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INFORMATION RQUNDUP

War Relocation Authority San Francisco Regional Office
WOTE: This summary is for the CONFIDENTIAL use of the adﬁinistrative personnel
in the Washington and regional offices and at the projects. It is not a medium
for official announcementa OF JOBUIHCUIONS, o & o 5 5 & 6.8 ¢ & 5 8 .5 4.0 % 0 0

PLAIS MADE FOR
WASHINGTON MOVD

Director lMyer addressed the entire staff this afternoon, explaining in some detail
the new emphasis in WRA policy on relocating evacuees outside of the projects
and the need for establishment of one main office in Washington.

WRA is now moving into the fourth stage of the relocation program , the rehabilita-~
tion of evacuees throughout the United States except in areas excluded b the

Army. 8ince this program involves a close coordination with other government
agencies, the FBI, the State Department, and the Army among others, it becomes
essential to concentrate the administrative staff in Washington, Simplification
and tightening up of administrative lines is immediately necessary to insure the
successful operation of the rclocation program. Small offices will be set up in
key cities throughout the country to facilitate the job of placing evacuces in
productive Amorican life where they will be ablc to help relieve the shortage of
manpower,

Representatives of the Tashington office arc in San Francisco, to aid in the
transfer of porsonncl and cquipment to Washington, Plans are under way to find
temporary housing in Washington for thosc who are going cast, and every effort

is being made to accomplish thc transfor as smoothly and qulckly as possible,
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PRIORITIES SOUGHT

Since the War Production Board has madc it lYmown that it will not coamsider
individual applicatons for prioritics unless as a part of an overall program,

thc Zconomic Managomont Divisions are now working out the dctails of the overall
WRA vrogram. BEach projcet has been asked to submlt its plans so that a program
for sach center can be submitted to WPB., This will includc agricultural duvolop~
ment, industrics, and conter construction, such as schools, warchouscs, housing
for tho staff, otc. By the cnd of this wock it is hoped that a gonoral state-
ment will be rea Preparing this is an enormous task, particularly so since
certain cssuntlal matprlals have by now bocome so scarce that even prioritics do
not guarantec thecir availability,
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DIRECTOR APPCINTED
FOR MANZANAR

Ralph P, Merritt, former Univorsity of California official and later president
of large cooporative growers associations in California, hos been appointed
Project Director at Manzanar, Iir, kerritt is widely known for his work during
World War I as federal food administrator of California and later as president
of the Rice Growers Association and the Sun ilaid Raisin Growers., For several
years he lived in the Owens Valley and knows the area intimately, For the past
_ ten years he has engwged in ranching and mining in Inyo County and near Yering-
ton, Nevada.
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JUNIOR RED CROSS
AIDS CHILDREN

The Junior Réd Cross is making available to children in the projects games, candy,
toys, towels, washcloths; soap, crochet cotton, and other items, all of which
will be distributed through the schools., The Junior Red Cross will also help in
organizing groups of children outside the w»rojects to write letters to the evacuee
children., An exchange of letters between the Caucasian and Jopanese youngsters,

it is hoped, will contribute to a greater tolerance and understanding as well as
aiding the evacuees! morale.
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BAVE REGULATIONS OUT

Administrative Instruction No., 22 (Revised), covering leave regulations, has been
received. %t specifies in detail the procedures to be followed for a short-

term leave, leave to »participate in a work group, indefinite lecave, leave clear-
ance, application by participants in work groups for other leave, and leave
files. The instruction also includes sample forms which zre to .be followed.

iore than 1000 applicatons for indefinite leave have been filed for clearance
with the FBI by the Employment Division in Washington, About 150 have been
approved, but most of theose arc persons who filed application for 1eave before
getting offurs of employment,

LAND GRANT RAILROAD RATES

The solicitor has rondercd opinions to the cffect that land grent railroad rates

may be applied to the reil transportation of certain property by WRA. The
property must be of a typc considered Mmilitary property moving for mllitary
and not for civil uses. i This includes all materials, cquipment, and supplies
required for the basic neods of evacueccs; for the establishment and demarcation
of rclocation arcas, and for roads or othor mcans of access to such arcas; for
construstion and maintcnance of certain developments and improvemcnts; and for
uvsc of the othor branclos of the Federal, Statc or local governments or Allics in
prosecution of the war, Surplus -crops shinped for sale on thc opon market are
not subject to the land grant ratces,
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PROJECT RTPORTS:

lManzanar: llanagers of Blocks 16 and 22. Here are the detailed daily reports for
one 'moénth of the managers of two selected blocks which show.the wide range of
services performed by the managers.

Tule Lake: Visit of Hugh Ball, This report shows the attitude of evacuees toward
the evacuatioen and the project as expressed to Hugh Ball, oneof the founders of
the JACL and a good friend of many evacuees. The replies to his questions are
mor frank than those ziven to most interviewers.

Tule Leke: What the colonists like about project life. In contrast to a pre-
vious report on the fears of the colonists, this one.reports the advantages of
residing in a project, including the release from resnonsibility of operating
businesses during the war period, the opportunit- of training/%pecialized fields,

Central Utah: Veekly narrative roport of Fovember 20, Highlights of the previous
weck!s activities at this project were the completion of winterizing of the
barracks including the installation of all stoves; roceipt of an adequate supply
of coal; the return of ncarly a hundred workers, thusrlicving the labor shortage
on the project; complction of the coal-loading dock; canals and diversion gates
about rcady for the start of irrigation; an increasing number of cracked chimneys;
nlans made for a four~day Harvest Fostival over Thanksgiving; and experimeantation
and testing of cach typc of coal-burning stove to dctermine the amount of coal
ncofded for futurc usc and to supply information whereby rationing of coal or
managoment of its use may be put into effect intelligently.
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FROM PROJECT PAPERS

Twlean Disvatch:

Individual rccords of thc total population in the ten relocation centers will be
sent to Tulc Lake for coding.....The city charter was ratified on Nove 16 by a
vote of 3530 to 3089,s.s.The judicial committece aquitted 31 persons of the charge
of gambling.e..ssParcnts have been askoed to cooperate in keeping up school attend—
ance..e.eS5cven issei wore elected to the City Planning Board.....All Sears,
Rocbuck ordors placed through the cantocns will ontitle the Communitr Entor-
prises to reccive a commission.....lMore than 250 studonts have registered for
college credit courscs.,

Topaz Times:

¥ow namcs have been zgiven to the city streoets. Strocts ruaning cast and west
have beon namcd after precious end semi-vrecious stoncs found on the project

arca and sireets running north and south aftor native trees and ShrubSeeess
Authorization has becn madc for the purchase of 200 hoad of cattlc.sse.The
hospital has made an aopcal for blood donors.....A considerablc part of cvacuces!
houschold goods has now roached tho projocteseseod librarr in the church offices
will be maintaincd by the Inter-Faith linistorial Association.
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Gila News Courier:

Pormal opening of the Butte units of the hospital was held on Nov. 22.vues
Lettuce, green onions, and spinach are now being harvested.....50 trucks have
been acquired to ease the transportation problems. They were formerly used by
the CCC.....A shortage of crates was faced by the agriculture departmenteies.s
Thanksgiving Davy was to be the occasion for a Horvest Festival, complete with
queesn, coronation ball, and parace.

Minidoka Irrigator:

Electrification of the barbed wire fence around the center proved %o have been
done by the contractor to discourage residents from cutting the wire. The
generator was disconnected, since it was not authorized by WRA or by the Armreeess
The Co-o» Board of Directors recommended that the nroposed bus service be dropped
as well as the showing of movieSe.e.eesd large crowd attended the arts and crafts
exhibitess..Chairs, pianos, and organs have arrived from Buddhist and Protestant
churches of Scattle. and Prtland.....21 nisei and kibei were appointed to the
Military Intelligence Service 8chool in Savage, liinn.

l{anzanar Free Prcss:

A policeman was injured vhen attackcd by an unknown gang.es.s»Plans are being mado
for a carnival on Doccember 5th and 6th.....Co0-0p Congress voted to sponsor

movies and a shoc-rcpair shoDes...d now charter is being planncd for the city
government. Zlection of committecmen was held on Nove 22.wee.ln ninc days the
shoyu factory produced 1500 gals. of sauce.

Poston Press Bulletin:

Work on a swimming pool for Unit II has begunassesA sccond shipment of books and
chairs for the slementary schools was rcceivedesseod now cantcon was opened in
Unit I on Wov. 16. This is the largest onc so far to be cstablished.
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ATTORVTY ARRIVES fe o5

Edgar Bernhard has arriocved from Washington to asame the duties of aftorncy for
the Dvacuece Propcrty Division, which is to rcemain in San Francisco., Xont Silver-
thornc will remain herc as iir, Bernhard's assistant. Zdwin . Ferguson, Regional
Attorncy, leaves tonight for Tashington. g
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CONTRACT SIGH=D
TOR NET FACTORIES

The U. §.' Ingincers have signed a contract with John 1}, Stahl, prosidont of.the'
Southern California Glass Company, to oncrate camouflage nct factorics at Gila
River, llanzanar, and Colorado River, "This is the first contract to bring

private industrial managomont into the projects in this rogion.
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Under this arrangment the contractor will pay evacuces the outside prevailing
wages on a plece-work basis. The evacuces will determine how the wages arc to
be paid in those amounts over the regular vroject scale. It is cstimated that
about 960 will be cmplored at both Gila River and Colorado River and 655 ot
tlanzanar, Oporations uader the now plan arc oxpectod to begin noxt weck,
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