MANZANAR REDRESS PANEL
APRIL 28, 1979
Delivered by Frank Abe

MUBARAM| MATSUNSSUKE

I"M HONORED TO BE ON THE SAME PLATFORM WITH MIN YASUL, WHO FOUGHT THE

GOVERNMENT"S DECREE WHEN IT WAS UNPOPULAR TO DO SO. HE STANDS FOR A

STANDING HaK.nerT T THE GLAVES oF BASY
LANDMARK CASE IN AMERICAN’IAWL,qWE ARE ALL HERE TODAY TO ENCOURAGE THE .h|ﬂ!\/

OEATH
TRIUMPH OF LAW. A | kasw
AS YOU ALL KNOW, THIS MKK YEAR HAS MARKED THE BEGINNING OF
A CONCERTED EFFORT TO OBTAIN REDRESS FROM THE U.S, GOVERNMENT THE
INTERNMENT OF 120,000 NXKKEXX JAPANESE AMERICAN MEN, WOMEN, AND
CHILDREN.
MANDATED
LAST JULY, THE JACL ¥XRRKXIMR INDIVIDUAL PAYMENTS OF $25,000
IN REDRESS FOR EVERY MAN, WOMAN, AND CHILD WHO HAS BEEN INTERNED.
ON MARCH 3RD, AFTER MEETING WITH TUE NIKKEI MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, THE
REDRESS COMMITTER OF JACL XEXEEXXNETEANXXEWXWX®KA VIOLATED THAT MANDATE
THIS COMMISSION WILL
AND, INSTEAD, VOTED TO ASK CONGRESS TO APPOINT A COMMISSION.X¥ DECIDE
\f,’\ iy
HOW MUCH THE INTERNEES SUFFERED AND %3 DECIDE HOW MUCH COMPENSATION
FORMER INTERNEES SHOULD GET,

THEY CITED KEX®X POLITICAL REALITIES IN DEFENSE OF

KX HEKRKAX]

THEIR DECISION.

BUT THERE ARE OTHER REALITIES. THERE ARE CULTURAL REALITIES.
THERE IS THE QUESTION OF XXM JUSTICE FOR THE ISSEI. ONE ISSEI,
SHOSUKE SASAKI OF SEATTIE SPEAKS FOR MANY WHEN HE SAYS, "THERE IS
LITTLE DOUBI' THAT AMERICANS OF JAPANESE DESCENI' WILL WXX SUCCEED IN
GETTING REDRESS., BUT FOR MOST ISSEI, JUSTICE DELAYED WOULD BE JUSTICE
DENIED, THE MOVE FORE A CONGRESSIONAL COMMISSION IS IN EFFECT A
MOVE TO DENY JUSTICE TO THE ISSEI."

MR SASAKI ¥ CONTINUES, "THE BECENT MOVE BY THE NATIONAL

REDRESS COMMITTEE TO PUT THE PROBLEM UP TO A PRESIDENTTALLY APPOINTED,



4

PREDOMINANTLY CAUCASIAN COMMISSION APPEARS TO REFLECT THE SAME KIND

ATTITUDE AND THINKING THAT MADE THE JACL COOPERATE WITH THE GOVERNMENT'S
THESAME END OF THINEING THAT
EVACUATION OF JAPANESE AMERICANS IN 1942 , ArbHoudbimehiodes CAUSED THE JACL
TO ACCEPT WITHOUT PROTEST THE SHOCKINGLY INADEQUATE PROVISIONS OF THE
' (3
EVACUATION CLAIMS BILL, |k (9449,

- 10E IS NOT ONLY ISSET WHO SEE THE HISTORICAL 1274

OF CHICAGO
SIMILARTTIES . WILLIAM HOHRI/IS A NISEI WHO DID TIME/AT MANZANAR.
MR. HOHRI WRITESY WI MUST STAND APART FROM THE DECISION OF THE
NATTONAL REDRESS COMMITIEE TO LEGISLATE A COMMISSION INSTEAD OF
APPROPRTATEONS FOR REDRESS., THE COMMISSION APPROACH DUCKS THE ISSUE
OF REPARATIONS. I AN NOT SATISFIED KXXNX BY KKKKX KARL NOBWYUKI"S
ATTEMPT TO BXPLAIN AWAY THE OBVIOUS CONFLICTS BY USING THE HARVARD
BUSINESS REVIEW"S DISTINCTION BETWEEN METHODS AND GOALS. LEGISLATION
FOR A COMMISSION CHANGES THE GOALS. IF REPARATIONS ARE TO EE MADE, WE
WILL NEED TO MOUNT ANOTH.EB CAMPAIGN, SUBMIT NEW LEGISLATION, AND MAYBE

EVEN FORM ANOTHER COMMITTEE., *



3/

MY NAME IS = . FRANK ABE. " I"M A SANSEI. I WORK FOR A GROUP

‘ of PEMEMBRANCE (S
KNOWN AS DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE. 8% NOT THE NATIONAL JACL. WE

ARE NOT AGAINST THE NATIONAL JACL. WE ARE FOR THEXZEXKXXMXK REDRESS
NSl - ALVGMED

AND ILOOKING FOR A MEANS OF BRINGING THE/{SUPPOR&R FOR A POLITICAL AND MEDIA
CAMPAIGN OUT OF THE COLD TO LOBBY CONGRESS FOR A GENUNNE REDRESS
BILL. WE BROUGHT TOGETHER OVER 2000 NIKKET IN SEATTLE
AND 1500 NIKKEI IN PORTLAND FOR TWO SEPARATE DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE.
WE HELPED WITH TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN SIMILAR EVENTS IN SAN FRANCISCO

VAY of REAEGMRRZAMS
AND IOS ANGELES. WE BROUGHT THE CONCEPT OF THE FEBRUARY 19TIIAPROCLAMATIONS
TO NATIONAL, JACL. WE ARE PUBLISHING AN OPEN LETTER TO SENATOR HAYAKAWA ,

TRLLIAE WL WP Goes M sPRAK TIPR JLWARTLE JMERLT A,

FOR=UUSINIITCM WE RAISED 9,000 DOLLARS AND 1600 SIGNATURES ACROSS THE
NATTION. WE MADE REDRESS A NATIONAL ISSUE AND PRESENTED IT TO CONGRESS

IN THETIR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER, THE WASHINGTON POST. THE AD IS SCHEEDULED

TO APPEAR WEDNESDAY, MAY 9TH,

AND
WITHOUT QUESTIONING THETLR MOTINES ®R JUDGING THEM ON THEIR i

ACTIONS, THE REDRESS COMMITTEE HAS FAILED,

PO E N el abiibalky THE REDRESS COMMITTEE

| e 15 1F
WUSI‘ICE FOR THE ISSEI WAS THEIR TOP PRIORITY. “WE OWE THE ISSEI ,‘
RPEEIER,

THEY SAID.

THE COMMISSION BILL ADMITS THEY CAN'T DELTVER TIMELY JUSTICE
FOR THE LSSTLIV' - A e s - Ta- S TN A LI AL L PO Mt~ YRS
— —— : : e :

HANKS™TO"IE~JACE WE STILL HAVE 7O MAKE 4 CASE FOR REDRESS

BEFORE TALKING ABOUT TilE FORM THAT REDRESS SHOULD TAKE. THE REDRESS
COMMITTEE HAS REFUSED TO COME OUT IN THE OPEN WITH A POLITICAL CAMPAIGN.
THEY HAVEN"T EVEN COME gw.['l‘ﬂ SO MUCII AS A BUMPER STICKER., INSTEAD

OF RESULTS, THEY GIVE EXCUSES. WHY THE COMMITTEE CAN"T DO IT MAKES NO
DIFFERENCE. POLITICAL REALITIES CAN EE CHANGED. YET THEY HAVE MADE

NO ATTEMPT TO RALLY POPULAR SUPPORT. THEY HAVE NOT RUN AN EFFECTIVE
BLITICAL AND MEDIA CAMPAIGN TO CHANGE POLITICAL REALITIES. THEY HAVE

NOT PROJECTED A VISION LARGER THAN THE PROBLEM THEY ARE TACKLING AT THE



MOMENT. INSTEAD OF PROJECTING A LARGER VISION ,}l THEY"VE REDUCED THEIR
“Trriple pOW) 6F N
GOALS. INSTEAD OF JUSTICE FOR THE CAMPS, ETLLS“EDUCATING THE PUBLIC,

THE ONLY POLITICAL REALITY IS THAT THE REDRESS COMMITTEE HAS  ONLY
TAIKED TO THE NIKKEI IN CONGRESS. IT"S A FACT THAT REDRESS IS POLITICAL
JEOPARDY FOR OUR NIKKEI IN CONGRESS. THIS FACT-WAS-MOST RECENTLY -BROUGHT
QUIL~BY-KARL-NOBUYUKI; -HIMSELF, IN FRESNOs WHY DOES THE REDRESS
CoNGEESS
COMMITTEE IGNORE THE SYMPATHETIC WIHITES/WHO HAVE HELP . OUT THEIR
HANDS FOR A REDRESS BILL TO SUPPORT?
BY TIEIR OWN ACTIONS, THE REDRESS COMMITTEE HAVE REMOVED THEMSELVES
FROM THE ACTIVE CAMPAIGN. AND FOR THIS ACTION, . HAYAKAWA
: LAST WEEK
HAS COMMENDED THEM FOR JOINING HIM. IN SAN FRANCISCi/, HE SAID
"I ONCE CALLED REDRESS ABSURD, AND I STILL THINK IT"S ABSURD. AND THE
REDRESS COMMITTEE AGREZS IT"S ABSURD, BECAUSE THEY"VE WITHDRAWN THAT
DEMAND ALTOGETHER.™ NOTE: THE JACL HAS NOT BROUGHT HAYAKAWA AROUND,
HAYAKAWA CLAIMS HE HAS BROUGHT THE JACL AROUND.
YOU ALL KNOW HOW IMPORTANT REDRESS IS TO YOU, IT IS

NOT ENOUGH FOR US TO SAY, WE REMEMBER., IT IS NOT ENOUGH FOR THE

< »
(il g T .
L LU L T TOTFTPIey

ERWEXNNEN PUBLIC TO EE EDUCATED. IT IS NOT ENOUGH FOR 1
10 saY, NE'RE SORRY.

A% THE JACL ITSELF ONCE DECLAREDj fadbi -

B CUSTOM-AND~FRABTEEON, VAU Y AVERICAN WHO HAS EEEN INJURED BY
FALSE ACCUSATION, ARREST, OR IMPRISONMENT IS EXPECTEDTTO BRING THE
RESPONSIBLE PARTIES INTO COURT AND OBTAIN A JUDGEMENT CLEARING HIS
OR HER N NAME AND COLIECTING DAMAGES AS REDRESS. ¥

IF THE JACL HAS ABANDONED THIS STANCE, FOR WHATEVERIREASON,
A SEPARATE ORGANIZATLON MUST EE FORMED TO CARRY FORWARD A GENUINE REDRESS

BILL #R-GONGRESST
®

THANK YOU. ###
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