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ANTI-AXIS COMMITTEE
of the Southern District Council

PURPOSE:

We pledge the facilities of our entire organization and our individual
services to our government in this great crisis.

We pledge our unequivocal repudiation of Japan and bend our energies
to the common objective of an American victory and the defeat of the Axis
powers.

OBJECTIVE:

1. To cooperate with all national, state, and local government agen-
cies in their program in this emergency.

2. To coordinate the‘activities of all citizens and alien residents in
the successful prosecution of this war.

3. To secure National unity by fair treatment of loyal Americans.

PROGRAM:

1. To take charge of all press releases.

2. To send mimeographed programs to all government agencies and
nisei and alien residents organizations.

3. To inform and instruct nisei and resident aliens as to their course
of conduct as groups and as individuals and how they may serve for the
best interest of our government.

STATEMENT BY CHAIRMAN FRED TAYAMA

The United States is at war with the Axis. We shall do all in our
power to help wipe-out vicious totalitarian enemies. Every man is either
friend or foe. We shall investigate and turn over to authorities all who by
word or act consort with the enemies.

We must and will mobilize our maximum energies to facilitate Amer-
ica’s War Program.

We must not play into enemy hands.

Every loyal American must be permitted to render his services. The
enemy will try to sabotage our usefulness by inciting race hysteria. Let
us be vigilant.

The Die is cast. We face the issue with grim determination.

America we are ready!

A copy of this bulletin is being sent to the following: F.B.I., Naval
Intelligence Bureau, Army Intelligence Bureau, Office of the Governor,
Office of the Mayor, United States Attorney, District Attorney, Postmaster,
Sheriff’s Office, County Supervisors, Los Angeles City Council, American
Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Scns and Daughters of the Golden
West, Americanism Educational League, United States Special Agent.



Che Japanese American Creed

ﬂ A proud that I am an American citizen of Japanese ancestry,
for my very background makes me appreciate more fully the
wonderful advantages of this nation. I believe in her institutions,
ideals, and traditions; I glory in her heritage; I boast of her history;
I trust in her future. She has granted me liberties and opportunities
such as no individual enjoys in this world today. She has given me
an education befitting kings. She has entrusted me with the responsi-
bilities of the franchise. She has permitted me to build a home, to
earn a livelihood, to worship, think, speak, and act as I please—as a
free man equal to every other man.

Although some individuals may discriminate against me, I shall
never become bitter or lose faith, for I know that such persons are
not representative of the majority of the American people. Grue, I
shall do all in my power to discourage such practices, but I shall do
it in the American way: above-board, in the open, through courts of
law, by education, by proving myself to be worthy of equal treatment
and consideration. I am firm in my belief that American sports-
manship and attitude of fair play will judge citizenship and patriot-
ism on the basis of action and achievement, and not on the basis of
physical characteristics.

Because I believe in America, and I trust she believes in me, and
because I have received innumerable benefits from her, I pledge my-
self to do honor to her at all times and in all places: to support her
constitution; to obey her laws; to respect her flag; to defend her
against all enemies, foreign or domestic; to activels assume my duties
and obligations as a citizen, cheerfully and ‘without any reservations
whatsoever, in the hope that I may become a better American in a
greater America. — (Mike Masaoka

First read before the United Stotes Senate and printed in the Congressionai Record, Moy 9, 1941
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(NT1-.XIS COLITTEE HEETING
SOUTHERN DISTRICT CCUNCIL
JAPANESE +MERICAN CITIZENS LEARUE
DECEMBER 8, 1941
UNICN CHURCH

The meccting wus eallod to order by Chairman Fred Tayama at 8:15 pe.ms Tho
Aisscmbly tock pa rt in saluting thc Flog.

The Chapters present werc: B ay District, Gardenz, Orange County, Los
kngolcs, San Pedro, Long B caeh, San Gabricl, Santa saria, Ventura Ccunty, Veniec,

Pasadcna, and San Dicgo.

48 thc primary p urposc of thc mccting was to present the nevwly-formed anti-
Axis Committcc, the Chairman recad the follcwing:

PURPOSE

Yo pledge the fzcilitics of our cntirc erganization und our individuzl
scrviecs to our government in this great crisis,

Wo pledge our uncquiveecal rcpudiation of Japan and bend our cncrgics to the
common objoctive of an amcrican vietory and the defeat of the ixls powers.

OBJECTIVE

1. To cooperate with all national, stutc, and local government agoncios
in their program in this cmurgeney.

2.. To eoordinatc thc activitics of all citizens and clien residents in the
sucecssful prosccution of this wor.,

3. To sccurc Nctionml unity by fair trcatment of loyal amcricuns.

PROGR AM

l. To take chargc of all press rolcoscs,

2. To send mimcographed progrims to all govornment agcneivs and nisoi and
alicn residnct orgnnizations.

3. To inform and instruct nis.i -nd rosident clions as to their courso of
conduct as groups und s individuals cnd how thoy muy scrve for the best intcrosts
of our govornment.

EXECUTIVE BO.LRD kEBERS

The cheirman announced that the following rcmbers are scrving on the
Exccutive Boord: EKay Sugohora, Exceutive Scerctary, John sndo, Dr. Ishimaru,
Frank Ishdi, Goorge Inagzki, Ken Matsumoto, Masco Satow, Togo Tanmaksz, and
Fred Tayamz, Chrirman,

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Exocutive Scerctary, Kay Sugohara, stated that no sacrificc is too great
for this Committcc. Sincc the formation of this Committee Dcecember 7, today
soveral members visitcd Honorable Flotcher Bowron, Postmaster Mary D. Briggs, and
United Statos Attornoy Willizm Floot Palmer ot which time they werc troated with
utmost courtesy. 2

The Committce will kocp in touch with all the government authcritics, noti-
fying them of our progress. Members will visit the Board of Eduscticr and-Polieo
csking that the Nisci School Children be given fcoir troatment.

Notises will be sent to a1l Issci organizations notifying them of the
newly-croated Anti-saxis Committec. Its purposc, objoctive and program will also
be breadcastod over the radic and also correctly informing and advising Issci
and Nisei.

The Committec is csking that Nisoi do thoir part in voluntoering their
services in whatover way possible.

(Roports were ma de by the following Committcos):

LEGAL COMMITTZIE

is meny of the pcople are being pickcd up under cast cf suspicion,
Chairmen Frank Kito, asked thit if at any tire MNisci arc treated unjustly, tc
ccntact the Leaguo Cffice and tho Committeo will lcok into the matter.

/"
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. Dr. Ishimaru, Chuirmon, reportcd thot todoy the nowspoper prusses in Lil!
Tokio have bacn stoppgd due to the pruscnt crisis, ond wny trocsonadle cet will
be reportod to thc authoritics,

nembers of this Committec aro: Dr. T. 5. Ishimoru, Chairman, Eugene Gondo,
Teckuo Kuresake, and James Cda.

FIK.IICI. L 26w ITTZZ

chairra n, Scichi Nobe, chosc the fellowing to scrve or his Committee:
Harris Shioya, Robbin Kitncko, Dr. Ishiroru, nnd George Ineg-ki.

The fellewing memboers wer: appeinted to de responsiblc within their respee-
tive arcas:

Flower Market, Goorge Inageki; City Market, Ted Igesaki and Scichi Kobe;
7th xkt., Robbin Kancko, and Frank Kito; Dcwntovm, Dr, Ishimaru and Harris
Shioya; Retail Precduce, Bob Satc.

. drive will bc mnade for funds to carry on this Comrittec through means of
contributions, Lt. Commander Ringlo, cpprevcd cf Issci contributions, but hc was
very emphatic that 2ll doncstions be made individually and not through any orgu-
nization ond tho maximur cmount bc designotod,

Jomnuents mode fra— tho flecr:

Bob 3oto, exccutive scerot:ry of the Rotiil Produece Yorkors Union, Loezl
1510 { s FL) reported thut apprexirately §2% of its membership of 123C ars new
umemplcyed.,

Seichi Mebe, finnnecs cheirran roperted thot 2ll Qormission i.orehant Produce
houses have becn olos d by the Dept. of Trcasury, cnd unluss something is done to
reepen thsse places a very sorious food shertige will be felt throughout this aroe,

Dr. #ike Horii, rucomronded that the Comrittec go on record of buying
Defensc Bends os our faith in .roricc will depend upen cur Defense Bonds.,

ITTRIDUGCTIOY OF GUESTS

The follewing were introduced and suid o fow words;

Dr. George Cleascn mede a tow suggestions that wo got statements in the
papers that arec being madc tonight; help the FBI and other government zuthoritios;
go on rccord of joining in making a new Japan. Dr. 3lcason is thu Exccutive
Sceretary of Committee for Church cnd Community Coopcration.

ur. Karl Holton, Head of County Probcticn CUffice and Chairm:n, Publie

~Yelfare Scrtion of Bounty Dofense Council, stated thut it was thc unanimous vote

of the Council to cpen a chamnel whcreby the ilisci may go to confer with them and
it is their wish tc help in every way possiblc,

Mr. Geocrge Hjcltc, Superintendent of Pl:yzrcund Recrcation and Represen-
tative of liayer B cwren szid that cne way to shew your loyclty is to offer your
service by vcluntecring ot the Stote Guard, suxilizry Police and Fire Departmonts,

Dr, Tillingh: m, ~ssistant Ccunty Supcrintondunt of Schoels, assured ther
members thet the l'isci children in school will bc tuaken eare of and if any mis-
troatments are heard within the schools thec Board will sec to it that it be
ramedied,

Mr. Jumcs !cCondlcss, Goneral Secretary of the Los ..ngeles Young liens
Christiar association, offcrcd overy coopecration within their power, Hc compli-
rcnted the mombers on the most inspiring moeting and forosight in undertaking
such a progrzxz. -

Boncrable Fletcher Bewron, tiayor, City of Los ingeles, madc an appearence
about 10 p.m., He expresscd that he didn't doubt the Nisei's simcerity and
patriotisrm =nd that Nisei's did stand for .merican idcals snd assured us that
local :dministretion and local govornment will give us wll the knowledge and
protcction accordod any other eitizenm. ;

=T Ken Matsumete, Nationtl Vise=Presicont, J,..«%3Ls, Topertcd that mony

Lomcs hevc been upproacned by mombers of the L.-~gus .nfermang both Issei and
FLisLi pet to do enythine that would crc ate cny surricien,
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AMERICAN LEGION

A statement submitted by Mr, Jehn Hartsook, County Council Commzrder of the
american Legion, and Mr. Louis Greenbaum, Chairman of tho Public Relations
Committoe was read by Chairman Fred Tayam:,

"The County Ccunoil of the .icricen Logion, Dop't of Malifornia, cemmending
the truo Americanism rccord of the citizons of Japanese ancestry and Jamnese
alden residents of this community, cndorso the program of ilustice and fair play
and shall give our fullest prctecticn and coopcration to them in this emergeney,
\'e hoartily commend their spirit in forming the .nti- Axis Committee. Ve highly
commend their unsclfish volunteering of scrvice to the irmed Forces aund te other
depa rtments of our Government in this em:rgcnsy.,"

Dr. Takeyama, Ccm:ander cf the Commedere Perry Post, invited 2ll Nisei
te attend the Patriotic Rally to bec hold Friday, Deccemver 12, 8;9C p.m. &t the
Patriotiec Hall,

ir. Sam Robertson, Chairma n of the 17th District Public Relation Commit-
tce stated that this presont chacs is our protlem and it is up to us to solve
it with the help of tho merbers of the american Legion.

8ther members introduccd ver.: ir. Ben Berry, Vice-Chairman, Publis
Reletions Depa rtment of the County; ir., Hunter, .ssistant County Superintendent
of Schocls, and lr, Hunter, Represamtative of Sheriff Biscailuz,

TELEGR. iz SENT

The telegram sent tc Prcsideant Reoscvelt and m2yor La Guardia, Natiecnal
Coordina ter of the Civilicn Deforse wis re-d by the Zhairmoan,

"The snit-.xis Committce of the Japunese rmerican Citizens League has
mobilized 211 imerican Citiz ens cf Jupenese extraction numbering 43,0CC in
Southern Califernia to aid in thc wer Program ageinst Japan. jiay we be advisecd
as to what steps are nogessary sc thit v may insure t hc ultimate victery of
our Country",

R+DIO BRC.DC“ST

The following statoment hus buen handed %o the County Committee for Zhurch
and Cerrunity Cocparation by the Japancse :merican fitizens Leaguc of Scuthern
California representing 40,90C :merican Citizens of Japancsc ancestry.

Statoment relcascd December 7, 1941
Broadcast by iir. Togo Tanaka over KMIR, Decembecr 7, at 11 p.m,

Me are all .mericans Pledged to thc deferso of tho United States,
any dislcyal act or word bty any Japunese cr .merican citiz en of Japa nese
doscont harms the United States. The iillitary Espionage of 1918 prevides
that any word cr a et detrimemtel te the United Statos is duly punisha ble,
-5 Ancricans we now function cs counterespioncge. any act or werd projudicial
to the United Stctes committed by any Japcnose must be warned ond reperted to
the F.B.I., Neval Intelligence, Sheriff's Affiecc, tnd local policc. rny
menace to the sccurity of cur country must “c thorcughly and completcly wiped
out, .

Signed,

Joe iiasncka, Chairmen
Coordincting Committee for
llaticnal Defense of the
Scuthern District Counecil

IT. 2Ch..NDER KENNETH RIYGLE

Lt. Commander Kennoth Ringle, of the 1ith Naval District said; "7ith
sincority and friendliness, the .mericen Feople waits your tetien and deed to
Prove yourselves all rmericans, I have fzith in your cbilities, and I knew

yca won't let me dovm.
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