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Initial Occurrence of the Incident

An unknown party assaulted Fred Tayama of <£8-11-3 between
7:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m., December 5, 194dc,.

10:00 P.M,
Mr. H. Ueno was arrested as a suspect and taken to the

Independence jail by Campbell after being juestioned at the
Manzanar Internal Police Station.

The Incident of December 6, 194c<




December 6, 194%

1:50 P M.

Thiousands of residents of Manzanar gathered in front
of No. <& mess hall's fire break and decided to negotiate
with the administration officials concerning the release
of Mr., H. Ueno.

The Negotiation Committee representatives selected
by the people of Manzanar are as follows:

Mr. Joe Kurihara c7-14-4
Mr. Genji Yamaguchi 13-1-&
Mr., Shigetoshi Tateishi <o-11-2
Mr. Sokichi Hashimoto 19-4-3

Mr., Raymond Hirai e-0-4
Mr. Kazuo Suzukawa 8-5-4
Mr. Tom Nakagawa 22-10-4
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: Soldiers were seen when the multitude was walking
down to the Administration area.

The representatives met with Mr, Merritt in front of
the Administration Building and began the negotiaticn.
In the meantime, Mr. Campbell called out the militery poiice
who had bayonets and machine guns. There were zbout 60 M, P.
lined up along the front of the Administraticn Building and
the side and back of the Police Staticn. Enforcements arrived
immediately and confronted the crowd.

The Negotiaticn Committee and the administraticn offi-
cials reached an agreement to bring Mr. Ueno into the Manza-
nar Police Station's custody. The Negotiaticn Committee
agreed to meet ezgain a2t 6:0C p.m. at the Police Station.

The people of Manzan=r approved to meet again at the << fire
break at 6:00 p.m. for consultation concerning this incident
and the committeet's report about his release., Tihen the
military police and the crowd disbanded,

4:00 P M.

Mr. Ueno was brought back to 'anzanar from Tndepencence
escorted by Chief of Police Gilkey at 4:20 »n.m, At that
time, Mr. Campbell was s2en to be looking from arourd the
corner of Rldg. 4 in Rlock 1 at the return of Mr. Ueno.



P e

Necember 6, 124%
(continued)

5:00 P.M.

The people of Manzanar gathered at i fire break and

decided to go to the hospital and the Police Station.

Half of the multitude went to the hospital and the other
half went to the Police Station. The crowd at the Police
Station was waiting for the return of Mr. Ueno and the
appearance of the Negotiation Committee, who were in the
Police Station waiting to confer with dr. Merritt. They
waited until 9:00 p.m. at which time Mr. Merritt arrived
at the Police Station from Lone Pine.

9:00 P M,

Before the Project Director arrived, either Mr. Kurihara
or Mr. Yamaguchi warned Captain Hall, "If you don't release
Mr, Ueno now, even for temporarlly, I am afrzid that some-
thing might happen." Replied by Captain Hall, "If anytiing
should happen, I'1ll take the full rebvon51b111tj.

9:20 P M,

The multitude of approximately 4,000 was gathered at
the side of the Police Station Nditln?. Then sudienly tear
gas was thrown at the crowd by the military volice. The
people were startled and started to run to safety, and it
was then that several successive shots were fired at then.

Personal Report by Frank Fukuda of 14-7-1
I make a statement az follows:
At approximately 9:20 p.m. Captain Hall ordered the ™1,
to shoot tear gas and reminded each one "Rememker ?oxxlﬁ:rbo

The Y, P, wore their mesk and made ready. "Shoot" order were
given by Captain Hall.



December 6, 1242
(continued)

9:30 P.M,

Eleven casualties were sent to the hospital for medical
treatment. Mr. James H. Ito, 17 years of age, of 4-1-2 died %X&yX
as soon as he reached the hospital from a gun shot wound of
the heart and abdomen. The casualties are listed as follows:

1, Harry Mukada 2~+13~3 Gun shot wound =€¥8%
2. Frank Takahashi 21-4-2 Gun shot wound =¥&%
3. Jingo Nakamura 33-4-2 Gun shot wound ¥-e

4, Henry Ichiro Inouye 19-1-4 Gun shot wound = #@l%F
5. Kenjiro Nagamine 23-14-1 Gun shot wound §-¢
6. Yoshio Yoshihiro 20-9-2 Tear Gas ~ 9%
7. George Kano 4-1-3 Gun shot wound :%@iﬂ%
8. Charles Sakihara 27-8-3 Gun shot wound = %8
9, Tom Hatanaka 27-8-1 Gun shot wound —¢&%
10. Jim Kanagawa 19-4-5 Gun shot wound :22233?

Martial law was declared by the Commanding Officer,
Captain Hall, right after the shooting.

10:00 P.M.

Captain Hall came in and was asked by Mr. Yameaguchi,
"What are you going to do with these casualties?" Captain
Hall walked out without say ing anything.

Detained Committee by Army. Night of December 6, 194%.

Mr, Joe Xurihara 27-14-4
Mr. Genji Yamaguchi 13-1-2
Mr. Shigetoshi Tateishi 23-11-2
Mr. Sokichi Hashimoto 19-4-4

Mr. Raymond Hirai c-2-4
Mr. Tom Nakagawa ee-10-4
Mr. Kazuo Suzukawa 3-5-4

Suspect detained by Army.

Mr. Harry Ueno Re=3-4



December 6, 194&
(continued)

il P.X.: .

The people disbanded and later met at No. 10 mess hall
to discuss again what should be done about everything thet
had occurred up to that time. Also, each block manager
called a special block meeting.

An unknown party assaulted Fred Tayama on December 5, 134«c,
approximately at the time of 7:40 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The
Manzanar Police Department arrested several suspects but all
were released that day excluding Mr. Harry Uyeno. The suspect
was taken to Independence upon custody. It is presumed by
the people that Mr. Campbell's action as to sending Mr. Harry
Uyeno to Independence was obviously to satisfy his personal
rasentment toward Mr. Harry Uyeno.

Knowing the above reasons the Manzanarians complained
and demanded an immediate release of Mr. H. Uyeno. The
people had selected five representatives as their Negotiation
committee to ask for the release of the suspect. The
representatives supported by the crowds had gathered in
front of the Administration and also the Pclice Station at
approximately 2:00 p.m., demanding for the release of Mr. H.
Uyeno. The crowd had followed for fear that the representatives
may be held for being the leaders. The representatives had
negotiated with the Administration and also the Police
Station, stating that they had no authority to send any
resident of Manzanar to any outside location. It was demanded
by the Administration Office to disband the crowd with the
understanding that the suspect will be returned to camp
within an hour., The Manzanarians wanting to know the
results had gathered in front of Xitchen 2 that evening.
Kuowing that the suspect was in:ocent, it was their inten-
tion to have Mr. H. Uyeno released immediately., Once again
the crowd assembled in front of the Police Station with five
representatives, doing the negotiation withiin the Police
Station. Approximately 9:20 p.m. the ¥, P, 22<nd Escort
Company soldiers threw tear gases to disband the crowd
and at the same time had shot the veople while they were
running to their safety. There was no intention witnin the
crowd of ever overtaking the armed force.

There were eleven casualties at that time, in which
one had died while being taken to the hospital. On the 1ith
date of December another had died from a gun shot wound in
his abdomen,



December 7, 1942

8:30 A.M.

People of Manzanar gathered at No. 22 Mess Hall for discussion
of the situation. Selected three representatives from each block,
Discussion is continued by the 105 representatives. At that
time six negotiation committee are selected by the 105 block
representatives,

Names are as follows:

Mr. Tom Qzamoto ©wbd-1c-3
Mr. Bill Tanabe 1-11-1
Mr. Harry Ikkanda 16-13-1
Mr. George Murakami 34-9-1
Mr. Masunaga 1o-6-5
Mr. Ogura 1-11-1

Manzanar was placed under martial law by Cavtain Hall (3<<nd
M. P. Escort Co.) A bulletin was issued by Col. Mueller which was
posted at each mess hall in both English and Japanese.

Bulletin as follows:

FEE S HERREEURESEHE N0 1 L 0 @3 HEEHEREHNEH0HONHEEOREEEENE

puring the Period of the Present emergency the controlling
puthority is the Military, and their orders must be obeyed. The
Center, so far as is practicable, will operate in the usual way.
Mess Halls, schools and administrative offices will be open as
usual. :

Mail will not be sent out nor will incoming mail be distri-
buted. ©No incoming or outgoing telegraph or telephone messages
wiil be allowed. People will not be permitted to leave the center,
nor will outsiders be permitted to enter without authority from
the Military. No group will be permitted to congregate without
proper authority from the military.

Colonel Mueller,
Commanding

7:00 PM.:

Mr. H. Tsuji was arrested and taken to the Lone Pine Jjail.



A JOINT ACCOUNT BY THE FOLLOWING WITNESSES
(Kurokawa, Suenobu, Okamuro, and 0da)
police Officers of the Manzanar Police Station,

Ae conversation between Captain Hall and the Representatives,
Kurihara:

nAre you going to release Ueno this evening? We want you
to release him because the crowd is excited. To avoid possible
violence we wish you could release Ueno temporariiy."

Captain Hall:

nIf anything should happen, I'll be respcnsible for it.
Absolutely no release."

Be The scene right after the shooting occurred, the four repre-
sentatives carried a wounded lying on the ground into the police
building. Asked the army doctor for examination, The earmy doc-
tor orders the M. P. to call the ambulance. The answer from the
hospital is that there is no ambulapce available at that time,
Then Captain Hall is asked‘®to let the army ambulance carry the
wounded. This is granted. But for some reason the scvldiers are
not willing to go and the patient requests to be taken to the
hospital. (The wounded is bleeding badly and fears that his

life is in danger.) A half a ton truck comes from the motor

pool with a Japanese driver.

A short while before the truck arrives, Genji Yamaguchi is
saying to Captain Hall as follows:

m7e have been telling you that this kind of accident might
happen., What can you do about this now? You made a big mistake,
Don't you think you are responsible for all this?"

Captain Hall leaves withcut a word.

December 12, 124%

The scene of the arrest of Mr. UenoAand his opinion as
testified by Mr. K. Higashi, Police Chief,

) Mr. Campbell arrested Mr. Ueno and sent him to Independence
by his own decisicn without consulting with the police chief,

Mr. K. Higashi believes he had a privilege as the police
chief to have been consulted on this matter. He feels hiis pri-
vilege was disregarded.

Le Mr. Campbell had frequently interfered with the worxs of
the police department und disregarded its decision; the police
department and its staffs did not like 1it. :

By K. Higashi B. Bayashi
T. Hatanaka ¥, Tanzka
R. Yokome W, Makihara

K. Tsuji



A JOINT ACCOUNT BY THE FOLLOWING WITNEISSES
(Kurokawa, Suenobu, Okamuro, and Oda)
Police Officers of the Manzanar Police Station,

b 3 conversation between Cantain Hall and the Representatives,
Kurihara:

mAre you going to release Ueno this evening? We want you
to release him because the crowd is excited. To avoid possible
violence we wish you could release Ueno temporariiy."

Captain Hall:

nIf anything should happen, I'll be respcnsible for it.
Absolutely no release.”

£+ The scene right after the shooting occurred, the four repre-
sentatives carried a wounded lying on the ground into the police
building. Asked the army doctor for examination., The army doc-
tor orders the M. P. to call the ambulance. The answer from the
hospital is that there is no ambulapce available at that time.
Then Captain Hall is asked‘'to let the army ambulance carry the
wounded. This is granted. But for some reason the scldiers are
ot willing to go and the patient requests to be taken to the
hospital. (The wounded is bleeding badly and fears that his
life is in danger.) A half a ton truck comes from the motoer
pool with a Japanese driver.

A short while before the truck arrives, Genji Yamaguchi is
saying to Captain Hall as follows:

m7e have been telling ycu that this kind of accident might
happen., What can you do about this now? You made a big mistake,
Dont't you think you are responsible for all this?"

captain Hall leaves withcut a word.

_._._._._._.—_———_—_—_...__.__._.._______._—___.__._._._.___.._._____.-_._.____._-___....__.__.._

December 15, 124Z

The scene of the arrest of Mr. Ueno'and his opinion as
testified by Mr. K. Higashi, Police Chief, 5

- 3 Mr. Campbell arrested Mr. Ueno and sent him to Independence
by his own decisicn without consulting with the police chief,

Mr. K. Higashi believes he had a privilege as the police
chief to have been consulted on this matter. He feels his nri-
vilege was disregarded.

e Mr. Campbell had frequently interfered with the works of
the police department und disregarded its decision; the police
department and its staffs did 1ot like it. 2

By K. Higashi B. Bayashi
T. Hatanaka ¥, Tanska
R. Yokome ¥, Makihara

X. Tsula



December 8, 1942
Afternoon:

Mr. Zenkichi Kudo of 4-13-3 hospitalized as a pneumonia
case that effected by the tear gas night of December 6, 194k,

December 3, 194<

Mr. Tsuji was released and came home.

Up to date.

Suspects, arrested by the M. P. and list under protective

custody.
Names are as follows:

Detained for guestioning

Fred Ogura 1-11-1 Ernest K. Wakeayama &6-7-3
Ted Akahoshi 5-10-1 K. Arataka <8-4-3
Tamotsu Koono 17-7-4 Kurosumi 11-5-1

Protective Custody

Tad Uyeno & Family 12-7-2 Slocum & family <4-39-4

Koto Tanaka & family 13-15-4 Fred Tayama & family 28-11-8
George Hayakawa 14-6-3 Tom Yamasaki & family S2-6-9S
Jack Shimazu 14-6-3 George Kurata 36-11-8
Fukuzawa & family 17-10-1 Chiye Mori 3&3-11-3

Tom Imai 19-14 : Togo Tanaka & family &6-1:-1
Satoru Kamikawa 20-6-4 Morioka & family :

Joe Masaoka & femily <5-4-4 Yamanaka & family

Otsuji 35-35-% Thomas Tayama & family

Harry Tayama & family 15-10-1 John Sonoda 2-1i-1

Deccmber 10, 1942

Ben Kishi of 33-2-3 was taken into custody by the Army.



December 11, 1942

Mr. Jim Kanagawa of 19-4-5 died at 8:00 a.m. at the Manzanar
Hospital of a gunshot wound in the stomach and chest and a
perforated vixcus.

The following were tzken into protective custody and detained
for questioning: :

protective custody

Joe Blamey e=-11-1
Mrs. Karl Ycneda

& son 4-i2-2
Minji Tanaka - =4

Takamura & family 3e-2-4

Detained for questioning

Bill Koga 9-14-1
Bill Tanabe 2=5=3
Fujisawa 15-6-1
Iguchi 1-1=2-1
Yoshiro Kaku 6-T7-1
Bob Matsuda 2=10-3
Kiyoji Nakamura Oe=-14-4

December 12, 194

moshio Akashi of 23-10-4 was arrested by the military police.



sunday, December 15, 1942

TO THE PEOPLE OF MANZANAR

It is my desire that you know the facts concerning last Sunday's
events.

Wwhen I met with the committee led by Mr. Joe Kurihara shortly after
noon, I agreed to bring Harry Ueno back from Independence to the
Manzanar jail where he would await trial. The committee promised
that the following conditions would be observed:

1. The committee guaranteed there would be no more mobs or mass
meetings.

©. The committee guaranteed there would be no attempt later to
free Mr. Ueno from the Manzanar jail.

3. The committee guaranteed that there would be no attempted
meetings of any sort until the Center had gone back to normal
conditions.

4, The committee agreed to help maintain law and order within the
center, and in line with this would work with the police to
deliver the men who beat Tayama.

THESE CONDITIONS WERE AGREED TO BY THE COMIITTEL

I KEPT MY WORD AND BROUGHT UENO BACK THAT AFTERNCON

THE COM'ITTEZ VIOLATED ITS WORK BY CALLING THE MASS MESTING AT
6:00 O0'CLOCK TO URGE ONE GROUP TO GO TO THE HOSFITAL AND THE OTHER
GROUP TO BREAK INTQ THE JAIL

Law and order must be preserved in any community at any cost, If
it cannot be preserved through the police it must be preserved
through the military.

Wwhen those who said that they represented the people of Manzanar
broke their word and resorted to mob violence, there was but one
thing to do, and that was to turn over all authority to the military.
I did this as a last resort to protect life and property from the
rule of mobs,

These is no martial law.

The military are remaining with us as police to meintain
law and order.

gince this is a true statement of the facts I have nothing further
to say until the people of Manzanar chcose to speak through
responsible representatives.

Signed by Ralph P, Merritt
Director




December 14, 1942

Minutes of the meeting held in Mess Hall 16, December 14, 194z

Chairman: Mr. John Aono
Secretary: Mr. Frank Yasuda
Members of the committee: Mr., Tkkanda Mr., Murakami
Mr. Masunaka Mr. Ozamoto

Present were Mr, Merritt, project director, Mr. Bob Brown,
acting assistant project director, Father Leo Steinbeck and
Mr. McLaughlin, The last two persons were present because of
their knowledge of the Japanese language.

Roll call of those present was made by the secretary.

The meeting was opened by the chairman stating the fact that
representatives of the respective blocks were present. (The
block leader and two representatives from each block) Then
he introduced Mr, Merritt. '

Mr. Merritt introduced Mr. Bob Brown, Father Lec Steinbeck
and Mr. McLaughlin, mentioning the fact that the last two
persons were present because of their knowledge of the
Japanese language. ;

Following are the highlights of My. Merritt's address:

"T want to come to you today in a spirit of kindness......

that what I have in mind is the restoratiocn of peace and order
in Manzanar.....that nothing is so important that women and
children have to suffer, The most serious difficulty comes
from lack of mutual understanding. Military requires certain
rules and regulations which we have to follow, You have
permission to hold this meeting from 1:30 to £:30 today. I

am not here for the purpose of argument., I am here solely for
the purpose of helping you create the kind of a community in
whom you have the fullest confidence. Committees hav: come

to me from time to time saying that they ars the representatives
of the people of Manzanar. Therefore I desire at this time to
present to you a method of creating a committee representative
of the people of Manzanar, for the purpose of trying to clear
this issue. Notices were nosted vesterday in each of the kit-
chens, facts which lead to the present crises. (He read the
notice)eeee...I wWill not be moved one part of one inch by

any threat....or any demands which are unreasonable,...but

will go a long way in any steo to advance the mutual feeling

of good will,........" Then he said that the committes should be
no larger than seven that is representative of all the people
of Manzanar. The best way to handle this matter is to write
the minutes of this meeting, the names of the committee elected
and the powers given to the committee and resolutions adopted.
He also stated that breaking open of the warehouses or any
overnment property will not be tolerated. He ended by asking
or tThe cooperation of the peovle of Manzanar for a speedy



Minutes of the meeting held in Mess Hall 16, December 14, 134k
(continued)

return to normal living.

The chairman opened the discussion on whether a vote of
confidence should be granted to the present committee or
a new committee be selected from among those present.
Mr. Murakami of block 4 asked whether the two persons
who were detained will be allowed to come back into this
community.

Mr. Nakashima block 35: -As Mr. Murakami stated it is
important to have these detained persons released to work in
the original committee. We should also ask that the original
comnittee headed by Mr. Kurihara be released to act as

our negotiating committee,.

The Chairman: Our present committee has conveyed this im-
pression to the proper persons but as this committee was not
officially recognized, there has yet been no reply.

Mr. Nakashima block 35: The original committee should be
released so that we may consult with them.

The Chairman: May I call on Mr, Ozamoto to explain the
conversations he had with Mr, Merritt up to the present
moment.

Mr, Ozamoto: We first called on Captain Hall and Mr. Merritt
about the release of the seven persons and for a reqguest

to have the Spanish Consul come to Manzanar. ¥e have also
told them about the fundamentzl principles and causes of this
incident. Other minor matters were discussed such as guards
in front of the boiler rcom in the hospital, guards by the
food warehouses, blankets and clothing for the detained, etec.
Last Saturday we talked to Mr. Merritt for an immediate
solution of this incident. It was only last night that we
found out that there was no martizl law in effect and that
this camp was again under the WRA rule. Aunother thing we
talked about was whether this committee was the representative
of Manzanar or the representative of bad elements of this
camp. Therefore we requested to have this meeting. e hud
expected to ask Mr. Merritt to allow us, through his office,
to contact the Spanish Consul and a telegrem was written for
that purpose. (He read the telegram addressed to the Spanish
Consul in Washington asking for his presence here to help settle
this matter.) Dr. Anderson residing in Block 35 was very
interested in this matter and is wiiling to help the ueocple
of Manzanar but I think it is best to work out our problens
ourselves first,



Mr. Miyota Block 28: Can you guarantee to have the original
committee here at the hearing?

Mr. Ozamoto: This is not a matter of the detained persons.
our aim and purpose is of far more importance than that of
release of the persons detained. Mr. Kurihara stated to one
of his friends before he left here that his release was not

so important and to take all the time so that this matter will
be settled satisfactorily once and for all.

Chairman: How does this body feel about adcing additional
members to the committee or shall we just leave the committee
as it is?

Mr. Matsumoto Block 26: It is my motion to leave it up to
the present committee to decide and alsc leave the entire
matter in their hands., We should express the fullest con-
fidence in this committee and give them absolute powers,
_The second part of my motion is that we should have an ad-
visory board to which this committee may turn to for counsel
and advice,

Mr. Sato Block 32: It is my idea that we should have a larger
rnumber in this present committee. I want this body to
approve for an addition to the committee.

Mr. Nakamura Block 2: Let us leave it up to the present
committee,. :

Mr. Muro Block 1l: If there is any addition to this committee
I should like to recommend Mr. Anzai.

The Chairman asked for the vote on Mr., Matsumoto's motion
whether to give full powers to the present committee to
negotiate for the people of Manzanar. The body approved,
by hand vote with the exception of two.

Chairman: What is the opinion of forming an advisory board
as suggested by Mr, Matsumoto?

Mr. Ozone Block 17: I am in wholehearted agreement witl: the
first part of the motion but as to the second part sbout the
advisory board I think it best to leave that up to the
present committee,

to .
Mr. Matsumoto: I wish draw my motion about the advisory boavd.

Chairman: I want this group here to come to all the meetings
we may have in the future. I do not want to see any change
of faces at every meeting. (all were in favor of this)



The Chairman called on Mr. Masunaka to speak on what he
thought of this resolution made by the body.

Mr. Masunaka Block 19: As a member of the negotiating
committee I want to thank you for the vote of confidence
upon us and we hope to be able to live up to jour present
expectations to do as you wish us to do. If I may have
your cooperation in this in that anybody we may ca.l upon
will willingly act as a committee (Sub-committee) for us.

The mecting was adjourned ten minutes to three.
Chairman of the meeting: Mr. John Aono
Members of the Committee:

Mr. Ozamoto Block 24

Mr. Masunaka Block 19.

Mr. Murakami Block 34
Mr, Ikkanda Block 16
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