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RVIEW WITH KANEJI DOMOTO, AND SYLVIA SCHUR 02/26/96

Interviewer and Camera: Indira Berndtson for The Frank Lloyd

IR This if February 26, 1996. We are in the Archive Oral

HABLory Office, 4t is 11:50 P.M., and we have the happy
% lted by Mr. and Mrs. Domoto. Mr.

o S l1esin sometime between 1939 and 1940.
Né are not quite certain of the exact date. Welcome, Mr.

Domoto. Please tell us a little bit about your background --
like where you were born, what your parents did, and what
gradually led you to the Taliesin Fellowship?

KANEJI DOMOTO: That 1s very interesting. I was born in
California, in Oakland, California. I was born on a nursery,
my father’s nursery He had one of the largest nurseries west
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i it uilt bout not
KANEJI DOMOTO: Well, I didn’t feel quite so quilty about not
Be !

following exactly along Wright’s line cause 1in n%s
drafting room at Taliesin East, his home, there were big xor?s
that said, “Follow my thinking, but don’t copy my work.” He
was trving to say, "“Get to know what I have to do, afc ;ne:
get on your own and think 2BOuUt 1t instead of Jjust
laboriously copying all he had done So when I started
craw1ng a thing I'd get these different ideas, and somebody
said, “Hey, that doesn’t look like Wright’s work.” And I
said, "“that’s what he says in his drafting room He said to
get your thinking going to follow his principle and not just

to follow him design-wise.” So I wasn’t being
It gave me a chance to work on a 1little different type of
houses than

§8: BuUC you said at one point he did critieize all of yvour
different works. Was that diffic

validity in his criticism? How did you receive that? Was it
difficult to hear him criticizing you like that?

ult --? Was there any

KANEJI DOMOTO: No, he was quite honest about it and I
recognized that. He wasn’t being sarcastic or anything He
was righC, ghat I was trying to get going -- Oh, see, 1I
didn‘t have my license to practice architecture then. You
know you have to have so many years of experience or be

graduated from an architecture school and have so many years
experience. And then you can go for vour a i
license. weil. I didn’t have my license or anything, so when

he said, “Here’'s somebody who wants to run before he can
walk,” well, that was true that I was trying to get ahead.

IB: SO, did you run into any problems in vour build
just in general? These were some of the first things you hac
built, weren’t they?

KANEJI DOMOTO: That'’s right. They were the first thi

2116 LiC LIESE. tnings
8. o v v had F 15 kg
: © ¥You probably had a few glitches ]like every young
g e ever ou
' y 73 S
2 h ¢ d - 0O 12 3 " -
darchitect does: I dld everything go rather smoothlv?
)
4
ANEJI DOMOTO L t ‘ hl 1 d ’
KANEJI MOTO: &t Wenc ratner smoothlvy aon’t remember an
4 S de N SN AL P -~ - ¥
. . . i
- N Ny m) PSR Y .
Pig difficulty. There were some dliferent 1i1deas on them one
n them one
Tor - .
o 4= In ?- + 13l ] 4
OL tThe Iavorite ones -- like he Gld oOver here on our livinag
S SANe b N NJLL e A — v .-
) S
e R . = ) 1
om a plate glass roof with canvas underneath it? Well
erneath
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KANEJI DOMOTO: Last time he was out of a job, and he was sick
$ 4 3 o 1 31 3 - g 3 1l I 3
£00. So he’s bea:lng old age, LAdK€e 1 am, 1 guess. LeL 8 see
--- who else?
IB: Did you know Morton Delson? He was a later apprentice
KANEJI DOMOTO: No.
SYLVIA SCHUR DOMOTO: You met Guerrero at the show.
IB You had mentioned that you went to the 50th Anniversary
Oof Usonia 1II. Can you tell us a little bit about that?
KANEJI DOMOTO: It was interesting that at this time of 50
yvears the children have grown up and they have children of
their own; it was that many years apart So there was just a
Pig group of people, rather unfamiliar looking. Because the
parents were the ones I knew, and the daughter I knew
somewhat slightly, but the granddaughter I didn’t know at all
It was rather interesting to see.
SYLVIA SCHUR DOMOTO: They all knew you!
iB: Arle some of your original clients still livinag in those
—
houses, or have they gone on to other owners?
KANEJI DOMOTO: They have other owners now.
IB: But your wife was saying that everybody was starry eved,
: ¥ : ‘ Y
and there was a whole kind of aura to the occasion
SYLVIA SCHUR DOMOTO: They all felt that the bplace hid keer
LSl - Lich L LUl pPilacCe Mall DeEell
very important in their lives, and the houses that thev lived
: S A AGA o v-_v‘ —-— ¥ N A
1 ; R
in. They thought that this had really been a shapina influence
. : ‘ P N - ~ ..-vt:.»—.-j ‘.n-~.~“.4-¢uj
in their lives.
> 7 o _ - -
KANEJI DOMOTO: well, what I like to talk about rhas s that
wWieh these people first moved out to Pleasant v lle th are
casalllvlilile, LIe irea
around them was very conservative and svervthing els by
— -4 ¥y LLilLlll . e ke 0 LAl T
were tChe liberals coming out of New York Ehe BV racsd s
g = QLK Byl MNLOQLECSS1LVEe
people 80 Cthey have a different attitude BoETT N
e attlty ae , pMOLAL1lCa Y
S ] 39 r = . I whe whe 3
Speakxing -- like a Democrat or a Republican But after one
A DU aAlitClL L1
geacIaLlion LHe reaction of the people around thera ic wab bhas
-~ 5 - WlasiNd L LIT L b -~ o)
SR ﬂ . 1s not that
fe€Se Usonlan people are progressive and liberal Phavr! v ]
L X g lve ana liberal Ihey’re the




ves now! After

conservat

i t
1 : : T i e - 1 &
changing their political feeling.

g G- v 1 3 - + 3 P = 3 3 - -~
IB: Could I ask what your poiitical bent 1is?

KANE.T MO'T *rl +all , ] T .
KANEJI DOMOTO: I'll tell you what -- I’ve been voting
- ] - =} 1 - 1 - T 3 c - e ~
Democrat, but 1in the last election I voted for Perot, and this

3 / . - c T o b r v - <

lection I'm going to vote for Pat [Buchanan]

” .71 | 1 1 - 1 - 'f“_ ’_—. ~ % 2
IB: What do you like about his politics? Is there anything
: 1 — b= b -~
in particular that attracts you?

- o R - - 51 . 2 e g G - - - ~ M »
KANEJI DOMOTO: 1l like hls personality. GON't g0 TOX nhia
X - i - e - Ad D
' . £ hil . £ 1 % 4 * A
anti-abortion of children -- one or two of the things I don’t
- - .} " - ‘_v 5 . S -~ : 9
go for. But I like the way the man talks. It’s just like one
f best friend the wavyv move int ] ]
of my best friends, the way we moved into where we’re living
-
- . . : il :
now. I used to live in a more lower-income housing, because
/ - 4y - 3 - X 1 By 1 ~
I'd just moved out to New York and my family was there and I
wasn’t makin that h Enis ] ]
1 \aking nat: muech. SO EB1s is zrather OwW-1lncome
- -— A il T L - — N —

(&N

housing. And I had a family doctor who attended us there an
he said, "“Come over to Sutton Manor; there’s
houses are empty.” And I said, "I couldn’t afford tho

(D
O
mnm

mn
(D

And he says, "“I’1ll finance von And this was a doctrine quv
[?] named Davis, who is a Quaker. And he encouraged ﬁed:;
live in this other area which is where she [Sylvial] had her
house, too. So on his strength I moved into Sutton Manor, and
that made the world of difference. This man I felt a lot of
respect for. When we get into a conversation we couldn’t agree

on the same thing. His religion was Quaker and I had n
seligion at all, But this is what I fee
agree with a man on many of his points, as lonag as I know ha!

b
'
O

9

+ ULl i XKOOW § S
@ good friend. And that’s how I feel about P;: i BuenanE
He‘s got one or two points that some of the people are :3:;
Strongly against him for that. But I feel ::;: 13’5 et e,
responsible man, that would be the best for us A.r:%vliq“’
He’'s pretty close to it, when it comes to Rep b‘w~:;%wﬁqiffjk
goonut it, It's going to be a close race. {“*‘::ff ::~;“;::
him and get out of my Democratic -- B e e
IB: Why are you disillusioned with Clinton?
KANEJI DOMOTO: Well, the reason is thal -~ T fhoaalt = 1.
., When 10 the Depression he had WDA shd tre mmmi o«
think they were terrific He’s the one wﬂ:‘~::*.:“?~::fﬂﬁw_f
too, but I said, with the number of :a~£jl 3:!:§fiﬂl”7iffj“i:

«




SR PR A U L "bc!ﬁ'a,%z*rs«*;;'}~x‘;'~'f,’='v."“ b5
.. - - » " .‘"A" 2 ‘4‘ ..:Vﬁ-:' . ‘A
did more good than harm. I mean, he harmed us by putting us
in concentration camps. But look at the good he did with all
these unemployed people that he got working -- like ;:e.‘f;
project and the CCC thing. And we ought to have that right
st mr 1 At 3 Clinton
now, because there are that many people unemployed. Clinton
’ . -
hasn’t involved anything about rehiring or getting people
working. I don’t think he’s making that much dent in
anything.
IB: Are there any people, on either the national or

international scene that you would think of as really heros,
or someone you’d look up to at this point in yo

KANEJI DOMOTO: You mean, like the Kennedys or
something like that?

IB: Are there any people comparable to Roosevelt? Is there
someone alive today that you think very highly of? In any
field? Political, scientific, arts, architecture,
humanities...?

KANEJI DOMOTO: Well, as I said,

IB: Well, that's quite a lot to throw at you. What about

you, Sylvia? Is there anybody that you find is particularly
admirable in today’s world?

SYLVIA SCHUR DOMOTO: Well, I’'ve thought that it was strange

that in a country as democratic. - as we are. = '

pool of human talent, we don’t seem to tap them
[

roles in our scenes, BO 1it's hard to 44 ntify a hero, or even
& heroine, at this pOLnit ., We don’t have that kKind of
leadership. I think one thing that might be interesting, Kan,
coming back to his and vyour joint interest in the
architectural scene, is that, You know, we’re freq;en:ly with

@ Young architect who attributes all of his interest in
architecture to what you did with his parents’ home .

IB: So you have influenced --
SYLVIA SCHUR DOMOTO: You have influenced a lot of veuno
people who seem to come around. .

KANEJI DOMOTO - [Modest murmur]

- S
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IB: What are your own children doing?

KANEJI DOMOTO: Oh, they’re having a ball! My son is an
architect. it’s an interesting thing; 1
during a summer when he was in high school with the drafting

and things. So I guess he had a stomachful of being an
architect. So when he went to college he said that he was
going to be an engineer. So he went to Columbia to be an
engineer. Then he graduated, and he went back to school to get
his masters in engineering. Then the war came along and he
had to serve two years with the Armed Forces. And after two
years with the Armed Forces he came back and said, “I'm goling
to be an architect.” So he went back to school, and took up
architecture. But he didn’t come to work for me; he worked
for some other people. He’s got his own office and everything

It’s an interesting that that one time I had a problem with a
footbridge to go across a stream -- there had t =
it. And I couldn’t quite figure out how to do i ;
putting a pole in the middle of the stream which was not
rignt . And he come up with the idea, “Hey 1]
diving board and bend it!” And I said, "“We
your college education.” [Laughter]

And my other daughter graduated from college as a biochemist

Then after two vears of that -- after graduation she had a job
at Harvard and Los Angeles too. Then she went to Hawaii to
get another look at herself. And she came back to school and
Baid. “T'm going to be a doctor.” SO she became a doctor in
geriatrics. Then afterwards she got to be the business doctor
for a hospital in hospital -- one of these places, what is
this? Chronic disease hospital. Then she ound out she

{_'
didn’t have enough business backing so she went back to
to take up business. Now she heads a hospital n

/ : 1 Y ' N

That’s what I tell these young kids, “Take something that you
ii¥e.” Don't do nothing about it. Take sometning that you’re
interested in. And if it doesn’t work out, change your idea
BNl go for it again. This is where vou learn And that’s
why I like school -- My granddaughter who is golng to Harvard
now - Harvard Freshmen all 1live Cogether in a freshman
dormitory -- it’sg called, what do they say, “indoctrination.”
They keep all of these kids together. Ang that’s a good idea

00,
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But then I come across some other peop

we’ve got to educate the kids to be more non-raciai,‘a:d more
open, and things like that.” But I saij ] ‘
kids that you need to teach; you’ve got to have teachers who

3 :+ 2 ' < vy R~ - , -~ o= ur

can teach the kids.” Because 1f you’re just going to say,

M ' < " ~ =/ - . ~T T b - ~vlr L

"We’'re giving you tnis program, 1t’s not going to work The

1 1 - 1 " » ~ -~ 2 - P e =

teacher has to feel that, work on that And I said this was

. 1 1 ": ~ s 4 RS s

the matter -- When these two grandchildren of mine were going

: i q - - p . @ =3 ] - .r

to a private school in Boston, we went to a play. I think they

-

’ ’ < 1 " - 2 =y - o 4 e

call it “Grandparents’ Night, not Grandparents’ Day In
1 - - ’ & 7 1 1 r 1 &

ENE FIA when you go to it, it arter 8 o‘clock [p.m.], you

S
know -- Parents-Teachers’ Association. But Grandparents’ time

-~
is something different. It’s 8 o’clock in the morning and you
go to a class. So if they’re in Boston I have to get there the

night before.

So I go through this classroom with one of mvy
And I notice two or three of the kids there

mannered: They put their feet on the Op of the stool., and
1 t] € 1n all the classes

everything else. And they get away with it
except one! You’ll never guess what cla
It was 1in singing class. The teacher was at

they came in, seeing that they weren’t gossiping like that,
they were all like that. They had a wonderful choir And I
wonder, "“How does she get these kids to behave without bopping
them?” When in the history classes, the English classes and
all the rest of them, these kids were not behaving very well
And I said, “That teacher was something special. You don’t get
very many teachers like that.” -
IB: What about your other two children? You have one who is
an architect, one who is a doctor -- and the other two?

KANEJI DOMOTO: My oldest daughteér 4ig --

SYLVIA SCHUR DOMOTO : Now she’s a lawyer!

KANEJI DOMOTO: She was in social work, and she went aroun
the country with her husband who got into state ”:f{v :qu';
SCHUR DOMOTO: State Department] They were S:agl;:;;-~;::
years here, two years there, and got aréu:d So we :a: “:;;
in South America quite a bit; they were stationed iuw; ‘";:;M
But after being a social worker she went back and she :‘:-v::“
adoption. And she found Out that she didn’t have sw:j:*—t;i
background. So she went back to school in Jas:;w::anwui*:z -?;

e 4. NGt Sl 570, S e 2 '"'"»"_ﬁ‘&"f;“**
- g
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one of those new law schools -- Most of the law schools are
men, and they’re in there for the big money, big ffr?ora:%c:
thing, This law school 1is for the minority %nq feminine
thing. And in the graduating classes there were only two men -
- all the rest were girls.

IB: What’s the name of it?

SYLVIA SCHUR DOMOTO: D.C. School of Law.

IB: And your other child?

KANEJI DOMOTO: She was the most talented member of the whole
family. She played the cello like nobody, and everything else
PUE TIGhL Now Bhe’'s just got a job with a college as a
secretary. But she loves the taiko, the Japanese taiko

SYLVIA SCHUR DOMOTO: Drummers.

IB: ©Oh, ves.

KANEJI DOMOTO: So she got into a group that plays the drums
on there. And since she played in an orchestra the director
would like her to be able to lead the whole '

an orchestra there’s a 1leader, while in a 4
everyone'’'s drumming away at his own speed. So I still have
hopes for her for doing something else, but she’s havinag
good time of it.

SYLVIA SCHUR DOMOTO: The

interesting thing is that Kan’s
children and my children, because they grew up in the same
area, were schoolmates. And so there’s a dot ‘of intervlav
between the two families now. And between .us we have s
grandchildren, which takes a lot of éwvawam&ﬁunchs}
IB: Oh, goodness! When you were talking about music I was
wondering, were you in the chorus when you were at Taliesin
or not?
KANEJI DOMOTO: Yes, I sang. i liked to sing
IB: Were you a tenor or a bass?
KANEJI DOMOTO: A bass.. I wasn't a very good singer., but
there was a whole bunch of us the same wav Laughs
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