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S

: After the strike Townsend resturned :1d in an interview with the

Project Director (#f which-a stsnographic record was mede) admitted that

he had been wrong in his actions during the strike, admitisd thet ke had
greatly exaggerated the seriousness of tiae si*uﬂtinn, and acknowledged that #
he was wrong in leaving his post of duty, Townsend's record prior to the -
strike had been poor. That record, together with his corduct during ths
disturbance caused the Froject Director to ask for his rn°1&V*"1hn

After Townsend realized that he had been dismisssd, he took the
eourse not infrequent] y ollomed by disgruntlsd employeec. He prepared
a long and highly emotiecnal statement purporting to be a description of
conditions in the Pos ‘hn Cqutﬂf. This he broadcast throughout the
country. One copy came into the possession of the War Relocaticn Authority
in April 1942,

imony pefore
internal evidence
the Comniltuse
ament into the

&)

This ssme statement formed
the subcommittee. A4g & matier of
in the testimony itself that Town
censisted simply of Townsend rvulﬂ
record with appropriate lezding que L«onk “om
Committes’s investigator. There wWasz no cross-cxan 5
statement, no matter how clearly feptastic, was accepnted for the record
at face valus. :

&

On June lQ 1942, vhe subcommittee visited the Poston Canter,
the Projset Dir to y - DoviDe wed Townsend's testimony, asked for
the privilege of(making a -'*'s ~*L on it for the record., - The subcommittce
refused to hear him, Ve have, thevefors, in the inter of pres 1L ng

the facts for the record, reviewed the bestimony at leng

the attached summary of felse statements mede by Townssen tcg?tne“ w»th

an outline of the facts ach situation.  All comments made on the fol-

1ow1n“ pages are fully documented in the records of the La Relocation
Authori t;_‘/ .
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FALSE STATEMENTS OF UHAROLD H. TOWNS

END BEFORE THE HOUSE OF RETRE-
SENTATIVES SUB-COMMITIEE OF THE SPECIAL COMIITFEE ON UN-
AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, LUu ANGELES, CALIFORYIA,
MAY 26, 1943, 2100 P.N.

g

Page 2

Question: Mave you ever served in the United States Army?"
Answer : Y¥eoi!

Question: "ihen?™

Answer: Yio18, T

Questions "Did you serve in France?"

Answer: b2 noﬂths in France."

Comment

Records of the War Department of men who served in the United
States Army during the last war contain no record of military service
by Harold H. Townsend. Records of the Carter 0il Company, Tulsa,
Oklahomsa, show that Townsend was employed by that compeny as a Super-
intendent of Guards from iarch 1, 1917 to January 15, 1919. Records
of the YMCA indicate that Townsend served in France as a YNMCA hut
worker after the last war, from February, 1919 to August, 1918.

Puge 9

Questimn: "Do they have a hospital in Poston?"
Answer: "They have a very fine hos spital, a very large hospital,

modern in every raspect. Large enough %o nandle ap-
proximately 600 people and is usually filled.”

Comment

ihe UfflCLal rated cagivltv of Poston Ceneral Hospital is £50
beds with 120 beds available for oscupancy. The average dally census
of the ﬁOSpltal from July, 1942 to May &1, 194%, is given in the Fol-
lowing table. The average daily census of patient for this period is
98. 1.

C~0333-P3~BU-005-1P
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=
Patient Days
in Hospital Days Daily Average
July 2285 B30
August 2827 0.2
September 2886 . 0657
October 3115 100.4
November 5285 10945
December . 3407 10958
January 3457 ¥11.8
February 3157 Liz.7
ilarch 2015 93.9
April 2785 gd 8
ey 2Lt 8S.6
Page 10

Question:

Answer:

Comment

During:

Page 11

=
)

Questions:

Answer:
Comment

During

"Do you recall how much food was consumed daily?"

"lie, by actual count, supplied 58 tons of subsistencse

per deys '

the month of December, 1942 -- the last month when Mr.,
Townsend was on duty at the project -- the average quantity of food,
delivered to evacuee mess halls was 27 tons per day.  The evacguee
population in the center at that time was approximately 18,000.

"The amount of the food and the

+

yvpe of Tood was deter-

mined by the WRA in Washington; is that correct?”

"argely so, yes, s

the period when ilr.

Gl

Townsend was on duty at the Poston

Relocation Center, supcrvision over the requisitioning of food by the

center was exercised by the regional office aof the War

:location Au-

thority in San Francisco, California. Since Jonuery, 1943, simitar
supervision has been exercised by the Viashington office.

Page 12

Mr=.

Towngend:

"The information that was furnished me by certain
friendly groups was that they had placed different
types ol ofierpericy food 7@ secret cellars under the

mess halls for the

invasion armies and parachute

C-O§56—PLL-BU—COS-WP




y - =
. troopers. But in addition to that they had large
, gaches of food throughout the desert, buried, that
e could be used for similar purposes. And this informa-
< / tion was furnished by friendly Japansse who were en=-

deavoring to get special favors, and we werc constsntly
trying to find out what was happening to certal
plies, and we always had 2 number of Japanese
would give us information for an exchange of favors."

Comment.

This story is entirely without foundation and was never men-
tioned by Mr., Towngend during the time he was employed at Poston. It
is impossible that the svacuees could have stored food under the desert
conditions at Poston in a manner to preserve it more than a few days.

6. Page 10

Mr. Tovmsend: YAt nunerous times we had these th¥eves caught, and
produced evidence and information about the process
of the entire thieviag ring. The matter was placed
before Mr. Bnpie, and Nr. Head, and Mr, Gelwvin, and
the M. P. authorities, and it was always stopped, be-
cauce there was no way that they could see that we
would be btenefited by trying to prosscute them. Ve
then established a daily loss of aﬁproximatcly $5C0
through the thefts within the camp, which was agreed
upon by all of us, and even at that they would not
take any action towards progecution.”

Commant

Records of the Poston Internal Security Office indicate that
Mr. Townsend made only three complaints about what he considered il-
legal activities within the projuct area. One was concerng h the
fact that property of an svacuee was missing from'a shipment received
from the Salinas, California Assembly Center. Another had to do with
three small Japanese boys playing hide-and-seek in Mr. Townsend's car.
The third had to do with an evacuee securing scrap lumber from the
sglvage depol without authorization.

fe Poage 10

Question: "Was the food that you served to the Japanese at Poston

as good or botter than that being served to the Army?"

Answer: "TIf was sSUPErior in GVErY WAY sessevsses

C-0336 ~P5-BU~COS-WP




Comment

o

Wood at Poston was and is requisitioned through the Quarter
master Corps. 1In guality 1t is equal to or lower than that sorved
at training camps and other Army centers. In gquantity it is sub-
stantially less than that provided by thne Army as cvidencéd by the
ration cost, which has not exceeded 45¢ per person per day.

0

Pago 17

Question: Were the Japanese served ice cream at Poston?"

>

Aaswer: "Yes, sir, we had ice cream brought to us every day

from the Golden State Creamery ”om*'“*o"

Comment

With regard to this statement, we have the following comment

submitted by Mr. Jos A. Petta who has served as Assistant Chief
Steward at the Posten Center since June, 1942:

"o ice cream has ever been i
funds forfevastess.  -Tcd crosm roc
for in one of the following ways;:

ith government
ston Is paid

"l. It is purchased by the comuunity sterss using
- evacuee funds, for re=sale Lo evacuees.

purchased occasionally
esg guring the summer of
1842, The personnel mess is operated Bs @

' Bess, and i0s gxpenses are phid by

for tlie porsonncl

employees "

Page 17

Questions Yand milk?"

Answer: "Milk orders ran from 8,000 to 12,000 quarts of homo-
genized milk every day."

Comment -

Milk received at the center has never exceeded 8,000 quar
daily. Deliveries reached this fipure during part of December 19
end January 1943 as a result of incrcased requisitions authorized
by Mr. Townsend without consgulting the Froject Steward.

020336~ P6-BU-COS~-WP



10.

110

The current contract calls for maximum deliveries of 6,264
quarts daily, but there is an agreement with the vendor that de-
liveries to the center are contingent upon the needs of military es-
tablishments in the area and upon the requirements of other consumers.
The vendor has recently notified the center that deliverics are like-
ly to be reduced drastically in the near future. :

Page 17

Questions Yand butter?"

Answer : "Tfe had the finest grade of Challenge butter and other
high-grade butter that we could buy.

Comment '

On January 28, 1943, the War Reclocation Authority instructed
all centers to discontinue the purchase of butter and to substitute
olecomargarine. Then point rationing on meats and fats was initiated
on March 9, 1943, the rcstriction on the purchase of butter was
lifted, with the proviso that two conditions must be met: (1) that
the regular civilion allowance of 16 points per wcek for meats and
fats should not be cxceeded; and (2) that in the eveant of civilian
shortages, butter purchasus should be discontinued. Throughout this
entire périod, thc Poston Cenber has continued to use oleomargarine
becausc of its lower ration point value and lower cost.

Page 17

Qucstions "as ‘there plenty of mcat and sausage of all kinds
supplied?"

_Answer: "The finest cuts and grade A meats; quarters and full
curcasses of lambs and pork, and the best cuts of beef
were brought in; on an average of onc refrigerator car
a day."

Questions "T believe you statcd that all of it was of thke very
best grade?”

Answer: "The finest grade that we could geb."

Question: "{as the grade of foed bettor than that obtairied by
our own citizens i tho markets and stores?"

Answer: "Very much better than you can buy in the open market."

Comment

licats procurcd at Poston and other rglocation centers have gen-
erally been U. S. Commercial (third) grade or lewer. As a matter

0-0336-07 ~



policy the Var Relocation Author ity ?voids prosur:zment of commoditics

knovm Tto be

scarce in ths markets wher purvra”fs are made. - In

Hovembor, 42, voluntary moat rﬂtlonlrg was introduced in the six
reutern cont\ru. Thig program was cxhtended to the four castern cente

in Jlnuory, it
_Aamlnlstratlan are Fclﬂm-und have been applicd ut all centers

of Price

Zuestion:

Answer:

Question:

Answer:
Question:

insvers

Hipget

A1l mandatory ratiening restrictions of the Ofilcc

"hat wus done with the garbapgo?"

"ihat was done with the garbage?”

"It wos taken -- we would load it onto cguipment and dig

ditenes end throw it into the ditehos and vover it i

",

ihiat happamed with refersuce to the ides of fecding it
to the hogst"

- M"Jp-until January S0th there was nothing done at all.

About january 20th Weshington wrote the director and
asked hie hew many hops tngy had to use the 8 or 10
tons of garbage thwt we had dn the canp, wnd we had
been out trying to buy nogs, and we had every heg in
gouthern Calif ori‘la—-throumx this same croup that was
building this $25,000; 7)0 "ulworation,-we had cyiry hepg
farm and every cattle farm tabulated, and uu'knew all

the hops avelluble, sorbe had this hop neoay chisek the hogs,
and ab the time the letter was roceived there masn't 2
hog in the camp. They then, without any knowledre on
tiie part of the supply deparbment, ordered in 200 200-
poursl hors, and they snswered Weshington by tolling
them Chat we hind 200 hoes,

=

"I would like -to enlarge a Jittlo bit upen that. If youd
know anything about hogs, you know you woulda't want to

start fceding Ruo—“ound Foes ' rogdy for the me
ket.  They bouehb 2.0 paild £5 cents &

pound for theme  The g livbed jr the

market, ¢ould hsve b“ ashv fo 7' centyg o pound, and

they were hops that we were considering: buying for butcher-

ing for porkK. Fhoy wero too old to he handled Tor fetdars,
B

and chat order should
cosh S10 op G150 o0 Po .
25 conts a1 pound. lHow they have this number of nogs dovwa
there, weighing 300 or %00 pounds, wnd they are not fit
for anytiing cxcent Jurd,”

e
have bpeen for hops hmt woxld have

+

v

0-0336-P8-RU-C0OS-WP
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Comrment

pursuant to 2 general

» on Decenber o, 1949, st

at the Iohuon Cernter. Thres hun .
pigs were 1%, 1948, in aceordanct with stazndard

nvavrmnan, DYOCUrer dt vrocedure. The pigs averaged 145 pounds

each. ©Since tkeq 325 more nigs, averaging 115 pounds each, have beer

purchassd,
i

age broke, double vaccinated feeder pigs.

r

GQuestion: Mfr, Tovnsend, how weny warehouses did you say were under
your jurisdiction at Poston?"

Answer: Ll
Question:? L Sl
Answer: "180 werehousesg.!

he entire project, including six

3
e,
W
v
3
")
3
st
)
(9]
15
3
~
v

a8

£ & -
0 warehouses
aafd,

were employed in the werehouses®™

. the -- now, wait a minutel In the
hink there wergw——-"

.

Questiont “pn sporoximation will be all right."

Angwer: Thore were 880 Japsznese and 4 white supervisors in the
warehonses."

wmnnu

The maximum number of Japsnese over to be employed in the wars-
houges was 700, They were employed during the month of December, 1942,
and distributed as follows

0=0%36-P9~BU-COS "™
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Mr, Tovnserd: - "Now, as for the furniture, of course, the Peston de-
velopment includee 9 very marvelous Caucasian personw-
nel centor, The plan showed 54 modern bungalo oE and
two dormitories, bhiee gtories, one for women and ons
for mer, and the administration homes, which would cost

Wm‘Wn\T9 betwecn fifteen and twenty thousand dollers,

are were to be four of them, and & beautiful park

”““u, with swimming pools, ard so forth, And this

furnitura vas purchased for that purpose, to farnish

those, It was all bought from Barker Brothers, and
he pricers on it were not reasonsble, They were very,
ary | consideration of the man 7, many carloads,

%o nust have hr;, ch, at least 20 carloads of that

tyre of furnitur

<
el

(5el
&

f at Poston include
nstrugtion period

o,

Inom two to six

Qwriors provided for the
Youp-roon cottages LaiLu &
ty~Lfour hougeleeniz
swrvlmmmwnadgpzﬂuﬂxi
thietre~o: srations con

raems

g
bar racks corn¢ugry

c;uctﬂcn found uhrouqhout tue
5 barracks-~type dormitories,
throom and from ten to twelve

There are no three-gtory buildings, nc mcdern bungalows, and no
dual administration homeg other than Tb“ eight-cotlages built by

dndds
% A .-
bhe obwy.

In accordance with the eustomary prqctice in pubiic or private
prcjnzbo in such isolated lncutWQrﬂ as Poston, stuaff cuarters are fits
tod wilth essential furniture, Furniturec for the quarters at Peston was,
not 111 purchased from Berker Brothers, but in fact was socured from a

umber of vendors, chiefly in Los A; vhere the purchases werc made

-

4% !
by the Office for F ergency Management,

staif members pay rent to the goverrment bhased upon the
gize and character of accommodsticns furnished,

0 -0736-P10~BU~COS-WP
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16, Papgs 02

Question: "In addition to the food stored in the warehouses,
what olse was stored there?!

Angwer: "There were supplies and equipment of every con-
ceivable type in the numerous warehouses. The C,C,C,
had sent in hundreds of carloads of miscellaneous
equipment, We had warchouses that we moved the stuff
"imtoand locked up, and they hadn't been opened for
months, bocause it was just miscellaneous ecuipment,
Ve didn't know what it was,"

Comment

The Czvilian Conservation Corps has not shipped in hundfreds
of carloads of miscellancous cqulpmknt It is estimated that two
(2) miscellanecous carloads (100,000 pounds) would hold all the sur-
plus items; such as tools, The C,C.C. automotive ecuipment that hag
been received did not cxcced, at the most, ten (10) carloads, All
warehouses are opencd and ingpected regularly in the ordinary course
of business.

17. Page 24

My, Townsend: ",....Then there is another thing that oecurs %o me,
We wore ¥éry-unxious to get %chool .buses. 'We brought
in =~ wo had 400 teacherss caoq.

GComment,

Elsewhere in the testimony (page 34) Mr, Townsend states that
therc are 100 Caucasian teachers and 200 or more Jpanese teachers,
In fact, on December 19, 1942, there were 283 teaches in the Poston
schools; 83 were Caucasian and 120 vere Japanese., These figures
include not only elementary and secondary teuchcrs, but also the
Director of Education, three high school principals, one elementary
principal, and twelve other supervisory educational personnel,

18, Page 25
Question: "Going back to the fleet of dump trucks bought in Los
Angcles, do you recall the name of the firm those trucks
were purchased from?"

Angswer: "It think it was Finkelstein, Finkelstein is another
one of the gwindlers that we bought hundrcds of thousands

C~03%6-P11~BU-COS-WP
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of dollars of equipment from -- this firm of Finkelstein,
and always there was a kick-back to the procurement rcp-
tesontative,!

Questions - YTs Finkelstein located in Los Angeles?"

Answer: YHe s here, yen," :

Questions #Tg that his firm name?!

Ansyer: "Finkelstein end Company, onc of these big salvage com-
panies."

Gomnent

No trucks of any kind were murchascd by the Poston Center from

Page 31

Question; "Were many of thosc Kibei on the internzal pelice force?!

Answer: . "I didn't e t that

Questions "T asked you, were many of the Kibei on' the internal

' police foreey!

Angwers "Yes, a large number of them were."

Qunﬂtion. "They composed the so-called goon scuads that you have
Beterred Lol

Answer: U¥es, ogin, mbe “olfce fo“oo was largely built up of the
%CSLCPO because they tell you
that th Germa X and they
ere, ir ilty of the
maliciou . '
the CRID, lsiey ot
ogcvnt<ﬁmMrlcqn-horﬂ > uj'uﬁcuu%u he
might expose some of uncer-cover 'O"K

Comment ’ - -

At the time of lir, Tormsend's presence in Poston, there were three
evacuee officers in charge of the police ﬁ@ﬂartmgntL in the thrce wmis,
A1l of thesge men vere N , or American-born, ‘Kiicrican-educated Japanese,

The officers who assisted them and who held The rank of Captain or
Lieutenant in the local police departments were all Nisel Japanese;
only one of these hac ever been to Japan at any time, This man held
the rank of Captain in the police department of Unit Two and his loyal=
ty and ability were unguestionable, A few Kibcel were taken in to each

C-0%36-P12-BU-COS-WP
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20,

: as patrolmen, “nmtlculariy because
of their ability % opcah Jﬁpan<se and to o(al with gome of
the older evacuees vho had standing Tngli
These men were vicked very carofuILJ, and tnerc hae never been
any indicetion that any of *them were involved in troublemaking
or subvercive activitiee ’

As to the testimony regarding the German trninin“ of any
y.,b o s -

of the young men employed as policemen in Poston, Mr ne
L. Miller, Director of Police at Poston, raports t%<u

~

information has never been forvarded to me and I ha

secen no practiee which would indicate any such
might add that, having spent some months in G

s
-, -
and surveyed N”"l polics pradticos; 1 an *nc“outh" familier
with German methods of training and mennerisms, and I have

never seen any ovidence of QUCQ trairing o contact among any

of the Japanese in Poston,!

Page 33

Question: Uitho is the head of the education depariment at
~ Poston?h e
Answer: MRy Cory W
Questions "Do you know anything aboub Mry Cary's backeround?¥
Answer: "Yes, Mr, Cary snd most of the Cauvcagian staff
were imported from Honoluiu, and he was the
principal of the McKinley High School there,!

Comment

Out of a total of eighty-threc L\UC“D
at POSUOH, four (including Dr. Cary) were
in Honolulu.

C 0250 Plz~BU-(‘OS~w
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21,

1l=a"

\ y 72
Page 35

Mr, Townsend: "ell, Dr, Cary and his assistant, Miss--
her name has slipped my mind —- they drew
up the plan of education and put into
effect, and the textbooks were ordered--
part of them were shipped in from Honolulu
and part of them were ordered through the
School Board in Los Angeles, and then a
number of them were sccured from various,
other schools throughout southern California,
They were discarded school books that we
were asked to go out and pick up, and I had
a letter from Dr, Cary acking me to pick up
toxthooks from at least eight or ten different
communitiecs around California.”

Comment

The first orders for textbooks were teken from the
official textbook lists uscd in the Indian Service. Shortly
after Christmas, the way was cleared to purchase textbocks
through the local procurcment office, All textbocks uscd are
standard texts, used by our Amcrican public schools, and printed
by reputable printing houses. None of the textbooks was secured
through the Los Angelce school authorities, No tcxtbookswere
shipped in from Honolulu. Fifty thousand textbooks were donated
to the schools by twelve Czlifornia school districts, :

Page

"The Chairman: Tas there any produce raised around the
camp and used therce?"

"The Witness: There wasn't vhen I left there, If therc

vas, it was put in there since,

C-0336-P14-BU-COS-WP
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Comment

In addition %o products harvested aud used from seventy-two
acres farmed within the residential blocks between the barracks, there
were 89,720 pounds of vegetables harvested on the acreage farmed by
the Agricultural Division up to January 1, 1943. BSince that bime,
agricultural production has been increaced so that on June 1, 1943,
there was a total of 228 acres being farmed in addition to tne acreage
in the blocks., The June first report shows a total of 901,896 pounds
of sixteen different types of vegetables harvested by the ggrlcdltq al
department.

Pages 47-82 X

Most of the lest half of Mr. Townsend's +eqtunonv is devoted to
a lurid and Imaﬁlnafive dezeription of what Townsend calls a riot at
Poston Center dar ng the pericd Irom November 18 to Nove*ber 24, 1942.
He states that govermmsnt properity was destroyed, that a violent mob
took possession of the ceater, that the lives of the administrative
versonnel were endangered, etc. :

Comment

A number of his ppecific statements sre dealt with in detail
below. However, it should be pointed out that there was no riot ab
Poston, no violence or destruction of govermment property, and no harm
to Caucasian employees cor their families.

Camp I at Poston experienced during the period in nuestion a
sit-down strike, accompanied by & demonstrztion and mass reetings of
evacuee representatives. This was not a unified pro-Japanese movement
as Mr. Towvmsend has represented. In fact, Camps IT and IIT were in no
way affected by the incident. nly a part of the activities at Camp I
were suspended by the strike. BEssential services were maintained, and

while there wes considerable tenseness for a time in fthe relsations be-

tween evacuees and the administrative staff over the grievances which
were in question, there was no'vioclence or disorder,

Immediate cause of the strike and demonstralion was the arrest
of two evacuees suspected of having beaten other evacuees. Leaders of
the striking evacuees insisted that the two held were innocent, that
they were held more than seventy-two hours without charges, and that
they should be given a trial under the regulations of the Community
Council,. Actually, in the judgment of competent cbservers who have in-
vestigated the strike thoroughly, the protest about the arrest of the
two evacuees was merely the immediate cause of the disturbance which had
its origin in many causes, among them bitterness resulting fraa evacu-
ation, insability of the Authority to provide school buildings, heating
stoves for the barrascks, snd other facilities which had been promised
at the time of evacuation, frustration resulting from the discomforts of

0-0%36-P17 ~
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Agitation by actual pro-Japanese persons may have contributed, but there
is no evidence that it was a particularly important factor in the
incident.

With regard to the sensational report of the strike presented by
Mr. Townsend, the following statement was signed by sixty-one employees
and members of employees' families who lived at Poston Camp I throughout
the strike:

"We, the undersigned, are living in Poston, Arizona
in barracks or houses provided by the govermment for the
administrative staff employed by the Colorado River War
Relocation Project. These quarters are located in Block
34 of Unit 1, which is inside the compound of the Colorado
River War Relocation Project. Ve further certify that we
were occupying these guarters in November, 1942, at which
time there was a disturbance in Unit 1 of Poston.

"There have been several charges and allegations, made
under oath, such as the 'poor simpleton cowering Caucasian
employees, (were) standing around like whipped children,
lucky to be spared and allowed to live from hour to hour
with ambulances filled with disguised soldiers with machine
guns guarding their sleep so that they would not be
slaughtered or burned as hourly threatened.! We wish to
testify that there was no terrorism or violence at any
time, nor were we afraid of bodily injury at any time.

To further substantiate this, those of us with children
felt at ease to have our children remain in Poston through-
out the disturbance. We continued to move freely through-
Qut the camp in the course of our regular assignesd duties.!

The best evidence showing the falsity of the statements Mr. Town-
send.presented to the committee, however, is provided by Townsend him-
self. During the strike Townsend became emotionally upset. He spread
wild rumors among his administrative associates. At the height of the
strike he left his post of duty without authorization and went to Los
Angeles. He returned to Poston about November 29, On December 1, 1942,
Townsend was interviewed by the Project Director, Wade Head. There
follows a stenographic transcript of that portion of the interview bearing
upon the period of the strike: '

Head: "Good morning, Mr. Townsend.

Townsend: "Good morning. I just got your memorandum and want to
; discuss it with you. Please let me apologize for my
actions during the strike. I must have been so upset I
didn't realize what I was doing. I was afraid that I and
the other employees were going to be slaughtered by
the Japs,

C~0336-P16-BU~C0S-WP
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Head:

Townsend :

Head:

Townsend:

Head:

Townsend :

Age 50

e

"y, Townsend, if you do not mind, I am going to have
notes kept on this ‘conversation, 1nasmucb as your actions
of the last few days have been such that they cause me to
doubt your honesty and reliability. Do you object?

uT don't blame you for wanting a record of everything I
have to say.

"Now, Mr. Townsend, you said you were frightened; did
you actually see, personally, any signs of violence on
the part of the people or the destruction of any govern-
ment property? :

"Since having tlne to calm down I realize that there wa
no sign of violence, and now that the trouble has been
settled snd I have had time to lock around, it is easy
to see the crowd must have been peaceful all the time
and ‘there was no sign of any damage to. any government
property.

"Do you consider that sufficient reason for laav1ng
the project and failing your duties during the time of
trouble?

T don't know what I meant. I lost my head, I guess.
I would have done more- harm here than good in that
condition."

Mr. Townsend: Meeseeses The M. P.'s were not allowed to be in

Comment

uniform on our side of the highway, so Captain Dougher-
ty took the hospital ambulence and mounted machine guns
on it, and set the ambulance at the rear of our Cauca-
sian sleeping quarters, with soldiers in civilian clothes
to keep the Japanese from approaching the barracks and
burning them up, as they said they would. And we were
only comfortable when those ambulances were sitting out
there. But they were not in uniform.®

The hospital ambulance ‘was in the charge -of ‘the Chief Medical
Officer of the center and was at no time used by Capbain Dougherty or
any other officer of the M. P. company. No machine guns were mounted

on it

It was not stationed in the rear of the Caucasian sleeping

quarters and was not manned by soldiers of the United States Army,

either in uniform or in civilian clothes. Captain Dougherty was not
at Poston during the strike but had been transferred from this station
several days prior to the period in question.

C=0536-P17-BU~C0S-HP
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Page 651

‘Mr. Townsend: "Now, I don't know that I mentioned it in here, butb

there are over one thousand Japanese soldiers and
Jepanese officers in that camp and I have talked to
. them and have been told very definitely about their
program, that this group of men on Terminal Island
And they will tell you if you
most indifferent fellows. If

were in that category.
ask them. They are the
you-ask them, 'Were you.

fellows organizing on the West

Coast?* they say, 'yes, we had our program all setb

up.! I have asked them,

and the answer was,

it

'What were you going to do?'

'As soon as our scldiers came over,
weg were ‘going to help them.'!  They tell-you right off
thet they wers going . to win the war. And that is the
type of men that is drilling over there almost daily in
nilitary tactics, right under our noses in that camp.
They drill them in various ways, but sbtill drill them,
and they ars making soldiers out of them, and they are
not kidding sbout it.

They don't even presume to hide

"For instence, I can take you down to an admiral down
there. He was our ehef in Camp 3. I can't guite recall
I know he was ah admiral

in the Japanesc Navy, and he was running a fishing boat
at San Pedro. I said to him,''Is it a fact that your
boats were equipped for military purposes?! "He said,
'Yes, all of our boats were equipped so we could

said that all the Japanese fishexmen
fine Jap, if you can stomach

. his n=sme, T talked torhim.

convert them.! He
are military men.
~that sort of stuff.

,

Comment

He is a

1

a

.

¥

e

: This story is entirely without foundation. It is significant
that Mr. Townsend had not reported such a situsbtion while he was em-~
ployed at Poston and has presented absolutely no evidence in support
of his statements. Specifically, he has not supplied the name of the

alleged admiral.

Page 55

‘Mr. Townsead: "...;..chhools closed, the hospital was ordered to

close by the mob, but remained open against orders

1"

v aserae
fa

\
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-16-

Comment

Schools were not closed. Two teachers out of 101 in Camp I dis-
missed classes the ‘afternoon of November 18. The next day, and all re-
maining da of the strilte, sll classes were in session. Camps II and
ITI were at no time affected by the strike. There was no interference
with the employees of the hospital or with the operation of the hos-

~pital in sny manner whatsoever

Page 60

Mr. Tovmsend: "Now that condition came about because the milk truck
' came in, apd tho Japbnese met the milk truck. It was
driven in by *“ucﬁ and trailer from the Golden States
2iry, and the driver was in the habit of taking the
milk dircetly ta uhe warehouses. They met the milk

o

ti ck and jumped on the truck and diverted it."

Question: "Was tlere a white man driving the truck?"

Answer: "Yee, the Golden States Dairy delivery man, driving a
refrigerator truck.- He refused to drive the truck
over to the group, so they started to unload the truck,
and did unload the truck and started to throw it oub.

T went into the dicspatcher's office, and there was a
arton of milk fthrown through the wincow."

Comment

Elsewhere Mr, Townsend says "ceses of milk were dumped and car-
tons of milk thrown at everyone on the highway and around tbe carmp.”
The Golden States Dairy Company denied that part of this statement
having to do with stopping and diverting the milk truck. With regard
to the rest of the story, we have the following stabement from Dr.
Edward H. Spicer, a memboer of the administrative staff at Poston:

"I went over to the motor pool about 7:00 P, on
November 18. Mr. Townsend and the Truck Dispatcher wcre
there. MMr. Townsend in an excited manner told me tha
two cases of milk had been dumped ﬂmuevna e in camp and
that a can of milk had been thrown through the window of
the Truck Dispeteker's office. Dr. L ighton, who was wWith
ms, asked where the milk can was. Mr, Townsend pointed to
a Bardboard guart carton sbout thirty feet from the Dis-~
patcher's offic It was empty lying on the ground, and
there was no evidence of milk having been spilled around
it. It zpneared to heve been tovﬁed there enmpty. There
was no evidence of any window baving been broken by this
or any obther milk container.”

0*‘3
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28. Page 6l

Mr. Townsend: "At 9:00 o'clock, in front of the Caucasian barracks,
the chief of the fire department and his assistant —
th@ chief of the fire departmendt, Mr. Fien, and his

ssistant, Mr. woodhouop, were accosted by a group of
Japﬂnese policemen and a fight started because the fire
department car had been driven into a part of the camp,
It was necessary for more than a dozen Caucasians with
pea-shooters to go out and stop the attempt made by the
police department to beat up the fire chief and his
li“%t assistant. This created a considerable disturb-—
ance, and it wa t%ouvht it ‘would be necessary to move
the Cazcna;am personnel over to the military quarters.!

Comment

The fire chief aznd his assistant were stepped while driving in
excess of the speed limit through the project area by evacuee policemen
on traffic duty. They were not molested; there was no fight; and it
was not necessary for other administrative personnel to rescue them.

Page 6l

Mr. Tewnsend; "........ One of the mest disturbine things was the
removal of our flags from all parts of the camp and the
need of our Caucasians putting up the large flag at the
office, under threats that it would be removed, with

all replaced by the 'Rising Sun.t

"Loudspeakers, stolen from the warehouses, had been
installed, and during day and night the Japanese national
anthemn was heard through the length and breadth of the
camp, with wild cheers and loud demonstrations toward
setting fire to the whole camp, which they had threatened

~to do if the military forces were brought in, or cressed
the highway, That is the W“y they it bl

Comment-

‘BElsewhere in his testimony- Mr. Townsend states that the American
flag was taken down and the Japanese flag flown. Weé have affidavits
from eight responsible officials of the Poston Center that the twe
American flags which customarily were flown over Camp I were flown 'all
day and every day during the period of the strike, November 18 to 24,
_and thereafter. No guard was placsd over either flag and neither was
“lowered excent at the customary hour of sunset.

% A C-0336-P19-BU-COS-WP




5
:
S
A With regard to the essertien that the Janznase flag was flown

during the strike end that the Japsnese national "nt%@m,wes played

~ over a loudspeaker gystem, we thﬂ pocitive evidence that the claim
is without fo uﬂ&azion. Included in the evidence is the follewing
statement from Father Clement, M. M., of Tarksr, Arizcna:

"This is to malke knewn and to testify that in the
recent mass meetings of the strike, which were held at
Bleck #28 in Poston, the banners and flégs that were used

and : Den, were signs to signify merely the presence of
representatives of the differsnt blocks of the ¢ amp, qd
in no Way were these flags or hanners used to denut
pro-ixis sentiment.,

"Likewise, in regard to Japenese music that was
played sver the public address system at these meetings,
there was no martisl eor Japanese patriotic music played.
It has been alleged, howevsr, that one scng, "Alkoku-Ko—
Shinkyoku' usually played for departing soldiers had bee
played. This ean be readily explaincd, howevar, by the

| fact that it is my certain know.z2dge that minors who could
not read Japanese titles, selected records &t random, from
the large assortment which included this rscord.

"As a Catholic priest and Chapl in w<r*ing for the
welfare and morale of the whole camp, I testify that I
have neither seen the Japanese flag used, nor heard martial
| rnusic played during the recont emergency. Fron heving in-
‘ . terviewsd many Japanese, I .o not bzlisave that such musi
\ has been played, nor the Japanecse flag disclayed,

_..\‘ C*‘

Signed) Father Clsment, M.,
(Maryknoll ¥issicner)
Pérker, Arizsnal

30. Page 6

- : v
s X

Mr. Townsend: "About 12:00 o'cleock midnight on the third day of meb
control about 200 of the mob advanced to the motor
poel, where they reachsd the highway aeross frem the

peol. They were halted by the M.F., and advised they

were not ailewed to cross the highway. ® They started te
move  forward, znd the M.P, fired over their heads, His
orders were to fire over the’r heads, and then into them,
He was at once supported by another M,P, with a machine
gun, The mob that had advanced in regular military wedge
formation stepped, and in a few minutes the ”ifl“@ MeFo
cempany was there in tricks with fixed bayonsts ready
for actisn. The Jdps_retreataa.

B n’ﬁ%ﬁ-ﬂﬂf’




Beverssse Standing behini the M.P,, seceing the deter—
mined look and the immediate respense of his buddies, all
heavily armed, and ths sngry mob facing their first set-
back, defiant aud ugly but still without a leader, make
things look pretty near a crisis.m

Comment

~With rbgard to the zbove, ws Lave tlie fullowing statement by
Mr. Ernest L, Miller, Chief of Internal Security, and ¥i. I=onard L.
Nelson, Uni®* I Adiini.srator, Peston:

"On the night of November 15ih, ﬂbout Fle 00 Pl
Chief Kivoshi Shigelaws and six of his men cams to the
administratien building and sstnd 1% it would be possible
to pet another truck Ffor petrel, Whi's the Chisf wes ine-
side discussine ohe monter ith Chief of Internal Security
filler and Acting Preject Director Evanc, the six ooys ap-
parently thought ihey risht 2s well go and nick up the
truck, as they must have been over—confident thet the truck
waould be given to them. Mr. L. L. Nelson was walking toward
the moter pool at this time and sor the police approachking
the M.P. pudrd stationed in front of the pool.s There were
four or five M.P.'s standing bv the pool and a weapon car
rier loaded with six or eipght more s>ldiers drove up at
this moment. The ‘soldiers ourdered the pnlice to halt which
they did. - They said th vy were fron the police department
and were supposed to nick up a truck. The soldier told them
net to come across tha road but they startsd to cross. They
sald it was ¢ll right as they had permissien. One M.P, shot
over their heads and +}e relicemen ran back to the administra-
tion building M :

5

———

o

31, Pavce

i

Mr. Townsend: " si.eese. Many of he Cauca:ians had left with. their'
fenilies, who had b &n cenfinad to their barracks

Comnent
: = f Mr. Téwnsend, himself, is the only emnlove dafinitely known to
: have leit his pos t of Qntb on he vroject durine the strike,

3. Page 67 .
Mr., Townsend: "........, and ¢t 8:15 the goon sguad wert into the
barracks of one of 4he Jansnsse informants that had
been working wit: the F,2.I. and ths young man being
abisent, this poon squad ceat up hig mother and father
to a point where they were not expected to live,

N ' ' ¢=03%6-P22-BU-COS=WP
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breaking the arm and ankles of the father, and breaking
both army ahd fracturing the skull of the mother, and
bruising her in neardy gvery portion of her body
The Chsirman: "Do you have the neames.of those Japanese?!

ir. Townsend: "I have in the records some place,'

The Chairasn: "How long did they remain in the booﬁlual°"

T went in to'heé them the fOLlOWan morning after this
had happened, or, I went in the next evening, and the

ext morning Br-about m.:—ﬂcy the following day uhe"e
- were other viet lmu put in the hospital, and these people
had disappeered. :

5 4

the hospital?"

The Chairian: "In two dayﬁ -

Me, . Townsend

.

"Lisag

,qare“ f“ow the b)qphta‘

The Chairman: nig yvou @VBT- ee th e a*tuﬂwurd at the camp?"

’ol*owad soon after:
r squad, ¥ rent out and -
nat had given sy 1nPo“nat_on

t~?t udCBdJ* ] a .
Ated 1o 3<at up wvery\odv
chele et

=
Commnent

ig tokea from {he.records of the

The following inform en fr
submitted to the hospital as a re-

hosnital concorning all pe
sult of the bestings in question:

Condition on

Hame Admitted TDiagnosis Treatment Discharge
Seta, Francis Joe 10-16-l2 Laseration Suture 1O~9o~b4
= " of.seElp wound . . ﬂullv FPVUV@T@Q
Lurisaki, Lyle = 11-1-42 “Jacerabicn Suture ey
of head wound Fady recoverad ‘-
Gontusion : .

of body

imura, Kay 1-15-he Conﬂuswion Suture ~30-42

. of bva yiound ullv re covered=
Tl tLple of 2 gl
leceration
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Condition on

Name : Admitted Diagnosis Treatment Discharge
Yamada, Sawa 11-15-42 ZLaceration Suture 11-26-42 .
of hand laceration Fully recovered 2
Yamada, Jisuke 11-15-42 Laceration Suture 11-26-42
of skull wound Fully recovered %
Yamada, Hatsumi  11~22-42 Neurosis Sedation 11-26-42
due to fear Improved
Kido, Saburo 1-31-43 Contusion of Suture 2-15-43
head and wound Fully recovered

face, lacer-
ation of hand

These patients were discharged upon full recovery and completion of
treatment. During their stay in the hospital, visitors were restricted

?qfse»immediate members of the family, police and project officials upon

3.

Le

direey authorization of the Chief Medical Officer. Strict orders were
given that no one was to be admitted except on a pass signed by the
Chief Medical Officer. A complete record of all visitors was kept.
This record indicates that Mr. Townsend at no time visited these pa-
tients ner reguested to visit them.

Page 70

Mr. Townsend: "The mob had used five thousand gallons of gasoline
: the first two days."

Comment:

During the first two days of the strike, November 18 and 19,
the total amount of gasoline used in Unit I was 1,726 gallons. This
included gasoline for trucks carrying supplies from Parker to Poston,
distribution of food and other supplies in the unit, ambulances,
water trucks, and other normal functions. The consumption of gaso-
line on the 1lth and 12th of November, two normal working days previous
to the strike, was 2,080 gallons.

Page 22

Mr. Townsend: "se¢...... Up to date there has been no prosecu-
tion for any offense or for any outlawry or crime in
any of the camps. On the Poston battlefronts the
Japs have won all battles up to January, 1943."

C-0%36-P2L-BU-COS-WP
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Up to the present time, our records indicate that there have
been eight (8) men tried in the State of Arizona court: for state of-
fenses, seven (7) of these men were found guilty and sentenced. There
have also been five (5) men taken to the Federal courts in Fhoenix,
Arizona, tried for Federasl offenses, and convicted, This number does
not, of course, include persons tried on the project for violations
of project rules and regulations, or persons transferred to internment
camps because of evidences of loyalty to Japan or because their ac-
tivities were such that their presence was detrimental to the welfare
of the project,

3. Page 76

Question: "How many so-called pleasure cars did you have at
Poston?!
Answer: "About 70 or 80."
- Question: Mlere they all owned by the government?!
. Answers "All government:sedans,!
Questions "Government sedans. Yere those automobiles used by
the Japanese at night?" :
Answer: "Exclusively .
Questions "What did they use them for?!
Answers; "Pleasure, running around the camp in the remote areas,
for scooters, and playing around, as would be expectedV
Comment

36-

From the beginning motor ecuipment has been handled at Poston
through a centralized motor pool, with passenger cars on permanent as—
signment only to the police force, the hospital, and one or two key
administrative persons. There is absolutely no foundation for the
statement that evacuees were allowed to use official cars at night
or at any other time for pleasure driving.

Page Zé

"By pooling the trucks, we saved 1,775 gallons of
gasoline in the first weekend, Saturday night, Sunday
and Sunday nicht, and continued to save 1,000 gallons
per day, by actual pump records, That is by the trucks
that were impounded., Then later on, if you want to
bring in the cars, we did the same thing and saved 300
gallons a day by teking the cars away from them."

Mr. Townsend:

C-0336-P25-B"
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= e

The assertion {hat l OOO pd]lons of gasoline per day were

saved by establishing a pool system while Mr., Townsend was at the =

center has no foundation of fact.

Answears

Question:

Answer:

The Chairmans
The Witness:

The Chairman:

The Witness:

2o

"While you were at Poston did the Japahese who were
interned there make sutomobile trips to visit their
relatives and friends in the Midwest and East?"
"They did, with written orders by Mr. Hecd to supply
them with transportation.®

"What was the reason for these Tr1ps°"

"Any excuse, Sickness in the families or for the
purpose of looking aftoer a sold automobile that
payments had not been made on, being unable to make
collectioiis on crop sales or various agricultural
ideas, and for any miscellaneous excuse the Japan
were allowed to take government equipment and maks
trips up to 2,500 miles, using government credit cards.

"All their own cars had been left at their homes by
the evacuces?!

"Oh, 'yes., .They didn't have their own cawa, except
those which we lcased from, them, you see.

"And they used the pgovernment equipment?"

"They used to use them, these big sedans, and drive

them into these metropolitan centers out there, With
soldiers sitting out there in the desert and s¢cing a
load of Japancse going by in the big government cars

and giving the boys 2 big horselaugh. It was terrible,
and is still going on, but not qultu so viciously, because
the camp has been under guarantine !

Question by Mr. Steedman

"You say that some of the cars traveled as high as
2,500 miles., Did the speedometers indicate that when
they returned?? " =

S

Sy
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