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Sunday, December 7, 1941 was a day which I cannet ferget. It was
a quiet, evercast day. It was ceel but vegetatiens were still green.
That merning a Nisel came ever and teld me that Japan had attacked
Pearl Harber. I ran inte the heuse and turned en the radie. Much te
mny chagrin, it was true., My first reactien was ene eof self pity. Things
had deterierated se far as the attitudes ef the majerity whites were
cencerned, but net ene of evert hestility. What will happen te me new?
How will we be treated the fellewing day in scheel? What weuld happen
if I had te ge te Tacema? There was ne unteward incidence at scheel
the next day, except that seme of the students seemed te be ceel tewards
us, but did net veice any cemment. Things were fairly stable fer the
entire menth at scheel. The newspapers were anether matter.

Our first day at the Assembly center was an adventure eof sert, We
were virtually the last Nikkeis te be incarcerated. There had etheré
whe had been interned several weeks befere, se eur entry did net
elicit mueh curiesity ameng the Puyallup residents. We had been re-
signed te the fact that we weuld be interned. One thing that I did
resent was the "rubbernecking" ef "teurists en weekends as they slewly
dreve areund the camps. One side nearm the nerth perimeter was dry
and dusty since the street was net paved. One seldier did step seme eof
the cars te ask them te drive slewly if they had te drive en that read
because of the dust which blew inte camp.

Our trie te Minideka was as previeusly neted. There had been a
10 day hiatus apparently becsuse all the bulldings had net been built.
I had therefere received a letter frem semeene whe had gene te Minideka
several weeks befere. He had teld us ef the train trip and the dust
at the center,

After the war was ever, things did net autematically get back te
nermal.I recall ene partieular ineident. I had just returned te Ft.
Lewis after a tuur ef duty in Japan. The car that my friend was driving
stepped., It was celd and at night. A state patrel car stepmped/ The

state patrel man leeked at us and premptly dreve eff. The papers had



mentiened that the state patrel weuld usually step and render aid te
meterists because many ef the cars were fairly eld by then. This man
did net help us, even theugh I was wearing the uniferm ef the United
States army.

After my discharge I werked fer abeut & year te earn eneugh meney
te zo te cellege. I had the GI Bill, but I still had the dream ef
being a physician, The enly way I ceuld de this was te save my GI
billx fer medical scheel, kecause I felt that I ceuld net werk and
go te medical scheel at the sqme time, I, therefere, gambled and
werked my way threugh sremedicine, Luckily I was accepted te the
University eof Washingten Scheel ef Medicine. My GI bill was a life-
saver as it paid my way threugh mest ef feur years. When I was
accepted, it was certainly a 1ift te my spirit. I had resigned
myself te secend class citizenship in the United Statesm because of all
that had happened te me up te that time. When I was accepted, I
theught te myself:"Say, perhaps I can be a first class citizen."

Net enly that there were a number ef Nikkels attending the U eof Wash.
Alse many were in medical, dental, graduate scheels; and ethers whe
received their Ph.D. Each accemplishment by a fellew Nikkei was

a 1ift te the rest---that perhaps we will be judged by eur ability
and net by race. I Bglieve this had te be se since Ivz:—sure that
the university would;give us éﬁgething because ef eur race.

The future ef the Japanese American appears quite égfyin that se
many ef the third generatien are marrying eutside ef the race, In a
few generatien I believe there will be enly a few "pure" Japansee
Americans. Up te this generatien many ef the Sanseis have been super
achlevers wath mere geing te cellege than the average, and the grade
peints being askewed te the upper end ef the bell shaped curve, I
semehew think that this trend weuld mederate. Perhaps the eld saying
that equality is the ability ef getting a "C" average might be true

te seme extent.,



Grewing up in America was net

exact;y carefree, but this was

net unique te us but shared by many ether nenwhite citizens. 1In
1941 hewever things deteriorated markedly. War 8lduds were cevering

the werld. We were like pawns in
August ef 1941 (abeut 4 menths wef
Gevernment freze all the assets eof

a gilant chess match. In July er
ere the war) the United Statesg,_d
aliens ef Japanese ancestry. IThese

pesple—were aliens net by cheice bdut due te a law which prehibited
cttizenshin te £11 Orientals net bern in the United Statesy I remember

my brether-in-law whe was an alien
cleared,the gevernment freze his a
the check. In Octeber or Nevenmber
last ship frem Japan decked in Sea
that war was inevitable and that e
needed te trigger 1it.

It was net until January that
evacuatien., I Believe -an ebscure
Leland Ferd first ®dreught up this

sent us a check, Befere the check
ssets and we were unable te cash

I recall headlines stating that the
ttle. When that ship left it seemed
nly a spark like Fert Sumpter was

I first heard anyene advecating
Cengressman frem Califernia named
pessibility. There may have been

ethers whe first advecated it I am set sure. Many jumped en the

sandwagen. Organizatiens such as
ef the Gelden West, American Legle
ceast. The Hearst chaln was espec
against us..They kept up a steady
prepeganda against—us, They weuld
te an article against us, ItH% n

the Califernia State grange, Sens
ns. Newspapers threugheutthe west
jally virulent en their attack
barragw eof anti Japanese American
put articles abeut the enemy next
o wender seme in the reading public

wegénite think ef us interchangeably. Many peliticiansalse jumped

en the bandwagen including that gr
tice Earl Warren, whe was' the atte

eat civil lisertarian, Chief Jus-
rney General ef Califernia. Hasles

!nggwaske¢+ﬁ_Ms,IWarrenf~%hewEBlT_Nazgg_;n&nlligcncsffﬁiittarymlntell-
Dept.have all testi

igence, and Henelulu Pellve-

ne act of sabetage by any Japanese

Pear]l Harber. Why de—yeu Tensider

an Orwellian Catch 22, —That preve

signal te riseup @il =t ene time.
In talking ameng eurselves we

Pility that eur parents might be 1

we been taught since grade scheel

fied -that there wWas
American befere, during, er after
them such risk? His answer was
8 it. They are walting for a

theught that there was a pessi-
necarcerated dut net us. Haven't
what a magnificent decument the

Censtitutien was? We were citizens ef the United States and were

guaranteed the safeguards ef the
On Feb., 19, 1942 Pres. Franklin Re

Bill ef Rights. Hew wreng we were,
esevelt signed Executive Order

9066 which autherized the Sec. of War and the military cemmanders

te exclude any and all persens Wwhe
against the United States,
On March 23 the Japanese Amer

might sabetage or cemmit esplenage

jcans frem Bainbridge Island were

given 6 days te dispese ef thelr werldly geeds and then be transperted
te a cencentratien camp, Army trucks with GIS with fixed bayenets

reunded them up and escerted them
teek over the Western Washingten F
living accemedatiens fer 8000 peep
a curfew en us frem 8PM te ¢Am., I
10 miles frem heme.,n We were erde
tentien 4n May 1942, My wrether's
Puyallup where a mini Mardi gras p
up and waiting te be let in., J

> special greduatien exercise at Fif

be present fer the regular cemmenc
The camp We were directed te

te trains in Seattle., The army

air greunds in Puyallup and made
le. In the meantime they slapped

n additien we ceuld net travel ever
red te submit eurselves feor de-
friend dreve us in his truck te

arade of cars and trucks were lined
¥ - we were given a

e High Scheel because we weuld net
ement exercise,

was a gravelled parking let wheh

was abeut twe ®lecks .square., It was ringed by anhigh barbed wire
fence with guard tewers manned by GIS with machine guns, There were

huge searchlights a la Stalag 19.

Seldiers with shetguns were patrelling



the perimeter of the camp. We were assigned a reem near the nertheast
cerner in a barrack made of 1 By 12 green lumber and having abeut 8
rc.ns‘eachiwhich»wzsﬁftr:tmfaltiy. The partitiens enly went up te the
base of the reef leaving a triangular epen space running the entire
length ef the Barrack. I believe the reems were abeut 16 x 20 feet.
All 8 ef eur family ranging frem my 68 year eld father te my niece of
2 were heused in a single reem., We were given camp cets and ticking
Which we filled with straws fer mattresses., We tried te make eur Treen
as cemfertable as pessible., We strung partitiens ef sheets and blankets
fer at least seme privacy. Bathreems, shewers and mess halls were
lecated at the ether end ef the camp and we had te walk several Bblecks
anytime we needed te use these facilities.
' I get a jeb as laberer digging ditches, hauling gambage and gravel .
Others werked as barbers, ceeks, dishwashers. Fer medical and dental
care we were given passes te geo te ene of the ether camps where decters

Were available. I am net sure hew much the decters and dentists were
<£3ég>;¥§£ii'Were given $8 per menth fer 40 hr, week,

— hers started classes in handierafts, music appreciatien, eti-
quette etc. My sister and her greup cellected beeks and started a small
lending library. Periedically we weuld have cemmunity singing, talent
shews, dances, and mevies. On Sundays we weuld have church services
cenducted by Caucasian ministers frem the eutside.

Fer feed there was frequently a legistic preblem and we did have
eur share ef vienna sausages and boiled cabbages., The ceeks were Japanese
Se at least they ceuld cencect feed te eur liking

There were seme erganized sperts such as jude. Other games such.as
Pingpeng, sefthall, velleyball were played.,

The guards were all Caucasians, ef ceurse., Seme were pretty zeed
and ha sympathy er empathy tewards us. Others liked te threw their
weights areund. Others bragged abeut hew big a hele his shetgun ceuld
make in a persen, eor bragged what swill we were eating cempared te the
things they were eating.

In September we were taken te a train and shipped eout te a cencen-
tratien camp in seuthwest Idahe. This train ride was ene of the lew
peints in my life, We were leaving the enly place we had ever knewn.ad
te an area nebedy wanted in a barren sage brush ceuntry. Near Van-
ceuver Wash.the train went threugh a switching maneuver. Every step
and start was dene in a Jarring manner and threw us areund like rag
dells. I theught te myself: De they hate us that much that they weuld
de things like this? I bet they weuldn't de this te cattle., Periedically
d guard weuld ceme and tell us te pull dewn the blinds because we were
cCeming te a defence plant., This Wwas particularly galling te me because
I had always censidered myself an American ;

Thr next day we finally reached eur destinatien. We were taken
by bus frem bh@’siding te the cencentratien camp which was in the middle
of sagebrush and rattlesnake ceuntry near Jereme, Idahe, There were 44
®lecks, and ancillary Buildings such as wareheuses, hespital, and ad-
ministratien buildings. Each bleck censisted of 12 tarpapered barracks
each centaining 6 te=$§ Teoms, messhall, restreems, shewer reems amd
laundry ree, and rec reemy.((

When the wind blew cleuds of dust permeated threugh everything
including yeur reem, clethes, and feed. When it rained the area was
very muddy and large mud puddles were everywhere. Seme of us get te-
gether and cellected discarded lumber te make beard sldewalks se that
we ceuld get te the Bathreem witheut getting muddied. Winter was very
severe there with celd such as we had never experienced befere, Tar-
papered reem with a petbellied steve was all we had. The gevernment
gave us seme WW 1 vintage clethes se that did help seme.

There were activities here similar te what I mentiened before. We
Just had mere space, I Wwerked as a general laberer at first sut I



.

get a jeb at the camp hespital because I still had a dream of beceming
a physiclan. T remenber werking 10 te 12 heurs day because I liked te
take care eof these sick patients. I alse teek seasenal leave te try te
earn enough nmeney to zeo te cellege. A small Methedist cellege in Win-
field, Kansas accepted me., I was there enly a shert while when I
received my draft netice. I did ge and teek my basic training at Fr.
Sill, Okla in instrument and survey of the field artillery. There
Wwere, however, seme unpleasant incidences back at the cencentratien
camp., Seme refused te serve, Seme had aged parents and they reasened
that if they were killed er maimed, whe weuld take care of their parents.,
A few nad lest faith in America and refused until such time that all
their civil rights were returned, We ceuld be in uniferm and still net

-gllewed te travel te Seattle. I recall ene man in serrew. A federal

marshal driving passed armed guards at the gate inte the cencentratien
camp., He arrested this man, put him in handcuffs and put him in jail.
He wanted te serve but what weuld happen te his parents?

Yes, much unpleasantness happened te ne, but in clesing I wish te
state that I am net embittered and I held ne grudge against anyene., I
hepe that the injustices dene us will net be foergetten and that high

scheels and celleges will fully teach all students the tragedies eof fv;p3~“'

racial prejudice. It has happened befere, and it can happen again.
The seeds of injustice can bear bitter fruit.




K S e o . A DAL . e A A

e

AP L il A

.
7
7,

st - N e e el

TR e
A

AP ARSI B
€L L RV AT .
T PN 2
S\ N n T ¥
1N s EUQLF 1
7. 5
J § |
/4 Mo~

8]

3
[ MAv29'5

RS e




	ddr-densho-275-36-1_mezzf
	ddr-densho-275-36-2_mezz
	ddr-densho-275-36-3_mezz
	ddr-densho-275-36-4_mezz
	ddr-densho-275-36-5_mezz
	ddr-densho-275-36-6_mezz
	ddr-densho-275-36-7_mezz



