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A CHRONOLOGY

OF EVACUATION AND RELOCATION
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The attack on Pearl Harbor
Declaration of war esgainst Japan. >
-.19&2..'”

Letter to the Pre#ident from the Pavific Coast congressional
delegation recommending the evacuation from strategic areas
of all persons of Japanese ancestry, and others, both aliens
and citizens, whose presence might Jeopardize or hinder the
Nation's war effort,

Executive order of the President authorizing the Secretary

of Wer or designated military commamders to prescribe military
areas from which any or all persons may be excluded, or in
which their movements may be restricted.

Hearings of House Committee on National Defense Migration
(the Tolan Committee) begun on the Pacific Coast with
regard to, problems involved in dealing with enemy aliens and
other persons living in that area,

- Telegram from the Tolan .Camittee to the President, cabinet
members, and congressional leaders urging establishment of a
regional office of the Allen Property Custodian in the Pacific
Coast area,

Proclamation issued by Lieut, Gen, J, L. DeWitt, Cormanding
General of the Western Defense Comnand and Fourth Army,
desigrating military areas in'the States of Washington, Oregon,
California, and Arizona from which certain persons or classes
of persons, as the situation might require, might be excluded,
Restrictions placed on Japanese, Gsrmen, and Italian allens,
Military Area No, 1 included roughly the western half of the
three coastal States and the southern half of Arizona,
Military Aree No, 2 comprised the remainipg portions of all
four states, Period of voluntary evecuation begun.

Federal Reserve Bank designated as a co-operating agency to
assist persons to be evacuated in disposing of their property
or making other arrangements for handling such property. The
Farm Security Administration was later authorized to render
similar assistance with respect to agricultural property and
to help in placing other operators on farms that had been

vacated,
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The Wartime Civil Copfrol Administration (WCCA) ostablished as
an ageney of the Westorn Dofonse Command, undor Cole Karl Re
Bendotsen, to have dircet suporvision of the evacuation programe

Proslaimtion lssued desipnating tho 'Statos of Idaho, Monbana,
Nevoda, and Utah as military areas Noe _:f;’:,f 4, 5, and, 6 rospectivel;

Work underway on clcaring land and éroction of housing for
ovacuso assombly cortor ot Manzanar, California, undor dircction

~of tho Us Se Arny'.Corpﬁ_:%f‘ Engincorse

Exccutivé Order (210'2) {s§ucd by Progiddnt Roosovelt eroating
the War Rolocation ".“ﬁt_:ho’:l'i“by, ‘a ‘non-military agenecy,with

 quthority to formulato and corry out & program for a plannod

3 = o - . ress A B R e
and orderly rolocation ‘of persons ovacudted from military arcase

Milton Se Eiscnhower apppinted dircctor o

Tolograms"sont by Tdlan Commitbde to 15 Wostorn Governors to

* etdrming attitude of Statos toward rédeiving Japancsc cvacuocs;

all but “one of ‘the roplics umfavorablos

# :Eﬁéé’cﬁoﬁ;ﬁ"bf-‘C‘ongrc"ssior'ﬁ\i’;‘lc'gisla'biq‘fi"‘(Hﬁ 6758) providing

\

- penaltics for persons violating orders as to cntering, romain-

ing' ir§ ‘0¥ ledving military arcase
JPUAS SN AL BaSTiL aneeTey ol
Movenont of first contingent of ctacuees of Japanese ancostry,

© 1,000 vSluwitoors kfrom"ﬁé's-fﬁgolgs"’, o the assombly contor at

Manza¥ar *b6 - 4ssist in pMSparing tho new comwnity for the lator
D.I‘I‘i\ral!*of 93009 f(j’ltllcrs. d & 55 o (] s

Civilian Exclusion Ordor Noe 1 issucd by Licube Gene Je Le

“PoWitt dirovtingMadl Vporsens fof - Japanose ancestry both alions

“ 7 and éitizens, to'cvacuite Baimbridgd Island near Seattle,

Washington, on or b&ford-Warch 304" -

Effoctive date of curfew orde¥ covering Gorman and Italian
nliohs and all persons of Japaicsc anccstry in Military Arca

Nos 1, requiring thom to bo «in' their plaeos of rosidoenco betweon
tho hotrs of 8 peme and 67 asme; ‘forbidding possossion of fire=

‘armsy oxplosives, ‘cameras, radio transnitting sets or shortwave
. rocoiving setsyand“arring travel more thHan five miles from

home without pormj.t.

iyt sg LR e 3 "

Further W’rolmtziry;‘ovaom"bion‘from'l\flilitary Arca Noe 1 by

Japancsc, alicns -orsdmorican~born, prokibited after this date
'+ by ordor of Licuts Gone Do®itt.e :
-~ ‘Thrce th‘ousdnd’-'.poople"of Japanesc ancostry ordered to cvacuate

the Torminal Tsland area in Los Angeles harbor by Lpril 5 and
nove to the assembly conter at Santa Anitae
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May 19

Moy 21

May 27

Juno 1

=3

Salt Lake City conforonce attended by 10 Wostern govornors

or thoir ropresonbatives, and by other state officials and
reprosentatives of fedoral agenoios including the War Ro=
location Authority, to discuss rclocation program and ascortain
the views of tho various sbatos toward ite States ropresontod
were: ~Utah, Arizona, Novada, Montana, Idaho, Colorado, New
Mexico, Washington, Oregon, and Wyoning e

Construdtion startod on Gila River Relocation Center noar
Sacaton, Arizonae ey

Lppointrent of Ee Re Fryor as Rogional Diroctor of tho War
Rolocation Authority at San Francisco announcede

Organization of National Student Relocation Council, a non-
govermmont’ agenecy, initiated through the offorts of the
lAmorican Frionds Sorvice Cormittec with the approval of the
War Rolocation Aubhority and the War Dopartment, to assist

in a program by which ovacuco studonts arc cnabled to continuo
their cducation at. colloges outside the ovacuated arcae

Afrival of first contingent of ovacuces ap the Colorado Rivor
Rocloeation Centor noar Parkor, Arizonae

Lction started by Native Sons of thqmﬁoldon'W~sf in a California
Federal Court to dony Jimerican-born Japancsg tho right to votoe

N P —

Evacuation of Japancsc in Arizona completode

Atlantic coast dosignated Q’ﬁiiitary arca by the Eastcorn Defenso
Cormande i

Civilian Restriction Ordor Noe 1 issucd by tho Wostern Defonso

Cormand ostablishing all asscmbly centers and relocation
conters in the cight far wostorn States as military areas and
forbidding ovacucc residonts to loave these areas without
oxpross approval of the Westorn Dofense Cormande

Departurc of first group of evacuces from Portland Assombly
Cemtor for agrioultural work in Malhour County, Orogon under
assurances from Governor and local authoritics that law and

order would be maintainede

Opening by Vlar Relocation duthority of rclocation center at
Tule Lake, California ncar the Orcgon boundarye

Control of Manzanar, whioh had boen opcrated as an asscmbly

conber by the Wartime Civil Control Ldministration, transe—
forred to the War Rclocation Authoritye
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June 2

June 7

June 10

Junc 17

Junc 20

Junc 26

Junc 29

July 9

July 9

July 18

July 25

lugust 7

lugust 8

ki

First step in evacuating people of Japanese aneestry from
Military Area Noe 2 in California (roughly the eastern half
of the state) taken by Lieut. Gen. DeWitt with issuance of
Proclamation Nos 6 forbidding the people of Japanese descent
to leave this arecae

Evacuation of 100,000 people of Japanese ancestry from
Military Area Nos 1 compleocted.

Plans announced to establish fiecld offices of the War Relocation
Authority at Denver and Little Roek in addition to the onc at
San Francisoco. 3

Dillon Se Myor appointed national dircetor of the War Relocation

Authority succocding Me Se Eiscnhowor,

Appointmont of Joscph He Smart as rcgional dircetor at Denver
announced e ,

Opening of trial at San Francisco on suit brought by the
Native Sons of tho Goldon Wost to bar JapancsceAmerieans from
votinge

lAnnouncoment that a total of 1,600 ovacuce workers had boon
relcascd from asscmbly and rclocation centers to help relicve”
an acuto labor shortage in sugar-bcet arcas in castorn Orcgon,
Utah, Idaho, and Montance

Evacuation of approximately 10,000 pcoplc of Japancsc ancestry
from Military Arca Noe 2 in California (oastorn portion of tho
state) started, with movoemont dircet to rolocation contors
instoad of to assombly conters as in the ovacuation of Military
Arca Noe le .

Lppointment of E, B. Thitakor as Regional Dircector of VRA at
Little Rock, Arkansase

Opening of Gila River rclocation centor noar Sacaton, Arizonae

National Defonsc Appropriation fet including (among many other
items) 70 million dollar appropriation for the War Roloeation
Luthority for the fiscal yoar cnding Junc 30, 1942 signod by
Prosidont Rooscvelt,

Evaouatioh of 110,000 pcople of Japancsc ancestry from thoir
homes in Military Arca Nos 1 and the California portion of
Military Aroca Nos 2 complotods

Lppointment of Elmor Me Rowalt as Deputy Dircctor of the War
Rolocation Luthoritye.
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fugust 10

August 12

Lugust 18

Lugust 19

Lugust 27

.-

Scptombey 10w=e

Scptomber 1lew

Scptembey 15ww

Septombor 15=e

Septombor 17w~

Septombor 20me

Septomber 2le~

‘wbw

Lrrival of first contingont of ovacduccs to opon the Minidoka
Rolocotion Center ncar Edon, Idaho,

Opening of Hoart Mountain rolocation eonter ncar Cody, Wyoming,

Wor Dopartmont proclamation dosignating as military arcas the
four rolocation eontors outside tho Wostorn Dofonso Command
issuod by Sceretary Stimsone

Announcement by Lte Gone Je Le DeWitt of a program under whiech
any porsons decmod dangorous to military seccurity would bo
excludod from vital arcas in the Vostorn Dofenso Commande

Opening of Granada Rolocation Center noar Lamar, Colorados

Individual ocxclusion program for 16 states in tho Eastorn
Defensc Command ammouncod by Lbe Gone Hugh A, Drum, prov1d1ng
for the oxelusion of "any person whosc prosence in tho Eastern
Military arca is deomed dangerous to the national defonses"
Tho War Rolocation Luthority was authorized to assist porsons
excluded from oither the Westorn, Eastcrn or Southern military
regions to romostablish thomsclves in noneprohibited aroase

Opening of the Contral Utah Relooation Contor ncar Delta,
Utah °

Ordcr issucd by Tlestorn Defenso Commond permitting evaeuco
workeyrs at the Poston and Gila River Relocation Centers to
onter cortain parts of Military Arca Noe 1 in Arizons o
assist in the harvest of the longw~staple cotton orope

Announecmont mado that tho Evacuec Property Division of VRA
at San Francisco had sct up braneh officos In Seattle and
Los fngeles and wos rosponsible for the administration of
evacuce proporty holdings valued at moro than two-hundred
million dollars,

Oponing of Rohwor Reclocation Conter noar MeGohee, Arkansase

Resolution adoptod by national eonvention of the Ameriean
Logion at Kansas Clty asking that control of Relooation Centers
bo "roturnod to Mill ary authoritics" and that ovacuces "be
denied the priviloge of leaving these camps under any pretext
for thoe duration of the ware"

Joint Resolution introdueced in the Unitod States Somate by

Senator Rufus Ce Holman of Orcegon proposing amendment to the
Constitution giving Congress thoc power to regulate conditions
wder which persons subject to dual citizenship may boecome
eitizens of the Unibtod Statoss
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Ootgber
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1

10

24

30
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o
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Officos of the War Reloeation Authority openod in Now York
City and Baltimore to assist persons excluded from Eastern
Military arcas in finding work and homes in non-r¢stricted
arcas e : e

Effective date of WRA regulations under which cvacuces may
obtain pormits to lcave relocation conters for temporary or
permanent residonce outside if tho following conditions are
met: (a) that tho applicant!s loyalty to the United States .
is unquestioncd; (b) that he has an offor of omploymont or
other mcans of support so as 2ot to beocome a publie charges;
(¢) that he will kcep the Luthority adviscd of any changoe
of rosidenec; (d) that there is reasonable assuranco that
his presenco will be acceptable in the commumity to whieh
he is goinge

Opening of tho tenth and last Rclogation Center at Jeromo,
Lrkansas, ncar Dormotts

Robert 6’Brién, formor Assistant Dcan at the University
of Wiashington appointed national dircctor of the Studont
Roclocation Council, suecccoding Dr. Robbins Barstow who
returncd to his dutiocs as presidont of the Hartford
Theological Sominarye

More than 8,008 cvacuces ongaged in harvest work in Western
states to rolicve acutc shortago of farm labors,

Assombly conters clcarcd with movomont of final contingent
of cvacuccs from Fresno to Jorome Reloeation Centor e

?
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