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summary of ' Project Di-
rector Charles F. Ernst's
message to residents of
Topaz concerning the WRA
registration, given at the
special meeting called by

the Administration Monday
evening:
The principal purpose

of the registration begin-
pinashlebmiagr el sof all
men and women 17 years of
age and over now residing
in the 1Q relocation cen-
ters '1s to exvoedite com-
plete relocation of all
the. residents in these 10
centers.

The WRA, assisted By
various governmental and
private agencies, has set
up the necessary offices
throughout the country for
finding definite job op-
portunities in line with
the specific occupational
abilities of the men and
women now residing in the

centers,

In order to give the
people of the. TUnited
States a correct evalua-

tion of the recidents, the

WRA 1s conducting a nation-

wide educational campaign,

- The first step was the
press release from Secret-
ary of War Stimson which,
“among other things, gave
that the War De-
partment considered Ameri-
.can*.-citizens of Japanese
ancestry to be loyal and,
as such, deserving the
full rights of cltizen-
ship.

The next step was the
endorsement of Secretary
Stimson's announcement by
President Ronsevelt, The
Preglident's statement will
have

ing all the governmental

agencles to the support of
WRA relocation pro-
(Cont'd, on page 2 )

the

"relocation

the effect of bring -

LIEUT, TRACY DISCLOSES

GOVERNMENT'S

PURPOSE AT SPECIAL RESIDENT MEETING

The

official War Department proclamacion presented

Monday evening by Lieutenant William L, Tracy at a
meeting called by the Administration, bringing togeth-

er representative.
~ We are here
to you within the next few
minutes, Some question-
naires are to be distrib-
uted among you and what 1s
said here is by .way of ex-
plaining what use the gov-
ernment intends to make of
them,

~ Our mission
experiment but marks
radical extension and
broadening of a policy
which has always intended
that ways should be found
to return you %o a normal
way of life,

Presentations such as
this one are being made
simultaneously at all the
centers over
the United States., All ci-
tizens in this country who
are of Japanese blood are

is not an
the

being told the same things,

R Theie sl faort 158 not- ‘8
campaign or a drive but 1is
an attempt to find a work-
able solution for the
acute wartime problem of
one portion of our popula-
tion. Its fundamental pur-
pose 1is to put your situ-
ation on a plane which is
consistent with the digni-
ty of American citizen-

. Ship,

What 4is done 1s being
done with the authority of
the government of the Unl-

ted States and with the
approval of the War De-
partment. But whether it

is to be successful will
depend finally upon the
voluntary acts of free Am-
erican citizenss

You may object that
this--your 1life here--~1is

realdentas
on a2 mission which will be made plain

of Topaz, follows:

not freedom, The circum-
stances were not of your
own choosing, though 1t 1s
true that the majority of
yvou and of your families
accepted the restrictions
placed upon your life with
1little complaint and withe
out deviating from loyaltly
to the United States,

In any time of crisis,
however, when national
survival presents 1itself
as the all-important is-
sue, the best interests of
the few must sometimes be
temporarily sacrificed or
disregarded for what seems
the good of the many. The
proof of a nation's good
faith™ 1's'™ to" 'be founa ™ 1n
whether it moves to re-
store Tfull privileges at
the carliest opportunity.

Admittedly this past
year has been for you &
period of considerable
hardship and great anxiety.
That was because war came
to the United States and
imposed extraordinary bur-
dens upon all of its citi-

zens, Our citizens every-
where feel these burdens
increasingly., Your own

burdens have differed from
those of the majority of
our population in kind and
in degree, bringing you
perhans greater anguish of
mind, The decisions which
led to your present situa-
tion were studied as care-

fully @as the rush of ev-
ents permitted, and The
steps taken were 1in the

(Conttd, on page 2 )
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interest of national Sse-
curity &and 1n behalf of
your personal safety. You

are aware of the reasons
for what was done,

Not all Japanese Ameri-
cans 4are loyal to theilr
covernment, Not all mem-
bers of any group of our
pooulation -~ even those
whose ancestors came here
hundreds of years ago-=-are
fully loyal to their coun-
TV .

That 1s so because ours
is a free society, permit-
ting the individual often
to choose 1in what measure
he will contribute to the
common good, In all groups
there are individuals ' who
will not aceept any obli-

gation to the land which
gives them their op»nortu-
nity. Wherever you find
them &end whatever their
blood may be, they are the
disloyal ones,

When war came between
Japan and the United
States, there were immedi-

ately two difficult prob-
lems for our government 1in
connection with that part
of its population which 1s
of Japanese blood. The

first was how to deal fair-

ly with the loyal citizen
who wishes only to serve
this country, The second
was how to protect this
nation from the acts ef

those who are not loyal.
It would have Dbeen a

good thing 1f . both,. O

these obligations could

have been met at one time,
That was not possible be-
cause 1t has never been
the practice of the United
States to intrude into the
privacy of 1its citizens
and to keep track of all
of their movements and
make a check of their loy-
alty.

Therefore, until a bet-
ter way could be found, &
general policy had to be
followed which in the long
run has no doubt tested
severely the loyalty of
those among you who wished
only to serve the United
States,

Of that, the government

has been aware, but one

risk
be taken,
best to

or the other had *to
and it seemed
upon the

count

and before

of
and

continuing
those whose

loyalty
hearts

minds were with this coun-

try rather than to accep?t
the daneger from the dis-
loyal acts of those who

were not so,

It is felt now that be=-
fore any change 1s made
you are asked
to make any new decisions
these words in explanation

are owed to you,

What is wanted by your
government 1s that your
strength shall be added toO

that of the rest of the na-

tion 1in its present fight
with its enemies and that
ways shall be found to re-
store you as quickly as
may be to your normal and
rightful share in the pre-
sent life and work of the

people of the United
States.,
This does not mean a

promise of any relief from
worry &and bardship, Tfor
these will continue for
all of us until the war 1is
won, But it does mean that
such hardships as you &are
now experiencing will be

gradually replaced by the
same hardships which are
now being experienced by
other American families--
the hardships of saying
goodbye to family when you
leave home to fight for
the United States and the
hardship of getting along
without many things which
Americans have always re-
carded as necessities,
Americans of Japanese
blood are wanted to fight
for the United States like
any other citizens, They
are wanted for combat duty
where +they are fitted for
combat duty and for war
work where they are best

suited for war work, They
are wanted  because the
government &and the Army

are convinced of their loy
alty. And they are wanted
not less Dbecause of their
ability as soldiers and as
citizens doing useful work
for the American communityv,
You h:ave superior qualifi-
cations for +the kind of
service in whieh it is in-
tended $0 use you,
(Cont'd on next page)
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gram and will open up Op-
portunities for empl oyment

under the provisions of
the national manpoweIr pIro-
gram,

As a result of the an-
nouncement of President
Roosevelt and Secretary
Stimson, articles are ap-

pearing in the newspapers
and magazines pointing out
the constructive efforts
of Japanese, and encour-
aging communities and in-
dividuals to assist in the

‘"relocation program.

The War Department has
prepared a proclamation e
the residents of each of
the centers which has now
been given to the resi-
dents of Topaz by Lieuten-
ant William L, Tracy.

He has received from
the committee of Topaz re-~
sidents appointed Dby the
chairman of the City Coun-
cil, a list of ouestions,
and these guestions and

their answers have been

made available to all re- .

sidents of Topaz,
Representatives from

the War Department are now

at each of the 10 reloca-
tion centers offering
young men of selective

service age an opportunity
to enlist in a combat unit
composed principally of
Japanese American evacuees,
This enrollment is part
of the over-all registra-
tion of all men &and women
17 years of age and over
for service as required by
the United States 1in 1n-
dust#y and agriculture, &s
well as in the military.
Obviously, the most ef-
fective announcement that
could be made to the peo-
ple of the United States
in support of the Presi-
dent's statement will be
whole-hearted acceptance
of this opportunity to en-
roll 1in the nation's ser-

vice,
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These are among the pri-
mary purposes of the ques-

tionnaire which 1s to be
executed by you., Those who
are willing and are loyal,
of military age and physi-
cally fit, are being asked
to volunteer for induction
into the Army of the Unit-
ed States., Thnse who are
loyal but for some reason

are not qualified for mili-

tary service--the young
“men and the young women--
will be given the opportu~
nity to suopport the war
effort by work on the hbdme
front,

The major pourpose of

what 1s being done here,
however, - 1s =this: There
are some individuals in
this center whose ties
with +the Japanese Empire
are such as to disqualify
them for positions of
trust in this country,
This does not mean that
they will not be treated

humanely, but it does mean
that it would be unwise

for this government in
this @ Time “®©f cxrisls %o
give +them an opportunity
to endanger the national

security. Therefore, steps
must be taken to determine

those 1individuals in whom
the United States can
place full trust and con-

fidence, The ocuestionnaire

is a means to that end,
Your government would

not take these steps un-

less it intended to go fur-

ther in restoring you to a
normal place in the life
of the country, with the

privileges and obligations

of other American citizens,

The 1invitation +to  the
young men here to volun-
teer is simply a token of
its good faith and further
interest,

~ As was the case with
all other Americans of mi-
litary age who were first
given the chance to volun~
teer for service, and if

they did not so volunteer
were then inducted into

the Army via the Selective
Service, it is contempla~-

ted that in the normal pro-

cess of building our Army,
those among you who do not
volunteer but are of the
right age and physically
fit will probably be taken
into the military service

Sp@cial Number

in due time,
That is a nart of shar-
ing the lot of the general

population of this country,.

You would nnt want that
you would b»e treated dif-
ferently than other Ameri-
cans, Universal service 1is
now the national policy
and in the lona run there
is no better way to anpor-
tion our present military
responsibilities.

However, the plan now
being contemplated is that
Americans of Japanese
blood will be formed into
their own combat team, You
may want to know why it 1is
being done this way. The
reason is that if your
strength  were diffused
through the Army of the
United States-«-as has al-
ready been done with many
other Americans of  your
blood-~relatively 1little
account would be taken of
vour action, You would be
important only as man-pow-

er--nothing more, But
united@, and working to-
gether, vou woeuld become a

symbol of something great-
er than vour Aindividual
selves, and the effect
would be felt both in the
United States and abroad,
All other Americans would
long remember what you had

done for the country, and
ANY BOTILES
TODAY?
Bottle, Dbottle, who

has the bottle?

Dr, Donnell Boardman,
anpointive chicf for the
Tovaz Hospital, has is-
sued an appeal to all
residents to Ireturn to
the hospital any pre-
scriotion bYottles which
they may - have in %heir
possession, He said that
with the possibility of
obtaining new proscrip-
tion bottles almost nil,
and with probably less
than 3000 bottles in the
entire area, the short-

aze has_become so acute
at the hospital that it

will be a great service
if peovle can contri-
bute whatever bottles

they have in thelr pos-
gession,

Page 3

(CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 2)

you would be a 1living re-
proach to those who have

been nrejudiced against
you because of your Japa-
nese blood, Can 1t be

doubted that this would
mean a greatly improved Te-
lationship between you and
all other parts of the A-
merican population in the
post-war neriod? To the
nations atroad, and espe-
cially to the peovles of
the East, you would pro-
vide the measure of the
solidarity of peonle who
get +together in the nane
of democracy.

Accordingly, you will
be given the same pay and
the same chance for ad-
vancement as other Ameri-
can soldiers. As you prove
yourself ocualified for of-
ficership, you will be gi-
ven training for cammis-
sioned service and the on-
ly-. limits .which will be
placed upon how many of
you are advanced to com-
missioned 2zrade will be

determined by your own
willingnéss and ability,
It is recognized that in

point of aptitude Tfor
military service by reason
not only of your natural
ability but of your educa-
tion, many of .you are suit-
able offlicer material,

It was believed that

"you would want a straight-

forward presentation of
this new proposal by the
government, and therefore
the explanation of the
plan behind the question-
naire has been made as sim
ple as possible,

It is not necessary for
me to anpeal to the loyal-
ty of those who are loyal,

If there are any ques-
tions in your minds with
regard Yo the policy or to
the ouestionnaire, we will
try to answer them during
our stay here at the Cen-

PeT.,

VISITING SOLDIERS

Scldiers visiting Topaz
during. the past wesk were:
Tech, Sgt. Minoru Nakayama,
Ft, Benjamtn; Pfe, Masao
Yamamoto, Camp Savage,
Minn, ; Pfc, Wataru Kamiya,

Ft, Buss, Texas; and Pvl,
James - Qkada, Ft, Sill,

Okla,
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