Meeting a Challenge
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An English friend,often quoted her—ecountrymen'ls—war-time clogam: ﬁég%:;,
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EhEat it up, Wear it out, Make it do, Do without.") During those 4WK$ =
agonizing war years making 'it do' and doing 'without' epitomized AY“EA:i‘
life on the Minidoka Center of the War Relocation Z£¥/ Authority—lﬂ%ﬁ&%b

one of ten Japanese Relocation Centers—-in southern Idsho. ;:%z? /
q/x—q_, Z %,%54)’
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L%—was;%dthiswdesolate desert center Hth=t I came September 30,'*942{;€%
I was to teach, alth ug? as yet a schzg} Ead not been built. But why
were tepchex's necessary, and hﬁy were 10,000 persons of Japanese an=-

A
cestry}§§¥MZere in the middle of nowhere? 5t KAl DOk,
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Pressure groups, withou Aev1deﬁ€e“a d without a hearing,  succeeded in‘QH;

obtaining ExecutivePrder 9066--an order signed by President Roose-
vélt February 1942 dézéﬁi%g tﬁ:vfsmov -;} all persons Ja e
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ancestry (including 70,000 American-borg) from the west coasﬁ, Te
army' 1 43 é £ a8 "‘/MMr\»&VﬂmoA—o@u

The persons-interneéAét Minidoka c®me from ?rtland, from Seattle;}zﬂvv
Y

parts of Alaska. Theywer directly to Idaho7 Tisey
w . assembly areas-—-miserable plaeces—-for varyin riods
A

of time.

A Nisei friend, o L Toi in ana,

recently wrot me describin he eviction vacuation—-
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the expulsion from home and familiar surroundings. . Fedlewing the é;;?ﬁé
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i 1l Japanese families were notified and told wgen
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and where to report:,and to teke only what they could carry.  y
words: "We were herded into the North Portland Stockyard Building

and arena from April add May to early September. On Labor Day week-

end 1942 we were put on a train bound for Minnidoka."

After a 1ong}demoralizing, éng often terrifying train-ride t VaC—
uees arrived at Minnidoka: dusty, univiting, dismal. TheAsage brush
had been striggaghfrom the volcanic ash; a canal to bring water from
the/tountains W completed, and so o we th stily construected
‘B .83\ i3 ’ .M[. o W.{ y ’
barracks~4ﬂous1ng for 10,000 personﬁLpne room per family. Barbed



How vividly I remember my first day at Minnidoka--later called Hunt.
I can still visuali,e the desert, the MP's at the gate, the mow on
row of dreary looking barracks, the dust in the oir, FUE/@ALL/IA/ e
Ai¥, “the dust under foot--deep, deep dust through whiech we were to

trudge for weeks. I visualize, too, the officer administrating my

oath of allegiance, taking my photégraph and thumb print for %z%-ID

card--my passport in and out of camp.
fﬁyida}so rememggs the tarpapered dormitory-barraqg§, my 9'x12'Astudi
exposed room=—home for the next two years~—and the @eweasian mess halljﬁL—
next door. (We actually were called "the Caucasians" until a direetive

r

came from Washington. There had been a2 slip-up. In omzof the ten
Centers housing the 100,000 Japznese there was at least one black nurse.
Hence forth, said Washington, we were ¥ "Hot Caucasians" but the "ap-
pointed personnel.)
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By the time I reached camp thekwork%hop for certified teachers and
assista@é was in progress. Not all teachers had arriv deggy indeed
had all been appointed,ﬁés had the evacuee—assistantsyypersons wi th
college degrees in disciplines other than education. There were
lectures, small group discussioms, large group discussions and still
more discussions, but of most importance to me was the rubbing of
elbows with those of a different culture fpom my own.

The work shop continued for weeks. More teachers arrived, but the
school was still only in the, pl i stage. It was mid-November.
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The rains came. The dust now—wze mud--deep, deep mud. Building plans

were abandoned. The woqﬁﬁggg\fifffnated.
T reon

5(:gchool opened’ the sig&h; Wg could wait no longer.) After al;)we did

+h
.\Q havq\égéentials; Wehad teachers. We had students. A resident block

\

= wag vacated and the faculty and students moved in determined to make
'do' with what we had or 'do without'. Indeed it was a challenge.
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Because in science-teaching water was needed I was assigned the
laundry room—-unmodified. Furnishingsinclude& stationary tubs in one
half of the room andi@hored ironing boards in the other half. There
were two pot-bellied stoves and two dropéord lights—-—-one each at
either end of the building 2nd two big w ooden boxes for coal.d wide
bench attached toﬁhe wall extended the full length of the 100-foot
ToOome, The bench was too wide for comfort, but there the students
sat. Classroom chairs came much later.

During the first week workmen came while classes were in session,
drilled holes in the concrete floor, and erected a pertition. They
installed 2 blackbosrd on each side of the dividing wall, and we now
had the beginning of two classrooms. |

That first fa2l1ll 380 students were registered in Science. I had 250
of these young people in B;ology, Chemistry, Physics, and General
Science (six classes daily), and the assistants had the remainder.

In their own fields the assistants were well qualified. One was an
organic chemist with a master's degree, another an engineer, and the
thigg ﬁ; Eﬁiggcist. (Their salaries? Nineteen dollars per monthe )
ThexA adwglisses of their own and helped me with +he chore work. My
assTstants also took the initiative and designed and constructed simple
labt equipment from tin cans, scrap wood, and wire. Later in the year
tops were built for the laundry tubs, and Uncle Sam supplied a few
pieces of "Boughten" equipment and some chemicals. We felt that we
now really had a laboratorye.

For ten weeks we had noy textbooks. E&ggout materials and without
books there—was—Itittie—thret I could dogbut talk and talk some more.
Tor a long time I seemed to get nowhere. I talked; I interspersed
explanations with questions. The students did not répond. They
looked at me with[éEPBessions that I could not intérpret. I answered
my own questions and then the youﬂ%ters bu zwed among theselves. OF
course, their behavior was understandeble; I represented the race
that had put them where they were. It tookh, time, but eventually
they cast aside their reserve and beceme like any other group of
students I had had. They were friendly, had 2 sense of humor, and

Ueoaily +i
for the most part were conscientiouéj‘ggd_uQQO;_ rgflected the



traditional Japanese attitude'of respect for older—persons.

Many of our students enrolled inh work program. The program not

only afforded training but gave the studénts opportunity to contribute
to the welfare Og“f%% ize?unity, particuzarly when adults were relocated
in the midwest andAeast. During the spring season, especially, the
program had an advantage for me, too. Often while the students were

on the job, they found specimens to enliven my B‘ology/ classe.

(I am not sending you the stories of my classroom experiences withs
the rattlesnake in =2 milk bottle, the preserved human fetus, rattle-
snake d&iddection, rockchucks running wild in my classroom. These you
have edited, and I am not changing them. Doesn't mean so much work
for you npt so much typing for me.)

h hool f the usua ®nly the buildi
The school sponsored many o x/f\ufEil aCEEiZiEiSSA nly E%g 3 1?g
unds were unusual. ¥ ro—+- activities were Sicbanded /7,
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a2t facully and studentskclearé&/and burneé& sage brush.
scorpions_in and round the brush and I watched as
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flames approached theiTr moving bodies. Er%her(ﬁhey &id nothgense .
fire as a hazzardvﬁrggtories of their reactions to danger are exag—- .

eratedl They did not sting themselves to death; they sizzled and—~£ried.

On Beaufification Day--a day that made a difference--students planted
grass, made gravel paths, and painted. As each class convened the
students picked up paint brushs and went to work. The interior of
the science rooms became a soft, restful green.

In lMay eleven students who volunteered for service in the Armed Forces
presented their new alma mater with an American flag. (Later many
/ graduates from the classes of 1943 and 1944 joined various branches
of the Service. Several of my boys were in the Army Language School
(gn Minnesota; one, I know, was a parachutist, one received the purple
heart while in the famed 442nd American Japanese Combat team—--the
team honored with the Presidential Distinduished Units Citation in
1945. The boys had fought for democracy at home and abroad. They had
proved their loyalty, te—the Ameriecn—eeause. )
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Another day in the late spring of our first year word go—reund that
the inspectors from the State Department of Education gere in the
barracks-library. Next they visited one of my classeq?zégked to
see lab reports $unfortunately uncorrected) aaé:zken W nt. on to check
our meager supplies and equipmeat--still mostly the 1nge%?us, functional
tin canf supports, wooden holders and wire clamps made by the assistants.
During the passing period a small group of students commented on their
own participation and responses. They were pleased; they thought
they had done unusually well, and so did I. m?,&rendipity--maybe.
At the end of the day were were all jubilant. he State of Idaho had
granted Hunt High School it‘g accreditatione.

e
On July 23 $h8 school year terminated with commencement ceremonies
held ouf’EE:ﬁoors in a dust bowl amphltheater.,Qﬁggzggéglaur required
180 days o2 _
going=-no Q@catl

0100§f§chool in late July had meant steady
s except Christmas Day and the Fomrth of July-- but

in spite of handicaps, ¥

we had made it. Oﬁr students were graduated from an accepted, bona
fid€ high school.AWe had met our challenge.
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