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Tuesday night 6:45 PM

r is so late, but I have been doing some-
ed more for legibidity than speed--1'm
simply run away with me there is so

E I'm not sure when I wrote last, was it on the trsin? As vou
bably noticed I took the Pacifiec 11“1f06 to be sure of conneetions et

1s. But there was no need., The train was supposed to leave at 10 AM

I settled mvself contentedly for the three hour wailt after getting
breakfast and buying nail polish remover and fixing my nails Welle is
a wide spot in the roed with wild, bare mouritains on each Qiﬁe. It hséd
been 18 above in the morning but by noon it was too warm with ius+ my
woodlen blouse and skirt., To be brief, it developed that the train would
be late because the law requires that the erew have 8 hours De+meen runs
and the same crew were to take it back to minidoka and they had gotten
in late., The clerk said they couldn't start till 12:30 snd. that by the
time they got the train Teady to go it would be at leasst 1:%30. Then then
would probably wait for the two Challengers (East and ¥est bound) which
were also late and wouldn't be in till sbout 3., After they had come and
gone, he pointed out an ancient coach on a2 siding across from the ststion
and said that was mine and I could get on--it was all bv itself--no engine,
I got on and the conductor apologized for the dirty seats--the windows wer
ald open, there was a stove in each end of the passenger part (the rest

was LﬂrmeVlv bagoabe ecar, now crew quarters) and an gnecient oil lemp was
in a brafket readv for use even thoush there was an electric ¥ioht inthe
ceiling, Soon two trainmen got on. One of them went to sleep in the
seat behind me and started to talk--odd little scraps including "Come up
and see me sometime"™, Finally the conductor came down to me and said

1'¢ better get something to eat becesuse thev had to wait for 2 load of.
sheep and probably wouldn't get to ‘twin Fslls till 9 or 10.

steweéd in our juice until the sheep
11 over the lot hitehing us behind the

arrived an he

fragrant string o We were off at 4:30 (when we were due
in Twin Fal l !). It turned out thet the trainmen--a third hsd joined
thém--were a eth

11 pretty hasppy. 1t wes rether an appropriate introduction
to the wild and woolly west to be the only passenc-er on & freight train
with three intoxicated trainmen returnine from their day off in town!

Two kept to themselves but the biggest one was most sttentive and
volunteered to protect my interests in case anvone wasn't a gentleman!

I managed to keep him at bay until finsllv the conductor was through vith
his duties and offered to show me how high vwe had climbed. That Kept

me occupied the first hour of the trip and then the men got off.

It was a beautiful climb up across the wastes of northern

ade in the sunset. ‘There were lovelv mountains which +urned emethyst
ﬂnﬂ glowed as only bare mountains can, Then there was an abrupt change
to volcanic formations end rocks. All along was gra-ing country and
lots of cattle., Finallvy we had a beautiful moon in a2 clear sky. The
conductor chatted with me in his spare moments and told me about keeping
hie son in the U, of Chicaro medical school and life on that railrosd
and the kind of countrv we were going throush, There were two other
very nice crew members who were in and out, When it began to get dark
he explained that we could heve lights whenever 1 wished but it was




easier for them to see where thev were going in the dark. So we rode in
the derk, By that time it hsd gotten cool andéd we had the windows shut and
the stove go'ng.

Just to capthe e¢limax, we had to go on a siging 15 miles out
of Twin Falls to give the other train the right of wav on the singletrack!
We sat there from 10 till 11! I arrived in Ywin Falls at midnight., There
was onlv the clerk closing up and no taxi., The conductor was just like s
father and carried mv basgs in and phoned for a taxi for me!

I was practically negroid by the time 1 could bathe! The
next morning (Wednesday) I phoned the Project st 9 as 1 had been instructed
Mr. Stafford the Director said he would contact mr, Pomeroy and mske
proper arrangements, So I proceeded to wait--until 3 PM., By that time
I was reconciled to just sleeping until called for

A Mr, Graves came out with a staff car (he is in charge of
transportation here), He is a nice big, hearty men., He helped me by
telline me about the country and something of the development and history
of the project.

Mr, Pomeroy turned out to be a verv fine man--very approach-
able and kind with a good sense of humor, Jerry and Mildred (high school
and elementary principels) were there too.

But I should go back and tell you that in the 20 miles from
Twin falls you go from one world t» another. South of the Snake river
where thev hsve irrigation the land is very much like michigzan except that
vou can see mounteins on the northern and southern horizons (thex sourthern
ones sre only sbout 50 miles awav and look nearer, the northern ones are
about 100 miles avay), There is lotes of fine stock, alfalfa, potatoes,
beans. The lend is very rich if you can just get water to it., The
Snake river cuts through a deep gorge in volecanic roek, On the northern
side vou go immediately into the tyvpical volcanic rock and ash country.
From there on it is desert--sage brush as far as vou csn see on a rolling
vallev floor. And dust which blows some outside of the project. Of
course all the construction and clearine of sage brush has loosened tons
of light dusty dirt for every stray breeze, nothing is sacred to it!
Thevy sav it has been much worse and I can see a difference just since
thev paved the main road this week,

As vou approgbh the project vou are not so much aware of
the police function., You drive at least a mile in from the main road
to the project which is © miles northwest of #den and due east of Gooding.
There is s sentrv station called "Little Fort custer® and evervone is
supposed to heve a pass, but they soon learn the regular customers.
‘the teachers who were here had just moved out wmonday of the previous
week and some of the men with families are still living in town for lack
of family cuarters, derry light =nd hisL4 boys menage out here because
thev heve 2 trailer. el

myvy first stop was at the educetion office., 'fhen I signed

up for the pav roll and flllﬁc out some more papers. Aien 613nrr which
is served from 5 to 6. Until the Administrative mess is opened we eat
about a half mile down the hill in one -of the block dining halls where
all WRA emplovees eat 1n acdition to the block residents., 1t is a
cafeteria affair, All the bulldings are tar paper and beaver bosrd, un-
finished inside. Heat&d by coal stoves.

Perhaps 1L should explain that a block is made up of 12
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barracks buildings 20x120 with 6 apartéments for families of warious sizes,
There are two each 16x20, 20x20, and 24x20. ‘rhere is also s dining hell,
laundry with stationery tubs and ironing boards and showers S; & recreation

hall, snd community privies--one for men 2nd one for vomen. ‘here is no
water in the houses, and hot water isn't available in sll the blocks Yet.
All have electricity and stoves (these are still being set up by crews
working 24 hours 2 day so some people heve been called out of bed in the
middle of the night to hﬂve their stoves connected--vou don't dare sav no .
because you can't tell when they might come back te do it

Unfartunately they have had to use the recreation hells in
many blocks for other fh?ﬁﬁs-—offioes, single men's do*W1+ovw; s Cooperstive
enterprises (canteens, laundries, barber shops, shoe repeir, ste.)

I moved in aftér dinner. “he teascher's dorms have Trooms
about 10x12 with a 32" iron cot snd two army blankets. W%We have hot and
cold water =nd flush toilets. HKventuslly we are to get furniture which.
used to be in the EYmpire hotel in San ?rsncisco-—now taken over by the
Armv or nevy, it is in the warehouse, but those of us who are oriented
know that doesn't mean too mijmwh. it isn*t worth vwhile unpeckine much
because, in spite of our crew of little Jdapanese ladies who clean twice
a day, wetre dusty.

i When I arrived there were about € of us here--I moved into

? the dorm with them because the dorm I anm #to live in was still occupied

’ by workmen, 1'1l]1 move in a dav or so, All of the nioneers were simpdy

: wonderful people, There are two Japanese missionaries (Baptist and

3 Episcopal), a girl from mezx Emmett, Tdaho, one from Bois&, two from
Mminnesota, one from Kansas, and Eil@r@dcsnc me,

i
H
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The set-up for educatisn here is really fine--the administra-
tion see eve to eyve on the finest progressive slant., Education is under
Commwnﬂtv Services (Health, food, Dol ee, reecreation, efte. )¢ As sn
introduection to the life here +hev had teachers start to work vith sone
| community agency until Workshop °¢an yesterday.

Thursday morning Jerry Light took me around and introductd me
| to the key people and zave me » wonderful buimd—un as heving soeial work
§ and clinical nsvchology backeround and especially secured for my view-
point in the actuasl teachine situstion., I found my niche in the Com-
} munity counselor's office--the welfare service--thev handle all kinds of
pro~lems other people don't have facilities for. There are three of the
finest Japanese voung women as case workers under a very fine voung man
(Mr. Sandoz) who reminds me somewhat of Donald Evans, They handled
funéeels, permissions to leave camp (only in emergency), msr”|9ﬁeu, housihg
61”*1011f10o (there is a housing office, but the €ounselor helps iron out
wrinkges), student relocation, etc. I worked with that office t11
Saturday noon. Thursday morning thev were eivine out relief clothing =and
I sat in on the interviews--asll cix were 0ld men over 70 so thev had to
speak in Japanese. Then ve went over to the dininghell which had been
converted to clothing supply for workmen and relief cases. Tt was pethetic
tO0 see the pleasure of some of the 0ld men who had only the elothes on
their backs getting 2 suits of un¢ erwear, work pants, sox, and coat. The
clothing is slightly used qtuff from the l“’* war, most of it.

In the afternoon I went out on a call of my own--it took me
way across the ﬁ“OWﬁct which covers 24 scuare miles of inhabited area
e is a total of 68,000 acres in the “roiﬂcﬁ). I had two other calls
at the other end of camp, but I made those in a car. I also hed a ride
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out to the cemetery to see that a grave wo1d be ready--it wouldn't be, be-
cause the earth was to hard and the men hadn't had sufficient notice.

There were two little wooden, Japanese markers aslready--off in a wilderness

of sage brush., One interesting thing about funersls is that it is prae-

tically a Japanese requirement--at least a strong tredi ion that thev must

have 2 photocrasph of the funersl to send to the relatives in Ja apan to show
it was a decent burial.

Friday was the dustiest I had experienced. In the morning I
went to the north side of the proiect with Frances Maeda (pronounced mv-da)
one of the workers, She is a college graduate and has worked with Girl
Reserves--she has a position waiting in the missionary ofrices in Boston

as soon s she can be released, I wish vou might know herd. She has helpeel
me a great deal to really see life from the Japshese angle. I have eaten
with her at lunch a couple of times'and she hss introduced me.to s grest
many of her Japanese friends, The afternoon was rather quiet becauce it

was so dusty out so we went to csll on some people whom she felt needed

the 1ift--a wifé whose husband is studving in the east and a mother whose
only daughter is leaving for schook. We also met the director of the
protestant young people's choir, I was really flattered when the mother

we called on immodlcuelv offered to make my curtains and give me one of
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her window rdes. Incidentally, while we were waiting for it to be
late eno“”nf er lunch to call on peonle with small children, the three

case workers anc ¥ sat around a table and talked about things in a Better
House and Gardens Frances had bought in the cantéen. From there we
neturelly branched into their life in the camp and in the assemblv centers
from which thev had come, It was a wonderful experience Thev even »nro-
gressed to camp gossip which I felt was rather *lq++977xﬂ confidence in nme,

fricday niglt the Lichts orscanized a trip to town--we saw To

T Be or Not to Be--it's a good comedvy, T was aleo able to buv some necessitics

such as soap end kleenex,

Ssatur
worker, who is wi
vear old boyv.,

day morning I went out with Mrs. Susuki, another case
fe of one of the doctors here. She has a dear little 5

In the afternoon those of us who were stavine here for the
weekend went to town (Twin Falls) to shop., For $5.50 I bought just
about everything I needed--mirror, curtain materlal, weste basket,etc,

Sunday afternoon lona, the Idaho girl (Emmett) who has a car
offered to +ﬂ<9 us for a ride. The same five af us _were on deck. The
car is a Plymouth coupe--we put two folding chairs in the space behind
the seat. Then two of the fellows were unoccupied o we took them too--
in the baggage compartment behind--we tied the 1id up and they propped it.
One of the men is a native who is tvpieal cowbov western tvpe with tell
tales--he has railreaded in this part of the country. The other was
Jerry Jensen of Stanford the guidance director (by the way, I was very
2le@ that he got the job--we click perfectly and he has been simply
wonderful sbout con sulting me--our experiences seem to be complementary).
Instead of "eing a little ride, we went first to EEwexkz an ice cave iust
north of Shoshone, That was ouﬁ in the midst of a lava deposit--very
interesting--not very deep. It was very hot outside and iust doen 10 or
15 feet there was a frozen stresm which made a floor of ice.

e

hen we went on across the desert to &he Wood River whieh had
very interesting pot holes in the rocks around it
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Soon we started climbing into the mountains. The country wes
not so dry. There was a nice stream with trees and a railroad. Soon we
were in Heley, a little oasis of irrigated land--no that was Shoshone,
Halev was a Cu$rf little town, mostly along the hichway, The mountains
closed in closeB to the road all the way from Bellevue to Haley, then
we were in Ketchum, the railroad stop for Sun Valley., It was just about
a mile off the highway to the whole scene we had seen in Sun Vallev
Serenade, except there wes no snow, It's a charming place out in the
midst of nowhere--just mountains, But the scenery was best from there
on--we bought food for a campfiire dinner and proceeded on into Savtooth
Netional Forest. We climbed up over the mountains into Stasnlev Basin.
Most of the trees vere evercrreen and aspens so the mountains looked es

T

thoucgh a forest fire were creeping down them with vellow ané orance
foliage cropping out unexpectellly--it was Hreutd teking.: There was a

lovelv mouritain stream off beside the road mostof the wav, About 50
miles bevond Sun Valley we oaﬂe to Alturas Leke--it micht have b@@q in
the Adirondacks or Switzerlan Crystal clear way out, with mountains
surrounding it. Tnfortunatﬂlv I must have been tired or the shock of
the hot and cold at the cave or something mefe me car sick enough so I
dién't care for nuﬂnpr. But they had a fine camp fire and watched the.

sun go dovn ,°T7 0,&.4h*,ofwau‘7éz“¢. SEe 3227p 44»0274‘4)*
S

home about 11, the boys neasrly froze.

.‘
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The Workshop started vesterday. We had speeches from the
kev men of the proiect. There were 60 of us, About 25 Caucasians (we
don't fefér to ourselves as "vhites") and the rest Japanese student teacher
and assistent teachers. We had an unusual day--the meat for our dining
hall d1dn't come t111l 11 and it took 3 hours to cook -g0 we had to wait
Lill 2 for lunchs - Thenm our speskers-eouldn't come st the lest minute,

=But ve had a very nice time with contributions from the floor on the

iix

history and geography of the surrounding country,

Last nicht we were all supposeé to attend some communitv
function, most of us went to the ehoir., Thev Hed 50 o¥ 75 young
people and the young lady (Mrs. tara) got them to sing with =211 their
souls, Some of us plan to join--thev practice twice 2 week, After-
wards we went to a Japanese entertainment over st the other end of canmp.,
It was all in Japesnese so the o0ld people could understand--several
instrumental numbers, a play, etc. Evervone seemed to enjoy it and we
had = good time,

t

This morhing we had a fine start on dis secussing curriculum.
In the afternoon we hadéd a eguided +ouv of the camp and saw just about
everything,

You wonld be surprised thesee the breakfasts 1 put awav!
m of

8 0Ou

A typicel one was hot cakes, cresm of wheat, half grapefruit, and coffee.
The dinner and supper tend to be starchy, but we're getting used to
=

n
of rice a davy.

. We aren't sure we can have school next veek begasuse the
furniture just arrived in the form of lumber, but we will probably
mee® sn hour a dsy or so at least, dJerry Tlﬁht plans to use me for

visiting teacher work as soon es I cen get an assistent trained in to

2
helpv me, It is going to be a thrilline experience.

We have gotten sdditions to the teachine staff right slong
this week., ‘'onight a charming lady who left Burma in 'February srrived.



sShe used to Pe a missionary. ‘'here are some others--unfortunately our
first lemon, I shouldn't be surprised to see her wash out cooh 8r efse

snep out of 'it--the rest are such grand sports she is a bed contrdst,
sut we just can't complain when we know so many Japsnese

personglly as we do. ‘They can't get away, and they live in such ineén-
;venleﬁt guarfers, vet we hsve yet to see any of them out of sorts. / They
mensge $0-smile at something most of the time and they all look as neat
&s pins. | Wwe have been especially charmed with 4heir gentleness with
e¢hildren., The fathers seem to take the responsibility of Beeding the
voung children at mesls,

I hope you are ahle to send the pillow, sheéts, linen, etec,
goon, L heve been tryving to rec=ll what was done with mv »nin-up lsmp =2nd
1 think that was sent to Portlsnd. Do vou suppose Aunt Edith would be
able to find it and also the box of nick nacks which I sent there to be
storedr And I think my pictures (etchings by Andy Tymon, etc.) are there
too,

Une thing I could use woulé be s hat box to keep my hats
out of the dust. somewhere in the trail I left behind me there was a
cardboard one with sort of an imitation airplane baggage finish., wmavybe
it would be easier to send one of the celonhane ones--or aren't they
collapsibler I think I "7rpco-re1t10 1ed the desirabilityv of the down
comforter. I hope you haven't given all the hangers to the serap drive
or the tailer. I could use 15 or 20 of them to good adventage. I can
also find grateful recipients for any. books you may care to ret rid of,
You'd better send them to me direct snd 1'11 sort those for the teschers
to read Tirst and give the rest “WYGO‘ to the 1T0reree 1T vou'd 11“D to
~pe¥ye the NY Times Sundav edif®ton sent to me 1'd appreciste £t 2nd meke
good use of 1t,

1 AR
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My, that souhds like a big order, but with psv checks coming

w

throush 1*"9~u arlv the first time or so, I hate t6 spend monev when
:f‘ other hf\r“’(‘q w&%?“—'—l wd\__ /»‘fa—-—-‘[ /5L

This letter has strung out so 1'm going to 2sk peonle to.
send it around ss a round robin to the addresc ¢ at the bottom.
i$'8 9:30 now 2nd I must get my bath anéd go to breakfsst at
7:80, T conld talk on all nis

QVHQQ/ j&y@w@a*

Annf Eleanor and Peggy
-/ Box 105, State

U

eechers Collece, Trenton, nT,
134 Western Ave,, Benton erbor*
%oy 58, Salinsc, Califorris
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