in democracy and dedieate ourselves to the furtherance of 1its
principles, To uphold these prineiples, we must destroy every form of tyranny,
opnression, and violation of human ri-hts., 'Je place our faith in Ameérica and
bace our hope in the future -n that faith, Therefore, we believe that our
volunteering 1in the arned forces of this country is a step towards the
realization of these ends, and a positive manifestation of our loyalty to the
United States of America,:

--Volunteers of ‘Topaz, Utah.
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It is hoped thao uz Jop.ene L s ity S
will become one of. the outstaadlng unlts of the Ameri—

" can Army. This combat team will firht with and as a

part of'a Caucasian foree. The ™ar Department has
faith in the loyal Japanese Americans, This is a
splendid onportunityr to decaonstrate +to the American
people and to the ''ar Department that Janancse Ameri-
cans have faith in /rerica, A suecess of the program
and the voluntary feature ol induction will be a great
step forward in the rehabilitction nlans for Jananese
Lmericans,” '
--COL. W.P., SBCOZLY, Executive Officer
Office of the Assist, Sec'ty of ilar



living today in ten gov-
ernment-operated relocation centers
scattered through the western half

of the United States some 100,000
persons of Jananese blood. DBarbed wire
fences and armed  soldier guards are

standard accouterments of these centers
About 70,70 of these peonle are Ameri-
can cltizens b right of birth; the rest
are aliens,

A vear ago, all 120,000 were living
on the west coazt, most of them long-
tire residents of that area, with their
homes and businesses and interests root-
ed there. 3But through a series of cir-
cumstances Tollowing the Jananese treach-

err at Pearl Harbor, the Anerican -ov-
ernrent felt impelled to remove then
from the coast and »Hlace them under de-

tention at various inland sites,

No sinsle specific factor was resnon-
sible for the evietion. The governnent's
action was the result of several cumula-
tive forces and pressures, One was the
natural rise in the tide of »Hubliec feel-
ing arainct all +those of Jananese de-
scent as a result of the Pearl.Harbor
attacx, This feeling was understandably
strongest on the Pacific coast where
Japanese residents were :iost numerous,
Another factor was the necessitr of
litary precaution azainst nossible sabo-
tage and fifth-colwnn activity bv ele-
ments in the Japanese ponulation in the
event of an attack on the coast., Still
another consider-tion was the possibili-
tvy of widespread vigilante action by
srouns of Pacific coast inhabitants
against the Jananese, A fourth factor
was the »vressure exerted by various op-
portunistie individuels and organiza-
tions who, from motives either of racial
prejudice or of pogsible political or

mi-

econnomic advantages to be sained, advo-
cated the evacuation,
Taken all together, these factors

were felt bv the covernment to be strong
enouch to justify the evacuation of all
persons of Javanese blood as a measure
of national expediency.

As a nhrsical faet, the evacvation is
past history which ecannot “e counter-

; ©6
But the one crucial issue’ which
emerges from the whole complex of ecir-
cumstances and events involved in it is
as alive and challenging today as at the
beginning of evacuation, This is the

manded,

issue of the loyalty or .dislovalty of ,

thosze evacuated,

The 100,000 evacuees are not in their
sresent situation because they have been
nroven collectively disloval to an Ameri-
ca at war, No specific charges on this
count have ever been brousht apainst
then by the zovernment. Nor were the re-
moval and forced detention of the 70,000
who are citizens based on amy imoputation
to them of acts vhich invalidated their
citizenshin rights, But because of the
stigma inherent in evacuation and, more-
over, because of the wholesale nature of
the action, embracing all those of Jap-
anese cescent, without trial »r hearing,
without regard to citizenship, the gen-
eral effect has been to nut the whole.
racial rroup unécr a cloud of doubt and
susnicion in the eyes of the ® Aserican
vublie, The loyal many received the same
tra.-d as the disloval few; the sheep be-
carnc indistinguishable from the goats.

The most continuously disheartening
asnect of the whole situation thus was
not the »hysical hardshin of dislocation
and restriction, but the difficulty of

gaining  -ublic recognition of the Tfact
that the vast majority of +those evacu-
ated, both citizens and aliens, were

fundamentally as loral as any other seg-
meat of [Amevica's heterogeneous popula-
tion, Upon wide public acceptance of
this fact the succexcful resettlement
and rehabilitation of the evacuees
largely depended, Unless the cloud of
doubt under which they moved vere dissi-
pated, they might remain indefinitely as
wards of the government, an unwanted

aeople., The odds apainst the attainment
of the desired end were larse and for-
nwi~dinz, The weight of existins public
opinion, the continued vregsure of the

forces actively opnosed to the return of
the Jananese to nornal 1life, the prepon-

derance of unlavorable over favorable
sublicity in the natisn's press-~all
3



these things diffi-
cult oune,

It is true that both the i'ar Reloca-
. tion Authority and the evacuees them-
selves did make some headway toward a
solution, aided .:easurabhly br various
interested and synpathetic oun&side
groups and i-dividuals, Sore 17,000 eva-
cuees in the fall »f 1742 voluntoered to
help save the nation's sugar beet and
other crops threatened by the shortage
of farm lahor, thus saining a measure of
favorable public attention. Several hun-
dred evacucze students were enabled to
continue their hizher education in vearis
ous schools throuzaouvt the  country,
keening that vital, if snecialized,
channel oi contact with the outside
world osen, And a systematic nrosram of
expanding employment vossibilities by
ngans of acdvance scouting: and »nublic re-

made the problem a

lations work was instituted by the WRa
in different sections of the country,
But all these efforts, while bearing

nopeful fruit, were neither decisive nor
broad enough to make a major breach in
the barrier which separated the collec-
tive mags of the evacvees from genersal
"public acceptance, So.etihing more was
needed to turn the triclk--sonething that
would elarify the still clouded funda-
nental issue of the loyalty of the eva-
cuee population,

It was in recognition of this need
tha® the Anerican rovrornmeant early this
vear took a step which was intended to
clear up the matter once and for all,
Since shortly after Pearl Harbor, the
armed services had bzen closed to Jana-
nese Anericans, and this had served to
pive added weight to the vnfortunate in-
aresgion created by the evacuation, The
Tact +that the nearlr 5,030 Jananese
Anericeans who had heen talken previous to
the han were allowed to siav in service
was an anomaly which on'lr added further
confusion to an already cnafused situa-

tion, But on January 28, 1943, there
came an announcement from Secretary of
“'ar Henry L, Stimson that the United

States Army was being reozened to all
loyal Americnars of Japanese dlood and
that as the initial nrocedure a volun-
teer combat unit made un entirely of
their own zrou»n was to be formed, This
announcenent was followed by the offi-

4 ’

cial Uar Department proclamation, fully
explaining the motives behind the action

and the stens by wh'ch those mnotives
were to be implenented.
Here, at last, was the long-awaited

catalyst nceded to activate the whole
process of returning loyal evacuees to
their normal nlaces in American life.
For here was the government's own refu-
tation of the widely-held notion that
evacuation was sorehow related to dis-
loyalty. FEere was an affirmation of the
covernment's trust in the lowalty of the
majority of those whom it was forced by
circumstances to remove from former
homes, Here was a token, in terms of po-
sitive action, of the government's in-
tention that race should not be a Dbar-
rier to +t:0fe who believed in democracy
and wished to particip:te in its privi-
leses and resoonsibilities, Ard, as the
Proclamation made clear to these people:
Svour ovornaent wovld not take these
steps unless it intended to go further
in restoring vou to a aormal place in
the life of +the country, with the privi-
leges and obligations of other American
citizens, The invitation to the :oung
men he.e to volunteer is simply a token
of its znod faith and further interest,"

In the ten relocation centers, hun-
dreds of American citizens of Japanese
descent have aanswered the call, And many
who are not citizens have responded, tog
feeling that loyalty to this country 1is
not oredicated on a techaicality of
birtholace, but on a sincerity of beliel
in the democratic princivles for which
Lmerica stands, They are as¥ing the gov-
ernrment to take them as well as the ci-
tizens,

This 1little pamphlet is primarily
concerned with the sbory of volunteering
in one of the centers--the Centxal Utah
Relocation Project at Topaz, But whet is
recorded here is undoubtedlv also the
story of every other center, for a com-
mon purpose united all volunteers every-
where--a determination to prove that the
government's faith in them and the groun
they revnresent 1is justified, They all
realize +hat their action is the all-
important first step nece:sary to estab-
lish, positively and irrefutably, the
fact that those of Jananese blood can be
and are as gzood Americans as any other




racial. groun in this country. They are tive &crvice, heirs is the

nride of

the vanguard of the thousznds of other leadinp the wav to the brighter future
Japanese Americans who will follow them ly'ng ahe-i Tor the Japanese in this
into the aried forces throu-h the 3elec- country.

THE "HITE HOUSE
TATHINGTOXN

February 1, 1¢43
v dear Ir, Secretary:

The proposal of the 'ar Denartment to organize a combat
team consisting of loval American citizenc of Jananese descent
has my full a»proval, The new coabat team will adé to the
nearly five thousand loyal Americwnc of Jasanese a:icestry who
are already servin~ in the armed forces of our country,

This is a natural and logical step touvard the reinstitution
of the Selective Service o»rocedures which were temporarily
disrunted by thez evacuation from the ‘est Coast.

Jo loyal citizen of the United States should be denied the
denocratic, rirht to exercise the reshonsibilities of his citi-
zenshiv, repardle-s of his ancestry.  The vrincinle on which
this country was founded and by which it has always heen gov-
erned is that Aueriecznism is a matter of the mind and heart;
funericanism is not, , and never was, a matter of race »r ances-
try. A good /merican is one who is loval to this country .nd
to our creed of liberty and de:ocracy. Ivery loyal American
citizen should be given the onportunity to serve this country
vherever his skills will meke the :rreatest contribution--
whether it be in the ranks of our armed forces, war production,
agriculture, rfovernment service or other work essential to the
war effort,

I am glad to observe that the 'ar Department, the Javy De-
partnent, the ‘ar .lannower Commission, the Devwartment of Just-
ice and the 'ar Relocsztion Authority are collaborating in a
srogram which will assure the opportunity for all loval Aneri-
cans, includinf; Americzans of Japanese ancestr, to serve their
country at a time when the fullest and wisest use of our man-
power is all-important to the war effort.

Very sincerely yours,

(Signed) FRANZLIN D. ROOSEVELT




VOLUNTEERING 11 TOPAZ

of Januarv
on uele—
Relocation

In the late afternoon
of this year, the adnministiail
type office of Utah's "av
Project at Tona~ received =2 aescaze from
the nation's capital. Over the wires
came the statement besinning -ith the
wo:7s: ‘The "ar Denartment anrounced to=
¢av that plans have bee' comileted for
the admis:ion of a subrtantial nusher of
American citizens of Jananece ancestry
to the Army of the Unit:d 3tates...:

T~ Jansnece fmerican resiZents o the
project, this was probably the most =lip-
nificant and stirriig news to come th:ir
»av in the nearly «ix months sinece thazir
arrivel at fthe ¢ mp. They saw in it the
pe-i =in® of the epnd +to the natio.-ride
ban that had Been placed against J=van-
ese Are’ ‘can anlistment =2 7T woexs af-
ter Pear! Harbor. They raw: in it the on-
portunit- they had been <cecking---the
onrortunity to seitle once and Ihr 2ll
the rue~ti n o their loy-ltr, so lo.g
an object of doubt, open and im-lied.

¥ithi: 24 hours oitc. the fecvw revel-
osment was publicized throu h the Topa~
Times, a number oi mzle eiti-eus ‘u'ned
t> the »roject admiunistration for de-
t~ils of the '‘ar Department nlan. At
th2t time little =~s knmown oiher tian
that 2 specisl combat unit of the ‘irmy
was olanned, and that +{he iniiial “ro-
cefure in the formation of +he unit
would be induction of v:luntz=érs fro:
the male citizens residinug in the ten
"RA centers, thé non-evacuation zones,
and the Hew:iian Islancs.

To vpermit +the evacuces +to nienzre
muestions on the matt r, the administra-
tion, throurh the Tovaz Community Coyn-
cil, sponsored a mass citizens' meeting
on the evenineg preceding the arrivsl of
the Army recruiting team. General in:er-
est i+ the s tter w o indicated by the
overflow crowd »f more than 600 men and
vomen attznding the as:zerdly, At the
conclusion of the nneetin;, a committee
mas selecte to put the ruections rai-ed
fr-m the Iloo: into .proner f'orm ‘or pre-
sentation to th: Army tean.

The "'ar Department tean,
Lieuten~nt illian Lee Tracy, arrived

hesded by

6

at Topaz on Friduay afternonon,
The detail irdcluded Techni-
ci~n Fourth Crade "illizn "T. Iihidn--a
J:dsnose Anr sican--and Jer-eants Rayriond
F. Condon and Luke °. Rorers. The repre-
sextatives iww - iately went into a ser-
ies .of co:ferences 1ith taz project ad-
mi. i tration heads to settle the detzils
of their ission.
soncurrently with
resicent Nonsevelt's
the “'z2r Derartment o :
of a snacial invitational .eeting w2s
¢earzics in arnizet newsHner. This
meetinsg, attened on the evering of Feod-
ruz.y 8 by the Armv det~il and sone 300
rerresent-tive resi mats of th- orojzet,
uas intend:=¢ to -ive thorough nrocent-
gtin T the plan Through = detailed
Yar Deoartmcat  oroclamsztion read b
Lieutenant Trec-, it wes revealed that
th- -~ svernm 2at, ro2ltinr a Yeasible - olu-
tio~ t5 the 1cut wartinme Hroblem o the
Jeona ene Anericacoconle, had decidsd to
determinz, orincinally by mears of fues-
ionnaires, the extent ol the loyalty
neld bv the evacuees Lovardz the United
t“t

._.Chf-‘ ule
Fabruary 5

the publication or
megzare ayoroving
an apzouncement

the

ol which presenta-
mafe almost simulta-

The

tions oo
neously qr 2ll 3]
simila Aruy teoms,
erniaent's re2son. for the uevacuation and
thz enws contermlated  1n restoring the
loy2 dmericans of Ja»na-ese arcectry to
th~'r ri hiiul »l-ecez in Ancrican socie-
ty. The Tormation ~i = rpacial combat
vnit made un enitirely of Jauancse Aneri-
of *

dizeclosed the gov-

can volunt =xs w2s to '.e the Tirst
theze ctens, The proelamation Turther
direclonszd that infuction throurh the 3e-

lective Sziviece 3

zeem could be e-pectec
s a Tollow-un sten for those loyzl ci-
ti-¢ne vho do not voluntcer but are of
itilitary az: and nhyrictl fitness,

L8 to the =:mecific reason Jor the
formation of an ali-Jananese American
e~ ot tean, the ovproclamation made it
clear that the =ten vas not »rompted by
anv notive of racizl se~regation, but by
the faet that 2 seporate Tich'ing unit
would b of rrcater publicity value, On
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this point, the

vour strength were
Army of the United States--as
ready been done with many other Ameri-
cans of your blood--relatively 1little
account would be taken of vyour action.
You would be immnortant only as aan-power
--nothing more, . ut united, and working

staterent read: “*,..if
diffused through the
had al-

together, you would become a symbol of
something greater than your individual
selves, and the elffect would be felt

both in the United States and abhroad,..
To the nations abroad, aud eshecially to
the neoples of the last, you would pro-
vide the neasure of solidarity of »neovle
who get together in the name of democra-
ey,
The

proclanation was read apain two

nights later bvefore a large indoor gath-.

ering of almost 1000 vounyg citizens, At
this meetins,, questions prepared by the

resident conmittee prior +to the Arny
team's arrival were riven voice, along
with ouestions raised from the floor,

These oueries ranged in variety from re-
quests for further clarification of the
separate combat unit plan to incuiries
about details of the Army nhvsical re-
quirements.

This was
veral days,
were gliven the

followed by a pericd of se-
during which the Tresidents
tine andé the oosortunity
to consider all aspects of the matier
and to »repare for tne joint "ar Depart-
ment and VR4 registration to be conduct-
ed, On Saturd-y, Februarr 13, the regis-
tration of all evacuecs 17 vears of age
and over officially bemgan, Under the di-
rection of the Army team, resicdent re-
" gistrars during the followins
period completed the 100 ver cent regis-
tration of the project population af-
Tected,

As .a loyalty check, the registration
demonstrated that the great nmajority of
the Japanese Anericans, and many of the
aliens also, had retained their loyalty
to this couatry through all the +trials
and strains of forced evacuation, Parti-
cularly significant was the d&isclosure
by Project Director Charles I, Ernst
that "over one thousand youns men of To-
paz registered their lo-alty to the
United States and are now waiting to be
notified of +the date to annear before
the Selective Service Zoard,' Together

two-wesk .

with those who
cial combat unit,

volunt-ered for the spe-
they rewresented the

vast majority of thoise in To»raz who
were citizens and of nilitary age.
Those who had chosen to be inducted

into the
as draft

Army as volunteers instead of
selectees irmediately decided
to Tori a commnittee to exnress in terms
of concerted action their fecling that
iloyalty to country is a voice that nwust
be heard.,.and that this Dbasic American
belief is not a casualty of war,’ Onc of
the Tirst undertakings of the commiitec
wag the »ublication »f a booklet titled
Volunteers for Victory,’ containing ar-.
ticles bringing out the significance of
volunteering, The title causht the ima-
gination of many, and an offieial organ-
ization of 2ll Towaz voluntcers was
guickly formed under that name,

On thc evening of March 9, +the day
before the official close of the volun-
teoring neriod, the orpanization called
a s»aceial nceting of  potential new mem-—
bers, Thers, many who had already volun-

tecrcd sxnrecsed  their conviction that
thoir action was +the neccesary Tfirst
sten to cstablish the lovalty of the

Japanese Aicrican group beyond ouestion.

Soiic  spoke as students, others as vro-
fcssional men, as farmers, as Tanily
nen, As a result of this mceting, nany

yvoung men on llarceh 10 filed into the

Volunteors for Victory headcuarters 1o
sign up for immnediate induction,
Other activitics of the organization

since then have ircluded sveh things as
the frasing of 4 credo (rcproduced on
thc cover of this pamphlet), the contact-
ing of.other voluntcer grouvns to -unite
for common action, the undertaking of a
public relations and goodwill program,
aiG the opreparation of literature pre-
s.nting the beliefs and aims of those
who havo voluntcered,

The final record of volunteering in
Topaz shows that one out of every ten
male citizens of military aze who have
exnvressed willingness to serve in the
arned forces of the United States has
volunteered. On the following pagzes is
the complete roster of these nen, In the
sincerity of their Dbelief in denocracy
and Auerica, they have all placed them—
selves without reservation at the im-
mediate service of their country.
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AKAGI, Takeo "illiam

AXIYA, Ichiro Xarl

ATIYOSYI, Hisashi Eoy

AXTIYOSHI, Takamichi
ARTIIOTO, Xano Edgar

' ASALO, Paul Sachio

' BABA, Kenjiro
CHO, Susumu
ERIHARA, Henry Hiroshi

HARANO, John Yukiharu
HIKOYEDA, Tadashi
HIXOYEDA, Takeo
HIROT4A, Carl Tokuji

IINO, Edwin Nobuo
IIYALA, Frnest Satoshi
IXEZOYE, ifisturu Francis
IKI, Robert Shizenori
II'AT, Ted Heiyu
ISHIDA, Tadami

ISORL, lfasao

ITO, Jonsenh

IaTAYI, Shigeo John
I7Uid, John

IZUI I, Trnest

KAJIVIARA, Nobuo
KLGALT, Ray Teruyo
KAGAIT, Yutakxa
KALITYA A, Shigenori
KANAIL, Saburo Sam
KATAY A, Taro
KATSU, Nobuyoshi

KATAGUCHI, i:asamnl Benjamin

KA4VATL, (Ceorge Rinsel
KATAKAXT, Iwao

KAVATA, George Shigeaki
KISHII, Leo Hichihiro
KITACAXI, Nobuo
KITAGA™ A, Saburo Arthur
¥ITAIURA, Kozo
KOCHIYAIIA, "illiam
KOIZUMI, Yutaka

IIASAOKA, Ben
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AGE

32
23

[
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28
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31
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20
31
22
26
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Single
.;arried
larried
Single
warried
Single .

avried
Single
Single

Single
Single
Single
isarried

Sinzle
Single
Sinele
carried
iiarried
Single
Single
Single
Sinsle
Single
Single

Sinzle
Single
Single

‘Single

Single
Married
Sinzle
Single
Single
Married
Sinele
Single
Single
Single
Single
Zingle
Single

Single

San

San

San

Sar

San

San

San
Sa-

San

Berkeley,
Francisco,
Oakland,
Dakland,
Franciscon,
Teeneisco,

Tiraneicsco,
Francisco,
Clovis,

Berkeley,
Berkeley,
Beilkeler,
Francisco,

Oalland,
Oakland,
Francisco,
Qa':land,

n Francisco,

QOalrland,
Fiatiicsco,
Francisco,

4lameda,

Berkeley,
Francisco,

Naland,
Oalkland,
Oakland,
Yosemite,
Francisco,
Salt Lake
Berkeley,
Francisco,
Francisco,
Dakland,
Hayward,
Rerkeley,
Nakland,
Freneisco,
Ralrland,
Oakland,
Francisco,

“est Los Angeles,

California
Catifornia
California
California
California
California

California
Cslifornia
Mew exico

California
California
California
Californ’a

California
California
California
Calif»rnia

.California

California
Califoraia
California
Cdlifornia
California
Cali®nrnia

California
Czlifornia
California
California
California
City, Utah
California
C=2lifornia
California
California
Califormia
California
California
Calii'ornia
California
California
California

California



NAME

HMATSUKI, Paul Shinji
LIATSUKI, Joe [iinoru
LIATSUNOTO, Frank ilakoto
HMATSUOKA, Junichi Jay
MATSULIORI, Keizo Tom
IISULI, Tom Takashi
MIZOTE, Henry .
MOMII, Rikito Richard
ORI, Thomas
HORITA, ¥alton Masashi
MORIAKTI, Yoshiaki

NAGATA, Ronald Hasao
NAFACAKT, Hiromi
JAILAMURL, Richard Yoshito
NAKATA, Walter Kenjiro
NAXAYA:A, Tyler Eitaro
ISHI, Takanori Allen
NISHILURA, James Takao
NISHIITURA, Yoshio
WISHIZAXI, Tim

NOBCRI, Teruo

OBATA, George Kimio
0GAWA, Tatsuo Jiro

0G0, William Goro

0G0, Benjamin Yoshihara
0KINO, Chisumi Curt
OKUBO, Seiiehi

KUSA, luneo llichael
OTA, Daniel

OKI, Sadao James

SHIMOTORI, George
SHIMOTCRI, Goroge
SHIOZA"A, litsuo
SHIRAXI, George Xiyonobu
SHIRONITTA, Zane Grey
SUZUKI, Goro

TABATA, Teruo Terry
TAKAGI, Roy Yoki
TAXAHASHI, Nobumitsu
TAAHASHT, Frank Tadao
TATTAHASEI, Georsze Shiyogo
TAXAXI, Henry Tapetaro
TAXAKI, Yoshitaka

TAEI, Akira

TAKIGUCHI, Stephen iiasayuki

TANAKA, George Ernest
TOBA, Tsutomu 3Ben
TOIINAGA, Sam Saburo
TOLINAGA, Paul Shiro
TOYOTA, George Jiro

AGE

23

24
21
59
19
19
24

W D

Z1
27
31
25
T4

22 -

38
60
19
28

20
46
24
31
20

© 23

22
18
43

32
29
21
32
19
25

19
40
25
20
29
52
21
28

41
20
24
24
26

STATUS

Single
Single
Single
Sinrle
Single
Single
Single
Sinrle
Single
Single
lfarried

llarried

"Single

Single
Single
lfarried
Single
iarried
Single
Single
iarried

liarried
i'arried
Single
Single
Single
Single
Single
Single
flarried

Single
Single
Single
ilarried
Single
Single

Single
farried
Single
Single
tlarried
liarried
Single
Married

ilarried
Single
Single
Single
iarried

San Francisco,

San
San
San
San

0a7

San
San

San

Francisco,
Francisco,
Franciscs,
Franntiscern,

Qakiand.
Oakisno,
Franciced,
Larkzpur.
Oclrland,
Berkeie:r,

Berkal=y,
Berkeliay.
Franciscs.
Francisco,
Nakland,
Fr-necisco,
Berkeley,
San lfateo,

Los Angeles,

Berkeley,

Berkeley,

Berkeley,

Richmond,
Richmond,

Los Angeles,

Berkeley,
Oakland,

San Francisco,
Los Angeles,

San

Berkeler,
Berkele.
Oakland,
Oa'tland,
Francisco,
Qaklnnd,

San llatec,
Trancisco,
Berkeley,
Oaklanc.
San latec,
Oakland,
Franeisco,
Ozklnnd,

Francisco,

n Fuzneisco,

Berkeley,
Berkeley,
Dakland,

HOLE TOIM

California
California
California
california
[alifornia
oat ifornia

Gal1foia
Czlifcruia
rlilernia
foliforria

¢alifornia
Cad itr einia
californta
sasiroimia
Celilrronia
Celiinrnia
Califoinia
California
Califoria

California
California
California
California
California
California
Celif~rnia
Califarnia
oelicornia

California
Caliiomia
California
Calif-rnia
California
Califomnia

California
California
California
Califcrnia
(aiifornia
Califocrnia
California
California

California
California
California
California
California
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- NAKE

TSUCHIDA, Eiichi

TSUDA, Robert Roku
TSUKAZAKT, George iiasanobu
TSUTSUI, Guizaburo

UYA:lA, Cuy
WAKAT, ilasayoshi

YANADA, Takuzo Josenh
YAIAGUCI, Georse Soichi
YATIATIOTO, James asahiko
YAIIAUCHI, Leland Toru
YATABE, Takeshi
YOSEIURA, liinoru

YANO, Hideo

YANO, llasami
YNCHINO, Joseoh iyotaka
YOSHINO, John Yutaka
YOSHINO, Paul

YOSHTO—A, George
YOSHIZA A, Hajime
TOSHIZAVA, Jiro

AGE

25
27
25
39

33

27

28
21
45
25
35
22
2%
25
27
32
13
1%
25
73

STATUS

Single
larried
faxried
Single

"idower
Single

Single.
Single
liarried
Sisgle
tlarried
Single
q"“'le
Single
ifarried
Single
Single
Single
Single
u’lblﬂ

Rerkeley, California
New York City, HWew York
Berkeley, California

¥irkland,

San Francisco,

San Kateo,.

San Francisco,
San ¥Francisco,

Qakland,

Redwd0d City,

Hayward,
Terminus,

San Francisco,

San

Alameda,
Alameda,
Alaieda,

Francisco,

Qalkland,
Oaixland,

“ashington

California
Hawaii

California
California
California
California
California
California
Califcornia
California
California
California
California
California
California
California

WHY THEY VOLUNTELRED..

The followinz are iy-ical
nade by v.rious Toraz volunteers during

statements

the enlistment neriod. Taken from let- have
volunteer as an

ters, from spceches nade at
rallies, and from exnrecsions »nublished
in the center opress, these
represent the diversified classes of in- this wit
dividuals in the volunteer group,
citizens to aliens, from vouths to mar-

ried men.

I consider myself an
have beén doing what little

advance the cause of the
struggle asainst tyranny,

staztesients

edvecator, I

from I e
shirked now the
have as a

ithmerica
aver knovn,
received ury to
Imerican citvizen,
make of my life in the future, I want to
I could not do
clear conscience, nor would
chance, if I
onvortunity I
serve this nation

do so in

is the
“"hatever benefits in life I

country,

of the
duty and
citizen to
survival,"

in her firht Tor

I could to

conrion man's
.Yy volunteer-
United

ing in +the armed forces of the
States is nerely an extension of

activities as a huwable teacher,
against the military-fascist dictator-
cship that rules Janan, Germany and all

the other Axis-dominated nations., I an eration
for true democracy ever;where, And I am then,
willing to die for my »rincinle, which snooth is
is at the same time the princinle for

which the TUnited MNations are fishting.

--Citizen, teacher,

10

am

tered

newsmnapersian.

sone day
she ~rous un,
to discrininations that the
has gone

not enoush;
future as i¢

throur h,

only country I have

nou, I have received

conscience that I had done
possible in consideration of her future,"

hatever I may

--Citizen,

“I hone to find home and security inr
sy family in the United States of Ameri-
ca,.,All my hooes and ambitions are cen-
around ny little
when peace comes
she will

daughter--that

aszain and as
not be subjected
second gen-
TFor myself,
just wishing that her life will be
just taking the
comes would not satisfy my
everything



That when the opportunity and test pre-
sented itself, her father took the easi-
er, more passive attitude of letting the
future take care of itself. Ladies and
gentlemen, I do not care to take that
path. God willing, some day I would much
rather exnlain to her the momentous de-
cision made by her father, with the sup-
port and comfort of her mother, on the
19th day of February, 1943, "--Citizen,
family man.

"T was educated in Janan where I
learned the mecaning of fascism and where
I learned to fight against its ovppres-
sive measures, I fought its police dogs
and its military lackeys. As I now vol-
unteer %o serve in the United States Ar-
my, I am thinking not only of defending
Americzn democracy ageinst all foes, but
also of whatever contribution I may be
able to make toward the emancivation of
all peovles, including the common neople
of Janan, from their fascist masters,"--
Kibei (an American citizen who has spent
part of his life in Japan),

"T have always believed in <fighting
for the freedom and right of the-.'common
man.! Believing that these opriaciples
for which we have been strugzling are at
stake in this war, and believing that a
victory over our enemies abroad will be
a victory over our enemies at home, I
want to take up arms to help hurry this
people’s vietory and people's peace to
follow,"--Kibel, civil service employee.

"] believe that it is the desire of
every  Japnanese Aneriesn today to have
his children live as resnected citizens
in a democratic America, and not as a

" and. contentment,

hated people, destitute of hope, courage

"Yet we. cannot have. this desire re-
alized unless we are willing now--when
the Var Department offers us the chance
to fight for America on the battlefront
--to devote the utmost of ourselves to
tiis cause, and not to let the darkness
of our present situation or our griev-
ances prevent us from proving our worth
in the eyes of the American nublic,"--Ci-
tizen, businessman,

"I am a stateless person and am not
an Amerie-n citizen., But I am willing to
fight for arnygovernment which gives .me
a gun to fight against fascism, "--Non-
citizen, native of Canada,

"Although I am not a -citizen of the
United States, I have always considered
it as my country. My parents brought me
over here at a very early age...l rTe-
ceived all my education, livelihood and
a democratic philosophy of 1life here--
everything I gained, I received from
Anerica,..vhen the war came, I felt very
bad that the technicality of my birth-
nlace orevented me from joining my
friends in our co'mon fight for freedom.
Iy friends and classmates were all going
into active theaters of war.

"Now an-opportunity to fight for my
prineiples and ideals has been accorded
me by the War Department,.,.'/hen the
cause of freedom is at stale, we cease
to be just individuals, We have to sac-
rifice all toward thet end, I love my
famil:- and I hate to leave it, but my
love for this country that gave ne so
much is greeter, since it also embraces
my family's security."--Alien Japanese.

EXCERPT FROM EDITORIAL IN"VOLUNTEERS FOR VICTORY

#"The TUnited States éovernment is orfering us, through Secretary of

Var Stimson's
sent the one
we are loyal enough to

statement of January 28th last, an opportunity to pre-
solid evidenco which none can refute--the evidence that
fight in the U.S. Army,

that we are worthy to

live, work, fight and die as Americans,
“Onlv with evidence as strong as this can we,,.efTectively prove to

Aerican -public oninion how
seek to crush us throush nronosals
citizenship,

unjustly wrong are the...,factions

mass deportation after the war,

which
c¢nlling for the deprivation of our
Army control of reloca-

tion centers and other discriminatory measures,”

11

S



A LETTER

0 WASHIN

fTUn

February 4, 1943

Secretary of War Stimson
Yiashington, . C.

Dear lir. Stimson:

I mow you are a very busy man and T
hate to hother 'vou 1like this when you
are busy in nore importznt matters.

This is just a simnle plea that comes
from within my heart, crying for someone
to listen,

I was very haypy when I read your an-
nouncement that fisei Americans would be
given a chance to volunteer for active

is a people's war, The fate of the free
peonle all over the world hangs in the
balance. I only ask that I be given a
chance to fight to preserve the princi-
ples that I have been broucht un on and
which I will not sacrifice at any cost.
Fleace give me a chance to serve in your
arned forces,

In volunteering for active combat du-
ty, my conscience will be clear and T
can proudly say to iyself that I wasn't
sitting around, doing nothing when the
fate of the free peonle was at stake,

Any of rny Caucasian friends would
vouch for my loyalty and sincerity., Even
now some of them may De

combat duty. DBut at the
same time 1 was sad--sad

sleeping an eternal sleed

because under vour nresent EDITORS NOTE: in a lonely grave far away
laws I am an enemy alien, The writer of this Trom home, dying for the
I am a 22-ycar old bov, | letter felt that the principles they loved and
American in thought, Amer- I technieality of his be- sincerely believed.

ican in act, 'as American | ing an "enemy alien” I am not asking for any
as any other citizen, I | should not prevent him | favors or sympathy. I only

was barn in Janan., [y nar-
ents brought me to America
when I was onlv two vears
nld, Since coming to Amer- .
ica as an infant, iy -~ hole
life »as spent in Iew llex-
ico. iy only friends were
Caucasian boys,

At Pearl Harbor, my pal

Because

fort

from fighting for
country and denocracy,
of the
cerity of his belief, he
was notified bv the
Denartment that
will ©be

ver=it his enlistment.*

this aslz that I be given a
chance--a chance to enlist
for active combat duty,

How can a dernocratic na-

sin-

War tion allow a technicality
an ef- | of birthplace to stand in
made to the way when the nation is

i

: fighting...to preserve the
i rights of free men?

Curly Ilopnins was killed * -
outright without a chance to fight hack
when the Jananese lanes swooned dovm in
a treacherous attac’, And Dickie Harrell
and other boys _from ny home town came
back maimed for 1life, Then more of my
classmates volunteered--Bud Henderson,
Eob and Jack Aldridse, and many others;
they were last heard of as mnissing in
the Philivnines, It tears my heart out
to think that I could not avenge their
deaths,

The law of this country bars me from
citizenship--because I an an Oriental--
because my skin is yellow. This is not a
good law ard bacd laws could be changed,.

Butthis is not what I want to bring
up at this time., As you well know, this

12

— The high governmental
officials have ofttimes stated that this
is a peosle's siruggle--regardless of
race or color, Could it ©be a people's
struggle if you bar a person who sin-
ccrely Dbelieves in the very principles
we . are all Tfighting for from taking
part?

I beg you to take my plea and give it
your careful consideration.

I have also sent a cony of this sane
letter to TPresident Roosevelt in hopes
that some action will be taken in my

case,
Sincerely,

HEIRY H. EBIHARA
Topaz, Uteh



WOLUNTEERING IS AFFIRMATION OF LOYALTY"
CRANSTEES WRITE §O STATEDAMERN

As a part of their campaign to make
their action, and the motives underlying
that action, better known to the outside

world, the Topaz Volunteers for Vietory
recently sent the following letter to
Utah's four members of Congress: ‘Sena-

tors Elbert D, Thomas and Abe liurdock,
and Representatives i1l C, Robinson and
walter Granger, The text of the letter
read az Tollows:

the undersigned, are residents
iar Relocation TFroject at Topaz,
Utah, who have volunteered for the spe-
cial Japanese Anerican combat unit an-
nounced by Secretary of "ar Henry L.
Stimson on January 28 of this vear, Al-
though we are not legally constitutents
of yours, we Telt we might address vou
as more than =strangers, since e do re~
.gide in the state you represent in Con-
gress, and since by our voluntecering we
are making coumon cause with all good
Americans and their sovernment leaders
in the prosecution of +the present war
againct this country's enemies, .We are,
therefore, taking this opportunity to
bring to your attention certain facts
about ourzelves, our motives, our hopes.
*First of all, as to our motives: The
most immediate and compelling reason for
our volunteering was, of course, that we
wanted to demonstrate in the noet posi-
tive manner possible, our Llovalty to
this country. iiost of usg are American
citizens by 1vight of bhirth; a few are
non-citizens whe have adopted this coun-
try as their own. But citizen and non-
citizen alike, we are one in our undevi-
ating fajth in demoecratic principles and
in America's destiny as the champion of
those prineiples. Our feeling in this
matter, we have incorporated into the
official Credo of the Volunteers of To=-
paz, which reads as follows: ;i

e,
of the

"ie believe in democracy and de-
dicate ourselves to the furtherance
of its principles, To uphold these
prineciples, we must desipoy every

form of tyranny, o-pression and
violation of human rights, ¥e
place our faith 1in America and
base our hope in the future on
that faith., Therefore, we helieve
that our volunteering in the armed
forces of this country is a step
towards the realization of these
ends and a positive manifestation
of our loyalty to the United
States,

-'"e have sent copies of this credo: to
volunteer groups in all the other relo-
cation centers, seeking their adoption
of"its essential spirit, iIf not of its
precise wording, as a common basis for
faith and action.

"The sincerity of our bellef in this
credo can be gauged, we think, by the
fact that we have naintained an unwaver-
ing trust in the good faith of this
country and her leaders through all the
trying veriod of our evacuation and
forced confinement, e have never taken
this wholesale removal and detentlon as
an expresaion of America's real or -final
intentions toward us, e have always
felt that, s.ooner or later, steps would
be taken by the government to remedy the
anomaly of our situation, The War Depart
ment's action in reopening the armed
services to us thus came as a vindica-
tion of our faith., Our volunteering is,
thereforc, no more than an affirmation
in terms of positive action of the . loy-

alty we have always held toward this
country, :

Quch 1s the prime motivation behind
our action. At the same time, we are

aware that what we have done involves an
issue bevond that of our own loyalty to
America, If the government's reopening
of the armed forces to us is a hearten-
ing toker. of our reinstatement as equal
partners with all other Americens in the
fight ageinst our common enemies, we are
hopeful that it is also a token of the
eventual reinstatement of all loyal per-
sons of our racial minority as wuseful

13
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and accepted members of the' democratic
commonwealth of America, For the situa-
tion of the thousands of brothers and
sisters and parents of the volunteers in
the various relocation centers is still
a problem to be solved.

iflthongh, for various valid reasons,
they are not within the volunteer group,
we Tfecl sure that the vast majority of
them are iuvndanentally as loval as we
are, Thousaunde of them now stand ready
to be taken into the army through the
regular channels of the selective ser-
vice art. =zut in a time of war, 1t is
all too easv for the sunerficial kinship
of race betwecen them and an enemy nation
to create unjust public attitudes toward
them, They are looksd upon with suspi-
cion; their loyalty is doubted; and they
may find it .diificult to re-establish
themselves as normal components of Areri-
can socizty.

e yho have volunteered are deeply
conscious that VU our action we may in
some me=2sure lhelp correct that situa-

tion, e are hopeful that any pubiic ap-
probation accorded us as volunteer sol-
diers will also embrace those of our lin
that we leave behind, and trat their re-
entry into general American life will be
made easier to that extent., Ve lkaow, too,
that govarniment leaders, no less than we
ourselves, are hopeful that this will be
the result, For a war arginst world fas-
cism can be fully effective only if
there is a complete concisteney in demo-
cratic practice here at home.

"ye are volunteering, therefore, not

FEHE VOLUNTRER

“iere 1s not better thus to die,

“hile blood is warm with high endeavor

And mind and heart alike deny

The doubters and the cautious clever,

Than, skeptie, cling to life and know
The vears whose rnauin- rodent teeth

only becausé that is the most direct and
most irrefutable demonstration of our
own loyalty to this country, but because
by our action we feel we are contribu-
ting to the eventual fulfillment of Am-
erican democratic tradition in its best
and highest meaning, The America we are
fighting for is the America which Presi-
dent Roosevelt has thus defined: 'The
principle on which this country was
founded and by which it has always been

‘zoverned is that Americanism is a matter

of the mind and heart; Americanism is
not, and never was, a matter of race or
ancestr-, A good American is one who is
loyal to this country and to our creed
of liberty and democracy. Every loyal
American citizen should be given the op-
nortunity to serve this country wherever
his skills will make the greatest con-
tribution--whether it he in the ranks of
our armed forces, war nroduction, agri-

culture, goverament service or other
work essential to the war effort,”
e have written to you at some

length boeavse we felt that you would be
interested in knowing how one group of
Japanese Aserican voluntecers--a group
from vour own state--sincerely Tfeels.
And since part of our problem, the prob-
len of all +those of Jawnanese blood in
this country, is to create a better and
wider public awareness of our situation,
we also felt that you as a governnent
leader could exercise much favorable in-
fluence in briasing that end ahout, We
shall be grateful for anything you might
be able to do to make what we have ex-
pressed here a matter of wider
public and official knowledge, as
well as for any effort you might
be able to contribute as a member
of Congress toward fair and demo-
cratic legislation for all minor-
ity groups in this country.

“A cony of this letter is be-
ing sent to each of the other
members of Con-ress from the
state of Utah, We hope that you
and your colleagues will give it
your Tavorable attention and con-
sideration,

lay cat through craven flesh and show

The bone of vain resret beneath?

~-Taro Xatayamna
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"Very respectfully yours,

“VOLUNTZERS FOR VICTORY"



COLLIER'S
March 20, 1943

Tt seens beyond disnute to us that
this is the right way to handle the mat-
ter, "e feel confident, too, that these
men, will become tough and valiant fight-

ers for the country of their marents!
adoption...
"We pot the old familiar 'That's the

stuff!' kick out of this piece of news--
a renewal of the conviction thet Ameri-
can demoecracy can do such things...be-
cause of 1ts power to attract arnd hold
the loyalty of all nanner of people, In
opening the Army to the Nisel, we think
the War Department did its best single
day's work in months."

YILMINGTON NEWS, Delaware
January 30, 1943

#In opening the Army's ranks to en-
listment by Arerican-born Japanese, Sec-
retary of Var Stimson has taken a wholly
justified move. The great majority of
this =zrouy is thoroughly Arerican in
background, thinking and experience,
Most of its members are ag patriotic and
as loyal to this country as yvouns men of
German, Irish, Italian and British de-
scent now in American uniform., It is un-
fair to deprive +them of the right +to
bear arms in their country's defense,
which is inherent in severy faithful ci-
tizen,,.

"low that enlistment has been opened
to loyal eitizens of Japanece extraction
it is to be hoped +that the government
will find a way to restore many of those
still nenned in concentration ocamps'to
useful employnent in faraing or war in-
dustries, It is not only unfair to them,
but foolish to keep Tfaithful ecitizens
jidle when we need their efforts to help
win a war,”

SAN FRAMNCISCO CHRONICLE, Califnrnia
January 30, 1343

MMe must concede that the Army is the
best judge of the availability for its
forces of American citizens of Jananese
descent. The Arzy thinks there are such
citizens of unquestioned lovalty and

be used and

that these
ought to be used, but have a right to be
so used.
",..The
ment to treat these like other
in the mustering of men for the armed

not only can

decision of the Var Depart-

citizens

forces will gratify all who have Tfelt
that. the only »roper test in their case
is loyalty, not racial origin."

HARTFORD COURANT, Connecticut
Febriary 2, 1943

"The amnouncement of the Secretary of
War that Americans whose ancestry is Ja-
panese but whose loyalty has been demon-
strated will be taken into military ser-
vice is welcome ‘evidence of a further
lnosening of the harsh restrictions un-
der which these citizens have lived for
more than a year..,

“The decision of the Army to form
units from among the young men in camps
ought to speed the whole process of re-
storing the loyal citizens +to normal
life, If the Army is sufficiently confi-
dent of their loyalty to welcome them

into the ranks of the defenders of the
country, other agencles and other com-
munities ought to have no hesitaney in
accenting them.,..

"yith a shortage of manpower a fore-

most nationsl problem, no time ought to
be wasted in putting the loyal Japanese-
Anericens where they can deo the most
good for the country and for themselves,
Yet the nation will ©beneflt even more
from demonstrating, if after a long de-
lay, 1its conviction that patriotism and
loyalty are not a matter of color but of
spirit,”

NEW YORX TIMES, New York
January 30, 1943

" ,.The episoyde touches one's sympa-
t1ies, These Japanese are American citi-
zens, just as are the young men of Ger-
men and Italian descent who are loyal
members of our fighting services,..Their
eagerness now to bear arms in the na-
tion's battle may ameliorate their ra-
ther lonesome lot in this country.*”

sestofoiestoiol ok
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That Amevicans of Japanese ancestry
make top grade soldiers in every way is

the testimony of more than one officer
who has had experience in cormanding
them,

A typical comment 1is that of Brig.

Gen. R. liittelstaedt, now U.5. Army com-
mander of the lMaui District in Hawaii,
Before zoing to his Hawaiian post, Gen.
Mittelstaedt commanded +troops on the
mainland in California, and of his ex-
perience with Japanese American soldiers
there, he says: ‘Anong the men under me
were many Americans of Japanese ancestry
and I want to say they were among the
best soldiers we had. We are proud of
them and the record they made. They are
very fine, high class soldiers and the
type of soldiers who present no disci-
olinary problems. We were very sorry to
lose them when thev were sent east.” (At
the time of evacuation these nisei sol-
diers were reassigned to posts outside
the Westera Defense Command,)

Another officer who has praised Japa-
nese American soldiers is Lt, Col, Tar-
rant L., Turner, commander of the 100th
Infantry Battalion, which is made up en-
tirely of Japanese Americans and was
originally a unit of the Hawaiian Na-
tional (Guvard. He says:. "I've never had
more wholehearted, serious-minded co-op-
eration from any troons.

Still another officer of the 100th
Infantry Battalion, with 22 years of ex-
perience in the Army, says: ©I'd rather
have a hundred of these men .behind me
than & hundred of any others I!'ve ever
been with,"

Col. F. W, ¥ilson, who w2s in command
of Hawaii's Schofield Barracks at the
time of the Pearl Harbor attack and who
is now in this country as liaison offi-
cer between the WRA and the Army, has
also expressed the opinion that he would
rather command the all-Japanese Americen
Army combat team than any other unit.

It is part of the official record,
too, that Japanese American soldiers
have been performing with considerable
merit in various theatres of the war
ever since it vegan, The first prisoner
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of war taken by the United States, for
instance, was captured by a Hawaiian-
born Japanese American National Guards-
man, This soldier overpowered the opera-
tor of a beached Japanese midget subma-
rine whom he encountered on December 7,
1¢41, while patrolling a Hawailian beach,
Other nisei have fought, and are now
fighting, side by side with fellow Amer-
icans in the Pacific area from the Phil-
ippines to Java., The same is true on the
European front, where the Japanese Amer-
icans are doing their bit on the sands
of MNorth Africa or behind the guns of
boribing nlanes, The U.S. Army's Turopean
paper, “The Stars and Stripes,® recently
featured a front-page picture of a Ne-
braska-born Jananese American, Sergeant
Ben Kuroki, who is a guoner on a Libera-
tor bomber,

Eisenrwower of OW!l Writes.

In a letter to the Pacitic Citizen
(national Japanese American Citizens
League organ), Milton S, Eisenhower, as-
sociate OWL Director ancd brother of Gen-
eral Dwight D, Eisenhower, commented on
the War Department's reopening of the
Arimy to Japanese Americans as follows:

“Like millions of Americans, I was
deeply gratified when our Government re-
opened the ranks of our Army to loyal
Americans of Japanese descent, Those who
are eligible for enlistment have an op-
portunity to make a particularly signi-
ficant contribution to our common Tfight
for a better world,

“This war will end 1in absolute tri-
umph for the United Nations. This war
must usher in a day of greater decency
and brotherhood among all men, In such &
war, the participation of men from every
land, men of every desceat, 1is the
strongest possible force and guarantee
for & reborn and strengthened freedom,’

This pamphlet is @ special publica-
tion of +the historical committee of
the Volunteers for Victory.

April 3, 1943
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