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SPEECH AT THE DEDICATION OF THE MATIONAL CEMETARY
AT GETTYSBURG, NOVELBER 15, 1863

Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers
brought forth upon this continent a new nation,
concelved in liberty, and dedicated to the pro-
position that all men are created equal, Now we
are engaged in a great civil war, testing whe-
ther that nation, or any nation so conceived and
so dedicated, can long endure, e are met on a
great battlefleld of that war, We have come to
dedicate a portion of that field as a final rest
ing place for those who here gave their 1lives
that that nation might 1live, It is altogether
fitting and proper that we should do this, But
in a larger sense we cannot dedicate, we cannot
consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground, The
brave men, living and dead, who struggled here,
have consecrated it far above our power to add
or detract. The worid will little note, nor long
remember, what we say here; but it can never
forget what they did here, It is for us, the liv-
ing, rather to be dedicated here to the unfin-
ished work which they who fought here have thus
far so nobly advanced, It is rather for us, . to
be here dedicated to the great task remaining
before us, that from these honored dead we take
increased devotion to that cause for wiich they
gave the last full measure of devotion; that we
here highly resolve that +these dead shall not
have died in vainj; that this nation, under God,
shall have a new birth of freedom, and that
government of the peonle, by the neople, and for
the peonle, shall not perish from the earth,

By President Abraham Lincoln



/%F%’d@ WHAT OF THEDR FUTURE

salesman comes to our door, He
shows us his wares and tells us how good
they are, We examine them, We .like them,
We buy them, Or we don't like them., We
turn the salesman away,

The social acceptance of a racial
minority works the same way, Up +till
Just lately our .acceptability to a com-
munity depended on our own individual
efforts and salesmanshjp, The evacuation
changed all that, Somo of us thought
that our government was against us, We
had our gripes, plenty of them. We tdlk-
ed about what social and economic posi-
tions our parents had been able to build
us and of the way in which all that was
destroyed by this war, We saw the sad
faces of our parents, we heard the tear-
ful voices of our brothers and sisters.
Those of us who had children asked, What
is to become of them, their future?

On - January 28, 1943--a date we Japa=-
nese-Americans will never forget--a pro-
clamation from Washington told wus that

-‘we in our little

definitely interested

our government is
prepared

in our welfare and that it is

.to take a definite action to help us

solve our problems; 1t told us that it
was going to sell us -to the uicricans
by telling them in:a dramatic manner how
capable, how dependable, and how com-
pletely loyal we are to our country. One
of the ways in which our salesman Uncle
Sam was to sell us was to form a VOLUN-
TEER COMBAT UNIT for us, so that our
fellow-countrymen could say . to each
other, "Look at them, They are NOT ONLY
LOYAL but they are VOLUNTELRING in a com-
bat unit, And look what good soldiers
they make! Fellows who bait these people .
just don't know what +they are talking
aboutt? . ’
Thanks, Uncle Sam! You're great}! By
selling us _ to_the American publie you
are creating for us a future which is
going to be far greater than anything
communities have ever

(Continued on Page §5)



CITIZEN WRITES
WHY HE HAS
VOLUNTEERED

February 25, 1943

Dear —w—-- :

I have volunteered to
be enlisted as a soldier
in the Army of the United
States, I did this because
it is my firm convietion
that +the: destiny of the
Japanese American peopleis
here in America, I say
this fully aware of the
fact that we, as a minor-
ity among 130,000,000 peo-
ple, have for years suf-
fered from racial discri-
mination and prejudices,
and have found life in
this country a continuous
and bitter struzgle
the elevation of our
cial status,

I am as nmuch emblttered
as any other evacuece when
I consider how our race
was singled out to be up-
rooted from our homes,
farms and business on the
Pacifie Coast and herded
behind barbed-wire fences,
even though we were Ameri-
can citizens and our »nar-
ents were law-abiding pio-
neers who have been denied
citizenship by the U,S.
naturalization laws,

But my faith in America
and in our destiny here is
something that, I am cer-
taim, ecan be understood
and shared in by every

50-

thinking evacuee--or by
any other person who,
though oppressed through
discrimination, . knows

that there is in the Ameri-
can way of 1life something
that stands as Dbeing in-
compatible with totalitar-
(Cont, on Page 5)
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OUR GREATEST WEAPON:

cVIOHICL OF LUYALTY

This messape has been written by a citizen who vo-
lunteered to join the combat forces of the United
States Army. Perhaps in reading this you may find an
expression of your own sentiment, or else you nay find
that you have not reasoned things out his way; but now

read how one person willingly placed his life at the
disnosal of the land of his birth,
. The . fundamental reason which promoted him to offer

himself to tie arced forces is this: Because he so cher-
ished the * American way of 1life, he felt that future
generations of the Jananese American people must nat,
possible blindness, selfishness or reluc-
tance of those of us 1living today, be denied their
right to live in 2 democratic America as respected and
proud American citizens,

Ve, the Japanese Amcricnas, in our present plight
have innumerable reasons to fe:1 embittered. To most of
us, evacuation--the mass unrooting of our families,
friends, and ourselves from homes and businesses on the

Coast--anpears totally unjust, ¥
evacuation has

"ut whether anyone objects or not,
secome a -rTim reality. There remains for us now but one
choice: 'e must make up our minds today whether wc in

our bhitterness will discard our only chance to find our
rightful place in american society, or whether we will
hold back our nerzonal grievances in the realization of
the truth that the future of our posterity as well as
ourselves rests on our courage and sacrifice,

The United States government is offering us, through
Secretary of Tiar Stimson's statement of January 28th
lest, an opportunity to present the one solid evidence
which none can refute,--the evidence that we are loyal
enough to Tight in the U.3. Army; that we are worthy to
live, work, fight and die as Americans, Only with evi-
dence as strong as this can we most effectively prove
to American public opinion how unjustly wrong are the
Conzressional, State legislatural and private factions
which seek +to -erush us through propnsals calling for
the deprivation of our citizenship, mass deportation
after the war, Army control of relocation centers and
other diseriminatory measures,

Even a possible future removal of the Pacific Coast
evacuation boundaries by the Tourth Army Defense Com-
mand and the Tederal Covernment would not insure our
security or the return of our former status, unless we
have in our hands the one weapon with which we could
turn awaey any - opposing tide of wpublic opinion--an in-
vineible weapon, the indisputable oroof of our loyalty

to the United States,
ANIEL C. OTA
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Commenting editorially on the "ar De-
partment announcenent that nisei volun-
teers will be accepted for active mili-
tary service, we szcid in our Feb, 3rd is-

sue: ‘vhat we face is the acid test., If
weé flunk it, we damn ourselves and our
posterity."

Project Director Stafford's statement
in today's Irrigator, based as it is up-
on the 1latest clarifying declarations
from the %“ar Department, unmistakably
underlines the thesis that the entire fu-
ture of the Japanese 1in the United
State rests with the success or failure
of the volunteer program, The alterna-
tives before us are to speed the allcvia-
tion of the situation in which 100,000
of America's Japanese are now stagnating,
or to aggravate it and face rougher go-
ing along the road ahead.

Eligible nisei who have been sitting
back in the misleadins, hope that they
will be drafted later, and that they
therefore need.not step forth now, can
no longer +leave it.up to the = other
guys.”. It is now cléar that the “War De-
partment's program does not provide =2
fence which can be straddled convenient-
ly by those who are unwilling to discard
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SMAKE O BREAK

their complacency, There can be no more

holding back with “yes, but? ratiomali-
zations, ‘
And if it should be charsed that we

are bein> forced to voluntger, let 1% be
renenbered first that the ,compulsion a-
rises only from our own dilemma. Our &i-
lemna, it is true, may not be of our mak-
ing, but that does not alter the fact
that we are in it and cannot afford to
refuse or make ill use of the opsportuni-
ty that is now ours to grasp, And let 1t
he renembered, secondly, that it is
idoubtful’ that we will be given another
chance to show, with dramatic effective-
ness, the solid American stuff which we
claim we are made of,

The hard, unrelenting Tact is that
the Tix we are in--and the extent and im-
portance of all that is at gtake--does
not permit vetty ouibbling and souirting
of hyper-sensitive criticism at the one
grcat ehance ‘'we have, For the burden we
bear is that we are to decide in no
small measure, whether the gzenerations
to follow us will walk the nain streets
of Amcrica as erual citizens, or seek
the sidc strects as dosplsed pariahs.

--D.D.M.

MEREDOKA DARECTOR YOLTES FAETH

Dyke  Miyagawa wrote DMiyagawa, I refer to Win- LS43 with a similar obsger-
last weck in an editorial ston Churchill's +tribute vation. The cuestion is:
in the Irrigator: "For to the handful of Iurri- *’ill s suficient number of
the burden we bear is that cane fighter pilots who Japanese Americans of this
we are to decide in no defended London azainst generation act now to sé-

small measure whether the

the German blitz of 1640,

cure their posterity? As

generations to follow us Churchill said that never I have learned to know the
will walk the main streets in history did ¢“so many people of !inidoka, both
of America as equal citi~ owe so much to so few,* old and young, I am confi-
zens, or seek the 8ide- I am positive that fu- dent the boys have the

streets a3 degpised pari- ture
ahs,*"
As m parallel to the

thought expressed by Mr., Japanese

penerations of Japa-
- nese Aiericans will look

back upon the voluntary
military unit of

“solid American stuff? ne-
cepsary, and they will do
it, H.L., Statford - -

Project Director

The articles on this
issues of the

Hunt, Idaho,

page have been reprinted from the February 13 and 17
“}iinidoka Irrigator,® the weekly newspader of the WRA center at




HERE'S WHY WE'RE VORUNTEERING

TARQ KATAYAMA: *My reason for volun-
teering is simple, America is the only
countyy I -have ever known, Whatever

benefits in 1liie I have raceind un to

now, I have received as an Amerjican cit-

izen, ¥hatever I may make of my life in
the future, I want to do so in this
country, I could not do this® with a

clear conselence, nor would I be deserv-
ing of the chance, 1T I shirked now the
duty and the opportunity I have as a
citizen to serve this nation in her
fight for survival,”

* WALTER NAKATA: "I volunteered hecause
I felt it was the natural thing to do,¥

ROBFRT S. IKI: "One of the privileges
of having principles is to be able to
fight for them," :

HENRY H. EBIHARA: “You cen say that I
volunteered for a selfish reason, Yes,
perhaps that 1s +true, because first of
all I want to . assure happiness and se-
curity in Amerlea for my parents, bro-~
. thers and sisters, This is their coun-
try, This {8 my ¢ountry. There is no othe
er oountry for us, It is our struggle
for survival so that we can assure for
ourselves & place in our country, the
United States of Amsrica, Our future in
America is at stake-e-our acts now will
decide how we are to live in Anerios--
whether as free people or looked upon
with suspicion and hate, because we ree
fused to take part when the security of
our nation was endangered,¥

GEORGE KAWAI: I am a stateless per-
son and am not an American citizen, But
I am willing to fight for any government
which gives me a gun tq fight against
fasciam, That is my veason for volunteer-
ing.*

JAMES COKI: "I bonslider myself an edu—
cator, I have been doing what 1little I
could to advance +the cause of common
man's struggle ageinst tyrenny, . My vol-
unteerdng'in ths armed forces of the
United States is merely an extenzion of
my daily activitiss as a humble teacher,
I am against the military-fascist dice
tatorship that rules Japan, Germany, and
‘all the other Axis-domimated nations, I
am for true demoqragy everywhere, And I
am' willing to die feor my prinéiple,
which {s at the same time the -rinciple

4.

for which the United Nations are fight-
ing, This is the only 1mportant reason
Tor ay volunteering,™

WOBUO KITAGAXI: “My one desire has
been to join my elosest friends, the
sons of ‘our neighbors back home, and my
brother in this fight for freedom-~now I
oan be near them,”

ERNEST S, ITYAMA:

"I have always be-
lieved in fighting for the freedom and
right of the "common man," Belleving
that these prineiples for which we have
been struggling are at stake in this war,
and Dbelieving that a victory over our
enemies abroad will be a vietory over
our enenies at home, I want %o tale up
arms to help hurry this people's wvictory
and the people's peace to follow,?

S, KITAGAWA: I volunteered to serve
in the armed forces of the United States,
because I am eonvineced that the govern-
ment is really sincere in 1ts efforts to
give us and our families a chance to

-prove ourselves loyhl Americans beyond a

doubt, The formation of a successful all
volunteer combat team should prove our

‘loyalty to the land of our birth,”

For the sake and fu-
who are gtaying
I am volun-

KANO ¥, ARIMOTO:
ture of all Japanese
here in the United States,

teering ny services to this, my country,' .

TED IMAL: “IL'm no chump, “'ho knows, I
may’?ﬁrggﬁghted for one reason Qr ano-~
ther, But no one can say I'm not trying.
Bver thinl of your future--your family‘s
and your friendw? I heve,’

KARL AKIYA: ‘I was educated in Japan
where T learned the meaning of fasoism
and vhere I learned to fight against 1lts
anpressive reasures, I fought lis police
dogs and 1ts military lackeys, As I now
voluntegr to serve in the United States
Army I am thinking not only of dafbhding
American democracy agalnst all foes, but
also of whatever contribution ¥ may be
able to make toward the emancipation of
all peoples, inoluding the common people
of Japan, from their fascist mastere, I
am haopy to know <$hat many of the-so-
callad “kibei”, who have often been cha-
racterized @s ‘pro-Axis?, have joined
our ranks, and I hope that I shall be
able to see more of them as my comrades-~
at-arns,”



WAR DEPARTMENT STATES
REASONS FOR ®AJ* UNIT

~ In a wire sent here recently, Colonel Scoby of the
Of fice of the Assistant Secretary of Var made the fol-
lowing steterent orn the reasons behind the separate
Janancse fAmerican combat unit plan:

Th: oquastion that has arisenr most frecuently is
“Why is a scgrogatcd unit being formed and will the
coitbat trzam fizht in the same battle arcas with Cauca-
sian troonst?? The Scceretary of ar has directed that
the followiag reply be brought to the attention of
all Jananese Anericans within jour center:

It is onlv because the 'ar Department desires %o
aid the loval Japanese .mericans that a senarate unit
is being formed. 1illlions of people are not familiar
with the Japanese Amsricans., By their forming an all
Japanesé American combat team on a voluntary basis the
Americen people will be »resented with the incontrover-
tibdle .fact that there are loyal Jananese. Amerikcans who
are willing to fight for the United States, If invo-
luntarees were spread throughout the Aray their enlist-
ments would attract little attention but the formation
of an all Japanese American combat team comosed en-
tirely of volunteers will help tremendously to con-
vince thosze who opnose the Japanese American,

It.is, hoped that the Japancse Anerican combat team
will become one of the outztanding units of the Aneri-

can Army. This combat team will fight with and as a
part of a Caucasian {orce, The “ar Department has
faith in the loyal Japancse Americans, This is a

splendid oprnortunity to demonstrate to the sAmerican
neople and to the ‘ar Department that Japanese Ameri-
cans have faith in Ameriea, A success of the program
and the voluntary Teature of induction will be a great
sten forward in the rehabiliiation plans for Japanese

Americans,
ETTER __

A VOLUNTEER'S L
: (Continued from Page 1)
gimentation of rman's will desire rezlized unless we

to fight and sirive for are willing now--when the
the betterment of his posi~- Var Depsrtment offers us

tion, the chance to fight for

I believe that it 1i& America on the battlefront
the desirc -of . every Japa- ‘«<to devote the utroat of
nogc Ameriean  today to0 ourselves to this cause,
have his children live 28 and +to let not the dark-
respected citizens in & ness of our present situa-
democratiec America, and tion or our grievances
not as a hated people, prevent us from proving

destitute of hone, courage
and contentment.
Yet we cannot have this

our worth before the eyes
of the American public.
K070 KITAIURA

INSURANCT FOR
INDUCTEES NOW
MADE POSSIBLE

Lvery inductee who’
makes an anplication in
writing (made within 120
days after entrance into
the Army) will be granted
insurance on the five-year
level premium term -)lan by
the United States agalnst
the death of that person
occurring while his insur-
ance is in force,

The o»payments will be
nade to the following be-
neficiaries and in  the
order named: (a) to the

widow or widower Qf the
insured, if living and un-
remarried; (b) to the
c¢hild or children, if liv-
ing, in eoual shares, if
the insured leaves no wi-
dow or widower; (c) to the
dependent mother or father,
if'1living, in e~ual shares,
in the cevent the insured
leaves no widow or widower,
or child,

The premium rates will
be based upon the American
Exnerience Table of Llorta-

1ity and intevest at 3%
per year,

The insurance becomes
effective from the first

day of the month following
the date of application,
It will be 1issued in any
multiple of 3500 and the
amount of the insurance
for one person will not be
less than $1,000 or more
than #10,000,

WHAT OF THE FUTURE®?

(Cont, from Page 1)
known, We'll help you, Un-
cle Sam, by showing our
selves worthy of your sup-
port -80 -that the future of
us and our dear ones will
not be the life of pariahs,

5
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This picture draim from Battalion of

ah orfieinl U,5, Arry pho- Wiscensin,
to shows a trio of anti- ‘“he
tank troons attucned *to

the famous 100th Inlantry

“Fighting 100th,"
composed mostly of Ameri-
cans of Japanese ancestry,

%11%%@3 Ej@@ E@i

Canp licCoy, was formerly a Hawalian
National Guard Unit.

Many times the umit has
won generous commendations
from military officials,

BENERAL PRE

Brig. Gen. R, Mittelstaedt, Maui Dis-~
trict (Hawail) commander of the U.S. Ar-
my, recently paid tribute to American
soldiers of Japanese anecestry in a
speech at Baldwin high school in obser~
vanae of the opening of volunteering on
Maul for the proposed Japanese American
combat unit,.

"Before ooming here I served with the
army 4n California and commanded Califor-
nia troops," thée genergl said, "Among
the men under me were many Americans of
Japanese ancestry, and I want to say
they were among the best scldiers we had,

"We are proud of them and the record
they made., They are very fine, high

6
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NISEL TROOPS

class soldiers and the type of soldiers
who present no disciplinary problems, We
were very sorry to lose them when they
were sent east,"

(The Ameriean Japanese goldiers of
whom Gen. Mittelstaedt refers were Cal-
ifornia nisei who were in training at
varicus U,S., Army posts 1in California
before evacuation. At the time of evacu-
ation the nisei soldiers were also re~
assigned to new posts outside the Wes-
tern Defense Command,)

Gen, Mittelstacdt had high pralge for
the part the Amcricans of Japanese ex-
traction have playcd in the goneral war .
effort, T




SQLDIERS
1947 DEPEN

The Servicemen's Denen-

dents Allowance Act of
1942 authorizes the pay-
ment of monthly family al-
lowances to certain rela-
tives and denendents of en-
listed men,

For the purposes of

family allowances, the re-
latives and dependents of
a soldier are divided into

two classes, Class A" and
Class "3, Class “AY rela=-
tives do not have to be

dependent unon the soldier
in order to be eligible
for a family allowance. In
Class ‘A" are the wife and
children of +the soldier.
In Class “B" are the par-
ents, brothers, sisters,
and grandchildren of " tho

PRESS €O

Following Secretary of
War Stimson's announcement
of the Army plan to form a
special combat unit of ni-
sei enlistees, editorials
hailing the plan appearcd
in  numerous  newsrvapers
throughout the nation., Pe-
low are a few excernts
from some of thesc napers:

WILMINGTON (Dcl,) INEWS:
“In opening the Army's
ranks to enlistment by
American-born Japanese,
Secretary of Var Stimson
has taken a wholly justi-
fied move. The great major
ity of this group is tho-
roughly Anerican in back-
ground, thinking and ex-
perience, i‘ost of its mem~
bers are as patriotic and
as loyal to this countiry
as voung men of German, I-
rish and British descent
now in American uniform.”

ARE |
DINTS ACT

Class "“B" depen-~ ? g \/IJ j\‘ & EJ

UNDER

soldicr,
dents must be dependent
upon the soldier for a sub-

stantial vportion of ,their
support,
Each allowance is made

up of money deducted from
the soldier's pay and mon-
ey contributed by tho gov-

cronncnt, For @example a
wife (no children) re-
czives a check for 550

every month, Of this, the
governacnt has contributed
328, The raomainder, or $22,
has been decducted from the
soldicr's pay. The povern-
ment contributes for ecch
child an  ~dditionnl 510,
The monthly allowance of
the Claos “BY denendents
runs on ~ sinilzor basis,

104 BN
Ny, TI;18: ",,.The e-
nicode touches one's Sym-
pathies, These Japanese
are  American  ecitizens,

just =2s are the young nen
of German and Italian des-
cent who are loyal members
of our fighting services,,
Their eagerness now to be
in the nation's battle may
ameliorate their rather

lonesome lot in this coun-
Loyt

ATLANTA (Ga,). _ggm STITU -
TICOW: There 1is 1little
doubt, onecq trained, they
(nisei  enlistees) will

for:m combats units of high-
28t value in the fighting
zones,

S.F, CHRONICLE: "The
decision of the "lar Depart-
ment to trent them like o-
ther citizens in the mus-
tering of men for the
armed forces will gratify

2UBLICAT:
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DAY S

Men betwecn the nges
of 17 and 38 may still
volunteer to be enlisted
in.the United States Ar-
my combnt unit until 9
Pii, Wednesday, !Iarch 10,

Volunteering office
j has  Dbeen set up at the
i east end of Rec 4,

I'rom konday, lMarch 8,
office hours will be
Ifrom 9 AM to 9 PM,

OLDEST TOPAZ.
VOILUNTEER

The oldest person in
Tonaz to offer his servi-
ces to the armed forces of
the TUnited States during
the last few weelks of reg-
istration here wrs an is-

sei, now sixty yecars of
e .
He hos 1lived in  this

country for forty consecu-
tive years, Although he
wns many years over the
conmb~t nre, he showed his
exgorness o snend the re-
moining days of his life
serving the cause of demo-
cracy in this »resent war,

His applieation for vo-
luntery enlistment was ac-
cepted by the registration
nersonncl for considera-
tion by the War Department,

all who have felt that the
only proper test in the
case 1s loyalty, not ra-
cial origin.* .

SPRINGFIELD (jlnss,) RE-~ .
"The organiza-
tion of such a unit for
military service would
surely create a good . im-
pression among the mass of
Amcricans M
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