17th BIENNIAL NATIONAL CONVENTION

January 17, 1962

To: JACL CONVENTION PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Joe Hamanakaﬁ/
Ute Hirano
Elmer Ogawa
George Tanagi

cc: Jim Matsuoka

Subject: Friday, January 19th Luncheon Meeting.

This Friday's Luncheon at the Kalua Room concerns primarily
the composition and possible research for the history of JACL
in the Pacific Northwest area. This must be compiled in a report
to be presented to one of our local Senators or Congressmen, and
be read in Congress so that we might have something in the Con-
gressional Record.
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Second item on the agenda is to step-up our Display Program.
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Attachment: Congressional Record copy

Olympic Hotel o Seattle, Washington « July 26th — July 30th, 7962
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Congressional Record
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Sun Franelsce Host to National Japanese Biennium. The last such award was

Americam Citizens League Conventioa

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

or

HON. JOHN F. SHELLEY

QF CaLIyOmMIA
N THS HOUSS OF REFRESENTATIVES
Weodnesday, Juln 25, 1958

Mr. SPIRLLEY. Mr. Speaker, under
leeve to extend my remarks, may I csall
the attention of my collesgues in both
the House and the Senais to the 14th
biennisal nsﬁnml convention of the Jap-
ancss American Citisens League—
JACL—which will be held in San Pran-
cisco over Lhe Labor Day weekend, from
August 30 to September 3, with head-
quarters in the historic Sherston-
Palace Hotel.

JACL, as most Congressmen are aware,
i8 the oaly natiomal organization of
Americans of Japanese ancestry; its
bame identifies its constituency and the
reesons for its being. All of fts members
are native-bornt or naturalized citisens
dthevmtedlhtu:nut.butnum,
are also of Japanese ancestry.

Its twin slogans,’ which express its
purposes and objectives, as well as sum-
marise its activities and achievements,
are “For Better Americans in s Greater
America” and “Sscurity Through Unity.”

COMVEEFTION PROERAMN

The convention begins with s meeting
of the national board, composed of the
elected officers and district counecil
chairmen, on Thursday morning, Au-
gust 30. The national council, composed
cf the official delegaies representing 88
chapters and members in 32 Btates, the
District of Columbia, the Territory of
Hawail, and Japan, begins their deliber-
ations the following day, Priday, August
31. Climax of the convention is the tra-
ditional banquet on Labor Day, when
the outstanding Japanese American in
the United States for the past 2 years
wiil be announced as the Nisei of the
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presenied to 8gi. Hiroshi Miyvamura,
Gallup, N. Mex, Congressional Medal
of Honmor winner and orne of the 10
outstanding young men in the Nation
a3 selected by the United Siates Junior
Chambers of Commerce. Quest speakar
at the banquet will be Mazwell M. Rabb,
Secretary to the Cahinst of the United
Siates and adviser to the President on
minority problems. The final event will
be the Sayonerg ball on September 3.

For the first time, special events will
be held for the newly naturalized citi-
sen parenis, for the Iadies, and for the
younger citiaens. And Convention Queen
Sharon Nishims of Sacramente, repre-
senting the host district council, will
reign over the festivities.
Jcrrylnonoto,inmdhhmstpm-
ident of the S8an Francisco host chapter,
is the convention chatrman.

OFVICERS TYPICAL AMERICANS

Typical of the oyoss-section of Amer-
ica that comprises JACL are its officers.

Netional president is George Inagaki,
of Venice, Calif., & former nurseryman
recently turned real estate salesman.

National vice president is Ken Tashiro,
of Oroal, Calif., 2 farmer.

National vice president is Tak Tera-
saki, of Denver, & pharmacist.

National treasurer is Dr. Roy Nish-
ikawa, of Los Angeles, an optometrist.

Board sseretary is Willlam Mimbu, of
Seattle, an attorney.

Thousand club chalrman is Shig
Wakamatsu, of Chicago, & chemist.

Dr. Thomas T. Yatabe, first consti-
tutional national president, of Chicago,
& dentist, and Hito Okada, immediate
past national president, of Salt Lake
City, Utah, an insuranee agent, are also
members of the board.

Chairman of the Pacific Northwest
district counecil is Dr. Kelly Yamada, of
Seattle, another optometrist.

Chairman of the northern California-
western Nevada district eouncil is Yas
Abiko, of San Franeisco, a newspaper
publisher,
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Chairman of the central Chafu*
district council is Jin Ishikawa, of
Presno, another attorney.

Chairman of the Pacific southwest die-
trict council is Dave Yokoseki, of Les
Angeles, an attorney and motion picture
executive,

Chairman of the !ntcmounhm du-
trict counei] ie Goorge Buga!, of Payetts,
Idaho, 8 businessman,

Chalrman of the mountain- pld”
district council is Robert Horinchi, ef
Denver, an accountant.

Chairman of the midwest disirict
counell is Abe Hagiwars, of Chicaga, »
sacial worker.

Chairman of the euumduhuwn
cil is Willlam Sasagawas, of Pbﬂm
an engineer.

Nations! director is Mas Sabow of
San Francisco; Washington rem
tive is Mike Massaoka of the District of
Columbia; Pacific southwest director £
Tats Kushida of Los Angeles; and legal
oounge! is Frank Chuman, w=iso of Los
Apgeles.

SAN FTRANCISCO APPROPRIATE WITR 3

The eily by the Golden Gete, whick
I have the honor to represent in the Con-
gress, i{s particularly appropriate for s
gathering of this kiud, for no other city
in America has been more closely
identifled with Japanese Americans and
their destiny than San Francisco.

Gateway to and from the Ovient it
was through this port that the first tm-
migrants from Japan arrived three quar-
ters of & century ago, to make their
own significant contributions to the
bullding of Western America. It was here
that the Treety of Peace was signed §
yesrs ago, opening a new and greater
era of friendship and cooperation be-
tween the United States and Japan.

San Francisco has always been
closely associated with the Citizsns
League movement since its inception im
the midtweniies. One of the earliest
chapters was organized here. In 1929 in
S8an Francisco, & meeting of the Cali-
fornia chapters decided to federate into
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& national association to promote the
citizenship of the then young J apanese
fmerican minority and the Welfare of
Perecns of e ancestry in this Ne-
#on, who at | ¢ were subjected to
fmnsiderable legal and other forms of
racial discrimination. Though the First
Biennial National Convention was con-
veued in Seatfle in 1930, and the Second
Biennial 2 years later in Los Angeles, the
“Third Bienmigl which establishea the
present organizational structure of the
JACL was held in this city by the Golden
Gate tn 1934,

National headquarters before the war
‘was, and at the present time is located in
Ban Prancisco.

Probably its most memorable meeting
was in the spring of 1942, when an emer-
gency meeting of the National Council
was held in San Prancisco to determine
the eourse of actiocn which Japanese
Americans should take in a wat in which
they were too often confused with the
enemy. It was decided that Japanese
Americans would agree to cooperate
‘with the Government in their own evac-
uation, although they thoroughly dis-
agreed with the necessity for such action
and the reasons for what has been de-
scribed as “our  worst wartime mis-
take,”

But, the dedicated loyalty of the Jap-
anese Americans was demonstrated in
that mass movement, and the Govern.
ment ang the public at large were forced
to reappraise the devotion and allegiance
to the United States of these unfortunate
victime of wartime hate and hysteria,
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“CHANGING PERSPECTIVES” TREME

Symbolic of the changed and improved
Atatus of Americans of Japanese Aancestry
is the comvemtion theme, “Changing
Perspectiyves,” AR |

Using the tools of democracy, JA
has in the 10 short years since the end
of Werld War II, been able to provide
that leadership which has enabled Amer-
icans of Japanese ancestry to be accept-

@2 as welcome and worthy pertners in °

the American way, whereas a decade ago
they were held to be suspect by their own
Government.

‘Through the Congress particularly,
and State legislatures as well, JACL has
been able to eliminate legal sanctions
which at one time numbered more than
500 discriminatory statutes directed
against people of Japanese ~
The great and priceless privilege ef citi-
zenship at long last, ... ""%2, at a time
when the 12th Biennial Na 1al Con-
vention was in session in San Francisco,
was granted to loyal resident alien Jap-
anese. At the same time, the Japanese
Exclusion Act of 1924 was repealed and
token immigration from Japan author-
ized under our quota system. The courts
of the United States and of the several
States, struck down as unconstitutional,
laws which discriminated against those
of Japanese ancestry solely on the basis
of race and, at that time, “Ineligibility”
to citizenship. The American public at
large has come to recognize Japanese
Amerioans for what they are—individual
citizens who have demonstrated {n com-
bat and at home during World War I
that their loyalty is second to none.

Now that their legal statel @s first-
class Americaps has been secured under
iugm leadership, “Changing Perspect-

veés” as $he cofivention theme offers some
2,000 or more official delegetes and boest-
ers, a eliallenge to chart the fuyupe Pro-
gram and objectives of the JACL in the
light of the greater opportunities pow
available to Al Americans of Japanese
ancestry.
It is my hope that the members of the
JACL will never forget or abandon the
basic purposes of the organization. I
belteve there will always be & valid place
in our couniry for community and na-
tional service through active citizens
groups dedicated to the goal proclaimed
in JACL's mottoes, *For better Ameri-
cans in a greater America"” and “Security
through unity.” The spirt of self-sacri-
fice and devotion to a splendid cause
which have always characterized and
motivated both the JACL leadership and
membership should also be retained, for
these are rare qualities which are sorely
needed in this troubled world today.

I know that my colleagues in Congress
join with me in the wish that the 14th
Biennial Nattonal Convention “o be held
in San PFrancisco over the Labor Day
weekend will result not only in enjoy:
ment and fellowship for JACL members,
but also in the formulation of construct-
ive and forward-looking plans and pro-
grams which will bring a greater meas-
ure of happiness and prosperity to our
Japspese Americans and to their fel-
low citizens in the years to come.
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