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Family Biography
The lomoto's were one of the earlien japanese seitlens in the United

States. Kanetaro Domodo(my grandfather), his elder brother Takonoshin,
and thein younger brother Tomonoshin left their home in Wakayama-ken and
saided for Seattle in 1884, Takonoshin was apparently a amall, frail type
of man and wanted o leave the country before he uould be drafited and
exanined, becawse the chances of his being nejected from the anmy were
good. Such a humiliation, #hat a farmen's boy was unfit fon militany service
was to be avoided by sailing fon the new lands. Kanetaro, on the othen
hand, was a strong young man of 18 andhad decided o leave with this
brother as a dark. Tomonoshin also went fon ithe adventure involdved. The
three men uorked their way doun from Seatile o San Francisco, finally
arriving there in October. They managed Zo dand jobs working in a hotel, the
elden brother signing a ten year contract and the othen only wwnking until
they could lind some other sont of warks One of Kanetaro's finst jobs was
wnrking at Sutrwo FPark, near the Sutrw Bath area. This kind of wonk suited
Kanetaro and eventually it was decided that he wuld try and fi d dand and
begin uvrking it with Tomonoshin uhile Takonoshin wuld Linish off his ten
yean conitract and pay for the land. This agreemen: was neached with the
undenstanding that after the contract was up, the three wuld be wonking
2ogethen on the nunseny. As it turned out though, Zakonoshin became
invodved in tke import-export work and set up his oun businesas.




By 1900 Kanetaro's nursery was fairly well established and he decided o
g0 back 4o Japan and find a wife. He andhis spouse, Tem: Morita returned
o the U.S. and had their finst child Toichi in 1902. The nurseny was now
on 55th Ave. inlakland, but was then moved o fast Oakland %o a place that
is now called Aroya Seco Pank. Here is uhere my father, Kaneji, was boan
and uhene he graw up. Jé must have been quite a huge place as it was at
one time called the la gest range of gneen howses west of the Mississippis
My grandfather was very innovative. He introduced the chaysanthemmn for
comenéial cultivation and brough into the market gandenias, azaleas, and
varieties of camellias and tnee peonies. Grandfather was working with
his his yunger brother Tomonoshin, the latter being responsible fon the
selling part of the operation. Tomonoshin stated at the market and s0ld
the Llowers m that Kanetaro gremds each Domoto child grew up they
were inconponated into the workings of the nurseny.

The elder brother lakonoshin was stildl involved in the shipping
business, importing mandarin oranges and emponting pyrethuum plants. He
was acquining a bit of wealth and could send off all his children to the
East (oast Zo ;nepanatony schools and private colleges. (dppanently his wife
alswo wanted Zo prevent the childnen from experiencing the nacism esisting
duning hat time in california). Kanetaro also sent his oldest children 4o
private school in Galifornia, possible in attempts to keep up with his
olden brothen. At the time of the Bepression, three daughtens had gone
thaouph Mills (ollege and a daughter and son(my father) were enmolled at
Stanford. The (rash brought about a number of changes in the Domoto
fanily. Fon one, my aunt Wak and my lather were taken out of schood o hedp
at the nunsery add iake cane of the house. Secondly, it was leanned that % e
baothen taking care of the selling aspect of the business had maniged o




run up quite a few debts, uhich plunged the family into an economic
condition that was wonse than what the Depression had brought upon thems
On top of his, grandma died in 1§29. So the family sold ihe property
on uhich they wene living to the city, fon the extrenely low price that
the city was willing %o pay, in onder to pay off the debt that had accu-
mulated, and they moved to Haypward.

Land had been purchased for Toichilas the eldest son he wuld carry
on the Domoto famidy nunsery) and much of the time during ihe thinties
was spent developing that rnurseny. My father and loichi set up the same
hind of arnangenent that thein father and uncle had staried- that of one
being at the mnket and the oiher managing the nurseny. An interesting
thing about this set up was that uhile my uncle was much nespected at
the manket, my father had a hard time munning the nunsery because many
of the doder issei vorking there didn': vant & take any ordens from
the second sone of the ounen.

The Fall of 1937 saw my father going back o achood, this time o
Berkeley o study anchitectune. e helped put in the japanese gardenx
at the San Francisco World's Fair of 193 and late went wit hihe same
group 4o install the japanese garden in Flushing Veadows in New York.

He stayed out on the East (oast, wonking fon a landscape anchitect until

' the spring of 1939 uhen he went dd Wisconsin to become an appreniice unden
Frank Lloyd Wnight. After about a year of wonk there he went back o
Haywand, just in time to get maied and be relocated.




)

Rutaro Bujii was born in 1850 and the eldest son af a family dong
involved in banking. Hia panent's divorced uhen he was stild yung, his
nother mannying anwther banker. Rutaro's fathen was strict and pushed him
into the textile business when he was gung. As there was no hope of
inheniting the banking business from his steplathe., he decided in 1902
0 go th the U.S. 1o study more about textiles. Having come with no
hrowledge of the schood aysten here and with Little ir. the way of money
he found himself wonking in the garden of a business nean Santa (nuz.
Rutano managed 2o wonk up into a highen position after a time, only o
be pushed out of the job and wwnk by the boss' nelatives from Japan.
While ualhing back to the East Bay, he decided 4o igy his hand at the
Zlowen growing business and bough some dand nean the Domoto nunserys

He would set up his cut plants outside the jneenowse on go 4o San Francisco
2o try and sell as much as he could. He was also one of the original membens
of the farmens co-operative uhich functioned o help establish new
growers and. Lix up the places of the setiled gnowens.

bhen it seemed as if his business wasiairly stable, he weni back o
Japan 1o bring home e woman uho his m ther had been wooing fon him.
Unfortunately, iheir ships passed mid-ocean and he amrived in Japan only o
dearn that his wife was already in (alifornial This was in 1912, My

mothen, 2 e second child of six, was boan in 1915, Growing up was spent in

Ashland, anon-existant place now, and. on Soio Road, uhere the family
nunsery sl io. UL the kids wonked on the fanm, just as the children
in the Domoto family did. Because of the Depression, my mother had to defer
going o college fon 1w yeans. She helped take care of the four dttlen




ones, cleaning the house, and ding the sewing for the family. Bachan
wnked at the nunseny all of the time, keeping up the amall flower business
(funeral pieces, wedding pieces, etc.) that brought in the Little bit

of pin money that the lamily had.

In 1934, mom went off 1o college, commuting to Benkeley fon avhile
and then Living in a japanese home. She had a job in the Deconative Ants
depaniment, in hen field, from the N.Y.As, a prognan that Koosevelt had
set up fon student. s Alter wonking thaough this project fon duw yeans, she
was hired as a neader in a few course and did wonk in the art museum.

Laten she became a eaching assistant for some of the ant history classes.
Fon her, the majon feeling #lat cw es out of the lhiities is the incre-
dible scarcity of money, money uhich just covered the essentials.

My parents wene marnied just before the noiice for eviction came out.
Neithe of then scemed o think that the japanese would be put in campa,
although Kanetano Domoto appanently iried 4o impress on them the fact that
Japan was now the enemy and that they(the family) were going Zo be consi-
dened on that side. The nisei hids could undenstand the possibility of
thein parents being considened "enemies” but thein american-ness seemed
obvious Zo them. When the nelocation noiices were pui up, therne was
shock, bu immeidiately, items were being pa ked and all was being made
neady for the relocation.

The Fujii's wene sent to Tanforan Assembly (enter ond then moved on
o Topag. My parnents and AL of my fathen's family were put in the Merced
Assenbly (enter and then moved 4o Granadas camp in fmache, (olorado. At
the assembly center, my mom taught a counse in card weaving, but by the




time they got o the camp. she had a child o take care of and no longer
had time 4o Zeach. She and my aunt Wak kept my grandfather company. My
Lather uvnked. in the mngineering office and helped out with some of ihe
landscaping that was done. The tuv made ithe best of the situation, as
most of the people did, but they left t e camps as son as they coulds
Dad went all over the countny, finding out what aneas seemed 4o be neady
4o accept japanese-amenicanst iraveling through ihe Mid-west, fast (oast,
and. even through the South. He wanted us 4o grow up in a prejudice {ree
area 40 there was nothing calling hime back 4o california  The family
ended up in "' ew Kochelle, New Yonk. J2 was close eno gh Zo New Yonk (ity
20 that khe commute fon my father wam't oo dong.and the neighbonhood
was iniendly. J¢ was stild var-time and many of the families had sons in
the armed fonces, but no questions wene asked about uhene the family
cane [rom and uhy they were moving in. Inspite of this, my mother
stopped speaking japanese ithe minute she left the camp.

My grandfathe died in campl 40 there was no neason to stay in camp
for my aunt Wak, who had taken on ihe nesponsibility of laking cane of him.
She and my aunt Yuri decided o #ny out Loston. They didn't have any
particularly "bad" experiences, but a fean had been built up in them that
they 400 uuld be a tacked L ke the people out on the West (past had beens
Alter a few yeans, Yuri was married and went doun 4o "'ew Rochelle Zo live
with oun family and Wak went back 4o (alifornia in hopes of completing
hen education.

Today my mother is a housewife and secretary fon my father, who is
sedf employed in a combination anchitect-dandscaped architect profession.




Aunt Wak is an executive secnelany, Yuri is a hospital administrator, and
many of the others aunts and uncles are involved in the nunseny business.
9 don'# think any of them would deny that they like what they're doing
for they've all managed #o fit into the society somehow and are making
enough 1o Live off of. Their neflections of the camps and what kind of
effects that period of time has had on i em and the japanese people ane
interesiing. There im't oo much in the way of questioning the legality
of the nelocation camps, nathen a feeli g that they wene cannying on

the japanese inadition in the velief in ihe government by noi protesting
the action. They believed that the govenment hus the poven and therefor
it knows uhat is night fon t epeople. Une of my aunts believes that the
camps wene good in % at 1 ey broke up the japanese gheitos, foncing the
Japanese 1o spread out indo panits of the country that they'd never

Lived in before. She also believed #at such a spead opened upthe minds of
otherns s that jobs are now open to sansei, uhere previously the nisei had
been kept out of. Any kind of bittemness is stil. kep inside, and there
may be a strng neasonuhy my family iam't vocal about the past. Neither
my father's non my mither's families' nurseries wene confiacated on sold
fon bargain prices. Although + ey weren't in the best of condition uhen
the families neturned a Zen the wgn, the land vas sl theins-it having bee
watched over b {riends on nented out with the knowledge that it wauld be
netunned at the end of the wan.

None of my redatives are living ina gaganese community, non have they
been invodved in any cégmunity ongaikzing. The JSA{(.L. and ihe churches are
seen as being the only fonces ihal are continuing any sont of ideaof
comunity, and these are seen Lo be purely social groups. the nisei in my
family don't actively seek out other nisei but don't avoid them eithen.




J don'# think they view thenselves as being out of the mainstneam of
amenican 4bex Life on that they've been b passed in jobs on [riendships
becawse of being japanese-americans. But ihey are aware of the fact dhat
none of theirn kids speak japanese, a conscious nesult of the japanese
being put in the camps, andthat none of their children are married to
othen sansei hids. Although there aren't any speciflic desires they wish
Zo see fon the japanese commmnity, J do dhink 2 ey would like Zo see
mone of ihe japanese iraditions canried on in futune generations and
would Like 20 see some of thein chilren marnying oiher sanseis
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