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HMINIDOX PR;LIhINARY RZPORT IN A NEW FRON.IER COMTUNITY

Adm1n1utrutoro, Colonicts Strive -To Solvo Impicdiat
b aylonta s o Du“t, Crowded Barracks

Tho Facecs of Minidoka valoct tho Dot“rnlnutlon
0f Its Residents to oot the Challenge of Arid
Sagcland, Wind and Sun on the Iddi o Descrt

By Lar'r’y $. Tajiry

A Las wock wo spent a- da 2t Minidokas We met its pcoploe
- and their udnlnlgtrAtorg, tuuthd its fuod, chokod in 1tﬂ dust.

This is a prolinlnwrj rcporte Tho story of hlnldoka will
be’told in ‘the months—-—porhapu years=-to comecs This is an
omprcssion of Minidoka as it is today, throc wecks 'since the

»arrlvql of the first cvacuce coloniutu. i

-Minidokn: is'a rolocation contur, onc:of the ten in
Arlzona, Cal ifornia, Idcho, Wyoming, Utah, Colorado and -
Arkonsas which will be the wartime hom,u for méet  of the
110,000 Japancsc who wcre évacuated by military order fron
the great coastal citics and farmland west of Sicrras-and
wcst of the Cascadcese ,

Minidoka is locatcd in Jcrorc countv in gouthcentral
Idaho. Its 68,000 acres of virgint desort gageland arc some
4,000 fcct ubovo gch-1lcvyel, Thu longcst distance from. border
-to ‘border in the rclocation arca is flftovn milege - Whon
construction twrork is - complectod- the™ ‘cortiunity will have 35
’blocku of-15: buildings -cachs. Each of 'thesc blocP units will
bé corinosed of barrnchu; a’dining holland a-recreation
building, ‘Thefc will bo 37 dlnln" he 1387 i “ll. A 200=becd
hospital is ncaring complction. MlnldOLu aill have.a firc
‘dem rtriont with: W”tur from two hugc™ tO\cr ~avw11ablo for any
ororgoney. It will have a‘tcolcphonc éxchangc’and a cormunity
necwpapor. Therc will be two gradc schools and a high schoole
Therc will be utOrCu’ movics and mocting halls. Mlnldoka
vl havatiall thn servicos which norm)jly s rvo a connunlty
‘of ton ‘thousand, / ‘ P

Minido‘ku v111 bc a nodorn Amoric nv01tv——front10r otylo.

1

Fron U S Hir hwwy 50 you cwn goc ‘the cloud=lavyers ‘of
dust ‘vhich form an umbrella over Minidoka. ' Eden, a sl
conmunlty of scviral hundred persons, is.the' goteoway to
Minidoka. The War Rclocation -Authority has takon over @
scrvice gtoation and garage for. its officc at Edons :The
nearcst "big-town" is Twin Falls, aboul, 60 #iles away. With-
‘in a ronth Minidoka; ‘with its" C&p“cltj populﬂtlon of 10 OOO,
will rival Tw1n Palls in s8igd.

There is feverdish uCthlty Ct Hlnldoka as construction

work is spcocded to accermiodate “thg trglnlo~c ‘of “cvacucos
s arriving fror the Puyallup and Portland as cmblv contors.
mem,cmmmngdmm rmrdmmimuumnwdrmdw Thrgo
thoigand white conutrvctlon Woriors orc building Mlnldokn
undcr thc dircction of U.S. Army Engincers. That is tho
cxplonation for the Army M. P.'e who stand on stolid guard

throughout ‘the center arca, - Whon' consfruction is complcted,
Lkt Arny will relinquish control of ‘the' 'arca to the WRA. igc

- Arnmy scntrios’will ‘be w1thdrHWn nnd 58 troncd outuldc tho

”rclocatlon progoct.'

Mlnldoka prcuontu'a nroLt ‘chgincorins problon—-tho con-
utructlon of ‘the- physical foxtureu of z"connunlty of '10,000--
and a ‘groat ‘sociologicil chhllcngc ths ¢mergency rcloc “tion
of ton thousand hnm"n beings ‘on’ ryw dos,rt l“nd. :

®

The Poople of Minidoka _ ki’

“Phat story of ' a comnunity ig thc ‘story of its poople. The
pcoplc of Minidoka with tho: oxccpblon of "'ﬁow non-Japanosc
administratorsand speeialistsiarc of Ja Danoso ancostrV. "But
the distinction cnds’ thore.' Tho ‘pecople ‘arc young and old,
strong and infiran, citizcns: and aliens. ‘A fow uctm, nonthu

fai e

ago thoy werc farmers and vhitecollar worikers, shuadont:
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canncry \orLcru, housowives and demctics. Somc were orystor-
rcn and clamdiggers who spent the dawn in..the.clear, icy
waters of the Puget Sound . Othors werc CIO lumochac“" and
sawmill workers, Some handled producc on Westorn Avenuc in
Scattlc. Others haulod thigs samc producc into the cib ics
from the truck farms of the:Japancsce The young mon of
Minidoka comc fromn the campus of the Univorsity of Washington
aend from the poolhalls and cafes gouth of Yecasler Way in
Scattlc. The people of Minidoka have a rcgional contity in
their love of tho Pacific Northwest which hos boon th(lr
homecs Asidc frgm: this, howcver, they arc as diversificd in
their talents and in their thinking as arc tho people of any
Anicrican cormunity or unJ conﬁunltv in the dcmocratic world.

Thc common pgonlc arc tho strongth of any dcmoeratic
nation. The pcoplc of Minidoks arc gtrong and cagey and
willing to attack the tromendous problems vhich foce then.
Thc faccs of Minidoke rcflect a deternination to mcet the
challenge of dcscrt end wind and sune - Truc, thQro werc tears
in the cyes of somerand in some & defeatict acecptance of the
incvitable, . But the naJor ify. roitcrate tho words - of one
young colonist who saids Mlnldoks has trcrnondous -pot@n-
tialitican": : . e

Adninistration Sympathctic

Tho’peoplo in their strugglc to o tanligh new honies  in
the sa~cland of southern Idch o hove the .help, "vnuuthy and
understgending of capeble Caucasion administratorss - Thoe
projcct dircctor is Harry L. Stafford, an cnglncor from the-
Dcm rtrent of A"Tlculturc. Hig-.assistant.is Philip Schafor,
Tormeorly of thc.fcderal sceurity administration. In throo
wecks t”cv have won the confidencc of tho pcople, of Minidoka,

Projcct administr: tors Stafford end Schafer arc dotermincd
that concentration camp conditions shall not exist at Min-
idoka.

Wo spont several hours with the- projoct administrators.
Our impression of their attitude can be boiled down to this:

! The people of Mlnldoha werce -evacuated from their honces
beeause of wartime oxigency They will be rclocated under
conditiong as normal as \nrti1o conditions will porrit.
Most of the pcople will be confined in the relocation arca
for .the durction but in no othor aspcct will Minidoka ro-
serble a conccntr;tion COTFID .

The admlni strat ors refor to the pboplc os "colonists"
not :as "intcrnees.". Thc mcss halls arc called dlnln” halls,.”
The cantecn is doucrlbcd ag the communlty stora.” Thore arc
other cfforts to cstablish a comnunltJ spirit.

Dust and houglnr arc :tho *unpdlutc problems which face

he poople of Mlnldokr Tho dMlnlytrﬂtOrd rcecognize this.

‘Thoy say:  "Until wec can get .rocfs over all our pcople and

lick thc terrlblc dust, we aron't soing to. think about any-
thing elsc. : -

Something 1s .being donc about the dust. The Millcr-
Gooding c“nal, which divorts wator from the Snako riwr, flows
throuOh Minidoka. The canal ig five nilcs away fron tho
barrack city, but two hundrecd colonists arc alrcady at work
on a shallow ditch which will bring unouwh water fraan the
Miller-Gooding canal to.wator down tho dust probler,: Thisg
ditch is on its way. Last Saturday 5000 fcot of it had becn
scooped out of thc descrte. In two wccks it is hoped that
the ditch will have rcached the barrcel homes of Minidoka
Then gress will be planted.

As in other centers, housing is thc most tragic problonm
of all. Becausc .of crowdod conditions it has boon nee cssary
in some cascs, as at other centers, to. place strangors with
fauilv groups. in the same unpartitioned b.rrﬂck“room.,~0nc
recason for this is that -the -barracls weroe planned on the
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groups oxistin: in the Japcncsc connmnity
; consus of#1930 AL thot time thcro weroe

- i
many loree fomililcs; and fow ny 01 were nerricd. Today
g
S

o - o
thore arc f W large f¢ nnllis, nec the children have
grown up, have marricd and hove fenilics ©of: thoir. own, . So

there ar- many larze. Parrock aparbhients for £Amilics: of
scven pcople but not ¢nouch large families o £ill then.’
They ar  many young fanily units of two or unrr@ porsons
and not cnough barracks to zccormriods tc thoie' *This -his
ncccusit:tcd the practice off placing 1orc than "meifalily
group togethoer in the scmc unpartitioncd. barrdck recai.
The vffvct on-rioralc and:on mord. s of suchi'a: practicc ‘g
obvisuse. Theo adninistrators rcalize thisg but thoir hands
have boon tisd bocausc thoy haven't ‘hadicnough reofs for
cverybody to live in sopa ‘bo fenily units. The story of
hlnldoha in ‘thie rcspoet Lu the torj of Menzanar and
Poston and Tulc Lakc -

Trying to Solve Probloms

But it ¢cén b gcad-that st -Minidokatl

»-adninistrators
arc sinecrcly working t6 colvc tlis ‘problem of ‘housin: Onc

2

»
plan \ig toicut wp the lorgo uapartitioacd dc rnlbﬂrl~5 fior
bachelors and singlo "1f1u into small "avertuents® for
voung ‘"rrlcd couplos, The large "apartnont”, suitac for
fonilics of scven, will tHefl dcconodate the ‘ginsle poer sons
who Vill be classificd-in groups of gimilcr bockground - and
intcrcsta: £ ‘

According to tho peoplc of Minidoka ;-food -hog no becn
the problen to date Fhat it hes toon in other relocztl on
centers and in nany asscmbly centers., Phe fesd inghe- dining
halls has boon of sufficiont qv"nunt“ "nd hos boen woll-
proparcd - : >

No Class Distinctions

To datc thoerce has beon no "elogs distinction™ in tho
dining halls @ botweon the fiood for ' the Caucadsian adninistrative
personnel and . tho ‘food for the-colonigtss “Thore hos “been no
stoak for thc adninistrators and hoch for the s¢vicuces s

‘The non-Joponcge personncl eat in the sone dining holl
with the colonists. Thoy ;jo to the ¢oéunter and arc scrved
thoe some food in the same cofeteria gtylcs “After tho noal
they take their dishes, just as thoicolonict 46, to the dish-
washors,

We-hod: o noon ol ot Minidokal It‘wcs tite: gamc noal:
secrved to the odninigtestive porsonncl, t happencd't o -be,
according to tho c Dlﬁﬂlgtu, the ‘poorus 1001 rvrd d ncc Lhu
day Minidoka weso oncncd to.-the -evdenccs. ' Ve worc- ' scrved o
platc of ricc and boans. Thers weg letbuce and tonak: salad
the tablc: and ‘on opplc.ob etich placc. - Hob ‘ton: wag sorved.

‘here woro "gcconds” for'thoss who wanted then. As vi sitors
wo: woere charged 256 conts For mr platc nf ‘ricc and boans,

 Futorb Lios in the Lond

The futuro of Minidoka lluu in the 63,000 acrcs of sage-
brush covorcd: land on vhich the projcct i Aocated, “ Moat of
-this acrgoge is tillable and will-soon bo cleared far agri-
cultural production, ' The. Pirst 290 Lcrcs which will bc plowed
will producc subsistoncc crops for o usc of the cartors:
Truck cromps, tonatoes, corn, ccrcal ;r91n bcans, corrots,
onions and pototods. will be planted. . The prﬁﬂoqt policy on
agricultural production will probably,be ' to discourarc the
plantins of form cormioditics which w111 compebe with® he
producce of the ferng in the cdjocont asricultural district.
.Surplus produce will bc sent to othor r“l,thlon cuntcru.

C

Hinddole has @ farm luoor problecii of its own, Most of
the pcople have been cvocuated from urban district aml there
aro rclﬁ‘wvrlv fow farners among theri.

The relocation covwaunity is proud of its 200-bed hospital
whitch sl nemiin co:pIUJLOL. The i of tho hosz tal
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unit arc linkced together by a greoot single corridor vwihich is
750, foot long. This hospital will be staffcd by Japancso
pcrsonncl undecr the dircetion of -a young Caucosicn doetor and
a,young Caucasien head nursc.

Barrack Apartncente

. The barracks arc-of thic Army's T, Os(thecatrc of operations)
type with sli-ht nmodifications for femily occupancy. We saw
two barrack cpartmontss Onc 16 by 20/ fcet wag dosigned for
thrce porsons. It consisted of a rcetangular roer with a
coal-stove for, heatinga. - The roon was-lined with cclotox.
Contrasted with thc reports of-barracks:at:Manzanar amd Pogton,
thesc scenn of botter construction. The barracks, however,

have tho usual outcor covering of tarppers

Beeavse of prioritics, the flush toilcts had not yot
errived, although sovwer pipes-have alrcady beon laid. Crude
latrines have tcmporarily been put up to scrve until t he
flush toilets arc instgallcd. Thc toilets, whoen they aroe
constructod, will be partitioncd.

Each block hag-its showor rooms and-its .loundry ond wash
‘roorss. - The wornen's showers {an improverient rover tho firs
centers in California) arc partitioncd, although the ricn's
showecrs arc not. There arc four bathtubs in cvery unit "for
tho oldor pcoplc,"

Only Bods Supplicd

Ag in other contors, the colonists upon arrivel at«their
new barracks hone arccgiven a barc roon and only bods ond
mattrcsscs. They arc not issucd a sin~lc picec of furniturcs
A scrap pilc of lumbir left by the congtruction workers will
serve a8 the row noterigl supply for the funniturc whi ch the
cvacucce will builde. At proscnt this scrop lwiber is being
clasgificd so .that a morce cquitablce digtribution of tho wood
can bc nado. :

MFor God's sale," onc of the administrators s
tcll tht pcople to stop shippin: food and lwaber t
We have cnough wood and wo will have cnough food ¢
have to buy it oursclves.”

Water for Minidoka!s kitchena coriec from two doop wellsa
Three otheor wells orc being drillicde. Water for irrigation
~will be teken from the Miller-Gooding canal, the rnintcenance
of which will bc onc of tho public gervice projccts on which
the colonists will be onployed,.

Minidoka today is dn oxporinicnt. It is o twenticth
century repetition of the fronticr ctrugslc of pioncors
agoinst the lond and the clenentse. The Japancsc colmists
have onc advantage, however. Thoy will have nudern teols,
barring wartinc prioritics and shortagos, to wicld: in: théir
strugglce to subjugate the wild land and to build ncw h onicSe

Minidoka it not a conccontration carip.. But we raicuber tho
vﬂords of onc young colonist as wo left the rclocotion contor:

I'rio. froc-born Anerican, aceuscd of no orivies:: Whysnust: I
rcuain herc?! :

:This is just o prolininary roport, hastily writbon to nocct
a newspaper dedlincs - We would 1like to sco Minidoka in six
nonths, in a year fron today. The War Relocction Authority
cand its adninistrators nccd thosc six uonths and that 7car
boefore. full judguent ecn bo piven.  Thib:first inmprossiony in
Minidoln's first nonth of lifc, is oncournging to us.



1. RESIDENTSs

A. Trﬁns

fers

v
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Minidoke

Resident and Assignee Admissions

1. Assembly Centers

2.

1942-1945
BALANCE SHEET

ae Puyallup ==remw oo e o 7148
b. Portland —-e=w —ccreimmieeae. 2321
c. Santa Anita —eeiemmimmee oo 2
d. Tanferan ——-—re e cms<ome aue )
€. Pinedale-—=vewcim e 1
Be Tullarere s —w.aslios s 2
Regular

a. Central Utah -==-=-=ce-cuwon- 7
B. Colorado River -=—w-—ce=mee-- i
Ce Gila River  —-m=c-m—e—meo 25
d. Granada B T T e
e. Heart Mountain «=w-c=ceaea-- 255
f. Manzanar -----==-e-eccceouo- 266
g Rohwer =-=--=- O o i ) S i mi 2
h. Jerome ==-cecmcmemoceeoo 2

i. Leupp ===-=-mrmermmemeeeeo 3
jes Tule Lake (Before 9-25-43) - 153

3. Seasonal Workers

a. Assembly Centers

b. Direct Evacuation

lt
2,
3-
4.
5.
6.
s
8.

9.
10,

Marysville
Portland
Sacramento
Stockton -eem—cececaoo-..
Pinedale
Santa Anita
Puyallup
Turlock

Fresno

Walerga

-

P L T T p—

4. Segregation

B. Direct Evacuation
C. Voluntary Evacuation
D. Births :

a.

be Tule Lake Since

Tule

9/25-27-30/43 ---
-30-43 ---

Lake

- > - -

e - -—--—-—

- - - - > = - - - -

E. Parolees --=w-- Sy e e e
F. Institutions =~

2. ASSIGNEES:

e b T i e

A. Assembly Centers

1, Puyallup ===-eveeae-- e s e
2. Portland -ae-=cecccecocmcccencea-

3. Marysville
4. Sacramento
Pinedale

5.

- ————————————————

- - > = e = s

Be Tule Lake —-=weecccccccccmcrmc—caa== ==

C. Jerome

- -

1511
257

43
479
200

25

9487

=175
14

1768

12750

220

100

13070

320




WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Minidoka
:~uRésident and Assignee Departures
1942-1943
BALANCE SHFET

1. RESIDENTS:

A. Indefinite Leaves 5
1. Education--=-=-eemrcmcacccca—aax 187
2. Armed FOrces ==-==-eemmeecmeoe— 358 %
3. Employment =---=--me-eeeceeeo---- 2755 :
4, Community Invitation --=--=----- 53
5, Penal -Institutions ==e--c-ee-e--- 33
6. Mental Institutions =-=-e-=-e--- 13
7. Voluntary Commitment Other ----- 3 =
8. Join/Accompany Family e=e-cec--- 865 ;
9. Repatriates ==e-eeececacceccaa— 33
10. Voluntary Internment-Crystal City 69 4369

B. Terminal Departures

l. With Grant -=e--cecmmcaaccaaac—- 7697
2, Without Grant =---cececomecca—a- 49
3. Armed FOrces =-—e=mememcemc=eo—-- 29
4. Institutions, Mental, Etc. =---- 4
5. Institutions, Penal «-==-==- ———— 3
! 6. Internment =---eme-e—mea—-- ae s 6
7. Crystal City Internment -------- 5 7793 12162
C. Transfers
1. Regular
a. Central Utadh -—=-es--ecaa--- 13
b. Colorado River =-e-=w- ————— 12
ce Heart Mountain 13
d. Manzanar =eeeee-—-cesasom——o 7
e. Granada =-~=-cesccceccccma——a- 9
f. Rohwer ==e=scccccemnaaanaa= 4
ge Gila River -=e=e-ecccecoce- 2
h. Tule Lake (Before 9-23-43 - 9 69
2. Segregation
a. Tule Lake 9-25-43 & 5-4-44 - 330 330 399
D. Deaths =---=-esccmmcmemmmmmamoaa e 189 189 = 189 12750
2. ASSIGNEES: -
A. Indefinite Leaves
1. Employrﬁent ..................... 258 ¢
2. Join/Accompany Family ---------= 52
3. Education e==e-ec-eeem—ccncacaa- 7/
4., Armed FOrces e-ee-céw-comcecou—- il 318
B. Terminal Departures
1. Without Grant ==---ercwee-ceo-—a 2 2 328 500 W

13070
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