WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

Room 234, Atlas Building
Selt Lake City 1, Utah

August 27, 1943

MEMORANDUM

— e w—.  — — — — — —

TO: Ivacuees on- Seasonal Leave

FROM:  H., REX LEE, Superwvisor, Pacific Inter-Mountain Area.

Attached ‘to this memorandum are two. very important memorandums
from our Washington Office, (1) Instructions to evacuees on seasonal
leave and (2) An ennouncement concerning the segregation program. As
there have been some very important changes in'leave regulations and
WRA policies you should become thoroughly acquainted with the inform-
ation contained in these memoranda.

There are some things which are of particular importance to
evacuees in this area with which we weuld appreciate your becoming
femiliar, Also, please advise all your friends who for one reason or
other have failed to get this memorandum,

1. Conversion of Seasonal to Indefinite Leave, It is the desire
of MRA to convert scasonal leave to indefinite leave as rapidly as poss-
ible for all evacuces, provided (a) the evacuee has a bonaftde offer
of reasonably continuous employnpnt and/or he has proven by his work
.ond conduct while in scasonal leave that he is copable of adjusting him-

. self to the community 1life where he desires to go and has the initiative
to find steady cmployment; (b) conditions in the community where he
desires to scttle are such that the relcase of additional ovacuees will
not cause an unemployment or housing problem or will be met with ad-
verse community.sontiment, - -

There arc cortain arcas in this region where large evacuce pop-
ulations are now located and this officc does not rccommend that you
try to find employment thorce Those arcas are *Northern Utah, Malhcur
County, Orcgon, and to a certain degree, Spokane, Washington. Con-
sidering all factors wc suggest that you plan on aecepting jobs in
the Mid-West and East at the close of the prescnt harvest scason, Offers
of permancnt employment from these arcas will be sent to your Relocation
Officer this fall, To facilitate your permancnt placement rather than
a return to your conter we arc attaching an application for cmployment
which you should f£ill out and scnd to your Relocation Officer, He in
turn will send it to the place you desirec teo rclocatc so that a job might
be found for yous We are also attaching an address card which you should
fill out and mail immediatcly,

Uhfortunatoly, because of changes in clearancc procedure, there
has beecn some difficulty in obtaining indefinite leave clearanco for
those who left the projects prior to the registration in February, 1943,
If you are enc of thosc cascs, scc your Relocation Officer and he will
straighten out your case and assist you in obtaining indefinite lcave,
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If your family is still at a coenter, ask your Rolocation Officer to
assist you in getting thom to join you, .

2e Travel of svacuecs on scasonal leave is limited by thoc leave
regulations. Relocation' Officors will favorably considor requ:sts
which arc of an cmergoncy naturc or arc Justificd from the standpoint
of rolocation. Howover, cvacuces should obcy war-time requiremonts
and travel as little as possible, All Anmericans heve beon askcd not
to trev:l unless it is absolutaly necossary, Relocntion Officors will
be governcd by this in grenting travel pormits,

S« Idontificetion. Ivacuces should always carry their ident-
ification papers such as draft cord and leave permit, if alion, also
your slion registrantion boolis If you trevel outside your assigned cren
you must carry your W,R.A. spocial travol permit; alicns should also
carry their U, S, Atterncy's troevcl pormit, '

4. Molo evacuees of draft age arc required by law to ke:p the
locel Seloctive Scrvice Board with which they arc roegistored informed
of any change in their addross and carry their classification cerd
(DSS Form 57) on their porson at all times, The police and F.B.I.
arc picking up porsons who have clessification eards (DSS Form 57)
which aro so old as to indicatc thet the borrors have not kept their
local borrds informed ns to their eddross, :

O¢ -Women of Jepanese Ancestry ara now 2ligible for the WAC,
Requirenents arcs  They must be American citizens, between the ages
_of 20 and 60, at least 57 inches toll, and weight at least 95 pounds,
Women wishing to join mny apply at any regular army recruiting station,

6e The WRA hns endoavored to keep the regulntions governing
seasonal leave to the bare minimum considered necessary for your own
good and that of the Reloention Propram, In gonmernl, scasonsl worksres
in this arcea heve cooperated exceptinonally woll in following the fow
rogulations which do oxist, Howover, there heve been a fow evacucos
who have flagrontly violated regulations to the detrimwmt of the evacuce
population as a whole, Relocntien Officors 4n this area will not tol-
erate sueh violations and heve been instruected to teko ngcessary. action
against willful violators, : :
: "Te Spoak Inglish at all timos, Nothing will attrtct the
attontion und distrust of loecel »oople more then the hearing of a
foruign langueage in war time. When nogotinting with employors, the
worst thing you ¢on do is to spcak to each othsr in Jepancse so the
employor connot undorstand whet You are scying to each other, Avoid
congregating in large groups while in town., Don't complain nbout war
inconvenionces ~md be sure thet you obey war time rationing and other
restrictions, Avoid loitering on stroests or in bnrrs or poal rooms
vhen overyons else is out working. Remember that the impression yvou
creato by your work and conduct affects the futurc of many eveacuces
os well as yourself, :
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8, Seasonal working conditions in most arecas arc usually

" difficult, This is ospecially truc in war time when materials are
hard to got and both cmployer and employec aré overworked end undor
wvertime stroin, If the job or living conditions arc not what you
cxpected, try to make the best of it ond don't give up. If you
foel the employer is not treating you fairly, discuss your problems
with him in a friondly way, If this fails stay on the job until your
Rolocation Officer can come out to assist you, Remember that your
actions will either pave the way for many of your friends er close
off mcny jobs and other opportunitics, The oxcsllent work and con-
duct of thz evacuces who first came out on scasonal locvo in this
area last year are largely rosponsible for the nation-wido leatve
program we have today ond the excellent reputation ovacuees have in
many sections, Your actions will detsrmine whether favorable public
acceptance can continuc to bo built up and maintained,
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