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REDRESS AND FISHING

The June 22nd issue of the Pacific Citizen conteined esn erticle in
which John Tateishi, Cheirmen of the J.A.C.L. Nationel Redress Committee,
demcnstrates & disheertening feilure to understend what Redress reslly
involves. He seems to yesrn to maske the subject of Redress so "grand end
noble" that money would be treated as & minor issue if it is to be
mentioned et all. &And he obviously likes fishing.

In this country, when sny person who has been deprived of his free-
dom and forced to spend time in & prison is found to be innocent, the
government responsible for the miscerrisge of juetice usuelly ettempts
to provide some meassure of redress by giving the person a sum of money.

In such cases, the idesl form of recress would be tc turn beck the
clock end allow any innocent victim asctuelly to relive the seme period
of time in the menner he might heve lived hed he not been unjustly jeiled.
Since it is not possible to provide such restitution, the only generally
recognized method of providing redress for the wrong done is the payment
of money to each victim.

It should be noted thet seeking or receiving such compensation has
never been regarded ss shemeful or demeening by enyone in hie right mind.
Such psyments ere looked upon es & metter of plein end simple justice.
If, as Tateishi seems to be claiming, he reslly thinks thst to seek
monetary redress is the opposite of "grend and noble" end is
"self-defeating”, he should resign his committee chairmenship.

Contrary to Tateishi's views, educeting the American public ebout
the Evacuetion is not Redress. Nor are cfficiasl declerations of the
wrongfulness of our exile and imprisonment during World Wer II and re-
leted expressione of regret. Morsover, such officiel stetements have
elresdy publicly been made by former President Ford on February 19, 1676,

when he, ae President, revoked Roosevelt's Executive Order 9066 (under



5.

which the World Wer II exile end imprisonment of Jepanese Americens was
perpetreted). Even & thousend repetitions of such gestures could not
‘properly be regarded as Redress.

In 1978, the Netionel J.A.C.L.'s appellingly inept comments and over-
emphasis on money in its initisl public steatements on Redress stirred up
adverse editorial reactions in certsin newspepers. This experience prob-
ably eccounts for Tateishi's present asttitude thet there is something
disgraceful or unworthy in acknowledging thet Redress has eanything to do
with money. Such & posture would be amusing, except for the fact that he
end other Nationsl J.A.C.L. officiels seem to have succeeded in confusing
e majority of the J.A.C.L. cheptere into believing thet money and Redress
can be separsted.

The entire J.A.C.L. orgenization needs to be reminded that monetary
payments to each individusl victim of E. OC. 9056_are the only way thet
meaningful Redress cen be mede & reality. "Redress" without money paid
on an individual basis through the Government is not redress.

In metters concerning Jepenese Americens, S. I. Hayekswe is noto-
rious for being wrong. For once, however, he is right when he ssys that
the National J.A.C.L. hes given up on Redress by going for & Congression-
ally crested commission to study the 1942 Evacuetion instead of the
Redrees efforts mandated at the 1978 Netional J.A.C.L. Convention.

Tateishi should abendon his illogical posturing concerning s matter
to which he hes given inadequete thought. Let us hope that heresfter he
limite his immediete activities to fishing which is sasid to provide both
relaxation and rest for overworked minds. Furthermore, his eating the
fish he catches might help improve his thinking on Redress.

- SEATTLE EVACUATION REDRESS CCMMITTEE

July 31, 1979
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