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WY EXPE’RIEHCE& DURING THE FIRST YEAR OF WAR

i Dacember savonth 1241, when I first heard of the attack on Pearl Har-
bor; I was very shocked. i)ur family thought we would lose much of the business
in our grocery store with most of our neighbors being white people. To our sure
prise the business went down only & little. The war did not effect our Christmas
and New Year much either, Ve traded gifts as we did the Christmms of 1940 and
everything went fine.

, The next few months went very quickly for me, With the evacuation coming

most of the Japanese pupils at school didn't care much about their school work,
Even though we missed two months of school work and played around most of the
seméster, the teachers promoted us to the next grade,

Then in April the evacuation began in Seattle. The papers showed when
different zones were going to be evacuated, I was living in gone, the next to
the last zonme to be evacuated. On londay, May llth at about 1:00 P.Y. we said
our iast "good-byes" and left for Puyallup on the busses. It took us almost two
moaotonous hours of riding to reach Puyallup. When we arrived there we were met
by & large groups At first I didn't kmow where I was but later I found out from
a friends that T was in Area D, :

The first week in Area D was filled by writing letters, taking a physical
exan, and looking around our new surroundings. About four days efter we arrive
ed at Puyallup, I got & job at the mess supply. After almost two weeks of work
I had to quit because I was underage. I spent the next two and a half months by
just playing. I made lots of friends anyway. The it was announced in August
that we were to be relocated sometime that month. First the advance crew went.
Then the different blocks went, I was living in Block One and left Puyallup with
the next to the last group leaving Area D. That day, August 18, 1942, was my
most exciting one. This was because it was going to be my first train ride and
also becauge this was going to be the first time I was to leave the State of
Weshingtone

We left the Puyallup Station about 93130 A.M. We stayed at Portland for
quite & while before we left for Minidoka. On the train we didn't have anything
to do so my friends and I decided to play cards, We played all that day and the
only time we weren't playing was when we were eating, The next day we were tired
of playing ecards so we thought we might as well watch the scenery or visit some
other friends at the other end of the train, The scenery was beautiful till we
got into Idaho where it got very boringe At last the train came to & stope. Soon
we transferred from the train to the busses. A little later we reached the camp,
We passed & few blocks Before we came to & stops Our family was almost the first
to get off the bus. lWe were guided through the mess hall, then to the laundry
roome From there a guide took us to our new home, Even though it wag very hot
and dusty I was very glad to get settled down again,

The next day when I first looked around the camp, I was very disgusted.
Chiefly because it was very dusty and also because we were surrounded by sage-
brushes. It was so dusty of the first month and a half I had to take a shower
every day so I wouldn't be white with dust. It was & cold shower at that, The
first two and a half months were spent by playings Then in November my friend
and I got jobs as swampers at the warehouse. Again with almost two weeks of work
I had to quits This time it was because of school. At school I learned only a
little. Anyway I made some new friends.
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. Thanksgiving and Christmas were just like the ordinary days out here.
The only things which made it feel like those days were the food we got. Alse
the presents we got on Christmss wmmdnd e that this important day was hewze,.

That was about all though. ‘ '
I don't like this camp life v;ry much but I'm trying to make the best

of it, I think everybody should.
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