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Mr. Dillon S. Myer, Director
. War Relocation Ant.hority
“--Washington, D. C. ff g o

3 7_5.._,':Deaer Myer

' For your 1nformation I am enclosing a copy of P S e
a special bulletin circulated by this office - A B Y
among the motion picture writers, producers :
and directors of Hollywood. This is in accor-.
dance with your request. : =

Cord.ial]y yours, _
ﬂ BV #_ M

 Warren H. Pierce ;
Chief, ‘Washington Liaison Section
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Office of War Information : S Ao T AT R
Bureau of Mcticn Pictures : 3

. SPECIAL BULIETIN

: _'  The Wer"Relocation Authority has requested.thie’

ofﬁce to advise th.e motion plcture industry to exercise

e extreme discretion in the treatment of Japanese-Americans S

" on the screen, ' :

- The War Relocation Authority states, "It is in-

evit.able that in dealing with our enemies in Japan the motion

plcture producers writers, and dlrectors w1ll present them
in an unfavorable light. With th];S no one can take issue.

However, in enthusiasm for nainting the despicable nature of

the enemy sbroad, it sometimes happens'that American citizens

£
whose ancestry traces back to Japan are presented as being dis-

loyal to the Unlted States. There are in the United States some . .
85,000 American c1t1zens of Japanese ancestry. Most of them» .'
have demonstrated. in many diff erent ways their loyalty to this
nation, to our government, and to the cause for which we are
fighting. Those whose disloyalty has been established have been
apprehended i)y the appropriate authorities. ’I'he evacuation of
persons of Japanese ancestry from the Western states is not an :

indictment of the entire group as being disloyal, but rather an |
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admission that the government‘ found it impossible in a short

time to segregate the disloyal from the loyal Military officials
point ou.t that the concentrations near the West Coast of these
people who look like our Japanese enemies, enormously compl:.cated.
the defense of our Coastal areas; hence, in the interest of

natlonal safety, thqr were evacuated. They are quartered m

' relocation centers in the interior of the country until oppor-

: tum.tles can be found for the many persons among them who are .

loya.l to the Unlted. States to take their respectlve places in o
the natlonal war effort." :

The government's poli.cy toward the Japanese is smply
this: fair treatment now and a.fter the war.

The report to Congress of the Tolan Comxnittee em—
phas:.zes the :unportance of a clear understanding of the
situation. Says the report:

"The curtailment of the rights and privileges of

the American-born Japanese 01tizens of this country

" will furnish one of the gravest tests of democratic
1nstitutions in our»history». As with all previous
crises in the nation's history, the pfeservation

of llberties will d.epend upon the degree to which
clear vision is apphed. to momentary dJ.fflculties.

Reallsm must go hand in hand with a profound sense

of responsiblhty for the ma.lntenarce of our way of life."
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Motion pictures, wielding a larger influence today
than sver before on the attitudes and emotions of the American
people, can help bring abqut- a just solution to the problem of
the Japanese-Americans. These are the points to~ watch in pre-
senting Japanese-»Americans on the screen:

(1) Do not present them as martyrs. For the most :
part they recoguzed. the necessity of mass
evacua.tion and cooperated cheerfu.lly

(2) Do not over-emphas:.ze the disloyalty of the
few. g ‘

(3) 'Show ﬁhe evacuees as making t'he best of an

| unfqrtunat_e situation that grew out of military
necessity. 5

(4) Emphasize the responsibility of the American

_"'I;eople to» deal fairly with the Japanese-Americans
- now and after ihe war, so as to insure the
preservation - for all peoples - of the democratic

pjriiwiples for which we are fighting.

October 24, 1942
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