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WAR DEPARTMENT  RELEASE

4%t a press conference _in hls office ' yostords’; -Secretary of Var Henry L.
Stimson, announced that plans have boen complebted for the admission of a sib-
stantial " number of American citizens O'f.' Japanese ancestry to the Armr of the
United Stotas.

The -following statement was issued by the hcmorable Henry L. Stmsow, Secre-
‘tary of War:

"It -ig the inherent rlght of every faithful citizen, regardless of ancestry
to bear erms in the pnation's battle. VWhen obstacles to the free expression of
that right are imposed by emergency considerations, those barriers.'should be re-
moved as goon as humsnly possible. ILoyalty to ‘country is a voice that must be
heard, and I am glad that I am now able to give active proof thet this basis
Amariean belief is not a casualty of war."

The war departmeut announced that the initial procedure in the formation oi‘
the unit authorized by the secretary will be -voluntary induction. Facilities
for‘this will be nation wide, including the Hawsiian Islands and the War Reloca-
‘tion Centers in this countrv. 1o individusl will be inducted if doubt oxists as
to his loyalty. Upon induction the "nisel," as American-born citizens of Tapa-
nese parentage are termed,- will begin tra:l.n:.ng, as a combat team for service in
an active theater. This comba’c tearn will include the customary elements of in-
fantry, artillery, engineer and medieanl persgonnel. o effort will be spared in
developing it into an efficient well rounded, hard-hitting unit. '

The new unit will be trained separately from the battalion of Americans of .
Japanese extraction--originally a -Hawaiian national:guard organizat:.on-—whlch -
is already a component of %the armye . .

‘The war departrient's actlon, it was announced, is part of larger program
vhich will enable all loyal American citizens of Japonese ancestry to make their °
proper contribution toward winning- the war--through er.plo"me.n.t in wiar production
as well as nmilitary service."

SATESFACEION IN qutmw

"T find doep satis;actlon in the ennouncement toda:; by uSCI’GtFI"' of .ﬂr Henry
L. Stimson that a combat teem composed of american citizens of Japanese ‘ancestTy
is to be recruited by the United States Army for qculve service in a theatre of
‘war. This announcemsnt makes January 28, L943, the most sighificant date of the
last ten months for person of Japenese ancestry in the United States. :
*"Many have told me, in conversations and leticrs of their desire for active
-'service in the armed forces of this country. TFor neny nonths I have been look-
ing forward with them to the time when their desire might be reallzed.
"All facilities of the War Relocation Authority both at the Relocation Centers
and in Washington, will immedietely be placed et the disposal of the War Depur t—
ment to speed the formation of the combat team announced by lir. Stimson."

—=-Dillon S. liyer
\“\ * ',/"//
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