m‘-‘ R PLEASED

.:'h Expresslng his. gratifi-
.‘cation over the'War-Depart- his office yesterday morning,

ment's decision %o recruit
'a combat team from the ni-
sei, Dillon 8. Myer, na-
tional WRA head, sent the
foll@Wing massage to. To-

paz.:
. "Y find deep satisfac-
tion in the announcement

by Secretary of War Henry
L. ©Stimson that a combat
team composed of American
citizens of Japanese an-
cestry is to be recruited
by the  'United States Army
for active service - in s
theater of war., This an-
nouncement makes January
28, 1943, the most signi-
ficant date of the last 10
months for persons of Jap-
anese ancestry in the Uni-
ted States.

- "Many have told me in
conversations and Jletters
of their desire for active
service in the armed for-
ces of this country, TFor
many months I have been
looking forward with them
to the ti=ne when their de-
sire might be realized,

P ALl TRel i Ties 'of | the
WrA, Dboth at the reloca-
tion centers and in Wash-
ington, will immediately
be placed at the disposal
Qf the - War Department fto

speed the formatlon of the
combat team announced by
Mr, S‘timson. "};

. e e e e Bt e e e

SIX RESIDENTS
GIVE TO JACL
NATIONAL FUND

Contributions to the
National JACL. fund from 6
Topaz residents were ag-
tmowledged this  week by
Hito Okada, treasurer, of
Salt Lake City,

The. contributors were:
Y, Sakai, $25; .D,T. Uchida,
#25; S, Suzukawa, #5; Kay
Hirao, $5; Nobumitsu Taka-

hashi #2 50; and James o
dagiri

tion of a

Feiting this
Privete

WAR DEPARTMENT PLANS TO ORGANIZE
JAPANESE AMERICAN COMaAr [EAM

vuASHINGTOL., DAy, Jan, 29=<At a

Press conference in
Seceretary  of War; . Henry .

L. Stimson issued the following press release:
"The War Department announced today that plans have
been completed for the admission of a substantial N um-=

ber of - American citizens
of Japanese ancestry to
the Army of the TUnited
States,

"This action was taken
following study by the War
Department of many earnest
requests by loyal American
citizens of Japanese ex-
traction for the organiza-
special unit of
the Army
could have their
the fight:
tion's enemies,™

The 1initial procedure
in the ~formation of the
unit authorized by Secret-

snare in

ary Stimson will be volun-

tary 1induction, the War.
Department announced, Fa-
cilities for this will be

nation-wide,

dawaiian Islands and the
War Relocation centers in
this country, No indivi-

dual will be inducted if
doubt exists as to his lo-
yalty upon induction,

The nisei will begin
training as a combat team
Ior serviece in: an. active
theater, This combat team
will include the customary
elements of infantry, ar-
tillery, c¢nginéer and me-
dieal personnel, No effort
will be spared in develop-
ing it into an efficient,
well-rounded, hard-hitting
unit,:

The new unit will be
trained  separately .from
the battalion of Americans
of Japanese extraction--
originally @ Hawaiian Na-
tional Guard - organization

in which they.

against the na--

including the

PRINCIPLE OF
ACTION GIVEN

The basic principle
- prompting the War Depart-
ment's latest action was
given by Seeretary Stim-
'son in a statement re~ |
leased with the Depart-
ment announcement as fol-
lows: - \
"It i8 the  inherent:
right of every faithful
citizen, regardlegss :of
| ancestry, to bgar 'arms
in the nation's battle.
When, -.obstacles. to :the
free ' expression of that
right are imposéd by -‘em-.
ergency: -considerations,.
those barriers should be
removed: as soon &S human—i
ly possible, H RUR, i
"Loyalty to fqountry
ls a voice, that must be

heard, @ amd ~I amglad |
that I am. now:able to
cive actiye  proof-that
| this basic ' American be-
lief is not a casualty
of war," IR
--which 1s already a ‘com~

ponent of the Army,

The War Department's
action, it was ‘announced,:
is part of a:'larger’
ram which will enaghde - all
loyal American ¢itizens of
Japanese ancestry to
their prover contribution
toward winning the war--.
through employment in war
production as well as mi-
litary service,

NISEI SOLDIERS VISIT

Nisci soldiers now vi-
City include
First Class Fred

Nomiya, Camp VWnlters, Tex-

NG LT Y ;
visiting his.family:
and "Private First Class
Yoshic Tomino, Kentucky,
herc to 'see his cousin,. .

as,

PTOB~

.make ..
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