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NEWS OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO DRUGGISTS

A COMPILATION
NEWS RELEASI

MARTIT TR OM
FTAKEN FROM
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ANALYSTS, THI ITARY NEWSCAST IS BEING SENT
TO YOU MONTHL PFUL SERVICE OF THIS STATION,

SALES OF INDEPENDENT RETAIL DRUG STORES in 34 states gained 27% in the first six
months of this year as compared with the same period in 1942, according to figures
released by Bureau of the Census of the U,S, Department of Commerce, This compared
very favorably with the 17% gain shown by all types of independemt retailers, and
was surpassed only by the following eating and drinking places, 37%s; florists, 32%;
dry goods and general merchandise, 33%; women's ready-to-wear, 42%; shoe stores,
west of all),

74

34%, and jewelry stores, 43% (hig

TREND OF PROFITS IN RETATI, PHARMACIES
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TEERE IS AN ACUTE SHORTAGE of senibary napkins beéause of labor, transportation, and
lend-lease difficulties,

RUBBER SUNURIES -- You can see what tle Covernment thinls of the health situation
when they allow about 75% of the rubber to be allocated, Flat goods will be in the
lower price Lraclet, The color is to bs red, but you can be sure thet it has some
reclaimed rubber in it; it hes e btendeney to turan a meroon shade, There is still a
- fair amount of the old type available, Fountain syringes are sgain available in
limited quantities ocovered by OPA ceiling pricos.

IN THE PAST LANY RETAILERS have boen abusing the sale of surgeonts gloves, They have
been seliing them as nousehold gloves, Today your jobber, your manufacturer, requires
from you & certificate stoting that you will not sell such gloves to anybody but
legitimate users such as doctors, clinics, nurses, undertakers, and so on; and on

the certification you will find oul who the legitimate users are.

PROPIYIACTICS ARE IN PRETTY FAIR SHAPE -- Availebility is good, and the manufacturers
are really doing all they can to koep merchandise supplied ond rollinge

E}EL}G[E&_&QTICE that many manufecturers have cut dovn the size of infents! syringes
To one or two sizes, Synthetic rubber now enters into the piloture, You will learn
in the next six months thet the majority of rubber items will be manufactured from
synthetio rubber, Synthetic rubber cogts more in dollars and cents than crude rubber,
Thus expect an advance in prices,

BABY FRODUCTS -~ Our Government will not let the bdbies down, There are a few items
such as baby pents that are not evailable in quauntity, Baby foods ere having deliver]
probleins because of the shortagse of certain ingredients,

TIERE ARE NO METALS available for vacuum bottles, Mamifacturers began to use black
plate stesl aud adapted it to the wvacuum bottles,

RATIONING RULES COVER USP COTTCGNSEED OIL -- Wholesalers aud drug rotallers handling
Tatined cotLonsesd 0il are in for the headaches besetting food dealers, for they must
now obtain ration stumps, certificates or other ration cvidence when selling the
product, '

According to L, A. Baumann, acting chief of the fats and oils branch of the food
rationing division, "cottonseod oil USP" is a food cven when sold for medicinal
pUrposes,

Drug houses buying rofined cottonseed oil in bulk quertities and repacking it into
smaller containers for sele or other treusfer are retailers or wholesalers under
Ration Order 16 and are required to register with their locel war price and rationing
boord immediatzly, lir, Baumann salde

UEW SUTFA DRUG -- Sulfamerazine, a new compound that simplifies dosage end lowers
costs in sulfonsmide therapy, is now available for general use in the treatment of
infect ions due to hemolytic strepbococci, meningocosci, pneumococci, and gonocosci.

BANIES MAKE DRUG STORE BUSINESS -- Everybody imows that more babies are born during
VB yoars then in pence times, With the birth of each babe thero is created new
drug store wonts of at least $4C per baby per year and some estimates run as high as
£75, These figures apply to at least the first Tfour or five years of cach child's
life,

That drug stores don't get all of this business is mainly true because the ma-
jority make no special effort to get ite

1eKTSSON OFFERS BONK FOR TRAINING NEW CLFRKS -- To accelerate the training of new
clerical help, a book entitled 'Your New Position as a Drug Clerk" has been written

for lMcKesson & Robbins, Ince.
Tt is now being distributed to the company's sixty-six divisions for redistribu-

tion to retailers,




HIS CANDY CASE NOW SELLS GAMES -- Toys and games are becoming more important to drug
stores in these days pinch-hitting for goods gone for the duration, There is a new
demand for such goodse Syndicate stores and obther rotail outlets are stripping manu-
facturers? shelves and the druggist had better not wait too long for calls of toy
and game salesmen, s

Typical of the many druggists who are now doing outstanding merchandising jobs
with toys and games is C, L. York, proprietor of the York Pharmacy, Birmingham, Ala,
" He could not get enough candy for his candy showcuse, so hz turned it into a toy and
goemo display, The itoms shown include toys, games, model airplanes, and hard candy
novelties, and sell to children just the way candy did and carry es good, if not
better, markup,

BEWARE OF 0.P,A. PRICE CEILING VIOLATIONS -- Newest regulation of 0.P.A. concerns
retail price of wines price must not exceed 50% above cost (332% of selling price).
Several stores have already besn cited for violations,

This is Importent! Pharmacy has clean hands in Price Ceiling, Drug stores have
not had the unfavorable publicity of other types of rstail establishments, which
have violated this law of our land, Xeep drug stores fram getting a black eye,
Check all prices, but especially now your wine prices,

MINERAL OIL MAY BE BANNED IN FOOD -~ Thers is a "rather strong probability" that evi-
dence will be forthooming which will establish that mineral oil used as a food or
incorporated in a food is deleterious to health, Commissioner W, G, Campbell, of the
Food and Drug Administration, has informed a manufacturer who wanted to distribute
minsrel oil "for a variety of culinary purposes,"

Furthermore, Compbell said, "it is entirely conceivable thet such evidenoce will
be sufficiently persuasivs to justify a reoconsideration of the present position
which permits its employment in foods intended for spscial dietary uses, and to pro=-
hibit its sale exocept as a drug.,"

BRISTLE GOODS =~ There is no bristle awveilable for shaving brushes, or anything you
have sold with bristles. The governmemt thought of using all nylon in war industries
for sutures, parachutes, gun pocket bags, and so on, but they were prevailed upon by
manufacturers of tooth brushes to rclease some nylon for tooth brushes,

Hair brushes arc not considered essential, There will be no nylon, no bristles
available for them, There is some horsehair aveilable, some fibre, and in a fibre
the manufacturer tries to cover it up with black dye calling it a gray bristle,

The govermment said "no black dye," so the only brushes available will be a white
fibre brush,

Shaving brushes are a war casualbty, Consider the shaving brush that you have in
stock another relic,

RAZOR BIADES == in England today razor blades are rationed as suger is here, lianu-
Tacturers of razor blades are doing e splendid job, Steel is a critcal material

so the manufacturars are cut 53% of 1941 produstion based on units, not on tonnage.
Don't try to merchandise razor blades today,

IF ANY ITEM should have been cut out entirely because of the essential ingredients
in the product, that item is films, But films are basically one of the biggest moral
builders we have, So the government has allowed film people to make 50% of the pro-
duction of 1941,

THE HANDKERCHIEF PROBLEM is very serious, Twelve million square yards of cloth were
available in 1941, The govermment will take 10 million squgre yards for the armed
forces, leaving about 5% for civilian use,

FACIAL TISSUES are very eritical, The govermment allowed the manufacturers 70% of
tThe 1941 production so meny of the manufacturers have taken out of their lines all
the off-brand productsa
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