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7004 Murrey kve. S.W., Apt. 401
Seattle, Washington 96136
Ccteober 14, 1960

Mr. Bert Neksnc

National Coelition on Redress/Reperasticns
P. 0. Box 3142 Terminel Annex

Lecs Angeles, Celif. $0051

Dear Mr. Nekano:

Althcugh I shell not be able to ettend your group's conference
of mid-November, I esrnestly wish you prcgress in your goal of obtain-
ing individual mcnetery redress from our Government fer the exile end
imprisonment of Japenese Americans during World wer II.

After going over your peper entitled "Uniting in & Common Cause",
I feel thet your orgenizaticn will seriously wezken the cause of
redress if it persists in edhering tc the five points listed in your
article. I am uneble tc understand how your group could heve so
completely failed tc teke intoc ccnsiderstion the critical factor of
time. The Iesei end even the clder Nisei sre rapidly dying off. Any
sttempt now to seek full end detailed redress of injuries and losses
inflicted on Jepsnese #mericens by the Government curing Webld Yer I1I
would be doomed to failure becsuse of the unsvailebility of document-
ary evidence and the endless time such en effort would require in
meeting claim procedures. All the victims of thet mses violstion cf
Constitutional rights will have died before the smcunts of redress
payments could be determined. Cf necessity, sny redrees pavmente et
this lete date cen not be cther then "tcken".

Morecver, it is extremely unlikely thet vour group could do any-
thing truly effective "to insure thet eimilar recist acts end violetions
of ccnstituticnal rights will not occur egein®. I cen not imegine any
persons on earth who could ncw meke it imposeible for & future gener-
ation of Americen politiciens tc ccmmit & similsr cutrsge.

Of your five pointe, pcint number 1 igncres the need to provide
for scme correlaticn between the individusl sums tc be peid and the
time epent by each individual in the orison csmps. £ flet demand for
"s minimum of $25,000 per verson” regsrdless of the length cf confine-
ment would be looked upon by the generel public ss essentislly e mess
raid on the Treasury instead cf a8 reescnsble reguest fer justice.

Point number 2 shculd be dtopped entirely. Who ie going to deter-
mine the "needs of eech respective cocmmunity"? Trie kind of provision
could lead tc prolenged pickering end ill-will between verious commu-
nities and wculd proobebly result in bitter lswsuits detween such
grcups. 1 see no nesd for & speciesl "fund that can speed pasyment to
the Iesei", or fer the need for any other kind of special fund. As
long es the method of redrese pevmente follow the principles contained
in the Lowry bill snd ell payments sre first mace by the Government
directly tc the individusls sffected by Executive Crcier 5066 or their
heirs, the possibilitiee fcr the mis-use or theft of lerge blocks
of redress funds will be avcided.



Point numoer 3 should elso be dropped for the present. It should
be considered only efter & genuine redress bill such the Leowry bill hee
been enscted and all pevments to individuals hsve been made. To tie
redress through legisletion to future lewsuits egeinst the Covernment
will only serve to ccnfuse the issue in the minds of the public.

Points 4 and 5 mev be suiteble ee expressicns of ideslistic hopes
for e distent ruture. They should heve nc plece in & realistic drive
seeking redress pavments st the esrliest possible dete. Time is of
the essence. Too nuch time has alreedvy been wassted by the Naticnal
J.A.C.L.'s foot-dragging on the redress issue. Pcints 4 and 5 can
only add to the genersl misunderstanding of the redress activities and
aims.

It is not necessary or wise to start everything from scretch and
waste time re-inventing the wheel ell over agsin. Almost six years of
careful research and study preceded the final wording of the Lowry
bill which was designed to avoid needless complications end to be s
simple as possible while respecting the priaciples of equity and
justice for the victims of Executive Crder 9066 and their immediste
heirs. Congressman Lowry has promised tc re-introduce his redress
bill if he ie re-elected. Your Neticnal Cocalition should be helping
Lowry win his present re-election cempaign by publiclyv declering its
support for him both merally end finsncielly.

Some California newspaper versicns of my article entitled "Ob-
structing Justice” ccnteained sericus typographicel errcrs. Enclosed
are two covies of the erticle as I originelly wrote it. Pleese feel
free to mske Xerox ccpies if vov cere tc do so.

Best wishes feor the success of your November conference

Sincerely yours,

Aot Foake

nhosuke Saseaki
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