..

ThHi JLlsldl) JOURIAL

M A o fo o

! : 3 e / ¢ A L, (J .ﬁ.(‘”/;,(

o e ik

':,. \.‘% . - ‘- ; ; ‘,, :

\’ \i '~ wiTH THE Aea e IN J.Fhi;:
ha i "ﬁfk Sept.l18. .had a film on geopo
nlfg 1nflsgﬁ:f_izl ad by the G'rmnnlﬁ Nagentially &ccnrato, but’ a little propas
1 }ee‘*;s 17 therg nnan 'y gandized. I enjoy A film like that better than moat
much $0 do pow that all wne ?:{;: iz:oo They‘re producing some good documentary
e e ciassified, ine e ried

;zzoat::n &#:Ezuaana ernS" ERI ‘ISepte 19. And wonder ot pondersi The canera came today
new ones. 4’'ye been ha I%ve got it all leaded, What do you wantt Scenic effests:
clagsess in Albr§:§%@95 3&9“ P90 bad I:bayep®t & tAbas on my. chest...
for my regulax asslst tp. : aepta Zoa,oweut down %0 the African surio market and

. us thirs e pigksd up some trinkota %2 use f& Xmuas gifta. You®ll
pkzanhg:rhigg ?1§§p; Eﬁgla%;:*ﬁ otice I found sowe bohhy pina, too--all colors.

talks ip the tnirtx—tnrap high Sept. 22.The Tarzan opus must be in full awing by this
achpo core glasses, byt ;gggtg time, but I decided t9 skip it. Africa a ln Hellywood

all bualmaarm»usua‘- ‘amutfe {back lots would probadly be too alluring for me...
Uyz eiroulation atatlﬁtiqa - lsept.23. I found fairly recent copies of Time and

tatal¢9d 14,753 laay m.&h, ewswoek lapt night. Xelland’s plan for a postwar poliey
tho' the project populalxon s a 1ot more nractical than Wallance®s broad dreams of

is just 8,100 o are brotherhoal, We woat haye Utopia lor some centuries yet,
qtill out on ggﬁgéﬁu; ”ﬁi 8 nd maybe not at all. Bub the Q!Optnooa and light boys
i'm mighty prond of tnmé. «nQ i1l figure that it isn't econnmy %0 keep an adequate army,
the new Japanaue-anprzuuaa o we'll do it nll over sooner or later... If my scrawl
coming here Trom Fule wad pther eems even W& ge than usual, it7s hecause I’m trying to
projecte have lamdatory things rite on my knpes, mnud I'm no good at it, One of the
to say about our Llbraries. @ jerrors of war as far as you'rs concerned is mv handwriting.
it's fun 10 wors. whe 3he raqp; can’t read it gifhnr...
are so showy, ﬂqd pore bham oo Sept. 24, I have ringworm on top my feet now, too, but I'm
thas, 4 roel.xqr HOLK: A hggort— nping it aad it%g stopred yorondxngo Jeems all sorts of
ant, that 18m hulLdiu% »uy:rr pkin eruptiona fre comuon herse we'd orobably be bctter off
8 _very near tomorrOFQ .. BT we went batofoat...

jept. 26....had to go dowh to the bouch te get something te
sat a8 noon, apd it was quito a mess. They had invited
ome loeal chief, and he was there in all his glory with
2Ll hip tribe and we were sutnumbered six to one. He ware

Hovs s

L his purolo rqbgg and & lpopard skin cep, and sat in aplendar
g 1 : ander # nuge wsbrelln. The symbol of leadersnip here is
PR chair, They don®t impOAOh & chief here; they doatcol ‘them.

Septo 30, The latest issus of the journal came teday. It's
,elnw standard, dan’t it show signs of having been too
long in Afriga. Buk whenever I feel like thai, I try to
smomber that qabod; is shooting at meo s o Teok a losal

op Loday ta el ?ck on aome instrumantan It was raining and
auph &3 tha uayil. RO He hpg to ge up to 13,000 to find
mooth air for pur work. It wARg about R contkgrads up

,here and me in jy slyl.rt slgavea.., .

Peto 1, Since it wag a gpnfpet day for fl;;ng today, I
ta;ed on thﬂ groﬂm.oo

to %o Eyerw9 is getiing pouth harps and ocarinaa around
re8'e now. I'm 9 aning ?q 5pt a trombono in nolf defopnpo :
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Qct. 3o Somehogd will pot elscted something someday by seying, "Your son will

never fight in foreign solar systems.” We’ll migtrust Saturn’s motives, and

fem a lease B nd with Jupiter, and move »ut planetoid by planetonid. I eoule go on

a2 la Rey Cummings, but skip ites As the kiids say, thereis nothing new in all those

new inventions to get exdited about-~they‘’ve heen in the comic hooks [@ years...

Oct., 8. I wonder how many times I°ve reported that the rainy season had ended, only

to deny it in the next letter? The heck with it. Let it end when it gets good and
ready... W%e°’ll be mwaiting the resuk s of the World®s Series for the next few days

now, I think they have made plans to get them for us as nquickly a&as pessible. If we

had a radio good enoungh, we could get it direct by short wave. BBC is our mainstay
here for war news, but we arent © ncerned with ericket matches.

Oct. 6. We had a show last night, a regular Hollywnod sroduction, and a piece of film
for threading purposes wns labeled "This film is restricted"--alwars a part of G.I.
training films. Today we learnsed that all the films were jettisoned over n jungle

when a plane develnoed angine trouble and had to lighten the load. A native found the
boxes, t0ok them to civilization; the film wmrs patched up and »nut inte service. Next
time you see Priscilla Lane, measntion it to her... (I told Jim I was going to see ¥r.
Linville, the nroject lawyer, about a cheap diverce, if he didn’t let up on those

ewful puns he pulls. Reply was:) And it°s no use seeing Mr. Linville, either. You
can’t divorce me withou mv ronsant, and I won't consent, so there and nuts to vou,
madane. You're stuck for the duration, at least, and by that time vou’ll be used to me.
Anyway, my only brother is already married and you'd heve to bremk in a new mather-in-
law....

Oct. 7. Speaking of habies ami such, that’s marvelous news about Erma. I can sigh

wk h relief now that everything is going so well. I've been ment+lly pacing the floor,
as 1t were...The show last night was very, very gnod. The femmle master of ceremonies
wog sevea feet tall, six inches wide, And all joints. GShe did imitations of ZAZu Pitie,
@atmen Mirends and Charlotte Greenwood and I howled myself silly.Tie re was a ventriloqui
the dummy gave nut with a parody on Strawdberry Blonde--evmethlng rbout “"CAssy would sheg
with his red~headed hag“. There was a girl who sang, A man who nlaved the squeeze
box-~but good--and ths sex apresl gal (a lov whistle, plsase) I think it wes Eve--not
that she looked old hut her costume was scenty,the skirt cut low, I mean low --but I
digrees {Zd. note. Keep off digress.).

Oct. 10. Freddie March and company blew in mgain this afternoon... It's so seldom I
heer nmusic over here. The odd ways of a short wave radio haffle me, and I think I
usually smerge with the Turkish wenther report... 50 help ns, wa've got the game from
Cuba in 3panish! If only you wers here to tell me what it all means. That would jut
your love to the acid test, trasslating a hall game far me. (It wouldn't. But it would
out my Spanish to an acid test, all right.) Never mind. e have it in English now.

Te first inniag is just over with ne scar o oneither side. You nesdn’t expect any sense
to the rest of this letter... (There wasn't)

Oct. 11. From all ajsjearances, hLhe ssries is almost over, and vou can soon expeci me

to be back to normel again. Don°t haave & sigh of relief romparable t0 what wou
actually feel, or you’ll stir up aasther dust sterm aroumd there...

Oct. 12. Wiz h I could celebrate GColumhus day by discovering America all over again.

More rumors today. If I went every place I°ve heard we were going, I°d make the Wanderig
Jew look like a piker. You heard of itne boy whn never waet any farther than dm n to

the barn to gather the eggs, didn’t you? :

Oct. 13, Today makes 18 months in the Army... The fery first day or so, when you've
been sworn in but nagen‘t yet got your uniform, vou live in abject feur that vou’ll brek
some minor ruls and incur the full wrath of the war dejartment. Your dreams consist

of yourself appearing before a court martial on which sit in judgment all the four star
generals from Washington on complete with horns, foghorn voices, mnd private firing
squads. You fight to be in the middle € every famation, fearing that you'll he

too conspicuous in the front rank and he suspected of unpatriotie B anings and
ineipient mutiny if you're last. Then you get wour uniform and your first pass! Napola
eon himself was never chestier thaan a mew dogface on his first pass, '
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vour shoulders are hack so far you’re in danger of falling on your fanny, and your

chin is out in what you hope will pass for a stern, determined expression which you

hope will assure all and sundry civilians that the defense of the country is in capable
hands. Actually, they think you have a fishbone caught in your throat if they notice
you at all, which they don’t. The fact that these are six hundred other fresh soldiers
in each block accounts for that. You'd like to yell "Hi ya, Buddy" at each one, but you
don't. You're afraid they’ll think youre & rookie. 30 you give them the dead pan,
hoping they won’t notice the wrinkles where your uniform has heen folded. But all good
things must come to an end. Your pags is good till midnight, s0 you catch the nine afak
o°clock bus hack. It°s all of three miles to camp, and you’re afraid of heing late.

And the first time you're summoned to the orderly room! Now, there’s a sensation!
You're sure the C.0. is going to boil you in oil, though you don’t know why. You nake
your will, write vour farewell letters, divide wour persnnal helongings among your £xkea
frienis in the dutfit, and go to get your medicine hoping you®ll he A brave soldier and
say “to hell with the handkerchief" when you face the firing squad, But it turns out
you @on't see the C.0, Instead, you see a buck private who tells you your records are
indistinct, and was that a size Tz or 7T; cap you were issued, You don°t know but you
run 81l the way back to the barraecks to find out... Had a letter from the folks todey.
The blue dress is not to bs, It’s & hlack one instead. It will go well with those hime
black uamestionables, no doudlo... (Jim's folks sent me & dress that fit for my birthd vl
oct. 14. Feo don"t gat atabrine anymore. As I understand it, wheun one's syatén fq ufi i
of atabrine, a smear will show negative under ihe miersscope when malaria is actually
present.

Oct. 15, The baboon is still a four star attractiom in camp, witn everybvody standing
around to watch. If you toss a reek at him, he®ll throw itgback and with good aim, too.
O¢t. 18, Gastronomically speaking, you're amazing. Peanuts and pickles and coke and
icecream all in one breath, and you live to write adout it. I believe you could eat
army fond. Have you ever tried pwiddered eggs, After all a hen goes through, it°s & sin
and & sheme what happena to her day’s work.o. -
oct. 19. Mary V. says she likes Texas. Tirst non-Texan I ever heard say that, and I
could hardly helieve it.,, It seems the soldier had met a new girl. They got along
nieely at first, finally had a rav, and she threatened to see his C.0N. if he didn't
return her picture., He sent it to her along with a dozen others, and told her he'd
forgotten which one was hers; ahe could pick it out and return the rest...

Oct. 21. I got those films mailed yesterday. The background of one shot is a big,
weed~grown ant hidl--mn old one with no ants or I wouldn't have been so0 close to it.

I hope you won't have any trouble identifying me in the others. I'm the big one in
each 0886... (Yup. You guessed it--monkeys.)

oct. 22. TWe had some new magasines arrive today.Life and Time and Newaweek and & souple
of Gollier's, one with an article by Quentin Reynolds. Funny what censorship daes to

a man's stuff. T used to think he was extra good, and now he seems to he writing
around things... ~

Oct. 25. I hesr theré's a prison camp fo captured soldiers here now, though I

hewven't seen it. I understand they have the freedom of the town during the day if they
benave. There's no reason why they souldn't, for there’s no indusiry they could harm...
Some of the boys are getting furloughs and plaihing to spend them on various cities
around Africa. As for me, I've long been disillusioned about the darkest  ntinent...
Oct. 27. I saw Rimkus, the mad Russian, & while ago, very swanky in snorts. I'd wear
mine t00, but we're supposed to wear long stockings wi h them, and can’t wear them in
faowation, so it's hardly werth the bother. As far as I know, ocurs is the only army
that doesn’'t have & tropic uniforme..

oct. 28. Som Wacs came through today, and you could hear the hoys panting all over the

L8 At e Walia Do Pam a kel aab®lanaaT & ans A vas? T aTmaat faroih
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0et.30. And Mom said Dad wrote her that he’d seen Penny, and induced her to call
him Pop. She told him he looked like Floyd‘’s older brother. How do you like that?
And she has & husband of her own in the mavy...
Oct. 31. Hot again today. I think that will he & permanent news item on my bulletin
from now 0n. ..
Yov.4. Dont see why I can’t dream of you--like Bob Hoze. He said he spent the day
at the studin kissing Hedy Lamar then went home and dreamed abaut Indians..:
Nov.7. Today is another scorcher, and I don’t mean mayhe, wish I were working so I
wouldn’t sit around thinking how hot it is. Haven't a thermometer, and I°d be afraid to
look et it if I did. 3But I have heen husy--Im past the Z00 page mark on my elesirical
books and it took 36 pages of notes to get there, which isn’t se had, considering that
I print all my notes so I°11 be able to read them later on... War news is picking
up in tempo every day.affne all-over view of this war in retrospect will he ir«mendous en
and I shudder to think of the books that will he written about it. Me, I"1l stick
t0 Grimm®s Fairy Tales or read Superman...
Nov.8. I had & letter from the folka and three from my wife with Mrs. Hutchenreuther’s
letter enclosed. I still haven®t deciphered all of it, and mey have to call in a trans-
lator. She does have a poorer hand than I do, at that, and I had always doubted if that
could be possible. I found the part where ® me teacher sdid we were half wits or had
wits, I couldn’t tell whieh, s0 Y don't know whether to send her @ shilling or a
time bomb... How come the saddle soap. Are you having any truck with zewhexz?
them dude wranglers? You know the Shakespearian manaer of comment on cowboys, don't yod

“what manner of men are these

Toat wear Lueir legs in jarentheses?” ;

Nov., 11. I almost ran over Joel McCrea a few minutes ago. Guess he just got here, He
ceme down tn get some duds from our 3up>rly room. He had on a pair of fatigue pants,
a khaki shirt, mechanics cap und mosquito hoots... And while you’re running down my
jokes, let me tell you that "long distance from Galifornia" gag was pulled on socrales
and he didn't even grin, claiming the Ptolemeys had a court jester heheaded Tor it...
Wov. 12. I howled over the letter from Ddna‘s brother. Said he finally found an English
girl to go with who didn’t speak so0 much American slang he couldn’t understand her...
I hear a big bunch of wys are going back for cadet. G§eens they just can't get
enough pilots, navigators, bombardiers and such. The age limit has been raised to 32
now so if I only had eyes, I probably could meke it too.
Nov. 13. That Japanese entertainment must have heen something--a recitation in Greek
with & Jepanese accent would send me screaming into the night. How come you didn't
stay for the sword swallowing?! It should be imstructive since you eat with vour knife.
pid you hear about the fire-eater who had gas on his stomach? He got a bang out of it..
Nov. 14. I found out the full name of our houseboy today. It°s James Egolikumo.
Kiek it around with a little Latin and phonetics and it cauld %e the title of a populsr
gong... I like Colbert. She wears bangs. Which reminds we. I gotta get a hair cut
Hight eway. I thought I°d lost an ear, but it turned out it was just hidden in my hair.
Nov. 15, Joe E. Brown nopped in during the afternoon fresh from the states...
Nov. 17. In the Dct. 26th copy of Life in the "pictures from readers" section, you'll
see & dragon fly with a necklace of instrument jewels which will give you an idea of tHg
pheir size... What are you writing to my folksY Mom says you're an angel. TI7"11
have t0 show her those bumps on your head that tiposd me »ff to the truth about you.
That would I do with an angel? I would not! St. Peter wouldn't Allow it...
Nov.19. I have lots of fun keeping your friemds in & unit. I sent Fran Zd’s address,
keep Ed in news about what Ada is doing, and keep ‘em 8ll informed ebhout you. Aim’t
I & handy little gadget, though?
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Nov.20. Now there's a guy with a trumpetjust two huts awey. He can‘t play it, but oh
how he tries. Somebody will have %o throw him & fish...

Nov. 21. I‘m in my shorts, and since it°s getting late, I°11 have tn change to
mosquitn costums. It7s worked preity well for mwe. I°'ve had no malaria so I'11

keoy up with all standard precautionsc..

Noveswo I went to the mmin PX in search of trinkets for you and 1 had pretty good
lucik. First there®ll be a littls hox about three inches square, o ntasining that snake
akin ecigaret crse. I weilld satronly advise that you melt s<me wax, .erfume it, then
wax the ease. It smells a bit. And I though you’d like a conganion nieee to it

82 I got & small cigaret lighter of aluminum. Y% vas made hy an Italian prisoner of
war. They‘'ll he quite common. I've seen nundreds of them. Next, there's a tiny

ivory rabnii, African wade, crude but cute. But wait--that isn’'t all. In an envelope
you'll get tws items, »ne of them consists of a peir ofdeliecately carved pendants

of ivory on small silver cheins. As for the other itein, it was hand made in Palestine,
and thet's all I'm going to tell you about it... {The ivory nendants snd the mother-of-
pearl pendant oan & silver chain have already coue--in fact, they heat nis letter here
or I would have tried to wait uatil our anniversary to npen them.)

Nov.23. I rather like being & clearing house in Africa [pr news items from

Idaho to Dhio.. .

Nov.25. 1If you'd care to know ha much I ate, I°1ll just say that if my head

fzced the other way, I°d Ye num)-basked eannugh te be a camel...

Nov.27. Trins to the north on furlough mre out for a wile now bhecause 2f transporta-
tion difficulties, so it looks like the WNile will hawe Lo get along without me for a
gsnell. But what the heck?! To mayone who grew up fishing on the Missiasinii, the Nile
-is no bargein at any time. ‘And I hear the f{lies there.ire terri'le.. Thnl's gne .

' éf%and%'tﬁiﬁﬁ*ﬁtfﬁk-vo’ﬁﬁﬁ% ‘very few flies, evea around the garbape cana sutside

the mess hall, rnd we had them in plenty at my last 08t t20...

Nov 23. One thing about this climate. You wouldn't need your fur coat. Vou could

get slong very wedl with & sarong by day and a mosquito nvwt by night...

Nov. 30. Who's tnis guy Dinstein anyway? 7Didn‘'t he say :n the fourth dinension, it’s
so8sible to get somewnere and cme back fast smough to ses vourself startirs out?

tnd to turn a tennis ball wrong side out without breaking i:heé cover? I‘ve been
meaning to tell wou-~did you know 3-dimensional chess has hucen invented? Ilnen the other
cets too easy kick that arcund for a whils. You use twelve boards, one abcrve the
other, and change boards at will. I don't think I‘d like it., and furthermove; I think 3
shoudd have kept out of the sun taday, don’t youl

Nec. 4. Surely I remember Tommy. What ever hajpened to hin! Did he become a war
orphan or is he making the nights interesting for the lady cuts in Florida now? ¥ish
you'd known that big Maltess I used to-have when I was a yowr\zster. He finally weighed
sixteen pounds, and he used tc run the pooches howlegged. He had & very nasty habit
of féiting with his left and wnen the ducked it, he smacked °vm with his righv pay.
Some of them even crossed ihe street to keep away from our yar'd...

nec.% Just now I'm wondering just what's going on at the mee’ing in Persia. It seems
now that revenge is upoermost in everyone’s mind, and if it is, we can get realy for
another war just @s soon as this one ends ard the struggle of 'ihe haves and thv have
nots will go on. Tt will always go on, &s Long a8 there are he.ves and have nous, and
unless neace terms are finally made wX h that in mind, we may aa well be prepared

for it, and if that’s the way it is, I think I°11 becowe a techuoerat. Maybe tnat
won’t work but ndt hing else 7as wo ked eitner, and that's one & the few things that
hasn't been tried. We’'re woving in that directiom as it is. ZEcononie aictatorship and
20litical freedom won’t ever he found together. One thing, thouzh, walever comes, no
one can say our wa 1d has hesen dull... Y
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