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| Qudiiud~  THE PACTS ABOUT THE WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
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An address by D. S. Myer, Director of the War Relocation Authority, before a

luncheon meeting of the Los Angeles Town Hall, Los Angeles, California, Jan-

vary 21, 1944, :
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It is often said in this section of the country that we people from .
the Middle West and the East do not really understand the Japanese-American
problem, After living with a big part of that problem day in and day out
for about a year and a half, I am perfectly willing to admit that-it is
tough and complicated. But I still feel that it can be solved., And I be-
lieve that under the War Relocation Authority program we have already made
encouraging progress toward an ultimate solution.

Looking back over the past year and a half, I find that our operations
to date have included four major accomplishments. One was the establishment
and development of relocation centers where the psople of Japanese descent
could be quartered following the evacuation. Second was a large-scale
screening process which we carried out at these centers in order to identify
those people whose records indicated that they might endanger the national
security. Third was the segregation program under which we concentrated the
potentially dangerous individuals and those who prefer to be Japanese ratfer
than American in one center at Tule Lake. Fourth has been the relocation in
normal American communities of about 17,000 of the many thousands of evacu=
ees who proved eligible to relocate under our regulationss

This last accomplishment is the one in which I take the greatest sat-
isfaction and the one which is likely to prove most important from the long-
range point of views Under our relocation program, the people of Japanese
descent who formerly lived in a comparatively narrow area along the West
Coast ars now being gradually dispersed across the remainder of the country.
They are teking jobs on farms and in shops all the way from Salt Lake City
to Boston, Massachusetts. They are playing a valuable role in our war pro-
duction effort and many are already sinking roots in their new locations.

As this process goes forward, I feel confident we are moving toward the
liquidation of a most difficult minority probleme

Relocation is and always has been our major objective in/WRA. It is
set forth as our primary function in the Executive Order under which ve
operate and is reflected in the neme of the agency. But it has nct bsen our
only concern by any means. Despite reports you may have heard to the con-
trary, we have also been deeply concerned about the national security. We
have recognized all along that there is in the evacuee population a considerable
minority of people who have stronger ties with Japan than with this country
and who might conceivably interfere with the war effort. And in conducting
our relocation program we have taken every precauticn to prevent such people
from doing any harm,

, When we first received the evacuees at rslocation centers during the
summer and early fall of 1942, we had no records by which ws could identify
the potentially dangerous or strongly pro=-Japanese individuals in the popu-



letion, We knew that in the months immediately following Pearl Harbor sev-
eral hundred alien Japaness of this type had beea picsked up oa the Weet Coust
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and sent to interrment camps. Bu
during the period while the evacuated peoplc were in Army assembly cent
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we were not able to carry this screening process any Pur+he‘ S0 we were
faced with the problem of developing records and carrying out a screening
program at the relocation centers, :

The most important step in this process was a large-scale re
tion program which we carrled out in colleboration with the Army at
cat;on centers about a year ago. All adult residents of the cenmter
required to fill out gquestionnaires whiah H”cv1ﬂ@d information on topics
guch as education, prcvloua,cmploymelt relatives in Japan, knowlcdge gf the
Japunuge Language, investments in apun, organiz atichal and rsligious affil-
iations, and even sports and hobbies In addltl"n the 01t1zen evacueas
were asked whether they would pledge all sglance to the United States, while
alisn residents of the centers were ¢alled upon to promise that they would
abide ‘by ‘the nation's 1avo and not 1ntcr*cre WLth uhu‘va“ offo“te

|.l

A1l .of -this infcrﬁatioﬁ‘has,prové“ extrumelj wsepul in ¢duﬂmllylug
those -with pro=Japanese symp@thﬁes and those who might ¢ tstltou & menace
to-the national safety. In addition, we have made effecti ve use, in kun—h
dreds of cases, of .informaticn on the evacuees which ¥ e obtu*n:a from the
evacuatedfaryaftfrom.ferm@r employers, neighbors, municipal officiuls and’
others, We have comsulted the files of federal intelligence agencies Aand:
‘have used any materlal that was available 42 thosp files on adult reosidents
of ths centers, ,We have built up our own rvcor‘b'op tnv'DVﬁcu“"O %hrough’
our local pollo or internal °ﬁcu;1ty syatﬂ% and Trom othér sources at the

- roenterss:
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3 In fhis Wuy Wo'hth &ﬂcumulated over a pericd of many mopths a large
amount of- detailed information on the bQﬂKgrounﬂ and attitudes of practically
-all evacuees. beyond the uae of 17 at the relocation’ centers. Through the use
of:tect hlquos similtor: tc‘tbo 16 . mhlnh hnve: besn @ loyed by the intgllipgence
agencies over a period of years, we have bden. s mllnw ut ‘those mambers Qf
the evacuee population whose basic loyalties lie with Jupan, We have mgde
this comprehensive kind of check dﬂroctlv in conr“ctlon WEEJ our re 100at;on
program. We have bsen greo ng 1euve mormLts onlv after consulting' a]l :
available date on the individvals concerne And we have consistertly
denied the privilege of leave to thoss whese rscerds indicated that they
were strongly pro-Japanese or might nnga1&vAuth, security of the N‘t'on.

Within the past several menths we have been carrying out &’ sugrcgat¢on
program to separate the evacuees who are ineligible for leave in a center by
themselves. We have segregeted three major groups of people: (1) those who
have applisd for repatriation or expetrintion to Japan, (2) citizen cvacuees
who failed to pledge allegisnce to the United States during registration,
andse{3) tho se with intelligence records or other records indicating thut
they might endanger tho national security. In addition, we determined that
immediate family relatives of people in all three groups should be accorded
the privilege of living at the segregation cenber in order to avoid dis-
rupting family ties.

.

The segregetion process is now virtually comploted. We still have a
few hundred pcople at Manzanar and some of the other centers who are await-
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ing transfer to Tule lake, and who will be moved in the immediates future.
But the main movements werz carried out in September and October of last
year. . They involved the transfer of about 9,000 people--including segre-
gants and their frmilies--into Tuliz lLelke from nine other centers and the
removal of about an equal number of ncn-segregants from Tule Lake to the
other centers. Approximately 6,000 people remained at Tule Lake under the
segregation process.,

Since November 1, the Tule Lake center has attracted a tremendous
amount of public attention--more attention, perhaps, than all other WRA
activities during all the months that we have been in operation. Sincs
Tuls Lake has become such a focal point in our progrem--at lsast in the
public mind--TI want teo spend some tims telling you cbout the center, ths
type of people who live thers, and the events which took place there during
the first few days of November.

. First, let me say a few words about the population. Tule Lake is, of
course, the ceanter for disloyal svacuees. MNost ¢f the udult peopls there
have indicated eithér by word or cetion thet they profer to be Japanese
rather than American. But it is & mistaks to think of the population at
Tule as composed exclusively of agitators end potential saboteurs. Many
of the resideats are alisns of advanced years who have simply given up the
struggle to become adjusted-in this country and who want only to live out
the rest of their days in the land of their birth. Despite their pro-Jap-
anese leanings, very few of them, in my opiniocn, are actually troublesome

or dangerous. Then there is also ancther group at the center~-perhaps the
largest single €lement in the whole population--which is made up of children
and others whose records contain no evidence of disleyalty but who ars liv:
ing at Tule lake merely because of family ties. These people, along with
the aliens, probably constitute a majority of the total population.

At thc same time, however, it is true that we now have at Tule Lake
some of ths most troublesome ¢lements that were praviously scattered among
ten relocation centers. Therc are, for example, o considerable number of
Young American-born cvacuecs who have rasceived the major part of their edu-
cation in Japan and who seum to have beon thoroughly indoctrinated with Jap-
ansse militaristic idems. This group has always bsen particularly malad-
Justud at the relocution centers and is plainly out of sympathy with the
United States. In addition, thers are & number of young people, born and
educated in this country, who have become embittorad by tho experiences of
the past two years and have docidsd to cast their lot with Japan.

Shortly after the mojor scgregation movement was complzted, it be-
come spparent that there wers at Tule Lake a comeiderable mincrity of act-
iwely disloyal svacuoces who were mainly interested in hindering the Amcri=-
ran war effort by interfering with the orderly processes of administration.
‘It wus further clear, as time weut on, thut the cvacuces of this type had
boended together in a tight, well-lmit orgenization for the purpose of gain-
ing 2 dominant position in the community. The tactics employed by this
group were similar to those used by big city gangsters. There were threats
of violence, terrorism, and nll the other fomiliar techniques.,



On October 15 a truck accident cecurred at’ the center in which 28
farm workers were injured and one subsequently died. The dissident group
immediately seized upen this incident and precipitated a complete gtoppage
of work on the harvesting of vegetablies. Oince we had 2 erop worth roughly
half a million dollars facing immirent destruction by frost, we dedided to
recruit a number of evacuee farm workers from the other centers to complete
the harvest work at Tule Lake.

This was the situation that prevailed at the center on November 1
when the incident ocourred. The ovents that took place on the afternoon of
that day have given rise to so many wild rumors and e¢xaggerated statements
that we have spent considerable time and effort in checking on the aecuraey
of all the major allegations. We have interviewed 69 eye-witnesses who
were present in various parts of the center on that afternoon, We have anal-
yzed the statements mads by these witnesses, along with other evidencs, and
aré now in position to piece together a reasonably complets story on the
events that actually occurred. Several points deserve specifie comment.

In the first place, the crowd which gathered around the administra-
tion building on the afterncon of November 1 was not an angry mob. It was
composed of whole family groups--men, women, and even littls children--and
had been summoned out by en unauthorized announcement that I was going to
maxs a speech, It is now clear that this announcement was made by members
of the dissidsnt group for the purpose of bringing a show of pressure to
bear on ths administration. But there is no ovidence to indicate that the
crowd as e whole was aware of thess plans or party to them. BEssontially,
the crowd was an unsuspecting tcol which the organized group used in meking
a rather drematic bid for power.

Another. point which emerges rather clearly from the results of ouf
investigution is that the storiss about evacuces carrying knives and clubs
have bsen, to put it mildly, greatly exaggerated. Of the 69 people we inter-
viewsd, 34 made no comment regarding weapons and 30 specifieally denied see-
ing weapons of any kind. Of the remaining five persons interviewed, twe
testified that they each saw one evacuee with a knifs of the whittling type;

. two testified that they sow evacuces.with short pieces of pipe; and one test-
ified that she "thought" she saw evacuses with butcher knives.

The stories about incendiarism have even less factual basis. We have
discovered no tangible evidence of such an attempt and have reeeived no con-
clusive testimony that would tend to bear out the many wild allegations. Of:
the 69 witnesses interviewsd, only 20 commented on this question and 15 of
these specifioally denied seeing incendiary materials Three people testified
that they had seen evacuess carrying boxes, but were not able to identify the
contents.s Two testified that "friends had told them" about seaing evacuees
carrying strow.

Admittedly the situation was tense at Tule Lake on the afternoon of
November.l, and we havs never had any illusions that it was not, But I do
not believe any fair-minded person, after examining the:evidenee we have
collected, would call this particular incident a riot.

The events which took place on the evening of November 4, however,
were of quite a diffcrent sharacter, On that occasion, a group of saveral

s



hundred svacuess, armed with clubs, entered the administration area in viol-
atlon of an order from the Project Director and with obvious intentions of

iclencces In cccordonce with previous arrangements, we immediately called
in the troops stationed outside the center and asksd the Army to take over
responsibility for interral administration untll th community could be
rbstorcd to a normal ba sis of operationsa.

This transfer of responsibility was carried out under the terms of

a long-standing agrecment we have had with the War Department covering the
administration of rslocation centers. Essentially, thaot agreement provides
for a division of laboér bestween WRA and the Army. Under normal circum-
stances, we are responsible for all phasss of internal administration, while
the Army guards the exterior boundaries and chécks the passes of poople ;
moving in and out. However, when a situation arises--like the incident of
November 4 at Tule Lake--where a show of force is needed, the agreement
provides that we can call in the troops and turn the rpS”OHS]blllty for

internal administration temporarily over to the Army authorities.

; There have been three incidents in evacuee centers over the past
year and a half which have been termed riots. As it happsns, all of them
“have occurred here in the State of California, . The first one took place
during the summer of 1942 at the Santa Anita Assembly Center under Army
jurisdiction, = The second ong ocdeurred at Manzanar a year ago last December.
And the third one was the incident of November 4 at Tule Lake.

The Manz®nar incident of Decembor, 1942 wus similar in many ways to
the recent Tule Laks disturbance. It was caused primarily by a comparative-
ly small group of agitators and was culminated by the summoning of the
troopss On that cccasion we stoarted Immediately after ths troops had moved
in trying to get the community back on a normal basis. We rounded up the
troublemakers, isolated them from the rest of the population, and sventually
moved them to a special isolation center which was established first near
Moab, Utah and later at Leupp, Arizona. Following the ramoval of these
troublesome elements, Monzanar quickly became one of the most peaceful of
all relocation centers and has remained so sver since. ' I bslieve you will
find that the people of Owens Valley have no parbticular apprehensions about
the center today even though there are several hundred szgregonts there
awaiting transfer tto Tule Lakes

At Tule we plan to follow roughly the same pattern which was used at
Mcnzonar in restoring the community to an orderly basis. In this case, we
are not moving the troublemakers outside the center because of transportation
and other difficulties. But we are 1sola'111ﬁ”P the troublemakers as rapidly
as they can bes identified in one section of the center which has been fenced
off from the rest of the community and will be guarded at all times. We have
also increased our internal security staff at the center and/ have built .a
fence between the evacuee ‘colony and the administration area. With these
addifiiboal lprecautions, I feel confident that an orderly community eon be de-
veloped at Tule loke. I believe, as I have nll:along, 'that’ the majority of
the people there, regardless of their notionpl sympathies; rars interested in
living peaceably together and that they will coopercte toward that end with
ths administration,

Now that the segrégation process has ‘been virtually completed, we are
redoubling our efforts to speed up the relocation of people at the nine other
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centers. We are hoping that in the near - future we will be able to carry
this job far -enough along o that it will be possible to closo ‘ons and ps
hops two of the relocation centsrss And we also have hopes thot &ddlthu&l
closings can bs mads later as the relbcation program moves forward.

There has been a great deal of public misunderstanding about our
relocation progrem--osbout its origin, its purposes, and the reasons why we
are placing sc much stress upon it. Much of the.adverse comment that hus
been mads is undoubbtedly motivated by patriotic intentions. But it is o
based, I believe, largely on fundamental misconcsptions. And it.is produc=-
ing results which may be most unfortunate for the democratic future of the
nation.

The idea of confining 2ll' people of Japanese doscent in govermment
centers has bech strongly advocuted by a considerable number of individuals
and influential organizations on the West Coast and elséwhere. The rsason
most frequently advanced for such a coursse is that all pecople of Japanese
ancestry, regardless of where they were born and reaissd, arc basically dis-
loyal to the United States and sympathstic with the aims of militaristic
Jopan. I heartily disagrce with that contentione A great deal is bein
said about loyalty in connectipn with Japancse-Americans these days and much
of the comment, in my opinion, represents the loosest and most dangerous
kind of talk. Of course, thers is no way of gueranteeing the loyalty of a
person of Japanese descent, cr, for that matter, of anyons clse., Thére is
no way of entering into thw innermostrerecesses of o personts mind and fathom-
ing his most fundamental attochmsnts and conVLCtlons. The most that you con
do is to judge a person's loyalty on the basis of the attitudes which he
cxpresses by word or action.

On such a basis, I belicve there is ampla evidencs to disprove ohece
and for all thz notion that no person of Japanese ancestry can bs loyal to
the Unitcd States, There arc in the Army of the United States today about
9,000 soldiers of .Japanese¢- descent nequy half of whom volunteered for
services One unit, known as the 100th Infantry Battalion and mads up ex-
clusively of ovcond goneration Japanesc-Amsricans, is now in action on the
Italion front and has already won ths highest praiss for its bravery in com-
bat and its skill in the handling of weapons. Another unit, which includes
several hundred men who volunteered for service from rglocation centers, is
in training ot Camp Shelby, Mississippi in preporation for active duty over=
seas.

The behavior of these men both in volunteering and in actual combat
provides striking evidencc, it seems to me, where their real loyalty lies.
But if further proof is nceded, let me réand o fow excerpts from letters
recently written by some of these men who are in the armed forces upholding
and defending our democratic form of govermment, This first one was written
from Cump Shelby by a young man who volunteered for wmcrvice from the Heart
Mourttain Relocation Center in Wyoming. Vriting to his parents who are still
at ths center, he says: »

"The future welfare of you and all of us who hope to
remain in this land rests almost entirely on how the 100th, now
in action as the wvanguard for the American 5th Army in Italy,
and the 442nd do in battle. We have got everything to gain by



doing our utmost in battle, nothing to loses. We have a

chance to prove to cll who doubt our loyalty and sincerity -

to this nation that we too are Americans and therefore

entitlad to llve as Americaons in the truest semse of the

word."

This next one was written by a sergeant at the front to ths command-
ant of his training camp at home. He says:

"I am now waiting for the zero hour. This is the oppor-
tunity I have been waiting for ever since that fateful day of
December 7, 194ls How can any red-blooded American forget that
day. We must amd will, under the protection of Almighty Gods..
win over the enemy and once more bring peace to this troubled
world, so that those who gave their lives shall not have died
in vaine I hope I can live mp to tho expeetibions. of you and

s

-my frisndss: - 4nd-b2lic¥shne. Towdllim 01y

Much the same attitude.is expressed in tha statement made by a young
doctor of Japanese ancestry who is o Cuaptoin with the 100th Battalion in
Italy. Talking to a war correspopdent gt an advanced field dressing stotion,
he seaid: .

"The Japansse in the Pecrl Harbor attock hurt us worse ;

. than anyone. They did rsally o dirty job on all.theidapanese-people
living in the United States. We pay and will go on paying a terriblo price
for the sins of those Japanese. They made us lose the faith and trust of
the American people. Now we men of Japanese blocd in the United States Army
are trying to win back that faith and confidence of America. We are more
than willing, we are eager to fight the Germans, too. But it is not against
the Germans thot we hold our primery grudge. It is against the Japanese
Imperial Army, Navy, and Air Force." :

In the face of evidence like this, it is extremely difficult for . ¢
- retounderstand how any reasonable person can advocate the mass confinement
of -all persons: &f Japaneso desoant simply on the grounds of race.

Within the last few hours a specific announcement has been made by
the Secréetary of War concerning military serviee for Americans of Japanese
descent, As you may know, Japanesé-American boys have not been inducted
into the armed forces through the usual Selective Service procedure since
February, 1942, Volunteers have been accepted during the past year, but "
there has been no involuntary induction. The Secretary of War has just
announced that, effective immediately, Americans of Japanese ancestry will
be inducted into the United States Army through the Selective Service system.
‘A4 list of those acceptable for service has been prepared and the men on the
list will have their cases reviewed by their local boards; they will be re-
classified and called up for induction as their individusl turns come. It
is expectmd that the men inducted in this way will be added.to the 100th
Battallon or the 442nd Combat Teom and: it is possible that other Nisei units
will be formed, ol

In determining to accept involuntary inductees, the Army gives recog-
nition to the excellent record of the Nisei already in services. But even
3 : ? 3 ' 3 ‘ t % ¥ ' eten RS % SRSVl | Y T {.'." o



more significant is the fact that a minority group of Americans have had
“restored to them individually the opuorturity of fulfilling one of the high-
est obligations of their citizenship. It means much to the Nisei. It means
even more to American desmocracy.® '

I spoke earlier of fundamental misconceptions. One of them which
seems to persist, particularly in this section of the country, is the notion
that the govermment originally planned a mass detention of the etvacuess and
that the WRA rslocation program repressnts-a sharp reversal of previous gov-
ermment policy. I want to deny this emphatically. As svidence to the con~
trary, let me remind you that for nearly one month after the original evacu-
ation order was first announcgd, the people of Japanese ancestry were freely
permitted by the Western Defense Command to leave thée coastal area and reset-
tle inland on their own initiative., It was only after this voluntary move-
ment had given rise to difficulties that the controlled plan of svacuation
and movement into govermment centers was put into sffects As the War Depart-
ment has frequently pointed out, the'sole aim of the svacuation was to move
the people of Jupanese descent from‘a sensitive military area and not to
put them under lock and cey.

Another highly important.aspeot of this question which is being over-
looked by many of those who urge mass detention is the repercussions that
such a step would have from a legal and constitutional standpoint. : So far,
the Supreme Court of the United States has not ruled on the constitutional
validity either of evacuation or of detention in governmenﬁ centers., The
Hirabayashi case which was decided last June mercly upheld the constitutional
validity of the curfew orders imposed by the Western Defense Command at’ the
time of evacuation. The decision in thet case was unanimous, but it is sig-
nificant that Mr. Uustlcv Murphy remarked, "TﬂlS»gOoS to the very brink of
constitutional power." Morsover, pr%ctlcally all lawyers are agreed that

 the Constitution provides no basis for a mass detention program involving -
Ameriean citizens. This point was strongly emphasized recently by Attorney
General Biddle when he testified before congressional committees regarding
the implications of the Tule Lake incident. It was also brought out in a
recent Circuit Court decision on the case of Miss  Mitsuye Endo,., Miss Endo,
who was an evacuee resident of Tule Lake in the period before it become o
segregation center, had applied for a writ of habeas corpus under the pro-
visions of the Constitution for release from the rslocation center. The
court denied Miss Endo's application but did so solely on the grounds that
WRA has a relocation program under <which Miss Endo might have applied for
leave from the center without going through the courts. If we had no such
procedures and were sngaged in a mass 1nternmcnt program, the du0131on might
well have been different,

‘ I do not meon to imply mer&ly thot mass confinement of the evacuees
would present some rather complicated legal problems. It would do that;. but
‘its ultimate significancs'is much greater.  Itiwould mean. striking at the ~
very hecart of ths constitutional safeguards which now prouvct every last.one
of us cgalnst arbitrary .govermental action. And it would. mean«a. serious re=
tradt frefithe priciplss of frecdom and justice on whichithis nation was
founded and which i%-istnow ilohtifﬂ to defond. If we'single out oncuminor-
ity elercent of our populctisn and confine all its mombers' purcly on €hé ° i
grounds of raes, we will:be-forfoikting ovr right to bs.regarded and svan to
- regard oursalves as a truly deﬁccratlc nation.
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During the ysar and & half I have spent in my present job, I have
learned a great deal sbout the Japanese-American problem in this country.
And mnst of my knowladgs, I assure you, has been gained the hard way. I
have learned, among other things, that thers are in this section of the
country and elsewhere, many influential peopls and organiztftions who will
go to almost any length %o reduce people -born in the Unitsd States. of Japan-
ese ancestry to the status of second-class citizens.  In recent wesks and
months, these individuals and organizations have been carrying on a persist-
ént and vigorous campaign of rzce hatred. One prominent newspaper chain
which has playé¢d a. central role in this effort has been especlally guilty
of bad faith and un-American tactics. The writers and' editors of this
organization have scized upen every opportunity to distort the facts and
create widespread public fears and animosities toward the people in reloca-
tion centers. They have succeeded in creating the impression that WRA 1s
- deliberately turning spies and saboteurs locse upon the nation, that armed
evacuees are pouring inte Califcrnia in defiance of military regulations,
and that people at the relocation centers are being better fed than the
average American family. Therc is not one shred of truth in any of these
allegations.

. Regardless of the stories which you may have tead, we insthe War,
Relocction Autherity are just as suxiocus as ony Americans to see: the mili-
tarism of Japan crushed and wiped from the fuce of the earth. And sc, I
might add, ars many thousands ¢f the people in relccation centerss But we
do feel that the war should net bg wuged on American soil and that monifest-
‘ations of unresasoning hatred toward the Japanese-fmericans are not a necess-
ary part &f our efforts to defeat the empire of Japan, In fact, it Beems
entirely plain to me that those who ars deliberately stirring up fecling
agoinst the evacuecs are’doing a serious disservice to the national wor
efforts They are providing the enemy with propaganda material to be used
in convineing other Oriental naticons that the United States is conducting o
racial war, They are fomenting hutreds and
action and cool concentratisn on tho. immediate job are more vitally needed
than ever before in our histery. They gre crsating an impression of nation-
ol dissension and disunity tha®t must be a sbimulating tonic to the morale of
the Axis nations. If the same amcunt of energy and ingenuity that have
been expended on these campaigas of racial hatred had been channalized
against the real eneny, I feel sure we would be much nearer than we are now
to the day of fimal victory.

feers at a time when united

I om generally optimistic ebout ultimate solution of the Japanese-
Americon problem. In the heat of current emotigns on this issue, it may
help to restore perspective if we remember that the pcople of Japanese
ancestry in this country represent, after 4il, only a tiny fragment of our
total population--about one-tenth of one percent. Most of the ties which
this group now has with the culture of Jupan are through the older gensration
of aliens. As these people gradually die off and as the younger kenerution
born and cducated in this coumbry grows to maturity, the situation will
chonge ropidly. I also feel that the rclocation program is a most important
step toward ultimate solution. As the people of Japanesec descent who form-
erly lived in this section are dispersed throughout hundreds of communities
in the Middle West and the East, settling as individual familics or in small
groups here and there, I feel certain that they cun and will be integrated



into the economy of the nation.

But I am deeply disturbed about the growing trend toward racial think=-
ing and discrimination toward minority groups which seems to be developing
under the stresscs and strains of the war. Democracy is never an easy form
" of govermment, Even in peace time, it can be made to operate successfully
only if the people have the necessary ensergy, ingenuity and especially cour-
age to make it works It took courage to establish this demcecratic nation H5r%
of ours and it has taken courage to build it up to its present high status.
Now more than ever before, couragés is necded, nob only in our noticnal
lenders, but among our total population, if we are to emerge from this con-
flict without impairing and sacrificing wame of our most cherished traditions.
and principlesd :

_ This is particularly truc in connection with the Japanese-Americon
problem. Becuuse of the nature of the enemy in Japan, there is a natural
tendency to substitute emotion for clear thinking and hatred for understand-
ing in our efforts to deal with cur own people of Japanese descent. Terse-
cution of minority groups, I have always felt, stems largely from fear, And
fear unquestionably is the underlying cause fer much of the current agitation
on this issue--foar of economic compebition and fear of a group that is-not
fully understood.,

In this connection, I would like to read o few excerpts from a maga-
zine article recemtly written by a resident of this State.
y

S #¥hpt -feightenstint dost today iB-nptethei neourringl rieg
riots, the economic pressures on 'minorities', the intermmen
of Americans of darker-skinned cncestry whose loyalty to the
ideology of white supremacy is doubted, nor even the whole
score and viciousness of the recent growth of racc hatreds and
the insidious haginning of propagandism for & white elliance
for %self-protection'--not these so much as the white man's
sudden consciousness of his own fear of other races of which
these are but manifestations, I can see no hope for any
"minority! group, nor even for demccracy itself, in the exigt=-
ence of this fear,

"People who are afraid are cruel, vicious, furtive, dan-
gerous; they are dishonest, malacious, vindictive; they destroy
the things of which they are afraid, or are destroyed by them.
The host Who is afraid, hearing a noise in his kitchen, tiptoes
down the baek stairs and blows out the brains of an ice~box raid-
ing guest whom he thinks is a burglar; the policeman who R g
afraid shoots the manucled prisoner whe bends to tie his shoe
lace; the industrialist who is’afraid hires thugs and murderers
to fight unionists; the capitalist who is afraid sabotages pub-
lic welfare; the politician who is afraid attacks leaders of
weokly supportéd causss to hide his own compromises; the states=

; man who is afraid endeavors to isolate his nation; and the gov-
erment. head who is afraid fails in the execution of laws, both
netional and international. s -



w Tlow

"eesoFear moy easily become the greatest tragedy of
this historic periocd. For the eventual peace of the world
and-thesecontinuation,of progressvdepend vpon:thé white man's
ability to live in equelity, integrity, and courage in a
civilization where he is outnumbered by peoples of other
raees. It is imperative thot He be unafraid. For if; bee
cause of his fecr, he finds himself unable to live as a
neighbor and equal competitor with other races, there will
be no peace and little progress.”

Whether we like it or not, our handling of racial minority problems
is not strictly a domestic issue.  The actions we take and the attitudes we
express will have and are having rcpercussions all around the globe. In
our program, for example, we have had to keep constantly in mind the fact
that we are dealing with Japanese nationals, in part, and that our treat-
ment ofiithéscipeople might welllaffedt the-réeiprocal’ breatmeht atcondadcebo
American soldiers and civilians in the hands of the Japanese.  Shortly after
the outbreok of war, the govermment of the United States and the govermment
of Japan agreed through ncutral diplomatic channels to meet certain speci-
fied standerds in the treatment of each other!s nationals who are interned
or temporarily detained in govermment camps. These standards are set forth
in the Internaticnal Conventicn which was signed at Geneva, Switzerland by
o number of govermments in 1929, They originally intended to apply to pris-
oners of war. But, by mutual agreement, the govermnments of this country and
of Japan have extended the applicable provisions to civilian nationalse
Shortly after the Tule Lake incideut the Jupanese govermment broke off nego=-
tiations looking toward an exchange of notionals until the Spanish consular
representotives could investigate the conditions in relocation centers. 1
am confident that the Spanish will find-oconditions in the centers generally
satisfactory and that they will eventually report this faect to Tokyo. But
this development does point up the very grave international implications of
our prograoma

The War Relocation Authority has been accused of conducting a "social
experiment” in its relocation progrem., On behalf of my own staff, I want to
say that we are not quite sure what our critics meon when they use that
phrases We have always felt that we are merely trying to do a complex and
rother thankless job in the most pracbical woy we can and at the same time
in harmony with the best pr neciples of our democératic past. We have had to
consider at all times that we are dealing with about 70,000 American citi-
zens who connot be deprived ‘of their rights and-privileges without due pro-
cess of . lawe We have hod to kesp in mind the provisions of the Geneva Con=-
veution and the possibilities of retaliatory action against our people in
Jopanese handse. But the one principle, above all other, which has guided
our actions and molded cur thinking is the belief that there is a place in
this melting pot nation of ours for all the people of good will and demo-
cratic faith who are now within our borders regardless of their racial ante-
cedentss That is the badrock principle on which we are conducting our pro-
grom in the Wear Relocation Authority and which, as Director of WRA I will
fight to defend.
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