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SUMHARY

1

Unfemiliarity with the Japanese and other unusual types of
labor is a major factor in fermers’ rejection of the svacuees
as agriosultural labor. The greatest degree of scceptance of
the svecuees was found in the sugar best areas of the
wostarn mounteain states, where evacues labor wes used during
the past yeer. The greatest degree of rejeotion eppeared in
ruck orop arsas of the sastern seabosrd. where farmers
showed almost complets unfamilierity with the svacuees as a
potsntial labor supply-

in the areas whers thers had bsen no experisnce with the
evacuess, they were commonaly desoribed in terms of racial and
netionalistic etersotypes. This was in sharp contrast with
attitudes expresaed within the sugar beot region, where
fermers had had sufficisat experience with the ewvacucoes to
evaluate them for their work sificlency.

Although there is a somewhat gresater tendemcy to consider the
nse of evacusss in areas where the pinch of labor-scarcity has
been most ssverely felt, this tendency is by no msens uniform
(a8 waz shown in Part I of the report) Prejudice and lgocel
considerations often coverride farmers® snxistiss about

‘their prospective labor suppl

Soms fermars on the Paoific Coast feel that an economic loss
wes susteined when the Japsnese were removed {rom that region,
and they therofore desirs %o ses the evacusss returned to the
restricted sresa. A mmjority, however, astill apply racisl
stersotypss in opposing the return of the Japansse. The
fastor of cconomic competition often sesms to underlie thies

“attituds.
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IHTRODUCTION

This report is en expsnsion of Part I of e study of "Farmers®
Atbitudes toward the Uss of Japanese Evacuses es Farm Labor”,
issued by the Divieion of Progrem Surveys on January 30, 1943.
The objective of the study, as set out in the firet part of

the report, 1s to discover what administrative steps may be
teken: (1) to further the utilization of the sgricultural men-
power conteinsd within the relocation centers of the War
Relocation Authority; snd (2) at the sams time to eassist the
permansnt integratien into Americen community life of the peopie -
of Jepesnese dxtraction who have boen displaced from their homes,

Part I of the report compasred fsrmers? attitudes toward the use of
sveouse lebor in two orop regions, in one of whioch evacuse labor
wag employed last yoar, end in the other of which it was not.

The eoffeot of local influencse on attitudos was considered in some
dotedil. The conolusion was dresm thet veriastione in rsoeptivity
towerd the evacuess within the region where they hed been used
wore largely explained by peculiaer ciroumstances within locel
ocommunities. Soms implications of this finding for an effsctive
pleacoment polioy were suggested.

This part of the report combimes deate presented in Part I with
additionel deta cbialned {rom several other major crop regioms.

It presents regional comparisons of receptivity toward the use of
evscuee farm lsbor, and attempts to acoount for differences on the
basis of e general theory regarding farmers' willingnsss to
acoept unusual types of lebor, It aleo pressnts suggestive data
rogerding recent attitudes toward the evacuses on the Fsolfic
Coast - at pressent olosed to thelir re-eniry, but comprising sn
arsa to whioh many evacueee will no doubt sesk to return at the
close of the war. The broader coverage of the material incorporatsd
in thie part of the roport emebles greater gemeralizatlion of the
conclucions drawn ir Pert I.

Source of the Data

Both perts of the report are bessd oﬁ data dorived in a general
survay of the ferm labor situaticn in several mejor crop reglons,
which was conducted during the months of November and Decembar, 1942.



The purpose of the general aarvay wag to investigete s numbsr of
mroblems arieing in connection with & deoreasing farm laber supply
&t a time when expendsd orop production was helng undertaien. In
the oourse ¢f the survey an attempt was msds to learn how farmsrs
foel about using Jepanasss evaouss workers %o offsct part of the
farm ls bor shortege. It is from this portion of the survey that
the material for the preseant report is drawm.

For purpcszse of enslyasis, the 27 counties ropresented in the sempls
have besn greny@d inte five geographical orop rsgions: Pecifis
Comat fruit and dairy; mountain sugar best; southwsslern long stsple
sotton; middls weatern daivry and liveastook; end eastern truck srops.
The countieaz surveved wsre sslested to repressnt thess regicus, Wt
it should not be assumed that percentages citsd ars astually
representative of regions ss a whols, since no stlempt was made
to weight fragasnsisa on the basis of rslevant pepulations.

it wae felt that such weightiug would represent an artificlal
refinsment of the dets, which sre offeresd as suggestive, rather
then cenclusive. Within sach region thers are significant lccel
variationa, and any regional sombination of frsqusncies mus
thersfore represent somawhat of & distortion of the respeetlvs
situstions in partiouler localitles. Por convenience in
preseanting the deta, howsver, percentages are uesd which
repreosent o ﬁwuiﬁ regional totals. Whenever these appusr Co be
unreprosentative of partioular counties withia a given reglon,
ths exceptions will be polntsd cut 1n the text. On the whols,
the percenterss for individusl counties within regicns showsd
remarkeble wniformity, with the sigrnificant amsept;sn of thoss
for the euger best region. The reasons for differansdz within
thie region were disocussed at length in Part I of the report.




I.

FPARIERS? ATTITUDES TOWARD THE USE OF
JAPANESE EVACUEES AS FARM LABCR
: (Part 1I) :

REGIOHRAL ATTIIUDES TOWARD
THE USE OF EVACUEE LABGR

Fermers' readiness o sccopt Japaneas and Japaness-Americens from
the Yest Coast as farm workers showed a severs decline with
geographical distancs from the areas wherc the evacuees had
previously livsd and warlmdo .

As the chart‘ on the zollowing page illuutrate-, respondsnts in ths
Rocky Mountain sugar beet region accepted the use of svacues farm
labor moet frequsntly; those in the truock growing areas of the
eastern ssaboard, least. With the exception of the Paocific

Coast region, from which the evacuees are excluded at present,
the replons which were most familiar with the Japanss or other
ethnioc types of labor showed the most aocsptence of the

evacuees. Evasuess wore omployed last fall in the mountain arcas
surveyed, and were used to a limited extont in areas near the
southwestorn countiss, but were not esmployed at all in the middle
westorn and eastern sesboard areas. (Mexicans, the most nearly
oomparsble esthnic group, have been used sxtensively in the
southwestern and mountain rogiona, and in limited portions of the
Middle West.)

Several factors appear to be responsible for the decline im ascoept-
encs of the svagsusss from westera to eamstern ereas of the county:

o genersl distrust of unusual types of labor and unwillingness

to ohange customary employment hebite; patriotic nationalism and
racial prejudice; relatively low anxiety about the coming yesr‘s
isbor supply; and pertioular looal experiences of rural-urban
sonfliot,

Uenaral Bistrust of Strusg Lubor

The attitudss of oasbern md ni&dlo western rolpondonta. when
contrasted with those expressed in other arsas, reveal clearly a

-

>

= Teksn from Tsbls 1. All tables sre in the Appendix.



Chart 1. Percentages of Rﬁépondente in Esch Crop Region
Indicating Acceptence of Evecuees as Ferm Lebor
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lack of astusl experiencs with Jepanese labor. In addition to the
laok of spscific experiencs with the evacuses, howsver, farmers
show & general reluctance to change their customary employmsnt
gractices, pertioularly when the change involves the use of
outaiders™ or "foreigners" of sny sort. The ability of strange
ethnio groups is uncertain. Farmors aseunms that they are lack-
ing in desirable spesialized ekills, and thet they are not likely
te imow or be willing to follow ths oustomery ways of doing things
which are peculiar to each farming community. Objecticns to the
evacusos wore often expressed in ocoupntiomal stereotypes, such
as, "They might work out all right in truck farming (or beet
harvesting), but they wouldn‘t know how to do dairying (or
gensral ferming, or livestock raising.)” Such expressicns wers
loss frequent iu localities where the svaouees had actuslly been
tried out, oven in typea of farming previously unfamiliar to
them, or where other sthnie groups, sush as Nexicms, had formerly
beon used. e i

.

Rsciel and National Antipathy

Distrust of the evacuess bscauss of their national ity background
was frequently expressad, particularly in the East, Middle West,
snd Far West. The considerations underlying such expressione did
not necesazrily have a commen basis. Wartime feeling unquestiomably
waz responsible for the application of some of the racial ladels,
but it iz probebls that in some areas thsy froquently represented
lese "rospsotable™ rssscns; such as fear of economic competition,
or a desirs for chesply exploited labor. Somstimes they no doubt
grow out of simple unfemiliarity with the evacuees as individuels.
In the mounteln sugar best region, where farmers had rsoently hed
experiencs with svacuee workers, the prevailing tendenoy was to
think of them as officient or ineffiolieut worksrs, rather than as
msmbers of a raeial or natlonal group.

Anxsety sbout the Labor Supply

Considering the data reglon by region, thero is soms correlation
batwoen farmere' concern about ths available labor supply for the
coming yesr snd their willingnoss to mccept the evacuees. (Chert
2, taken from Tebles 1 and 2.) 'In communities whers there is



Chart &, Relation of Serious Concern about Labor Supply
to Acceptance of Evacuses : ;
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riidon by «ther ecmetimez irre!ional considerations Thue Part

3 of the report demonstrated that speciel looal situstions hav%

4r several instences ovtweigher farmers’ desire fﬁw a0 sEsurs

ilgor supp y-

Ths Influc ce of Local Situatious

o

£::08 the «ffsct of local oiroc ratences upon attitudes in any
given oomm .nity wes dissusssd - some lengbh in Part I, it wiil
be given ]1.t%le smphasis here. [t is noverthelesss an imporiant
espeot  of sny compreheseive cousideration of the fastors shap-
ivg attituies. That community ifferences eppeeared to any
etriking dsgree only in the mou.tain sugar beet arsz is largely
attributabie to the faoct thet t.:is was the region in which
respondents had direot sxperie s wlth the evacuees during ths
pest ysar. Local fectors doub 2se would come into play wich the
introductl -n of evacuess irto . nher arean.

Although e early returrn of the svecuees to the West Uoast ie
uriikely, » knowledge of prese:.  attitudes in this reglon is use-
£11 in pre jecting tremds in putiic fesling toward Jajenese Americans.
it 48 'highly significant that - .e-third of the respcadents on

tres Pasifis Comet were wiliipng %o accept the use of Japeness lavor,
i1 view of the sarlier public s tipathy which was partly respousible
¢r the evicuation-
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Thers was copsidarsble variation not only in the ressons which
farmere gave for their cpinions of the evacuses, but in the
framss of referends in which they spcke. These twc mapsots of
the responsss {orm regional patterns whish will be desoribed.

L

The Framos of Helevence

Host respondents considered the eveouvees in either of two frames
of referenss, ss shown in Chart 3 {from Tebls 3) on the following
page. The evsouess freguently were thought of as e racial or
nationslity group, and the most vlolsntly emctionel responscsa
cocurred within this context. Many of the respondents who made
their evalustions on recial or nationalistic grounds had never
soon 8 person of Japanase sxtraction, and knew very little about
the evecusae sxcspt that they could be identified as members of
the "yellow race” and sssociated with the enery. There were
others, of course - primerily on the Pacifioc Coast - who had had
more opportunity to come into contect with the Japmnese end
Jepansse-Americans. The bas#s of their entipathy were nc doubt
rmore domplex, coften invelving a fear of economic compstition or
other threat to their own status.

A remarkebly larpges number of rsaspondents, on the other hend,

gve liated the evacuses according to their work efficiency. These
farmers did not seem perturbed about employing workers linked by
ancesbry with an enemy netion. Thay rarsly even distinguished
between elliens and citizens in expressing their opinions, although
most assumed that governmental or military authoritieas would not
permit actually dengesrous members of the group %o lsave custedy.
Respondents sharing this frame of reference figuratively asked
themeelves the single question, "Can they do the work?” Acceptance
or rejection hinged on whether ths answer was affirmative or
negative.

Most of the respondents who thought of the evacuees in terme of
labor-efficisncy had had expsrience with Jeapansse or other ethnio
groups, and often were greatly concerned about the supply of ferm
isbor for the coming year. This was partioularly true in heavy
ssascnal hand lsbor eress. Such ereas have ocustomarily depsnded
upon vericus migratory ethnic groups. such as Mexicane, Filipinos,



Chart 3. Percentages of Respondents Regarding Evacuses in Terms of
Labor-EBiTiciency or of Racial-National Backgrounds
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Indiens, andé Russisns. Poseibly the resson thet farmers in these
arsas are ready to accept the sveouese on their merits as workers
rether than ag undssirgble outsiders is that they have become
&C»uﬁ?uﬁ@d to the idea of hiring what other fermers would regard
as "strange” graussn Suoh scoceptance does not necessarily invelve
the grenting of advanced status to the evacueces. Un the contrary,
aps they sre soospted bscause their status is clesrly dofined
as belsw that of the ampi oyer, while on a middle wezatern dairy
form a hired man is often edmitfed Yo the same zocial group as

his employsr. :

;;:.V

A few farmers thought of the ovacuess in other terme than those
which have Lesn deszoribed. Soms were completely indifferent,
since they had no lebor problem themselves. Othere had a
rather broad outlook and expressed sympathy fer evacusss who had
been unfairly deprived of their freedom es citiszens. Both
groups wers rolaetively small with refersnce to the total number
of respondents. ;

The Spesifioc Reascns for
Acceptance or Hsjeotion

The primainal considsrations whioh respondents montionsd 1n
a”c@ptAﬁF or rejecting the use of evacues labor ars listed in
Tablss 4 and 8. As the discussion of fremee of reference has
suggested, the most important considerations te farmers were the
rationality end racial background of the evacuses, snd their
relative efficiency as farm labor.

In one region unusual costs in oonnection with employment of the
evacuecs booams a strong reason for rejooting them. Other factors
which ssemoad to carry woight wero ocertain undssirable personal
chargotaristics of the svacuses describved by respondents. In
Pert 1 4t was shown that theoss represented a basic rural-urban
culturs oonflict betwsen farm employers and some of the evacuess,
end figured only ia arees where fermers had already had experisnce
with esvecues lsbor.

Se¢veral other ressons wsre mentioned in scoepting or rejecting
the evecue2s, buk none with great frequsnoy. Feer of economio
competition, which was rarely sxpressed, was no doubt at times
rationalired benceth the mask of racial disliks.
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"Commen sttitudinal pattarns within sach of the regions surveyed halp
to explain the replonsl differences in awcoeptance of ths esvmouses.
These patterns will be dessoribaed brisfly by regions.

THE MIDDLE WRST

- Dairy and livestook farmers in counties scattered throughout the
Middle West oxprsssed an almost uniformly high degree of hostility
to the idez of using evecuee farm lebor. The frame of reference
in which farmers thought of the evacuses wes predominantly
nationalistic, end expressions of strong antagonism like the follow-
ing ones were frequent.

A Carroll.cohnty, Missouri, livestook feeder:

"If you want some Japs killed, send them hers. I would let
my farm lie idle before I will taks any Jap labor. 1 don's
care if they are born in this country. I am just ae
patriotic as anybody, and I sm doing enything I cen %o lslp,

~ but I am not going to give & Jap & home and my boys over
there fighting them, "

A Cedar County, Iowa, feeder:

"What would I think of using a Jap? What for - a corpse? It
would be all right if ws wers running a bombing school. I

 think those Japs should be kept just where they asec iz
they want to do somet'iing with them snd don't want to fead
them, why not take them any place handy and put thnm in the
Pacifio and let thom swim baok:?1

Opposition to the use of the evacuees was part of a general patisrn
of resistance to "ocutsiders” and "foreigners”, &; the following

giotations indioats.
A young Medine County, Ohio, livestoock raiser:

"Nothing daing‘i I wouldn't want nc pert of anything liks that.
Peraonelly I have nothing against people like thet. But in

& seotion like this it is made up of fellows who own their

own pleces. They are homest, herd-working people who don't
lock their doors when they go out. Thsy don't want & bunch

of foreigners running eround thet they can’t trust.”
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A Carroil County, Hissouri, livestook and dalry farmer:
I don’t want them. I would quit before I would use them.
wouldn't consider it in no way. I would & lot rather have
nigger help than Japs. Maxicans ain'trmuch bestter. The
& 5 £ y
ere all the sams to me.

‘1
1

A Johmson County, Xensas, dairy farmer:

"% nover saw & Jep in my life, but I am afraid of them and
the Mexisans.” :

Unfemiliarity with strange ethnic groups and partioularly with the
Japansse lsd farmers to rapeat all the traditional racial stereo-
types which they had heard. The evaouses wore chsrged with
treschary, brutalityv, and sedition, snd the most common singls
oriticiem wan, "You cen't trust them". The widely oirculatad
"true” story sbout the Japsness servant who told hie American
employer, “Afiter thiz war, the white man will bs working for the
Jap”, was repeated by a Dodge County, Wisconein, dairy farmer.
{This story had been picked up by interviewera in Dallas and

Los Angeles on prsvious surveys shortly after the outbreak of

the war, and ths incident was later reported in ths newspepere as
having actually ocsurred to & frisnd of a Californis congressman., )

Réaphndants fregquently expreseged fear of perscnal harm, either
through violenoz or sabotape, if the evaouoces were brought into
their respectivs communities. The examples below are characteristic.

A Saginaw County, lichigean, dairyman:

"I wouldn't fesl eafe (with the Japsnese arcund). Not as long
a5 we are at war."

4 Johnson County, Kansas, dairy and livestook farmer:

“I wouldn't went Jeps around & dairy. They might poison the
silk, snd then where would you be?”

A Medina County. Ohic, hog feedsr:

»

"I'd be afraid of a Jap. They aré the ones that ars. awful
brutel in this war,” :

A Mpoopr County, Missouri, dairyman:

T wouldn‘t want to be around them., I'm kinda afraid of those
psopls. I°d rather do it myself then trust those fellowa.
i've naver gsen any, but I don't went to.”
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Ooocasionally there were expressicns of sympathy and tolsrence, but
ewhn these were usually smothered in a desire to confora to the
prevailing opinion in the community. One fermer im Carroll County,
Hiasouri, ventured,

"That wouldn't bother me sa lomg ea the community wouldn't csre.
I don't think I would want the foreign-born Japs, but their
children born in this country would be all rights They should
have a chance to work, too. I em & little leary sbout bring-
ing in any foreigners to take the place of our boys. If they
would boost them out when the emsrgency is over, it would be
ell right. But if you had a good man you might pet attached

to him and wouldn't want to give hin up, or he might not want
to go, either.”

Some of the opposition to employment of ths evacuses probably etemmod
‘from resentment apainst the conscription of looal farm workers, and
fear that returning sons at the close of the war would find thsm-
solves displaced by imported help. As one Faribault County,
Minnesota, dairymen sald,

"Why not send them {the ovacuesa) %o the Army, and leave us

have our own who know how®"

- Such exprossions were directed in opposition not only {o the svacuses,
but to all outside lebor in general. Respondents in a number of
instances frankly declared that they would rether not have their

own sons go to war if there were others who mipght ssrve in thelr
places, Moreover, they regarded the importation of additional
workers to replaocs those consoripted as merely an exchange of

geod labor for bad, since the new help would have to be frainsd,

Farmors in the Middle West appeared on the whole loss snxious about
the prospesotive labor supply than those inm any other rsglon exoept
the eustern ssaboard. This circumstence probably contributed te
the laok of genuine interest in ocnsidsring new sourses of labor,
although labor scarcity was often mentionod ss a sourca of
diffioulty in maintaining farm production.

Farmers disclosed both their lsok of real comcorn sbout a laber
shortage and their unwillingness to considsr using unusuel typss
of labor by the frequency with which they suggested that svaocuss



WOrESrs wo be better sulted to other typse of farming,
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Thers were Two sounties in this region, howsver, where farmers
showad @x?ﬁpﬁ*i Bl intersst in the possi ibility of uaing

svacuss workers to replacs former help., The sounties were
Feribsult end Stesl, both in Minnesoba. This is ons of the few

ks

{le Weat whers farmers {largsly Scandinavians)

ad exporisnce with the smployment of warlous ethaic
gr&4pau fuis sireunsbtance has probebly ?dﬂﬁ%:ﬁd ther more receptive
fat least tsmporarily) 4o the uss of evacues labor than fermers in
other arsa:s within ths ssme reglon. Seversl comments simllar te

this oms by & Faribauli County fermer wers recordeds:

arsan in t“"

"if they must take the ferm boys for the Arny, I would be
wiiling to have soms Jep-Americens come hers tc work. I am
doubiful chout them as permansnt residents thougho”

THE EASTERN SuABOARD

Truck and deiry fermers in two counties on ths eaatern ssaboard -
oxhibited mush the sswe patisrn of thought with regard to the use
22 pvacuse labor as farmers in the Yiddls West. If anything, they
wors more hostile and mors extreme in their expressionas of snti-
Japeness feeling. They revealed the sams gensrel resistance to the
empicyment of stranpers and foreigners that wes found in the
Middle West. Some of the respondents were themselves immigrante
from aouthern Buropsan countics. The Italians In particuler may
have besn afraid thet they would bs identified as pro-Axis if

they oonsented th use evasuse labor. - :

The following commenis are indicetive of the depth of feeling
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ageinst the Japan@se, and by ae&a&iakiong aga;nat the evscuses, in
tRese aroas.

A Hartford‘Countyg Connectiout, dsiry farmer:
"Don’t bring any Japs hsral 'Thay wouldn't pget out of here alivel”
A Cumberland County, New Jerassy, trusk farmer:

“Tako the sons of bitohes out end shoot ‘emi The yellow
bastardsi They got the right cclor - ysllow cleer throughl

%

A Megro trusk farmer in Cumberlsnd County:

“We got too many of them kind. That ie the bip trouble with
the U. 8. today. They are roal onomies. It was & big misteke
to ever let them in.”

Fear of harm through ssbotage or viclencs oa the pert of the svaouses
was also asszerted as a resson for rejection. A Hartford County dalry-
man, who had just eold his farm to go lnto retiremsnt, "bssmuse of
the labor shortape™, seid,

“Japs! I don't believe we mesd them! For myzelf, J wouldn’t
want them. You wouldn't lmow whet they might do. They might
polson your milk or somothing. Like them epgs the other day.

g 8w

A hell of a lot of psople died from frosen ogget

Farmers in this region wers rated by Interviewsrs as least oconserned;
on the whole, sbout a lsbor shortage. Unguestionably scme indivic-.
ual opsrators have been hurt by lack of labor, but the situatiocn

has not becoms general enough to lead farmers ss & group to begin
oesting about for unusual sources of help. CSsasonal labor {voth
white and Nogro) has customarily migrated to thess arsas from the
Scuth, end this source has probably not besen sc seversly affscted

by wartime drains as have other migrnﬁ:grougao

THE WOURTAIN AND SCOUTHWESTERN REGIONS

Patterna in the Rocky ‘Hountain sugar beet and soubthwsstera long ataple
sotton regions were disoussed in deteil in Fert I of the report.
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Farnerz in Eup; asreas showsd most uﬁns%zm sbout the yrospeotivs

“ lavor short il disples woh highor degres of soceptance

> of the evac.sas %h&& was . in the Bset or ¥iddls ®est., The
tacdency fo gider the evacuses eogording te thelr petentislities
as Parm workers, rether Shan to think of them 28 sn undeairable :
ethale group, was more common hers then in other arcas. This
wes most strikingly shown in the sugar beet region, whers farmers
had¢ hed experience with wverious ethnic types ef lsbor, inoluding
the eveocuss: thomselves.  Acgepiance of the evesuses s reletively
hizh in these ersss, with the @«@eptian of those where particu ar
1?#&1 Qifﬂamﬁﬁ&ﬂ%@& ‘had hed sn wnfavorsble influencs. {Ses Part 1.)

2% Ph ) 48

Accaptance of the evascue2s was <ansiderably lower in the Scouth-
waet, whers farmers felt that thelr best - and cheapest - avall-
shle sourcs of Szasomal lebor wns nearby Mexico.

TRE PACIFIC GOA%*

‘Puiblioc feeling on the West Ccas: ran high againet psrscms of
Jepaneas desgent shortly after che outbresk of the wer, and no
dcubt partly influencsd the CGovearnment’s deciclon o remove
them from tns erea.® It is the-efore espeecially significant the
32 percent of the respondents on Peoific Cosst farme were will-
irg to acosot the use of evesues workers. Theze farmers were
thinking in & lebor-sffisiency “rame of reference, and most of
trem deaired the return of the svecuses boocause they had
gulfored sone eoconcmic loss through their removael.

A iarger delry and vineyard ope‘ator in Kinga County, Californ&ap
sxid,

"The Jape are the best. 07 course we are fightiag them now,
but they are the beet of all. My Japs book cere of my grapes
and g2 on for me and they are good workers end they really
ynow how. I wish ws could get them bmeok. The Haxlcans and
the Ok iahcms peopls, they just work for the money. After
they got so much monsy they don't care to work aay more. Like
teﬁay! there - you see they all quit pisking cotton a% one
o'glock. After they malke ?iv@ or six dollars in a day they
will cuit, sven if it is noon.™

* A report prepsred by the Livision of’?rogram"gurvays Tor the Offioce
of Psote »nd Figures on ilroh §, 1942, indicated that 77 percent of
“he West Ccazt respondents in an urban survey dislikesd and distrusted
residents of Japanese ancestry. Fifty-two percent advocrnted evacue~

sion or nmore extrsme messures to remove ths menecs of the dcmeetio
Japanese .

o
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In Yekime Gountj, Washington, a prune grower commesnted,

* " omn tell you thie framkly: I°d bs all for bx‘irzging the Japs

' back heres to tuke up where they 1left off, but I don’t think
the walley would etand for it. Lots of people still have a
bad taste in thelir mouths where ths Japs ars concerned. Is'e
too bad, too, because the Japs are good, hard workers. Thay
mostly mind their own business, and I personslly bslisve trat
most of them are just ae loyel to this Government as a lot of
the other people in the valley.®

When asked, "Did removing the Japs have muach effect on the 1aba~
sitnetion?" this respondent comtinued,

“"Only indirectly. You ges, ths Jape never were much for wirk-
ing the orchards. Thoy worked truck gerdens - vegetebles and
things. But here's how it worked: wshen they movsd tns Jeps

. out, then somsbody else had to work their truck gardens, mad
it takes at least thres white men %c do the work of cme Jun
in that kind of work —-end then it fsn't done half as good.
The way 1 figure it is thet every oxs that worked in the
place of the Japs this year was juat so many less aveilebls
for work in the orcitarde. In that way it hed plenty of effect

Others objected to the economic weite raaulting from confinsmernt
of the evacuses to relocation oanters.

A Ventura Gounty, Californis, orguge gmwera

“The Japsnese have never worked here. I think by now they
have had ¢time to ferret out the bsd onse from the good ones arc
they ocould briag the good ones back under supervision te work.
That way they could pay their omn wey, rather then Just be

an Oxpenso o the Government. I had a Jap oome thres times a
woek and do garden work inm my place in Hollywood. I know ne
wae all right, and I would hire him here in a minute end 5o
glad to gst him, except that the psople around hers would
probably think I was & fifth colummiast or something.”

A Yekima County apple growsr:

"Everybedy should work during swertime - oven the Japs and
Hoxicans. It doos ssem & wasts to kesp the Japs lcoked up.
They used to have such nice kept-up vegeitable ferzs around
hsre,; and now @veryi:}zing haz pone to ss@do And it's very
sxpensive % dbuy mgata’blau in town.’ :
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The hesvy isbor drain Yo defense sentsrs cauesd ap scuie labor
ghorsage it . 3t soason for larger growers- Ops Takime
County spplé grower said, :

"1 suse don't think it’s right to keep 100,000 Jepe icle in
thess soncembtration camps whils the areps rot on the ground.
it just dossn’t meke senss - ospscially when thsy keep yell-
ing sbout how impordszt it is to reise food.”

Two-thirde of the Weet Const respundents, however, rejected the
uae of the svatusea, and nearly all of these spoke in raciasl or
vationalistlc Yerms, Within this group were seversl farmers who
had tazen over lapd formeyrly operated by the evaocusss and who
songeguently hed ar eoonomio indsrest in opposing their return.
Soms of them cumplalned that the Japensse were claonish and would
not divulgs "treds seorets” about their successful truck-ferming
metheds, even ©o thos® who haed formerly worksd for them. One
guch farwer, a Los Angsles County Mexioan, deolared,

“"The Japnese kmew how to truck-farm pretty goed, but I don't
went them beck here, oh mol! I used Yo work for them., They
would never %Lell you what Eind of msdisime they ussd to
gpray with or anybthing like thet. I kmow, though, and I

san faorm as well or bsttsr than they ocan.®.

Comments like this one by a Yakima County hops raiser wers common:

"Ag for the Japs = if I cen’t get my work doms without the
help of those slant-syes, I just won®t get it dons.”

Seversl mentionsd fear of riots end sabotage. A Tulare County,
- California, frult grower said,

"1 don't think the psople would stend for bringing the
Japanese back. HNe, sir, I would be dead against thet., I
think we are too clozs to the coast here. Thers would be
too mush sabotege. Aanyway, they would havs to nave more
mon webohing them than there wee working. No, sir, that
wouldn't work, I think they are going to have to bring
the lexzicans In, but how they are going to get rid of them
efter that %s what I am worrying ebout.”
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A peach growsr in Takime County:

%1 don’t think I'd mtany Japs, myself. Apt to be tco much
trouble. Don’t went sny riots on my hands.”

Yost of the deirymer in Kinge snd Los Angelss Countise rejected the
uee of the evacuese on ths ground  that they hed hed no experisuce
in deirying. Soms of the replies carried the implication, howsver,
that the real conoern was to preveant the Jepansse irom geining a
competitive positica iz & new ferming onbterprize. This underdtene
was likewise prassent in interviews with other types of farmers.
Thus, while fear of ¢conomic compebtition was never gpecifiocelly
menbtioned a8 a reason fer rejection of the svecuees, it was

without doubt cperstive in the minds of many West Coast respondents.
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CORCLUBIOES

ol

atisfostory sgrioculturel employrent for the
SYRUBES, : game time utilize fully their manpower,
it 48 necessary Ye obzerve the primary considerstisns influens-
ing farmsra to accept or rejeot thelr services.

n

v

Tho Conditione of Asceptence

Aoceptanse wus feoiliteted when farmers hed bad former contaot

with the evacuses or similar ethnio groups. Interest in the use

of the eveousss waz alao stimulated (but to a smaller degres) when

farmers were s8¢ pressed for help that they were foresd to comsider
g of labor. ' -

4
L
&

Aocspbence wes impeded whem there were other labor soursss mors
resdily evailanle, or when ocustomary sourcss hadé not yet been

fully exploited. It was often blocked by enti-Japanese prejudise,
parbicularly 47 $hiz wns reinforoed by feelings of threat to the
eocnomic and sosial status of prospective employers. Also hindering
acsephbancs of the ovacuees were the rural-urban confilote whioch
sometimes arces with their introduction; in gertain areas whers
evasucas had besn used, fermers opposed their return for this
ressosn .

The Implicsiione for Placement Policy

In Part I of the report soms specific recommendations for evacuse
placement polisy were made on the basis of date from two of the
five erop regions surveyed. It is now possibls, through the
inclusion of additional data, to make pensral application of the
earlisr recommendetions.

These suggestions were made in Peri Is

1. Ths seloction of evacuees 4o be plaoced in agricultural employ-
ment ehould take into account both their farming skills and
their rurel sultural beckground, in order to minimisze frictions
with the rural communily.



2. Voluntery amploymsnt should be enccuraged, but so directed as
> ‘to make meximum appliocation of the agriscultural askills oontained
in the group.

3. o plescing evacuses in permensnt sit uatians t%ay should bte
introduced es individuals or im small groups, retheor then in
large numbars.

4, Befors svecuses are esut inte seascnal lsbor srsas for mass
employment, advence surveys should ba condusted to discover
partioculer loosl atbtitudss which might affect the zuccese of
the progran.

§. The findings of such surveys should be used in pleuning looal
public relations policies and in msking concorete arrangsments
for housing, tramsportation, end similar requirements,

It eppears that thess suggestlons need not be modifisd in light of
the general findings. On the contrary, sgucocesding &v 4@3&@9 £235ma
to establish the desirablility of s placsment paliéy which will take
into esocount the individual cepacitiss of the svacuees and the
receptliveness of the oommunities ints which they are 4o be plaved.

Additional Recommendetions

A further technigus %o fecilitate a more general acospiancs of the
evacuseas oen be suggested. It iz an sdspbetion of the “démonstration”
teshnique which has been successful inm introduscing othor innovations
in ferming prastice into rural sommunities.

48 hes been pointed out, farasre in many arsas heve not yot resched
the stage at which they nsed help badly enouzh to reccnsider their
established prsconceptionsz sbout the suitability of strange labor.
It may be sxpected, however, ths' se the war continuss snd food
production demsnde increase, fermers will be impslied o consider
unusual lshor sources. This situstion should crsate new
opportunities for the employment of the svacuses, end possibly atb
the seme time afford them s chsnce to besons eccommodated within
numerous Ameriocan eammaaitias)

It ls, therefore, suggested that arrangem §n*5 ~ight be made
to place s few experienced evaoues farm workors inve sadn of
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gevaral scmsunitiss most likely tc be subjeot to contiaming
labor shorbazes. They would ssrve as demonstration groups, asnd
fermora weuld have e chance Yo observe thelr work 2% colose hand
gad under lcoeal sonditicns. YUnder such olroumstances farm :
employers may bend %o lcse thelr hebitual distrust of strenge
labor aad begla to wsloome the help of the evacuess.

In inauvgurating such a plen in ths Hiddle West, for exampie,
1t would prebebly be beat Lo bpegin with communities whish have
hed prsvicus csonbact with unusual ethnic groups, end those
whish have had the greatest labor drain. Intsnsive farming
eresas surrounding defense ocenters would seem to offer the
most fsasible possikilities.

 Evaouses for the demonstration umite should bs sslected for their
axporiencs in the kind of work intc which they will be placed,
end fer thelr ceapeoity for eccommodation into the sommunity.
Minimun reguiremsnte would probably includs sn sgrisulturel back-
ground, e lméwlsdgze of Englieh, and a pecscaal ability to meke
necoszary social sdjustments. The venguard groups #ill certeinly
be more likely to sucossd if they ere themselives cozsoious of
thelr importsnt office ¢z demonstrators that Japaness-Americans
oan bsoowe useful, recognised pertioipants in Ameriosn

copmuanity 1if



APPENDIX

THE INTERVIEWING PROCEDURE OF
THE Division OF PROGRAM SURVEYS

The Division of Program Surveys conduets studiez of social and
administrative problems in which public attitudes play an
importent part. Generalisations about larger populations from
relatively smell numbers of intervisws are made possible by ths
uee of & carefully desveloped msthod of solecting respondents.

Interviewing i done by a full-time professional field staff who
follow a narrative prooedure in whioh the intsrview achedule
beoomes the stimulation for a comtrolled, respondent-centered
discussion, rather than 8 series of questiouns for specific reply.
A professionally trained snalysic steff summarizes and intsrpretis
the interview write-ups submitied by the fisld staff.

The pressnt report is based upon 333 intensive interviews
representing

dairy and livestock farmers in Jerssy County, Illinois; Macon
and Carroll Counties, Missouri; Cedar end Butler Counties,
Ioway Washington County, Hebraska; Faribault snd Steele
Counties, Minuesota; Treill County, Horth Daketa; Dodge County,
‘Wisconsin; Medine County, Ohio; Seginew County, Michigenj
Jahnson County, Xansas; end Kings and Lou Ang@lea Counties,
Galifernia;

sugar bost growers in Weld County, Colorade; Big Horn Coun’cya
Wyoming; Brosdwater and Yellowstome Counties, Montanas

long steple ootton growsrs in H&rioop& County, Ariszona; Done
Ana County, Wew Mexico; end Bl Pasc County, Texas;

fruit growsrs in Yakima County, Washington; end Tulere and
Vonburs Counties, Californiag

truek growers in Cumberlend County, New Jsrssy; and Hartford
County, Ccmnesticut.’

Supplementary information wasg obtained in interviews with agrisultural

offiociales and other special informants in the sampled counties.



. IBTERVIEW SCHEDULE=

1. Did you have sny diffioculty in opsrating your-farm in 19427 (If
yes) What was it dus to?

2. What orops or livestock enterprises wers affectsd?

3. (I aifficulties were ceused in whole or pert by labor shortage)
What sort of labor shortages caused these diffioculties?.

4. Will your 1842 experiencs or the ferm help situetion for next
year cause you to make changes in soresges, in orops or methods
of sars, harvesting and marketing next ysar? 80, what?

6. Do you sxpect to change the 1943 livestoock operations on your
farm? Why? :

8. Wnat could be done that would help you to meintain your present
production in (the livestook end oritical crops he is planning
to deorsase)? :

Rating: Interviewse's frame of referemce in anewering this
questions

|

l. Personal or individual

2. Group plans or identification
&. Government aotion

4, Other

7. If you hed had more labor avnilabla what changss would you have
made in orops or livestook this year?

8. What difference 15 there in your family labor this year (1942)
comparsd with last year (1941)7

9, ¥hat lsbor will you have availsble for 19437.

10, (If applicable) Is the dreft or defense work having the greater
effoot in taking labor off your farm?

11. Thich is having the greatsr effect on the farms in your immediate.
neighborhood? (draft or defense)

®  The interview sohedule is that known as Study A-3. Naterial for
the present report was drawn mainly from the responses to questions
1, 3, 4, 20, 21, and 22.



* 12,

14
16

i8.

17,

i8.

18,

20,

21-e>

22.

23,

24,

6.

26.
27,

a8,

fhat are some of the changess your nsipghbers are meking to meet the
labor situation?

Do you know of any office where vou cen go to gat farm labor?
To what extent eén farm girls acd women roplace usual farm labor?
To what extent can city girls and women replsce usual farm labor?

fow do you fesl about using nonnfarm boys 14-17 years old that
have had short training?

Who do you think should train inexperienced farm workers?

How do you feel about using older men with previous farm experisnce
= but past the ape of greatest usefulness - on your farm?

How do you feel about using msn'frcﬁ rearby oities or towns?

How &o you feel about using labor from other fgrming ]reas,
for exampls, (whatever labor has bsen recently imporbted into

his community, es Eenmtuckians, Mexicans, Japanese avecuees,

sut-over areas psople, or other)?

(If favorsble) Should they be used as migrant labor or be
snoouraged to becoms permenent residents?

How do jou feal sbout using speclal groups, sush as Spanish-
Americans or Japenese-Americens? (Use “Mexicema" inastesd of
Spanish-Americans if that seems baat )

Did farmers exchenge labor more in 1842 than in recent years?
Whet operations?

Could they go further in exchanging work? How fer will this
go in solving the problem?

Could you and your neighbors malke better utilizaticn of the
moet efficient mashinery availeble in the community?

N

Would you be willing to loan or rent your machinery to meighbors?

Would you be willing to do more custom work? : -

Have you and your neighbors had mere d;f“ﬁﬂulﬁy'hirin, suatom

work done in 1942 then in previous yesra? {(If yes) ‘hy?
What operations?



29.

30,

31,

32¢

33,

54 .

86,

86,

7.

To what extent would greater use of incressed ocustom work and
borrowing end losning of machinery solve the problems of the
labor shoriage?

What do you think of tho suggestion that older ohildren be
taken from schoole for ths emsrgensy or that the school
year be shortened?

How much further oan you or your neighbors, their wives, and
other femlly help go in doing the work of the farm themselves?

Do you know of eny labor plan worked out for the community for
supplying necessary labor, especlally of short-period type?
What do you think of it7

How do you feel ebout "fresszing" farm labor om farms?

8o hired
bo family
o operators

What do you think of the suggestion that the Government
gubsidize farm lsbor so farmers can more nearly compete with
war industry for labor?

What do you think of the suggestion that the Govermment give

incentive payments to encourage farmers to keep up production
of critical food products, such as miik? :

What do you think the Governmsnt should do (that it is not
already working at) to make it possible for farmers to main-
tain production?

Are there many farm auctions in your community? More than
usual? Why ere these farm operators selling cut?
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