CCMMCN SEINSE AND REPARATICNS

The Seattle Evescusztion Redress Ccmmittee's views on reparstions, s
presented in e series of articles vublished in the Japanese Americen press
during the past three yesrs, represeated the rssults of maanv mcaths of
study and research oy members of our committee over 2 period cf some five
years. Cur plen wes repestedly gone over by several attcrneys and was
thorcughly discussed with our erea's congressmen esnd members of their
staffs. At these discussions,ncne of cur propcssls was ever criticized
as being liable to Ccngressional rejection on the ground that it would
set an undesirable precedent opening the way for ell kinds of claims by
other minority groups.

From the start, we have always reccgnized that the methed of funding,
the method of veyment, esnd the amounts of reperatioms could be changed &t
any time. For exsmcle, we feel thet the tex credit method of payment
proposed by the Sacramento Chapter of the Japanese American Citizens
Lesgue is 2 gcod cne end would heve no objections tc its adoption after
certain relztively minor changes. In eay final draft of e bill based on
the Sesttle Plan, the amcunts of pavymeants originally suggested by us
should, of cocurss, o2 incressed to offset the effects of inflation since
the plan was first written. Most of the rest of our propossls can not
be so easily chenged without altering the basic directicn of our effcrtis
which we heve tried tc bess on the principles of eaquitv snd justice.

Althcugh the recently fermed J.4.C.L. Netionsl Committee for Recress
et its 4pril meeting chose to reject precticelly =211 the prcposels pre-
vicusly macde by us, ths Naticnal Cormittee's chsirmesn hes ststed thst
his committee's dscisions sre open to medificetion. Members of the
Seattle Evacustion Redress Committee feel thet werwould oe feiling in
our responsibility to the Japanese fimericen community if we now remained

silent about the flaws in the National Committee's Zpril decisions.



o
iny J.A.C.L. sponsored propcsal asking Congress for mcnetary redress
of wrongs perpetrsted oy the United States Government sgeinst Japanese
fmericens during World War II waich will require the Covernment's expend-
iture of billions of dollars should avpear to be feir, just, and reascn-
able upon first resding if it is toc hsve much chance of serious consid-
eration for passage by Congress. Furthermore, the emcunts cof pavments
to individuals should heve st leest scme rcugh correlation with the
injuries and injustices suffered.

The proposed payment of a flst $25,000 for every Japenese American
residing within the Western Defenss Command area st ihe start of World
Wer II includes providing that smount even for Japenese Americans resid-
ing in places such as Spokene, Waeshington, who were neither forced to
move nor subjected to-imprisonment. Such-s thougihtless request would at
cnce open the J.A.C.L. to the cherge that, in effect, it is trying to
conduct & mass raid on the United States Treasury using the Government's
mistrestment of Pacific Coast Jspanese Americens during World War II es
an excuse. Attempting toc give each such resident of ncn-evacuated areas

the right to receive $25,000 upon his preseanting & "p

rime facie showing

of injustices suifered" (whatever that meesns) is so przposterous a pro-

vosal that it will materially weaken any chence of the redress bill ever
getting through Ccngress.

Common sense wculd indicete that every dollar of anv repsrations
made evailable by the Americsn Government justly selongs to the individ-
usls whc were directly affected by the World Wer II exile and mess im-
prisonment orders. Tnat the individuesl victims of those injustices who
ere still living should be given the mcney to use cr keep as they wish
can hardly be a matter for dispute. For the J.2.C.L. National Cocmmittee,
however, to decide to deny to even the irmediste kin of deceased evacuses

the right to receive reparations monev which the deceased would have re-



ceived if liviag is an unwarranted deniel of a basic end custcmerv right
of inheritance. To state, furthermors, thet such sums will be placed in

"3e used for the wel-

e trust controlled by & Javpanese American group to
fare and benefit of Japenese Amesricans" is tc sencticn the unauthcrized
expropriating of monev which rightfully should be going to ths next of
kin. We can not consent to such-an unconsciocnable proposal which we ere
unsble to perceive as bsing morally much different from giving approval

to an act of theft.

Moreover, we are both puzzled and alarmed by the National Committee's
intention to first put all redress funds appropriated by Ccngress into a
trust to be controlled by a Japanese American Commission. In view of the
demonstrated inability of the J.A.C.L. to menage or handle its own funds,
it is éuestig;;gigﬂgﬁggﬁe;_a7£fﬁégrfund contrclled by gnvy éésually selec-
ted Japanese Americen group cculd show eny better results. ILirecting the
management and disbursement of up to thres billion dollarse requires per=
sons of a very high level of experience, ebility, and integrity. Such a
sum in the hsnds of a randomly chosen group of inexperienced Japanese
Americans would become en almost irresistably tempting money depot fer
looting by clever knaves and crooks.

The Seattle Evacuation Redress Committee firmly believes that any
funds avpropristed by Congress should remain in tHe Haads of the Uaitsed
Stetes Government at least until all cleims by individuels have been paid.

If the Naticnal J.A.C.L. is truly serious abcut getting redress for
the former West Ccast exiles and inmates of Americen concenirstion camos,
it should not only refuse to accept most of the decisions made by its
National Committee on Redress in April, it should slso rscognize that &
reparations drive with asny hope of success will require nothing less

than the undivided attention and committment of the eantire resources of

the organization for es long es necessary to get a bill passed and sll



.
its provisions carried out. Thnis means that the J.A.C.L. national staff
will have to drop practicslly all iis other esctivities end werk slmest
solely on reparations because the J.£.C.L. is too small snd weak to be
aole to afford any other course.
We ask that all who are interested in getting & just =nd fair redress
0ill enacted into law make known_their views to both the locsl and nation-

al officiels of the J.A.C.L. by teleph-ne calls, letters, or telegrams.

SEATTLE EVACUATION RELRESS COMMITTEE
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