVINCE TO PZRFORii.

COMPLAINT #2

The undersigned and his friends object to the un-Ameri-
can ways of Life to which we are forced to submit. Specifi-
cally, six individuals are forced into a compartment twenty
feet by twenty four feet. Rabbits and fowls may be satisfied



with such arrangements, but the:undersigned have no desire
to aspire thereto.

A.Whole year of submittance to the miseries of mental
and spiritual torture arising from the necessity of adjusting
temperament to the constant changes inherent in different
ind¥iduals 1s a nerve wrecking strain. A breakdown for the
undersigned is in the offing unless a change 1s effected
immediately.

I am inclined toward study and self commune; detest
raucous nolse; cannot stand snoring and the gnashing of teeth
in their sleecp; the habits, peculliarities, idiocrasies of un-
congenial company 1s too much for me.

It is said that something broke a camel's back. Thils
something i1s the denial of privacy that may be had from hablt-
ation separately. :

Thereby, I MAKE DEMAND THAT. A SEPARATE ROOM Bs ALIOTED lUZ
IV EDIATELY. I demand this as an American Citlizen habltuated
to Amerigan ways of Life.

In this above connection, it may be timely to remind you
of a stabbing affair that took place in Block #15 this last
winter over matters arising from the same situation in which
I am now situated. You caused them to be punished after
placing the cause there yourself. Is this justice? One of
them is still in jail. Why?

In the instance of the undersigned and his friends, we
refuse your efforts to shift your regsponsibilities and obli-
gations upon us. Our pauperization, our evacuation and our
enforced denial of freedom is not of our making. These res-
pronsibilities are yours. Thereby, we place the whole res-
consibility and obligation where they properly belong. They
are yours. As such, any incidents that may arise through
your negligence hereafter and hiterto will be charged to you

as CAUSE OF ORIGIN.
THEREBY, I REZPEAT THE DEMANDS HITHERTO <NUMZRATED:

(1) GIVE US ADEQUATE MEDICAL SERVICES AS GUARANTEED

(2) GIVE TO ME AND TC THOSE OF MY FRIENDS WHO ARE
STUILARLY INCLINED A SEPARATE ROCM TO EACH
INDIVIDUAL. :

(I have made verbal request to the Housing
Department for a room by myself on four sep-
srate occasions. Its manager has laid them
aside contemptuously.) i
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In the making of these accusations and 4
: 3 emands
in mind your procedures of intolerance ... arrest aﬁdlpggigh-
ment. Dr. Hanaoka and Miyahara are instances together with

those of others that have been given unjustif
ments. I am prepared® J iable punish-

< { v

After all, a promise is a promise; a guarantee is a
guarantee. Has Justice, Democracy and the ideals of Ameri-
canism fallen so low that we are constrained to make these
accusations and demands for rectification?

This is America. It is supposed to be a land of the
free.. Justice and Democracy are supposedto dwell here ...
contributing to the American Way of Life. Where are they?

By Kiyé;Z:.Okamoto ;
Chairman of FAIR FLAY COMMITTEE

As a further addition of demands to those two already
mentioned on last paragraph of page 5, we make the following
demands.

(1) We challenze your right to further detention, denial
of liberty and social, mental, and spiritual cruelties
by threat of bulle (s, tear gas, machine guns,
sentries,. military zuards, internal police, the
dictatorship of the WRA and other coercic and
UNCONSTITUTICNAL PROCEDURES. :

(2) Restore our Rights, Privileges, Freedom, Liberty
and Claims in accordance with the Principles of
Justice, Equity and Fair Play ... with no red tapss,
hindrance, conditions or regimentations.’ ;

(3) Give us compensation for our pauperization arisinz
from the inconsiderate procedures of the Evacuation.
Also, compensation for the denial of freedom and
liverty to pursue our Rights for Social and Economic
Securities.

(4) Restore to us the homes, valuables, chattels and
the status of Social and Economic privileges we
enjoyed up to the time of our emasculation from
our inherited Rights ... assets bullt up and
accumulated through years of economy, denial,
sacrifice and toil.

(5) As an alternative, secure for us in the REHABILITA-



(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

.. s

|
TION PROGRAL such‘assurances, securities, justice
and equity commensurgte to those we would have
enjoyed were we not gispossessed of our inheritances.

Fulfill the promises and guarantees you made us

and assured the Public at the time of the Evacuétion.
Cn these assurances, we placed confidence and

trust to such an extent that we agreed tc the
emasculation for our inherited Rights at the moment
of this Nation's trial. Such wasour thought and

guch were our loyalty to the Ideals and Principles that
pullt up this great Democratic Nation.

Give us living wages commensurate to those pre-
valling 1n those areas we came from during the
period we are forced in these Concentration Camps
by threat of personal violence from bullets, tear
gas, sentinels, machine guns, internal police,
military guards, and other armed forces such as
the moral pressure brought upon us by the adminis-
trative staffs of the WRA.

We demand the right to live wherever we choose
without restraints, prohibitions, regimentation,
redtape, coercion, persecution, false propaganda,
threats and discriminations. ' -

We demand restitution or compensation for the mental

and Spiritual torture we have been forced to endure
during the course of our pauperization, evacuation,
emasculation, concentration and the uncertainties
of the future. You caused these into beilng.

Restore to us the esteem and economic values that

were at our disposal before the evacuation ... breaking
up of family and neighbourly relatlons; financial
(tanomoshi) relations; recreational relations, and

our moral support which we lost through the Evacua-
tion. These are elements that enabled us to survive

in spite of the persecutions, handicaps, denials,

and discriminations. :

Restore to us those, social and economic securitles
and assets we built up during the course of the
past forty years through toll, sacrifice and self
denial.

Give to us in the REHABILITATION PRCCRAM those
assurances and guarantees that rightfully belong to
Humanity in such wilse that we may not suffer from
relapse through inability to adjust our lives and
abilities to the new and stringe environments
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you envisage for us.

By Ki % Ok&moto :

Chairmen, FAIR PLAY CCUKITTEE

EE
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January 4, 1944

smr. Kiyosnl Jkamoto
Chalrmai of rair Play Coumaittee -
22-8-B

deart dourtain, Wyoming
vear 4r. Oxamotos

I do not cuite understand your compnlaints
of December 17 addressed to ir. asiyer and others.
I gather that &ll of you at Heart Miountain are
free to leave the center and resettle outside.
If that.is the case com2laints about conditions
in the center seem to us incidental.

Your other comdnlaints, which are of course
substantlal, are shared by all of us. They are
painfully Justified. VYou understand far better
than we how powerless the ¥.8.A. iz ¢n remedy
nost of them. -

Sincerely yours,

RXB/sa
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONC=RN? - 3

A
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As a meetur- of insurenc. aganst helptesen.ss, I em predating

thig appe-al. “Ertow thenjy if this reach.s you I em under
arr~8t,confin-mant or segregation or isolation,

FaY i — “a 1o

“ The caus- for my suspicions and f<ars er~ bes~d-upon
th* feet that T am addr-ssing & g~ri-s<of l~tters d-mending
th~ r-stitution of my Rights es & Citiz-n of this FHation
to thos~ individuale gnd d-partm-nts r-sponsibl. for my
paup-rization, -vaguetion and cona-~ntration.

| * A kttowl#g* of-th. hitXorto WRA-prastic.~of-i&oclating,

' und~r one“pr-t~x¥ or~anothor*,- those that~ar~ r-ballious

{ > aganst the proe-aflur-s andﬂmﬁ%hoﬁa of“ the WRA sdministration

F CoTmes L or, mindful of the injustic~s=of the evacuatfon, paup-rization

t T and tie ctnoentration l-eds me into the bali-f that this
progesdure 18 wisdom,

ST p—

Wi s el In addr-~seing you-thus;I &m in hop-s ybu ars-~an advookte
-~y . of Oongtitutiona¥ proc~sdur~g, That 1B my reltencs in sddress-
AR S ing yeu thig sppeali..te contridtits yopr veis-~ towards a~
Ui - oXrarifiestion of the Rights, Freedom, Lib.rty and Justic~ -

e T daiigned £or the People of fhis Hationftn‘thsécanstitutian,“
7T the Bi11 of Ripghts and the vgxipus'ggmrndgﬁqtsz.f 3 e

bl R 8ingaorely,
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Januery 17, 1944,

cd4r. H. Otamoto
Le-8-1
Heart-wountsin
Wyoming.

Peer w=pr, Qtamoto:

rn-'

ininks for vour rote, You say

that vou zre free to ‘eave only under
stipulztions. That is not, I think,
true in law. Those found loysl are
free to leave without restraint. The.
stipuletions have to do with gccesting
certair ‘sypport., There are, it is trye,
& few formelities recogrized on the form
but they zre #1thout 1.gal force and can
be 1ignored.. : ;

8

. Ere you Laving eny difficulty.
leaving? el 3 :

- e

ey ..

. e
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February 3, 1944

Yr. Kiyoshl Okemoto
22-8-38
Heert 'ountein, %Wyoming

Deer Yr., Qkemoto:

#r. seldwin hes asked me to renly to your lsst
severel letters to him.

e sare et presenting contempletinzg suits to test
the continued detention in relocetion camps of lovsl
Japenese-Americens.

WWe sre thinking soout the cuestlion of compensation
f'or reloceted people but have srrived et no definite
program gs yet.

Very sincerely yours,

CL1F¥ORD ¥ORSTER
Staff Counsel

CF:RH
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Ziyoshi Ckamoto PPN

22-8-B ’ b /'.'

Heart ilountain Cemp Ve
kr. Rogar L.Baldvin dyoming .

Director, 4.C.1.0,
iwarch I2th, TI944
I70-5th street

~ew rork City, #.Y.

Degr lir. Baldwin,

I am sending you the enclosed set of articles as re-
rrescentin the sentiments of the members of '"Fair Play Committee
of Eeart Yountaln.

This organization came into numerical and financial
existence only recently although I have bteen trying to organize
the resifents here for more then a year and & half past.

'(

=y basic objective is justice, equity and Constitutionality
in any and all tkhe dealings meted us &s Citizens of this Nation s
well as as to our parents who established themselves here under
International agreerent.

ne have already filed,with the w«ttorney General, & recuest
that our Citizencshipy righkts end status be clarified. This is in view
of tre fact theat tre War Tevartment is inducting the Nisseis from
the Centers without any renner of conciderations. Theg &rguments
are set fortk in one of the sheets herein enclosed. The Secretary
of War have also been informed of our existence.

To date, foutteen of our nmembers have refused to answer the
call for physicsl exarination. Tke authorities have not arrested
them yet. Two of themr were pulled in Londay...liarch 6th but,
imrmediately relezsed. The reason lies in their answer whic were &s
follows.... I refused to answer the order pecause I a0 not know
whether I am a Citi~en of this Country or not. If I am & Citizen
then, why am I enclosed within a wire fence-End denled trhe rights
and orivilleges of . full fled’ed «zeicens 7

I telieve the Viar )epartment as well as the Justice depart-
rents are looking up the law rertaining to thsse.

I ar wondering whether you would consider our acts &and
ettitude ...as indicated in the attached sheets... would cocnform
witr your ideals and rrinciples of Civil Literties ?

Hay I exvect an orinion from you ?

very sincerely (éé d
Yiyoghi Ckamoto

Cheirmen...fair £lay Committee.

L T (2Tl oF Lo
Mt Sl @B
pel G (2 IcesS

‘ Mee (( Sprie
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March 21, 1944

dr. XKiyosni Okamoto,
g2-2-5,
fieart Moantain Camp,

e weomlnz
: vlJ 4——-.00

Lecsr Br. J9kamoto:

¥r. Balcéxin has asked me to repdly to your
letter of March 13th. ¥We are, of z2o0urse, deeply
sympathetle with the nosition you aavs t:xan in
yvour "clarification of loyslty ztetexsnt". a2 sre
giite agreed wlth you thet certcin =ivil Lirertizs
have Decn deniled Aaqerican 2itlz en, of Jepanzss on-
cestry. ANeverthelzsz, tas finzl detepairnetion o7
wnat tneses rignte specifically zre rsst nith tae
U. S. Supreme Court.

summer, you will recsll, the L“ur~me

uast
Court held constitutional millita ry curfew orders
% directed zgoinst American citizens of Japenese en-

o cestry. At present, 1t is belng asked tec rule upon
the cuestion of the validity of the milit*“y'evacqa-
tion orders a**ected against such & class citizens
and btefore the Circuit Court of Appeals in San
Fruncisco ls a habeus corpus oroceeding testing the
constitutiornelity of the dptention of Jasanese-Amerlcans
in relocation camps.

For your information, I am enclosing 2 copy
of the brief filed in the oresent Supreme Court cese

‘ and & copy of the Suoreme Court 's decision in the
curfew casec.

Very sincerely yous,
CF:Y
Enc. Clifford Forster
£1sf Counsael
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L Minoru Tamesa
,(/" 1,.‘.-2“B
g/ ¢ Heart Mountain Center
< Wyoming

April L, 19LL

Mr. Roger N. Baldwin
Direetors..eA.C.LJU

170 5th Avenue

New York City, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Baldwin,

I em following up Mr. Kiyoshi Okamoto's letter of March 28th,
19l); regarding the 12 boys from Heart Mountain Center who were held
in the Cody jailew .They all pleaded not guilty at their hearing to
charges of evading the draft.

: The twelve boys are now transferred to Casper in care of
the U.S. Marshall I believe they are awaiting trial sometime in May.
At the time of this writing twelve more boys have been taken away to
Thermopolis to await trial after all pleaded not gullty to the same
charge. There will be about thirty more boys who will be taken into
custody in a day or soO.

We have retained an attorney, Mr. Samuel Mennin from Denver,
Colorado who is representing the first twelve boys who were taken into
custody. Mr. Mennin said that he is a member of the A.C.L.U. He left
for Casper Tuesday night ¥Mpril l; and is expected to see the boys on
Wednesdey. He will then let us know of any further developments.

I would like to inguire whether the boys will be tried all
at once or individually. Please inform me which you think it will be.
If each group or individual is going to®tried separately, it will run
into such expense that I do not believe we can retain a private counsel
for each trial. Thus far we have paid Mr. Mennin €500.00 for retainers
fee and he has agked for $§100.00 apie®e for each boy in the first group.
There are twelve boys therefore the cost will be $1200.00 plus the
retainer fee of $500.00 plus éxpenses. We can cover that part but I

. believe it will be impossible for us to meet the cost of $100.00 for

sach boy who has been taken in since the first group. Is there any

way possible im your opinion whereby they can all be tried together

at the same time? They are all charged with the same violation and

they all pleaded not guilty on the same grounds. We intend to take

this case up to the Supreme Court if it is necessary, but we do not
kmow whether we alone can meet the expenses for such action. Especially
if these preliminary trials drain so much of our finances. Are there
any possibilities that the A.C.L.U can come to our aid as a friend of
the court? Please inform me regarding the above queries at you
earliest opportunity.

Wie believe that the s&and the boys are taking----that Selective
Service @oes not apply to them because of the uncertainty of their
status and that the army diseriminated against them by placing them
in the LC classification (aliens or enemy aliens) solely because of
race or ancestry, and that there has been no rectification of the
un-Constitutional acts committed against them------involves a vital
Constitutional matter.



: %t this time I wouldalso like to write to you on behalf of
Mr. Kiyoshi Okamoto, Chairman of the Fair Play Committee of Heart Mte
Center and Mr. Isamu Horino, a member of the American Civil Liberties
Unione.

Mr. Okamoto left instructions with us that we iere to let
you kmow in the event anything happened to him.

On Wednesday, March 29th, at &bout 2:30 p.m. he was foreibly
and against his will, without trial or due process of law, taken away
from Heart Mountain Center to = the Tule Lake Concentpation Camp
handcuffed to the Center's Internal Security officers. "Mr. Horino
was likewise treated. They are both loyal American citizens.

In Horino's case, in order to see if he had the rights of
a loyal American citizenx to freedom and liberty, he attempted to
walk out of the center without a pass whereupon he was promptly
arrested by the Military Police guarding the center and lodged in the
MP's guardhouse. He wanted to ascertain his rights at the present
time, particularly in view of the fact that the oitizens are being
called into the armed forces from these relocation centers. About
nalf an hour after he was lodged in the guardhouse, he was handcuffed
to the Internal 8ecurity Officer and taken in a car supposedly to
Tule Lake Concentration Camp togaether with Mr. Okamoto. He was not
even permitted to notify his family. He protested such arbitrary and
dictatorial action on the grounds that he, as an “merican citizen
had Constitutional rights to oppose such un-Constitutional acts and
proceedures, but to no avail.

There were two evacuee Witnesses at the time all this happ-
ened. These two witnesses were also lodged in the guardhouse for
attempting to walk out of the center without a pass, but they wsre
not taken to Tule hke. The writer was one of the witnesses who was
put in the guardhouse therefore all these statements are true.

As you may already know Mr. Okamoto as chairman of the Fair
Play Committee was actively engaged in educating the members of the
organization on the desirability of our knowing more about our Civil
rights. He based his reasoning on the Open Forum, & publisation of
the ACLU. All his statements and his stend on the restoration of rights
to the citizens behind these barbed wire fences were based on the

Constitution and Bill of Rights of the United States.

The WRA project.director of Heart Mountain, Mr. Guy Rob-
ertson disapproved of these activities of Okamoto and Horino and of
the Fair Play Committee. Also Wwe do not knmow who or which member
will be next on his list to be sent away to the Tule Lake Concentration
Campe. He has made it plain that we citizens behind these fence have
no Constitutional rights if the WRA official so deems it., We can
verify all of these statements.

Mr. Okamoto and Horino were taken out on the reason that
they were denied leave clearance by the Leave Clearance Review Board.
hether an evacuee can be granted clearance or not seems to rest with
the Project Director. It seems that if an individual or individuals
raises the ire of the director in any way, he or they are in dlanger -
of being deported to Tule “ake thru this deave clearance proceedure.
There is no charge against the two persons emcept the above faots.




As yet we have not taken any action through our attorney
regarding Mr. Okamoto and Mr. Horino because they are presumably in
Tule Lake, California. The distance from Denver to Tule lLake is so
great that it would be almost impossible to have Mr. Mennin take up
their case. Too, we are not finaencially able to take more than one
case at the present time.

If your organization can help them out in any way, I am
sure that they, as well as we, and all true Americans will appreciate
it more than words can convey. It would, I am sure, really further
the cause of justice and liberty which we are critically in neéd of
in these present times. :

We believe that this action was a clear-cut violation of
a citizens civil rights guaranteed tedus by the Constitution.

. If you are interested in their case and would like further
particulars, I would be very happy to send you all the information
regarding the abduction-like treatment of these citizens., Any in-
formation of any kind that you would like to have, I shall be glad
to send you at any time.

All incoming correspondenee to Mr. Okamoto and Mr. Horino
has been stopped and held by the WRA at this center so if you have
sent any mail to Mr. Okamoto in the last few days, thatsare concerned
with the present activities, please smmd a duplicate to the writer
as it may be of help to us. Can the WRA legally tamper with the
U. S. Mail? Mr. Okamoto and Horino were not charged with any crime.
THeirifamilyeks still here, and they should be the ones to receive
the correspondence.

If you receive this letter, please reply at your earliest
moment &s the WRA may hold up any outgoing mail to the A.C.L.U. oOr
other organization or persons who are interested in protecting civil
rights. I would like to ascertain whether they do or not.

As yet, neither we nor the families of these two persons
¥now of their whereabouts. How do you suppose we ocan get in touch
with them? We would appreciate any suggestions or advice which
you may be able to give us as to how we can go about in locating

them.

I shall earnestly await your reply.

Very sincerely,

P eaaie
Minoru Temesa
1y -2 - B .
Heart Mountain Center
- Wyoming

P.S. Would it be possible, in your opinionm, that the trial of the
first twelve boys be made into a test case for the following

groups?
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April 10, 1944

Mr. Minoru Tamesa
14-2-B

Heart Mountain Center
Wyoming

Dear ¥Mr. Tamesa:

In reply to yours of April
4th, I am asking Mr. Forster of our office to
reply to you. I enclose a copy of the letter
which I sent to Mr, Okamoto, both to Tule Lake
and to Heart Mountain Center.

I also sent a copy to Hr,
Meyer.

I doubt very much whether any
correspondence is censored, except to persons
under arrest. Undoubtedly that is the case in

Tule Lake.

Sincerely yours,

RNB:AL



April 11, 1944

Mr. Minoru Tamessa
14-2-B
Heart Mountein Center

. m

Dear Mr. Tamesa:

¥with respect to the case of the 12 boys
charged with refusing to appear for & pre-induction
physical examinatlion, the cases will probably be
tried seperately but, at the same time by that T
mean, there will probably be a separate trial for
each of them &8 the case is not presented under the
eaonspiracy provisions of the Selective Service Act.
I do not believe that ¥r. lennin would therefore be
eustified in esking a fee of One Hundred Dollars
£100) for each of the defendunts. They 4o not be-
Jieve that the trial will take very long. The court
will exclude &ll i1dence &8 to the reasons why they
~did not appesary Eﬂe only issue before the court be~
ing whether or not they obeyed the order of the Draft
Board. 1 should be surprised if the cese would rum

" more than a day OF S80.

With respect to the Okamoto and Horlino
ceses, we shall consider whether or not they are
appropriaste subjegts to test the issue of detention
that we are interested im., As soon as wée have come
to some conclusion, we shall let you know. It is our
understanding that neither of these two gentlemen have
been cleared as to thelr loyalty by the W.R.A. As
soon as we have more informatlion, we shall let yo ﬁg,
kmow. o Ml

 With respect to the gquestlion of censorship
of the mails, our investigation shows that there is no
censorship of mail in cemps other than at Tule Lake and
Manzenar. The only resson for censorship in the latter
csmp is that it 1s within the Pacific Coast military
ares. We understand that Mr. Okamoto and Mr. Horino
are now at Tule Lake.

Very sincerely yours,

oL clifford Forster



April 6, 1944
PERSONAL

¥r. Dillon Keyer
war Relocsation Authority
%ashington, D. C.

Degr Dillon,

I enclose & copy of & letter %o
Okamoto, one of your old customers at Heart lountaln,
Wyoming. I want you to see the attitude we have
taken toward his repeated demands on us for help.

I would elso be obliged if you would
tell us vwhether he has been transgferred to Tule
Lske end if so, whether solely for disciplinary
purposes or for disloyelty. If the latter, in what
does the disloyalty consist?

We had assumed that g1l such

evecueces at Heart Mountain were segregeted before
this.

Sincerely yours,

RNB: AL



April 11 1944

MEMORANDUM

I called Dillon Myer, who made these points:

(1) Tule Lake is not being used as a dis-
ciplinary center and the two men who were transferred from Heart
Mountain did not have leave clearances as loyal American citi-
zens.

(2) The twelve men who refused military ser-
vice at Heart Mountain will of course be prosecuted and should
have been prosecuted earlier in order to stop the spread of dig-
affection. Mr. Myer feels that nothing can be gained by any
deflance of law, whatever moral grounds are urged, and that
these men will get and deserve pretty stiff prlison sentences,

(3) Their grievances are only the same as
those of all other evacuees, save for the alleged segregation
in the army. That 1is not as complete as it is represented, and
1s due primarily to military considerations, not race pre judice.
Race prejudice may be the reason for the refusal of the Navy to
accept any men, but the army accepts many in special services
with the exception of the air force.

(4) As to test cases on detention and leave
clearance as a requirement for release, Mr. Myer sald that they
should be selected with great cere, and that neither Okamoto
nor Horino: are sultable cases, since they have not had leave
clearances as loyal.

He sald that while he had hoped to gbol-
ish leave clearances and to permit free entrance and exit from
the camps, this had proved impracticable, and the WRA would not
change the regulations except by court order. I assured Mr,
Myer that we would bring no test cases without consulting hisg

office.
%“fm



kinoru Tamesa
14 -2 -B
Heart ilountain, Wyo.

April 17, 1944
. kire Clifford Forster

American Civil Liberties Union

170 Fifth Avenue

Kew York City (10), Ne Yo

Deear ir. Forster:

Thank you kinaly for your letter oi the 1llta end for the
information contained therein.

At prescnt toere are Tifty turee 0oys held in custody for

failure o report ior pre-induction physical. They are awaitving irial
at verious locations in Vyoming for alleged violation of the Selective

Service hLcte e have reason to believe thal they will &ll be trans-
ferred to Cheyenne for triel scmctime in Liaye As we stated before,
lire Semucl De icennin of Uenver is representing the first group of
{twelve boys at a hundred dollars apiece for each deiend=nte Wwe hiave
already paid him the retainer fee of five hundred dollars. He has
stated that if only three Of four cases are tried and others are held
in sbeyance while eppeuls are pending, he will meke adjuswments feor

the cases that are not tried in the lower court, however he huas stated

that if there are additional cases to be tried, they will of course
be on the seme basis.

At the present time, we are negotiating with Lr. ilennin
for & more reasonable fee in the event that each defendant will have
to be tried separately as we are not financially eble to pay him one

nundred dollars for each of the fifty three dereundanis.

if in ihe evernt that lir. Mennin will not ccusiaer eny
other arrangement, would it be possible for tue 4eCelieUs to furnish
counsel for the defendants? Or woulc it be possible for your organ-
izetion to recommend en attorney to use We will pay the fees. This

is not meant to be any reflection on Lir. wennin ws I hope that we will

be able to work out a rcasonable arrangement with him. We are not
able to wait for the results of our negotiation with Lir. Mennin re-

garding the other groups of forty one boys as the date for their trial

is drawing near and we want to be assured of a counsel for their
defense.

In case of an adverse decision in the lower court, we are

i

Getermined to take this case up to the Supreme Court. Would the A.G.L.U.

consider representing this case in such an event if we will raise the



pecessary iunds TO pay tuae costse. ‘rnus far we nave raised about rour
taousand dollars, but I am sure that we cun raise more in the event we
can put & test case in the Appellate Courts. Approximately how much
does the costs amount to in taking a case up to the Supreme Court?

As you ma; know, the derendants are not evading the draft.,
They are contesting the legality of tav Selective Service Law as
applied to citizens in an unclarified and suspcnacd status as regards
tiheir Constitutionel and civil rights. Especially in view of tie fact
toat most of them were reclassified 4C (alien class) by the Arny solely
on tile basis 0f race and ancestTye

would it be possible for the A.C.L.Ue t0 arrange an audi-
ence with some members of your board if we should send a representa-
tive on benwlf of the derfendants to New York at which time he can
acquaint you with all the Tacts vertaining to this case. If that is
not possible, would your group be able to send a representative to
iJeert mountain Center. We will pay expenses,

as 1 thought it may interest you, I have enclosed copies
of two different hearings which Frank imi had recently. One is a
leave clearcnce rehearing because of his connection with the Fair Play
Coummittee. The other is a hearing which Emi and I had after we tried
to walk out of The center without a pass, to ascertain our status
regarding our Constitutional rights in view of the citizens being
drafted out or this center., e were prouptly arrested by the military
pulice «nd put into .the guardhouse with a warning that should we try
to leave the jail we would be shot. We were both served with a warrznt
of arrest by the Project Director and a complaint by the Internal
Security officer of Heart Liountaine e have the origi.ial copies of
these suzmonse i'roilm the record of hire Emi's lecve clearance hearing,
in your opinion, 4o you think the WRA would have the right to classify
him disloyal &nd send him to Tule Lake?

Trusting that the above queries will not inconvenience

you too greaily, I remain

Very sincerely yours,

inoru Tamesa
14 - 2 - B
Heart Liountain, Wyo.

Znc. 7Two copies of transcripts of hearing.
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For the purpose of z test case, I

iﬁ&g@t think that wore than one cusze is necessary

to be properly orepared snd apoealed. The sum

af v*,uOO should therefore smply cover counsel fees
and court ¢osis for the test ca I therefore do
not u“-ux that an. addltional char 2 srould be made

/
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% th es. Lt is ny opinion that

tiacy cer be handled more or less on a default basis.
After all, the suame problem exists with all of the
ceses and they 211 involve the came issues. It is
suly Qere Jadilcution ©of the work to have K% separate
c&ses preparec, tried and apnezled.

%y tactics would ke to be thoroughly
presar«d with cna2 czse, have it ,raneer briefed,
tried snc sppsuzled. There will re convietions in all
of them and while you are sppesling the #g3t case,
notices of 2p3eal czn e flleZ in the othaps. You
wmould save on counscl feer znd nornts of »rinting
reécords in this aay. It :o.'¢éd % = zood Meo if
you would heve Ar. Heprnin 2l hout 1t.

I have not =3 7et had an opportunity
to read thrmough the record of the Emi hearing. 4is soon
15 L gat asound to 1t, I «ill zive vou mv oninion.

k Very sincefely,yours,

cr:Y Clifford Forater
o Staff Counsel
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Ty y & g 9 :‘1 .
Mr, Clifford rforster Vg ok i !
staff Counsel é(c" LLJJO .
American Civil Liberties Union U

170 Fifth Avenue
New York City, N. Y.

Desr br. Forster,

We have received your letter of the 26th regarding
the case of the fifty three boys in custody for violation of
the Selective »ervice act.

Upon receipt of your letter we contscted Mr. Llenin
and asked him to get in touch with you, but as we had
previously made arrangements with dr, Menin to have him come
domn to Heart Mountain to discuss this case with us, he said
thet he would rsther write to you affer he had a talk with
us. Also, that there was no rush as the trial will be held
not earlier than the 22nd of ligy.

Mr, lenin arrived today and we had a discussion
with him mainly on obtaining legal counsel for the entire
group of fifty three boys. Up to now our arrangement with
him wass that he would represent the first group of twelve
boys at $100 apiece. Ve asked him what srrsngements he could
meke to represent the rest of the forty one boys as we could
not pay him $100 for each defendent. Also, as you suggested
we ssked him whether the first case could be tried, snd in
case of sn sdverse decision, one person out of the group that
is tried can mske an appeal, or if possible, to have the
whole groupof twelve or less be masde into one test case for an
appeal and let the rest of the forty one boys be hendled
more or less on a default bssis. He was of the opinion that
unless each defendent was tried individually and represented
by his own legsl counsel, they would prebably not be able to
file notice of appeal while the test case is being appealed.
He said that he would tslk to the U.S. Attorney at Cheyenne
znd see if he could make arrangements whereby the whole group
can be tried altogether as one or have them divided into two
or ghree groups and have each group tried sepsrately instead
of A each defendent being tried individually. He stated
that if esch case were tried separately, that it would tske
at least twenty five days for the entire group of fifty three
and that $4000 would hardlycover the cost for the first trial.
After he has talked to the U.S3. Attorney, he will let us know
how he will hendle the entire group and what the fees would
be, Also, he said that he does not have a license to prectice
in Wyoming end the trial judge will not give him permission




to try the csse in & ‘yoming court unless he has an associste
sttorney who cen presctice in Wyoming sit in on the cese with
him. Yhet would probsbly tske sbout three hundred dollars.
He mentioned an sttorney by the name of Welten of Cheyenne

he hed in mind &nd whom he would &sk providing his fees were
recsongble., He sgid thest Walten wes en A.,C,L.U., men,

He stated thst he would write to you &s soon &s he
returned to Denver and he requested & copy of your letter
of 4pril 26 which copy we made for him,

Ir, lkenin's sttitude on the whole seemed very hezy
gbout the prodeedure of handling the whole group. Of course
we will krow more about it sfter he hes seen snd talked to
the U.,S5, Attorney, after which he will let us know just whet
his setup will be. We hopne thet some satisfsctory arrengement
can be worked out. We will keep you informed of sny further
developments.,

Also, I would like to inform you that from now on
until further notice, &ll communications will be mede by
Mr., Frenk Emi---Blogck 9-21-B----Hegrt Lt. Zlesse send any
further correspondence to him., I am ligble to be picked up
by the U. S. marshal =t any time now for the same reasuvns a&s
the boys who sre now in Jjeil,

Lt this time I wish to thenk you very kindly for your
essistence while I was corresponding with you. I am prepared
for whatever tie future holds for me in fighting for &
principle yx which I believe is right asnd just.

Very sincerely yours,

MWW

Liinoru Tamessa
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Eiyosghi Tkaroto

' 5604~D
iir Rogeri.Baldwin Tulle Lake, Calif.
Directer, £4£.C.2.U
I170-Fifth Ave. New York City (IO) May 8th, 1944

N.Y,

Deer lLir. Baldwin -

(1)

(3)

(4)

Tlease accevnt my thanks for your analysis of avril 6th.
I sew it in the papers first. iail was held up for & while wuntil

after I reached Tulle lake. Eence the deleay.

The metrods and proceedures of determining disloyelty or
loyelty is a virgin test. It will meke them perspire and, reminds
re of the monkey business in Tenessee of some yeers ago in which
you was instrumentael. It should be imvortent to the extent of
preserving democratic orectices within the WRhA if not nationally.
The privilliges of exvrescing opinione end redress is thereby
suppressed; wanhood is cowed end, dictatorship and tyrrany is
reering their ugly heads. It is intrenching itself in the WRA.
Shell it svrread Nationally ? Freedom of thought and honest con-
victions ©built this Country into a great democratic Hation:

Will subserviency of the iess dictated by a few contribute to
its progress ? The permission of arbitrary action to white-wash
errors on the part of those resvonsible for the meaintenance

of Constitutional inviolebility is e dengerous weapon in the
hends of the irresvonsible.

L8 to haveng been cleared as loyal vrevious to transfer

to Tulle Lake...I was aprroached to teke edvantage of the re-
%ocation indirectly through the Sociel i4gent on one occasion.

the second time I met her , che still had the thought on her

mind. I believe it was directed from &sbove. Next, I wes approached
to enter the educeticnal section of the Kelocation Program at
about the time I began ny ceampaign of educating the Internees

48 to the significence of the above progrem.

) In generel, I heve been personne non grate with the
PTOJ?gt director and his esssistant. Cne incident is thet of
the iiyebare case end the Leupp segregetion Camp. You may re-

~collect the details and results. So, I am not positive on this

ECiNt- Certainly, they desired to get rid of me but, it ceems
tley desired it to te co under their conditions which I &enied.

#hat the "leave regulations are" I am not sure.esbout it's
orovisions. I hed a heasring in Decerber Ist.I943. I have had no
othe? retheds or vroceedures spplied to me with the exception
of tte transfer to Tulle Lake. The charge for this transfer is
& letter addressed to me by Hovertson that I am suspected of dis-
loyelty. (They are trying to prove it now through the FBI.)...
Subversive activities and cedition. I have written to kir. Besig
of San francisco.on this . It epreers to me however, the hearing
1teelf is insuffecient warrent to brend me disloyal and the other
aprelations., Their proceedure looks like '"tke cart before the

hOI‘SC Or Miniokbrmermt+ Piwet+r A Avranf [ R R e L R



At least, it has taken them g long time to arrive at a decision.
lioreover, the hearing was a one man proposition. My answers thereto
were honest convictions...not trying to agree or disagree with

them. ("Judge Metzger...I find myself bound, not by theirn opinions
but by the Laws of the Land in arriving at my judiciasl conslusions".)
Also Washington Post...." Their fate have been administratively
determined without judicial trial...a most dangerous precedent ete"

(5) The transfer is for disciplinary purpose. To this mey be
edded the suspicion the Project Director's policies by the Fair
Play Committee's activities. The removal of James. M. Omura by
the U.S.District Attorney as editor of the English Section of the
Rocky Shinpo, Denver,Colorado mgm subsequently seem to tie in
with the whole affair. Publicity is something the administration
have feared from thefbeging%gg. This is one of the objectives
for the existence of the «+..Publicity to obtain justice and
fair practices.within.£47éu,¢o»w2ﬁi& LU&Q,é%::j?ZE:QL,—

/2L7£42 ont Akoﬁj tmueldl — a ane o A7 :

—( 6) My, FPitzgerald, the FBI was here Thursday and Friday of

last week...May 4 and 5. Isamu Horino who challenged the Hilitary

guard his right to refuse egress and I were the subjects. We

gather the impression that the Heart Mountain People are trying

to tag us with subversive activities and sedition. Stress seem

to center around three pamphlets distributed . I dmm was unable

to satisfy him because I had very little to do with the activi-

ties of the, P2®, (%he movement of the Nissei pertaining to the

refusa go to the physical examination is a seperate act from 27«

the policies and objectives of the Fair Play Committee. The latar »“*<e.

envisioned the injection of Constitutional and lawful proceedures

in the problems arising from the Evacuation. The Nisseis are mly .

a part of the Whole)f7eé@“%2“‘£“’&‘”7/“‘*450’”¢"" ~Coreacr s
Isamu Horino however, was able to give full information

€ince he took responsibility of the publication and distribution.
lir, Besig have asked me to furnish him with the pamphle ts.

I did not have them here with me so asked Heart wountain to do

so. 4m nct certain whether he received them. also asked me to

send him my leave clearance transcript.It is still in Heart liountain

and, asking it be sent.if manageable. : :

74 $¢/'x

(7) The above act and the removal of Omura from his editorship
Seem to have a close tieup...to whitewash themsel ves by prefering
orior charges or, to let the incidents die out by evading or

, clouding the issues.

;ﬁ(e) Understand the San Francisco Office is going to consider

* my situation shortly. The imvplications involved is numerous and

it difficult of explanation through correspondence only. However,

L hope something may develope from your analysis. Permit me to remain

»

Very sincerely;zu4y




pDear Frank and friends;

We ere supposed to leave for Cheyenne on ¥onday or Tuesdey sccord=
ing to what the Marshall has told use The Grand Jury is scheduled to
convene on May 8th.

The fact that at last will come our chence for the triel for which
we heve so fervently hoped and prayed for all these past months is mak=
ing us feel restless and impatient. But we are eagerly and determinedly
awaiting fhe dey kno'iig deep within our hearts end minds thet no matter
how the trial ends that we arcare right. Our conscience and our hearts
shall be clear knowing that we have had the courage to fight for & fun=-
dementel principle. We mey lose the verdict, but the verdict shall be
men mede end with the pessing of time, eternal truth end right will come
to light; that is my firm belief.

Yes truly, it is the first time since our arrival here t hat time
gseems like time and that time does not fly. It seems only & mere three
or four days thet we heve been in confinement when in reality it is about
e month end half nowe

word hes reached us through & hint the F.B.I. dropped when he visited
us here that the prosecution‘will try to base their oese solely on the
matter of evading the draft. We are not considering whether to report
for the dreft or not, to live or to die,as the true issues nor the prin-
ciple we are fighting for. We are hoping that the govermment for once
end for all time will really try to solve the issue confronting it and
not try to evade the issues; ol#rification of our Constitutional rights
and review of the record of it pest unjustified and disoriminatory ects,

and the remddy end rectification of the injustices committed and being

more
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oaumitted on us during e vacuation, its attendant pauperization of our
P'°k1° and +the detention without cause of loyal citizens, We are hop= %
ing that they will do their utmost toward restoring the rightful end unm= |
touchable dignity of citizenship that 18 the birthright of any citizen
of this nation.

* we are firm in our belief thet reinstitution of the draft irithout'

: the disoriminatory features as it applies to us at present should come

only after proper clarification and reinstitution of full citizenship ’

right;} The goverrment should make us the free citizens that all loyal

oitisens of this nation should be before ordering us to serve in the

armed force., In our present status of virtu;l war prisoners with all

our oivil rights suspended and limited, it is slmost impossible for

us to face the futurs without the fear that what has happened to us can !

always happen again., It is against the recurrence of such history {

§§5 blackening precedents that we are fighting for, We are fighting to

, make those worda “regardless of race, color, or creed" become a reality
and not mere vague and hazy ideals; we are fighting to get an interpre-

tation of thoss immortal words that shall be so universally accepted

2
B
B2

that future administrations will fear to tamper with it.

Mr, éaldwiﬁ'haa stated ™morally our case is strong but legally
- we tro.veak" or something to that effect. Just what will be the moral
reactions of the ocitizens.of the liberated and vanquished countries when
thoy hear of a United States that keeps its citizens in status comparable
tgrulr prisoners behind barbed wires and military police? ; : ‘
" He acknowledges that we are morally right. Does he mean that the
administration is not morally right in their handling of the Japanese

more



problem on the mainland?

A person who disregards or viclastes good morals is not well rese
pected by his fellow fi-l'enda. In likewlse, & mt‘on uudt rractice and
observe gcod morels to win the respect of fellow mtionsi npochlly
in the case of the United Stetes, the nation which will b. the spearhead
of the postewer mconstruotion ersa and whose reﬂponaibllity 11: is %o
spread the gospel of Demooracy and itu blessings emong the liberated and
vanquished nations, il

The saying states 'practice what you preach.' It is essential that
the United States shall prectioce what it preaches; that this nation
shall practice true democracy--the democracy which gives its blessings
end i1ts protection to ell its citizens regardless of race, color or
creed, nows Otherwise, we mgy win the wer but lost to the militant
propagende of the Japanese goverrment, the philosophy of Asis for Asiatics,
Otherwise oritics can point out and sey Americe is not a democrecy for
it disoriminates ageinet rece and color, has different castes or olasses
of oitizens (free, suspended end virtual prisoners), segregates and iso=
letes one group of citizens from the others, it pits the majority egainst
8 helpless minority, it &m the right of a citisen to reside and travel
as other citizens, it diaregerds the fact that & man's home is his castle,
it dispossesses, pauperires and ejeots &t will any group of oitizens,
it practices protective custody by which the immocent are placed in
confinament? it practices detention of citizens without oharge.

: Tﬁe Unifod St;ttl must ‘a.wnk_e end should reotify the errors snd
injustices com.{_ttu on us, oéﬁerﬂgo this shell remain forever & blot
upon the history and conscience o'r-oux- natione

more
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what prompts an individual who fully realizing the priceleal value
of 1ife and knowing well that we can live but one life, ta willingly
offer his life in defense of his oountry? what is he fighting for when

he joins the fighting forces?

}; You say, Demooracy, that's what we are fighting for; Demoarscy, its

blessings of freedom and liberty, the pursuit of happiness and livelihood,
intolerance, justice and againstggnjustified persecution,
We wonder, are we blessed with the blessin.as of Democracy at home?
Do we heve homes, liberty, freedom and justice? Are we not supposed
;;.£° be enjoying those sacred blessings and privileges as free citizens
| before we are to enter the armed forces?
The malignant growth that is cancer, unseen and unfelt at first,
oan if it remains ugchecked long enough ruin and destro; ths lives of i

men, end in a larger sense nations too. The violont_propaganda of race

- hatred and race baiting now being so glibly expounded by these self=
styled super patriotsen warp and poison the minds of the unififormed and
unthinking.

This nation was founded and prapered on the conception that this
nation was the haven of those peoples unjustly persecuted and that they
would all enjoy the blessing of liberty end freedom, wgé;it not? I wonder
what the avera;o American citizens know about our pobuliar and unprecedented

& predicament ? ‘
%;' i Give us a fair hearing before you judge those of us who suffered them=
: Tg.igilevea to be placed behind bars, Bars which we feared wald meke us social

u g -
5 outeasts in our communities on the west cnast are now serving us eas the

more



means by which are fighting to obtain our Constitutional rfgkts.

Again I_say, getting rejected or evading the draft, those eare.
not issues &t hand. There is among us who has stomach ulcers h; hes
haed them for five yeears and been on & dostors diet end prescription ;nd
is consequently suffering from the jail menus. We are fighting to re-
store the rights and dignity of citizenship that is properly due a
‘citizen regafdleas of his race or color.

Sorry I've rambled at will. Frenk, I was wondering if you have
forgétten Patriek Henry's 'Give me liberty or give me death' speach.
Good thing ycu didn?t think of it while you were in the guardhous ceause
you might have taken‘it literally and walked out and shot by the Kilitery
police on duty. I guess the moral of the barbed wire fenoes and guard=
house, thé M. P, and your stroll is that you are not a free man., In short,
youtll be a free man-~but dead.

Please tell all our friends thet we are 2ll wkll and in high spirits,
Give them all our best regards, '

Stick with your good work end do it to the best of your ébility;
$16 e mont pay should not ve what you are working for. ‘satisfaction §omea
from the knowledge thet you have given your best to your worke

‘ i Siﬁcereiy,

George Ishikawa
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Frank Emi
9-21-B

Heart Mountain
Wyoming

May 18, 1944

Mre Clifford Forster

American Civil Liberties Union
170 Fifth Avenue

New York City, N« Y.

Dear Mre Forster,

I have enclosed a copy of our latest communication
from Mr. Menin. This is his agreement for defending the
whole group of sixty three boys now awaiting trial.

After receiving this letter we had a telephone
conversetion on May 16 with Mr. Menin whereby he agreed
to the proposition that we send him $500 now and the
balance of the $500 just before the triales He did not
want to go ahead with the case until he got thate The
Wyoming attorney with whom he has towork turned out to
be Judge Watts as he has stated in his letter. He said
he could not get Mr. Walten of Cheyenne.

Thus far we have paid Mr. Menin $500 retainer fee,
$250 expense money, and $600 advance on his fees as
originally agreed upon., He wants $1000 more for the whole
group for the trial in the U. S. District Courte The
total cost will be, it seems at present, $2350 plus
Judge Watts! fees which will be a minimum of $250 and
probably mores

We believe the fees are too much, especially
since itis to be a joint trial without a Jurye
Mr Menin waived a Jury trial. Since there is no other
oourse open but to let him finish the case, we have
wired him the $500 as half payment on the additional
$1000. A= we did not wire him the $250 for Judge Watts
right away, he collected it from the boys in jaile Dur-
ing the telephons conversation with him he agreed to our
réquest that no adveance be made above the minimum fee
of $250 to Judge Watts and that if the trial exceeds five
days, we would pey Watts every day the trial lasts over
the five days.



-

Also during our phone conversation he stated that the
trial wes set for June 12 instead of May 22nde

Could you inform me whether a retainer fee is usually
applied towards the fees or note In our case there was no
definite agreement at the timee

As to the appeal, he is not certain whether it can
be appealed or note Would it be possible for him to file
notices of appeal if the defendents desire it regardless of
whether he thinks it is justified or not? In your opinion,
what do you think are the possibilities of appealing this
case. We feel that it is necessary to appeal in order to
present thelir reasons and grounds for their stand. Whether
they will win or lose the oase is not as important as getting
their side of the story into the record for the future. If
they can win, of course, 80 much the better. At least they
will leave a record that they believe in their citizenship
rights and value it enough to fight for it against such un-
Jjust actse.

As we kind of lost faith in Mre Menin because he does
not seem to have our best interests at heart and we do not
intend to have him handle the appeal case for us, is there any
possibility that the American Civil Liberties Union would
appeal the case. We do not have very much funds left to re-
tain another attorney like Mr. Menin. If the ACLU will take
this appeal case, we will do our utmost to pay the costse I
am sure that we can raise some more money in the event of
an appeale We sincerely hope that you will be able to handle
it for use

In oase of an appeal, would it be possible for the
whole group to be joined in one appeal or would it be appealed
separately? Would that one appeal act as a test case for the
rest3 Approximately how much would it cost for the appeals
including fee, printing costs etol About how long would it
take ?

Please let me know as soon as you can regarding this
appeal case and the cther queries contained in this lettere.

Very sincerely yours,

Ty

Frank Emi



AU L D PENIN

Counselor st Law
Trnset M Creprer. Puilcing
Penver, Coloracd

Xeystone 7509

May 12, 194¢

2 ohrthur Bry

14-Z3-F :

Pursuznt to ry conversactions with Finoru Taresa and
others when I was in Heart Mountain r=czntly, you Mlll

please be inforr2d th=t I ar abtle to obtain %He s2rvices
of Judgé Clyce . VWatts of Cheyenne, ¥yorning, who will
arpear with re as cc “n"ﬁl *n the *rials of the vzrious
boys of Jarsnzse or 51 hen they core ur 2during the

xr - J -

¥
v

1 ;|
wezk of Vay 22. His fees xlll bz %#50.00 & doy, with
rininur: fee of not 1= than 150,00,

As you r=call, my srrangerent with you was 7100.00
for each defendant to be tried and I have received th2 sum
of #600.00 towards that fee, it then being the understanding
that there would be arrroxirately %t elve defendants to be
tried. However, it arpears now that there will be in

the neighborhood of som~ fifty or sirty d=fendants to be
tried and under those circurstznces I, of course, arre-
ciate th"t 2100.N0 for each dafendant vould be rrohibitive,.
Therefore, I shall be glad to handle the trials of zll of the
cases involving boys from Heart Mountain for an acdditional
sur of #1,200.00. Thus be AL you will send ne this anount

for ry fees and a'rroximately #500.02 for Judge “atts, of
which sur I shall pay him #252.00 plus %50.00 for each
day the trials will go beyond five days. 1If . the trials
do not exeed ten days, I shall return the difference betwecn
the extra #250.00 and the amount I will pay Judge Vatitis.
Also, if Judge Watts' fee should é&xceed the othsar #250.N0,
I believe I will hsve sone roney on hznd frerm the ex:2nse
r-ney th:-t was previously sent ne, which I will be able %o
use to rey Judge Vatts. Ther= ore, I suggestthat you send
ne at your very ear est,c.nvenience th2 sum of $1500.00
to cover these fees and7this arount will cover the trials
in the District Court. If.. after those trials-are had,
Judge Watts and I feel thzt a situation exists that will
justlfy taklng apprals, we v111 then notify you and zlso

Ll |
inforn you vhat our fees will be for Th= a‘peals,
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C
as it is necess
thes=2 trials 2
it will be onl¥ o
letter, 2as to the

Page 2 - Mr. Arthur Eri fromr Mr. Samu=l D. Menin

lay in getting thet2 f=es to us,
=t d2finite arrangerents b2 rad:> for
S

wazk from th2 time that you rscaiv: this

ate of th= trials.

Trusting to hear fror you without <d=21ny, I ax,

8n./rk

~2

Sincarely yours,

Sanu=l 0. kefnin



b S ‘ ' Kiyoshi Okemoto

HEE o e . 22-8-R
- = Heart lMountain Center
Wyoming.
SR e Merch 28th, I944
Mr RogerN.Baldwin .
Director...A.C.L.U 2 Ff :
PR 8 T

I70-5th Avenue R A D

New York City, N.Y,.

Dear Mr. Baldwin,

Twelve members of the "Feir Play Committee" were given a
hearing vefore U.S. Commissioner M.S.Reynolds in Cody yesterday
(Monday, Mareh 27th, I944.) The chaerge is uncertain yet...probably
evasion of the draft or refusal to go to their physical examination. _

The bond wes set at § 2,000.00 each.( The v\ 7 e toadeon ¢ b

Yhatever the charges may be, the roint at issue witg these
twelve men &are sgs follows...They refused to g0 to the physical
exemination beceuse it would recognize Army jurisdiction over
suspended Citizens in concentration camps; :
They desire a clarification of their Citizenship status & rights.
before committing themselves one way or the other.

They contend the selective service law does not avply TO them
because of the uncertainity of their status.

They contend the Constitution and the Bill of Rights have
been infringed upon because of the absence of the due process
of law in their evacuation, concentration and detention etec.

They claim these errors end infringements have not been
rectified.

They celim the Presidents proclemetion with due process of
lew hewenmene terminated the obligations of a Citizens portion
of the agreement in loyalty and allegiance.

As such, they contend the Government should have mede settle-
ment and proposals before any act to induct ther into the Army.

In such wise, they contend the Army possess no Jurisdiction
over them until after the Constitution and the Bill of Rights have
been strengthened aganst eny fiture desecration;declaration of
their proper plece as Citizens of this Nation by either Judicial
pronouncement or Congressionel act.

They contend that their loyalty and allegiance is first gue
to the Constitution angd the Bill of Rights before any other con- -
Siderations...especially since the President has not been able to :
Justify the cause of this War. Mpreover, they are defying the
Secretary of Wars order of induction because they believe such
cemplience will strengthen the tendeney towards dictatorship and
tyrrany to finelly undermine the prineiples and ideals contained
in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.



Without a challenge at this time to the un-Constitutional acts
of the evacuation, pauperization, abduction, concentration and the

detention, these twelve men believe DEMOCRACY will sopn g0 to t
1%’ will establish a precedent for others t0 conside% the -

0 .
In%truments of our ﬁovernment as scraps of paper. There will be no
security for any Minority aganst persecution, plunder or injustic

Moreover, these people believe the intensity of the drive
carried on by our WRA Administration is of deeper and sinister
gignificance than appears on the surface.

They contend the pressure group on the Pacific Coast is
bringing pressure of Mr. Stimson to draft as many Nissei as possib
to eliminate any future Nissei problem after the War. The War
Secretary indirectly may have influenced the WRA inasmuch as our
Mr. Robertson is said to have gade a hurried trip to Cheyenne
the day after his return from Washington. The objective is to
change the @®place of examination from Cheyenne 1o Denver. The
former place rejected practically all. Denver is more strict. This
leniency is objectionable to Robertson. He claimrs that the
remaining Nisseis did not take adventage of the leave cleararncse

i to relocate on 9 25,00 pauper's allowance. Thereby, to rid of them,
e he desires to have the remainder inducted into the Army. You may
recall that Mr. Stimson is an ancient agitator aganst Orientals ?

As chairmen of this "Fair Play Committee” I am wondering if
you can see something worthy of action to protect Civil Liberties
and insure the sanctity of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights
iy 7He stavg 7%ese welve rfen are 7¥Kirvg

moto.

Very sincerely
airman...fair Play
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Committee
22-8-3
« Heart Mountain Camp.
. A P Wyoming.
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AMERICAN CiviL LiBERTIES UNION
170-FIFTH AVENUE
New York 10, N. Y.
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December 11, 1944

Mr, A.L., ¥Wirin
257 South Spring Street
Los Angeles, Glifornia
Dear Al:

Someone hss informed me that Mr. Kiyoshl Okamoto,
a former tenant at Hart Mountain, leter at Tule Lake,
was "tried for disloyalty and found guilty" and has been
sent to a federal penitentiary. I understand that you
were eminent counsel for the defense.

What's this gll about? It does not meke much sense
to me one wgy or the other.

Very sincerely yours,

Clifford Forster
Staff Counsel

CF Jg

R —



LAW OFFICES k
A. L. WIRIN AND J. B. TIETZ

257 SQUTH SPRING ST.
LOsS ANGELES 12
MIcHIGAN 9708

December 18, 1944 ol

Mr. Clifford Forster
A. C. L. -

170 - FPifth Avenue
New York 10, N, Y.

Replying to your letter of December 1llth, I am the
"#minent attorney™ responsible Tor the conviction of
Okamoto and six others. They were indicted for con-
spiracy to violate the draft law. I represented them
as private counsel.,

The convictions are being appealléd to the Tenth Circuit
Court of Appeals. Both the trial judge and Court of
appeals denied bail on appeal.

Sincerely yours,

CA

ATVisdm e T Hiirtyy
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