62-07 €4th Strest, Apt. E~40
- Middle Villege 79

Long Islend, New York

July 5, 1957

fdis Bxcellency Dr. Koto Mstsudeire

Parmenent Representative to The United Netione
f'rom Japsn

460 Peri ivenue

New Yorsz 22, New York

Your Excellency:

Cn July third in a t«leviaion progrem celled
"Wight Beet", the conductor cf the progrem, Mr. John
Wingete, asked Dr. Bsrl Reynolds, who recently return-
ed from Jepan, what he thought of the term "Jep". T[Dr.
Reynolde emphaticelly deplored its uss snd pointed cut
that it was in the same class ss other derogatory epi-
thets such as "Wop", "Xike", etc. Mr. Wingete, there-
upon, raplied that you hed remarked in an interview
that you did not regerd the term "Jap" to be
objectionable.

It is poseible that’you have been misquoted.

It is elsc possible that you were not awere of the
reel eignificance and connotetions cf the term "Jap',
alt%ouvh 8s & diplomat end ons presumably acquainted
with the history of anti-Japanese agitetion snd prepa-
gende in the United States, 1t is difficult to under-

stend how you could repard that term with absolut
indifference. Ever since the Japanese bagen coming te
&;@ United States, the term "Jep" hes bsen favorite

st
arogatery epithet used by anti-Jepanese eggitetors in
i megazines

8
i

¢gne ageinst us., Newspapars

be feir to the Jupeness almost never
while those which eimed to stir up ili-

v used it. These of the Japanese rsce
ng in the United Stetes correctly re-

f

=]
ting cne connoting anti
cntenmpt.

¥

Ne cther racial or naticnel group in the United
States st present suffers {rom the indl gn*tv of heving
itself referred to in the cen precss by means of
derigive epithets. Only neee ¢ :iau& to be
eingled out for this .¢“d of public humilietion end
insult. Besck in 1952, in co-cperstion with the Japan-
ese-imericen Citizens League end the New York Locel of

&

the Americen Newspaper Guild, I helped to wape &8 cam-
paign tc eliminete the use of the term "Jep" in the
bmericen prese. For one yeer, most of my spare time



at home wee spent in puehing this effort. 2a e renult
of thnt cemprign, the use of tho term "Jap" wee stoppod
by meny newspepors end mepgezines end sherply curteiled
by others. The term still, however, eppe#re cccasicn-
slly among certain newspapers end there is evidence
that ites use was given up very raluctently by many
writers. There ere meny /fmericen newspaper men who
would pledly revive the vse of the term "Jep" if they
could hsve arrumente to support such sction. Your el-
lesed ecquiescence in the use of thet term will be
walcomed by them.

For a man to be perscnally indifferent tc insult-
ing epithets hurled at him by enemies may sometimes be
e sign of nobility of chorscter. For a perscn helding
the officisl renk of e representetive of the Japsnese
Government to oxpress indifference to the public use
of derisive epithets spplied to his own government end
people is guite snother thing.

Fegerdleee of whether or not you were accurctely
quocted by Mr. Wingete, your nsme hee publicly been
presented in seeming tolerstion of the use cf the term
"Jap". £s e high official of the Jepenese Gevernment,
you cen not secepe the responsibility to teke immediate
sction to cocumteract the unfortunete support which has
been given in your neme tc those Americans who would
continue to insult your government snd people by
celling them “Japs".

I shell ewait with keen interest your disposition
of this metter.

Yours respectfully,

Shosuke Sasgaki



	denshopd-p274-00129
	denshopd-p274-00129-2

