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Noe 1 Weelt ending Januvary 18, 1943
Tor The Use of thne WRA staif only = Not for Publication

SUMMARY

Several developments accounted for a rise in newspaper items about
WRA this weekes The Senate investigation was, of course, top news event,
with the opening of the Chicago employment office and Congressman leroy
Johnson's resolution also of interests Other important news sources were
school comstruction at Granada, Governor Maw's visit to Central Utah, and
conditions at Jeromee. Although, on the whole, the press treated these
events factually, the subject matter was such as probably to arouse more
unfavorable public reaction than otherwise.
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SENATE INVESTIGATION ~-

' The Associated Press sent out two separate stories on January 15
The.first anmnounced investigation as a plan to halt pampering and to restore
Army control, quoted derogatory remarks of Senabors Wallgren and Johnson,
and stated that an Exeoutive Order provided that evacuees could not be
employed on projects for their own welfarees Memphis Commercial Appeals
Baltimore Sune Memphis Press-Scimitars San Francisco Chronicle, Colorado
Star Cazottes Wichita Falls Record News. 1/16/43

The second January 15 AP dispatch repcated most of the above, but
also gave WRA's side of the picture. It reportéd an unnamed WRA officialls
explanation of the work provisions at the camps, his statement that camps
had been built by the Army with new construction authorized only at the
Colorado and one other camp, and his explanation that issues at camps were
feuds among individuals rather than loyalty or disloyalty toward the United
Statese Tucson Arizona Star. 1/16/45 AP

The International News Scrvice presented a report shnilar'in‘tone and
facts to that of the first AP story. New York Journal and American
Harrisburg Newse Denver Posta 1/15/43

The Chicago Tribune and Tashington Times Herald carried identical
stories, with treatment and covirage about the same as the INS.

The United Press troated the investigation as a drive to rcturn
camps=="scencs of sporadic anti-Amcrican demonstrations"=~to military controle
The inguiry was motivated by the Manzanar demonstration and by near riots,
mroest, and labor difficulties reported from other camps. Tennesscale
Memphis Press-Scimitare Johnstomm Democrat. Lexington Heralde 1/16/43e
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, JOHNSO& RESOLUTION —
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The Chicago Sun was the only paper with a good word for the evacucese

‘It reforrod to Diradtor Myer's statoment of confidence that an oxplanation

satisfactory to Senators would be .uncovered and ‘described .avoouces as boing
Japancse who had not becn found gullty of e6rimos ‘or subversive activitye.
1/16/43

A signed article by Warren Be Francis in the Los Angelos Times was
perhaps the most bisseds It claimed that WRA had refused to supply any -
information about the steps it had takon to segregate pro-Axis internees,
as well as ropoating the Senatoriaol complaints of laxmess, etcs

Editorial Comment: -

In an oditorial headed, "fhere It Bolon"s s the San Diecgo Union
came out in favor of putting camps under thé Army. The VRA has boen
"fooling around" with the problems Great many of the evacuees arc dangorous
enemics==" the situation is not of a sort to be handled by welferc or -
social service workersae" 1/16/75

The San Antonio Express, on the othor hand, carried an editorial in
sympathy with WRATs position, While citing the sooclflc chargos being

brdught by Scnator Johnson, it answered them by .a statomont that cven

Fedoral prisons are equipped with schools, gymmas iums, and bathhousos.

The Army alrcady has cnough jobs on.its hendse . Camps should bec made as
productive and dccent as possible, whiloc. those cvacucos who give cause for
suspicion should be transforred,to Army controlled campse So long as the
national socurity is not cnd“nvored orogudlco should be restrﬁlncd. 1/18/45.

.

The UP dispatch of January 10, dlgOSuOd last wcck, qnpeqrod in the

following °dd1tlona1 papers: Buffalo Courior Express, Dayton News, Brooklyn

Eegle, Omaha VWorld Herald, Dotr01t Trocc Press, Momphis® Commereclal Appoal,
Seattlo Timese 1/10/43. Tho Washington Times Herald also ran a short item
on the 1ntroductlon of the resolubione o :

Thus far, only one editorial has becn roco:vod. Thc {lbuguocrgue
Journal on January 12 stated that the, resolution should be pushed promptlye
IT roports (on food wastage, ctcs) are falsg, the public should be Informed
to stop tho fagly Lalih AL true, corroctive ‘measiures shotld bo takens -
Japanese=="many actual onomies of our country"--shouldn't be treated botter
than anyont elsce £

IEGISTIATIVE ==

Two legislative attompts to restrict or prohibit 1and-ownorsh1p by
Japqnoso occurrcda. :

I
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1/17/43,

.

Land ownership in Arkansas by dJapancse--whether citizens or alicnsee
would be barred by Bill iﬁtrodupod in Arkansas legislature by State
Scnator D, Frank Williams. Purported rcason for this action is to provent
unfair competition with Jrkansas'! living standard, Washington Stare 1/13/45

-Salt Lako Tribunce 1/13/43 and 1/14/43, Associated Pross

. Loopholes would be e¢losed in presént Californig'1cgislatioh’rostrict-
ing land owmership by Bill introduced by State Senator Clair Engle of Red
Bluff, Californiae This Bill has been signed by 17 Scnators, both Democrats

- and Republicans, San Franciseo Chronicle. Associated Presse 1/16/43

. Tyo cases involving évacuces will bo heard on January 20 by the
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeal sitting on bane in San Franciscoe The -
potition of the Native Sons of the Golden West, which sceks to have names
of all fmerican-born Japanesc withdrawn from voting lists, will be
considerced, and tho legality of the exclusion orders will bo testeds »
In the latter, cases in challenge arc: being brought .Frod Pe Korematsu
and Gordon Hirabayashis Son Francisco Chroniclos 1?%-/43. San Francisco
Newse 1/11/43 s

Evacuntion was of doubtful econstitutionality, according to Malecolm
Ke Vlhytc, a Milwaukee attorney, in an address before the Wiscdonsin Bar
Associatione Tho theme of Mre Whyte's speoch was: thet democracics can fight
effectively without abandoning the democratic processe Milwaukec Sentinol

_ EVACUEE FROPERTY ==

Idle farm equipment ovmed by dapanesc in Relocation Contors has boon
suwrveyed by Abforney General Xonny of California with a view to putting it
to work in war food productione Kenny plans to confor with WRA offieials.

~shortly on ways %o achieve thise Tho survey showed that in the southern

part of the state alonc there arc 754 picces of idle oquipment, The
machinery in question is boing catalogued by TRA's Evacucc Property Division,
whose authority is limited to putting prospecctive purchasers in touch with
the owners. Sacramonto Beos 1/16/43. Associatod Presse

Supervision of the protecction and liguidation of evacuce property is
listed among ycar's achievements by the Treasury Department in its annual
reporte. Journal of Commerec (Now York City). 1/13/43

MESS OPERATIONS ==

Rumors about food rations at Contgrs have persisted in San Franciscos
Four letters to cditors discuss thise Ouno, from Freda Muller Harding of
Berkeley, is an cspocially finc roply to previous lctters condemnime center
rationse Evacuces arc on sompuisory moot rations, including porke Conters
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arc not concentration campse Mon and women managing WRA arc not "swivel
chair" politicanse San Francisco Examinores 1/9/43 and 1/13/43.

, A widely=printed Asscciated Pross story from San Francisco answcred
falsc rumors about food mishandling at the Contorse According to this
dispatch, official sources disclosed that camps arc moving toward a sclfe-
sustaining basise Livestock farms arc in operation at somec projocts,
-vegetablo=growing produced around 1000 carloads at two projects last scasone
WRA stowards have mapped out program conforming both with prospective :
rationing and shortagese MNew York Herald Tribune, Washingbon Evoning Star,
Jackson Citizen-Patriot. Galvoston Nows. Roading Eaglo, Wilmingbon .
Journal Evory=Evoninge Los Jngolos Timose Tucson Stare 1/18/43. L4P

Food purchascs for the Alicn Intermmont Camp at Kenedy, Toxas,
drew samo sort of preoss commont as have purchases for Rocloéation Centers,
4 San Antonio businessmants "blood.is boiling to think of treating alicns
this way while Japan is slowly starving our captive citlzens and soldicrse"
1/18/43¢ San Antonio Expresse ;

PUBLIC ATTITUDES =

Throatening call roported. to have been made to Washington, De Co”
employer of a Filipino houseboy thought to be a Japancsee Dre-Hrdlicka,
head of tho National Museum's department of anthropology said that the
physieal difference between Japancsc, Chinesc, and Filipinos is practically
nil==but the mental and psychological differcnces arc vaste Japancse ;
are tricky, and rarely loarn to spcak good English, Washington Daily Nows.,
12/15/43, :

: Rumors: The country is crackling with false and fantastic rumors
despito offorts of Governmont, press, and radio to dispel theme Those
about racial groups have inerecased noticeably sincc last Novombore Among
false rumors are:

Wyoming-="Government is foeding olk and deor to the Japs in
the internment camps, while whitc people in Boston
got horse meate"

Tempe, Arizona=-Japancsc at Central Utah are buying up butchor
knives, clecavers, and bowles at necarby small
towm, "One hardwarcman sold 500 knives before
ho rcalized they might be used to slit the
throats of the whitc pcople in tovme"

Tlashington Poste 1/17/43. Article by Goorgé Gallupe

Unrest in Camps: Thore is more unrest than has leaked into
paporse Strike at Tule lake accompanicd by
threat of bodily harm to non-strikers.
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Strike at Granada of evacuecs who refuscd to haul coal,

Certain clomonts=-these mostly Kibei--are sproading dissensions
On othor hand, cvacuces themselves sometimes try to stop
agitation. Weshington Poste 1/14/43, "Washington-Morry-go=
Round", by Drow Pearsone

Anti-Japancse letters: Six lotters published in one daye Two
protested lotting Japancse out of camps to shop and pick up
mail at nearby townse Onc asked that everyonc intcrested in
gotting rid of Japancse aftor the war send him a post card

so that mass action toward that end could be started.
Sacramento Bces 1/8/43

Marriage of Jopancsc Soldicr: The marriage of Ue Se Army Sgte
Shig Nishimura and ‘evacuce Yacko Nakamura drew somc favorable
pross commonte At lecast five papers carricd the story, which
was the subjocct of an AP rcleasc. In Columbus Dispatch, Sgte
Nishimura was quoted as saying that he had found 1ittle .
prejudice in the Ft. Hayes arcas Columbus Dispatche 1/14/43.
Chicago Timese 1/10/43, Richmond-Timos Dispatche 1/15/434
TWashington Store 1/14/437 Vashington Poste  1/15/43

Photograph of relocated student: Towru Kobara, student rclocated
T Casc School of Applied Science is sot to fight for-the United
States, was shocked by Pcarl Harbore Cleveland Nowse 1/14/43

Segregation Advocatod: ILoyal Japancsec should be segregated from
disloyal, and some mothod should be cvolved to give loyal

Japancse a chance to prove their loyalty, Manzanar brought this
situation to public attontion. Johnstowm Tribunee 1/11/43. oditorial

NEWS FROM THE PROJECT AREAS -=

Granada:

The controversy aboubt  school construction-at Granada continued, with
the Denver Buildings Trades and Construction Council (A«Fe of Le) and
Reprosontative Je Edgar Chenoweth adding their voices to those publicly
disapproving. :

Chenoweth suggested to  Director Myer the use of vacant store
buildings at Grarada as schools for evacuce children, and Myer has promised
to investigate possibilityes Plans for threoe school buildings have becn
abandoned by "RA, according to Chenowothe Denver Poste 1/15/43, AP
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The Denver Buildings Trades Council voted unanimously to denounce

~ any school building at Granadas In a letter to Senator Edwin Johnson, the
union business agent stated that "our every effort should be to kill those
slant-eyed back stabbers instead of educating themees" Denver Post, 1/14/45

A feature article by Frances Wayne compares cost of permanent
sohool in Denver with temporary structures planned at projectss Difference
is blamed on "bureaucratic extravagance." (The Detiver school referred to-
in this article has a .capaeity of 240 pupils, with five teachers employed,
according to Donald Sabin, Assistant Chief, EmploymentﬁDiVisiqn)q
Denver Poste 1/10/43 > :

While Japanese children should be given an education it should be
no better than that.of other American children, Pueblo Star-dJournal
1/i0v88, W itevial : -

Following a statement by Paul Terry,'Superihtehdent,of Education: at
Granada, on the reason for the cost of schools there, -the Roeky Mountain
News expressed the feeling that ire of citizens over the cost should not
result in neglect of obligation to educate the 1,800 American-eitizen
children. . Rocky Mountain News. 1/3/43, Editorial

'Cehtfaintéh:»

" Governor Maw of Utahy -upon return from a’ trip to the Center, made
some extremely favorable public comments. He said that he had -found no
evidence of "pampering";-that many evacuees (including 20 -American
Legionnaires, veterans of World War I) who feel bruised at their loyalty!'s
being suspect, are atcepting evacuation as their-contribution to -Americals
war effort; and that the evacuees would make a major'contribution to Utah
agriculture because -of the presence of many agricultural expéerts.

Salt lake Tribune. 1/16/43 ;

Jerome:

"In four heﬁs~iteﬁs,-the4Commerbial Appeal continued its attack on
Jerome., There were further repercussions from Eugene Rutland's article
reported last week. Ly W i o -

On basis of Rutland's story, Ben H. Gildart, Sre. of Greenville,
Mississippi, urged Mississippi's Senators and Representative Whittington
~to start an investigation, Commercial Appeals . 1/8/43

. WRA's official denial of Rutland?!s eriticisms covered rather fully.
Howéver, the lead paragraph quoted a oconstruction engineer at the Project
as saying that conditions have not improved and that all employees have
been instructed not to discuss the situation. Commercial Appeal.: 1/10/43

»
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Senator McClellan of Arkensas, "shocked" by Rutland's story launched
an-inguiry into conditions at Jerome. Such a condition as described could
not continue to exist, and if present authorities are not competent. to
deal with it, altermative would be to get officials who would take matters
in hand, according to the Senator, Commercial Appeal. 1/12/&5

In artlcle headed, "Censorship Lacking at Jap PostOffice 5 this
fact reported as if i1t were a dangerous omission, Commercial Appeal, 1/17/h)

Readers should not put too much stock in Rutland's Appeal article,
according to a paper published near the Jerome Project, Rutland is a
disgruntled former Government employee who unsuccessfully bid for Jjob with
WRA, Citizens should weigh facts carefully before demanding action,
althovgh matter warranted investigation and steps to assure program is
handled properly. "Because we in this state have a tremendous and difficult
task to play in our part in National Defense by seeing that these relocation
centers operate as _smoothly as possible, we urge all citizens to minlmlze
reports of sabotage, etc. at Denson until the facts are postively known., "
Dermott News., Editorial

The San Francisco News carriéa.Eﬁgene'Rutland's‘article on January

5 as did the Cleveland Press on January 4. An AP story, based on WRA's

Janvary 8 press release vhich answered Rutland's article, was carried in
‘the Christian Science Monitor on January 11 and in the Rochester Democrat
and. Chronicle on January 10, The Washington Star commented’ editorially on
the Jerome situation on January 14 to the effect that while reports may be
exaggerated, there is probably enough truth in them to warrant an investiga-
tion., The American people should, at least, be assured that Japanese aren't
llving under the luxury conditions depicted. e

o Dr. J. B. Hnnter, chief of Community Services at Rohwer, addressing
Federation of Christian Churches at Memphis, answered charges that evacueecs
were being "coddled" by saying that they lead "Spartan" lives. ' Conditions
at Centers are not as satisfactory as they might be but are being improved,

Commercial Appeal. 1/16/43. Little Rock Gazette. 1/16/&5

i
~

MAGAZINE ARTICLES

NATION, "How to Speak to Japan." By Selden C. Menefee in"Political War®
Section, page 16, 1/2/43 ' : b : :

Article on Japanese radio propaganda and counter-propaganda. The
writer feels that United States counter-propaganda could be improved,
Japenese propesganda to this country emphasizes racial discrimination,
stresses the exclusion acts, exaggerates or fabricates U. S. "mistreat-

ment" of evacuees, and blames the war on U.S. d681re for white supremacy
over East Asia,
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The writer of this article believes that a more effective way to
answer Japanese broadcasts would be by action proving Japan wrong on
racial angle. He suggests speeding up and publicizing policy of evacuee
release. Immediate releage of all Nisei whose loyalty stands upon
investigation, while keeping in custody Japanese citizens and Kibei unless
‘they are known to be harmless, is advocated. To play up to Japanese
superstitutions and fear of ridicule is another technique suggested--
"Some of the best talent for this sort of psychological warfare is still
lying fallow in the Japanese relocation camps in the Western states."

NATION, "Back the Tolan Committee". Editorial, p.6. 1/2/43

Asks readers to write Speaker Rayburn and Minority Leader Martin
demanding continuation of Tolan Committee, and lists the Fourth report
(study of Japanese evacuation and warning against similar evacuation
of German and Italian aliens from East Coast) as among Committee's
most noteworthy accomplishments.

THE JOURNAL OF ARKANSAS EDUCATION, "In Our Midst." By Joseph B. Hunter,
Chief of Community Services at Rohwer. pp. 4-5. Reprint of Hunter's
address to A.E.A. Council on Education, Nov. 5, 1942,

WRA's program is described as a challenge to preserve the democratic
spirit among loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry. The history of the
Japanese in America is briefly sketched--why they came here in the first
place, their splendid record of self-support, etc., and the good disposition
with which they accepted evacuation,

THE INTERNATIONAL QUARTERLY (organ of the International Houses in New York,
Chicago, and Berkeley), "Letters from Japanese Evacuated from the West
Coast." p. 20, Autumn, 1942,

Letters from nine former Berkeley International House residents to
other former House members portray life at the assembly centers as it looks
to educated Nisei, While feeling a bit "down in the mouth" at disruption
to their normal living, most correspondents write that they have been too
busy getting activities started and assuming places of leadership in their
new environments to spend much time brooding. Nevertheless, many mention
feelings of boredom, futility, frustration, and difficulty in adjustment
to a totally Japanese community.
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THE BUSINESS EDUCATION WORLD, "Training Japancse-Amcricans for Tomorrow."
By Lucille Friedman, teacher at Granada Relocation Conter, pe 256

The aim of the Granada school systom is not mercly to teach subject
matter, but to holp students become adjusted and to prepare them for
‘norrmal living after the ware In the Commerce Department, where writer
teaches, the basic businoss subjocts arc offered. Opportunities to
practice their training will be given by assignments to various Center
jobs on a job-rotation basise &s part of practical training in demécracy
offered, a co=opcrative school store has becn established. To this,
students have responded enthusiastically.

/FELLOWSHIP (Fellowship of Reconciliation magazine), "Japancse Evacuece Newse"

Janvary, 1943 :
Innounces the opening of five Field Relocation Offices, and statoes

that evacuees have enthusiastically welcomed the establishment of the

FeOeRe Travel-Loan Funde

REPORT TO THE BIENNIAL MEETING OF THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF
CHRIST IN MIERICL, "The State of the Church.," pp. 19-22,

Reporting on "trends of problems that seem to merit special
consideration during the coming biennium", a special FCCCA Committeec recommend-
ed that the following steps should be taken by the Governmont with respect
to evacueess

(1) Publically clear the great majority from suspicions of
disloyalty;
(2) Release evacueccs so cleared for outside cmployment,

This report expressed feelings of regret that the wholesale policy
of evacuation of Japancse from the West Coast was considered necessary,
having done a great deal of harm which cannot be undone nowe, It felt,
however, that the policy of all agencies involved in the evacuation had
been "humane", and especially commended the War Relocation Authoritye.

In the policy of releasing evacuees for outside employment, "/RA!s hand
should be strengthened" by Church help in paving the way for favorable
community reception,

sesksfokokok ok
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