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CCVMCON SENSE AND REPZRATICNS

The Seettle Evecustion Redress Ccmmittee's views on reparations, es
presented in e series of erticles published in the Japenese Americen press
during the past three yeers, represented the results of meny mcnths of
study end research by members of cur committee over & period of scme five
yeers. QCur plen wes repestedly gone over by several sttcrneys end wes
thorcughly discussed with our erea's congressmen end members of their
steffs. At these discussicns, ncne of our propcssls was ever criticized
es being lisble to Ccngressionsl rejection on the ground thet it would
set an undesirable precedent opening the way for sll kinds of cleims by
other minority éroups. ‘

From the start,>we heve always reccgnized thet the mefhod of funding,
tbe method of veyment, end the amcunts of reperations could be chenged et
eny time. For exsmple, we feel thet the tax credit method 6f psyment
proposed by the Sacrsmento Chapter of the Japenese American Citizens
League is & good cne end would heve ﬁo objections tc its sdoption efter
certain reletively minor changes. 1In eny finsl draft of & bill besed on
the Sesttle Plan, the emcunts of pavments originelly suggested by us
should, of courese, be increased to offset the effects of inflation since
the plan was first written. Most of the rest of our propcsals cen not
be so easily chenged without altering the basic directicn of our efferts
which we heve tried to besse on the principles of equity snd justice.

#lthough the recently fcrmed J.4.C.L. Nationel Committee for Recress
et its April meeting chose to reject orecticelly sll the prcposels pre-
viously made by us, ths Netional Cormittee's cheirmen hes steted that
his committee's decisions ere cven tc medificetion. Members of the
Sesttle Evacucstion Recress Committee feel that we would oe feiling in
our responsibility to the Jepesnese imericen ccmmunitv if we now remeined

silent sbout the flews in the Nationsl Committee's £pril decisions.
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iny J.A.C.L. sponsored proposal esking Congress for monetery redress

of wrongs perpetrated oy the United Stetes Government egeinst Jepsnese

tmericens during World War Il wnich will require the Government's expend-
jture of billions of dcllers should appear to be feir, just, end reasén-
able upon first reeding if it is to hsve much chence of serious consid-
erstion for pessage by Congress. Furthermore, the emcunts of pesyments

tq individuals eshould heve st leest scme rough correlation with the
injuries end injustices suffered.

The proposed psyment of & flet $25,000 for every Jepenese American
residing within the Western Defense Commend eree et the start of Yorld
Wer II includes providing that smount even for Jjapenese Americens resid-
ing in pleces such ss Spoksne, Weshington, who were neither forced t6
move nor subjected to imprisonment. Such & thcughtless request would st
ence open the J.A.C.L. to the cherge that, in effect, it is trving to

conduct & mess reid on the United States Treasury using the Government's

mistrestment of Pacific Coest Jspenese Americans during World Wer II es

en excuse. Attempting to give eesch such reeident of ncn-evecuated erees
the right to receive §25,000 upon his presenting & "prime facie showing
of injustices suffered” (whetever that meens) is so preposterous & pro-
posal thet it will meterislly weeken env chence of the redress bill ever
getting through Congress.

Common sense would indicete thet every doller of any reperations
made sveilsble by the Americen Government justly belongs tq the individ-
uele whc were directly effected by thg World Wer II exile and mess im-
prisonment orders. Thet the indivicuel victime of those injustices who
sre still living should be giveq the mcney tc use or keep ss they wish
cen hardly be e metter for dispute. For the J.£.C.L. Netionel Committee,
however, to decide to deny to even the irmediste kin of deceassed evecuees

the right to receive reperstions monev which the deceased would heve re-
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ceived if living is en unwarrsnted denial of e basic end custcmery right
of inheritance. To state, furthermors, thet such sums will be placed in
e trust controlled by e Jepenese £im=ricen group to "be used for the wel-
fare and benefit of Jepenese Americens" is to senction the unauthorizqd
expropriéting of money which rightfully should be going to the next of
kin. VWe csn not consent to such en unéonscionable proposal which we ere
unsble to perceive as besing morellv much different.from giving approval
to an ect of theft. |

Moreover, we afe both puzzled end alarmed by the National Committee's
intention to first put all redress funds apprdpriated by Congress into a
trust to be controlled by a Jepanese Americen Commission. In view of the
demonstrated inebility of the J.A.C.L. to mensge or handle its own funds,
it is questionable whether e trust fund contrclled by any cesually selec-
ted Japanese Ameficén group cculd show eny better results. Directing’the
menagement and disbursement of up to three billicn dollere requires per-
sons of & very high level of experience, ebility, and integrity. ©Such e
sum in the hends of e rendcmly chosen group of inexperienced Japanese
lfmericans would peccme an slmost irresistablv tempting money depot for
looting by clever knsves end crooks.

The Seattle Evecuastion Redress Committee firmly believes thest any
funds avcpropriated by Congress should remain in the hands of the United
Stetes Government at least until ell cleims by individuels have been paid.

If the Natiocnel J.4.C.L. is trulyv serious ebcut éetting redress for
the fcrmer West Cosst exiles and inmetes of Americen concentration camos,
it should not caly refuse tc accept most of the decisions made by its
Netionsal Committee cn Redrese in £pril, it should slso recognize that e
reparetions drive with eny hope of success will require nothing less
then the undivided sttention and committment of the entire rescurces of

the orgenization for es long es necessery to get e bill pessed end ell
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its provisions carried cut. This meens thet the J.4.C.L. ﬁational steff
will heve to drop precticelly &ll its other ectivities end werk slmost
solely on reperations beceuse the c.£.C.L. is too smell end weak to be
able to sfford eny other course.
We ask thet all who are interested in getting s just and-fair redress
bill enacﬁed into law maxe known their views to both the local end nation-

a8l officiels of the J.2.C.L. by teleph-ne calls, letters, or telegrams.
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EVACUATION RELRESS COMMITTEE
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LATE: June 12, 197¢&

SU3JSCT: Analvsis of decisions errived et by the v.A.C.L. Nstionsl
Committee on Redress st its meeting ca April 2Gth end 30th
in San Frencisco.

ALL NEWSPAFZRS AND CTHZR COMMUNICZTICNS MZLIZ ARE FRZE TC USE

THE ENCLCSEL ARTICLZ IN whOLE CR 1i PAFRT.

Cherles Kato, Cheirman

SEATTLE EVACTUATION RELFESS COMMITTEE
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