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CONGRESSIONAL RiECORD

Proceedings and Dabates of the 77th Congress - Seecond Sessione

(Some questions about 2earl Harbor) Remsarke of Hon. Jeanette Rankin of
lontanae. :

(In the House of Representative - Tuesday, Decenber 8, 1942.)

Miss Rankin of Montana: lr. Speaker, we have been at war a year. During
that time the Americsn people have had abundant opportunity to take stock
of the Nation's situation and to raise & large number of pertinent ques-
tions, not out of any spirit of disunity but in a firm belief that the
Nation's welfare regulres a vigilant exerecise of the traditional American
rizght of free inquiry.

As & Member of Congress who voted agzainst the declaration of war on Decem=
ber 8, 1941, I wish to take advantage of this anniversary occasion to in-
sert into the Heeord & number of historieally significant documents bearing
upon the hitherto obseure antecedents of the Pearl Harbor attack and to
raise a few cuestions of my own as to the mesaning of certain activities
which led up to that attack.

Pearl Harbor was the greatest thunderbolt in Ameriean Historye. It is pro-
per to inguire indeed, whether any responsible American source foresaw the

Japanese attack. In this regard I wish to present the following remarkable.

gstatement, amounting to a prediction from the Christian Century Hagazine
of November 19, 1941 -3 weeks prior to the Japanese attack - page 1433:

It is no seeret that the whole eolonial strueture of the white empires is
threatening to fall apart unless we intervene in isia. Many British leaders
would weleome Ameriean involvement with Japan. ***So the thesis of Sidney
Rozerson's pre-war book "Propaganda in the Next War"™ that the surest way
Britsin ean bring the United States to her aid will be to involve us in

war with Japan--is bein; validated by events.

"Show me the motive, and I'll show you the eriminal,” was & favorite say~
ing of Sherlock Holmes. Here we have an apoarently well=-defined motive
and also a suggestion as to the intended method of realization.

#hat does Mr. Rogerson, who is an Inglish esuthor, have to,specifieally
gbont the plans of the sritish imperialists? His book,“Propaganda in the
next Yar" published in London in 1938 as one of & series of books on "The
Vext Uar" edited by the well-known writer, Capte. Liddel Hart, was banned
from export to America by the dritish eensorship in 193%9. A ceopy had been
secured earlier by the Library of Congress, however, and now reposes in
the rare-book roome. On page 148, Mr. logerson makes thi® admission as

to plang of the sritish Imperialists:

To persuade her - "he United States - to take our part will be much more
diffieult.
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Then in 1918-- 80 diffieult as to be unlikely to succeed. It will need &
definite threat to America; a threat, moreover, which will have to be °
brought home by propaganda to every eitizen, before the lepubliec will again
taze arms in an external quarrell. The position will naturslly be consider-
ably eased if Jaspan were involved and this might and probably would bring
America in without further ado. At any rate, it would be nestural and ob=-
vious object of our propagandists to achieve this, just as during the Great
War they suceeeded in embroiling the United States with Germany.

In other words, threc years before Pearl Harbor, sritain's imperialist had
figured out just how to bring the United States once more to their aid.

But exactly how was Japan to be embroiled with the United States? There

is no better way of goading a nation into war than by imposing economic
sanetions, especially in the case of nations devoid of essential raw ma=-
terials. Indeed, at the very time Mr. Rogerson was writing his revealing
book, the ohrase "eeonomic sanctions mean war" - an echo from the League

of Nations' threat to 1taly in 1937 - was still on everybody's lips. If
Britain Were merely to induce the United States to sever commercial re-
lations with Jepan, who was extremely dependent upon imports of raw materiels
in exehange for silk and manufsctures from the coatinuanes of her ecouomie
life, would not that suffice?

Is there any evidence of any specific oecusion on which the sritish Govern=-
ment so0ld this policy of eeconomie sanetions azainst Japan to the ioosevelt
administration. In the Ladies' Home Journal of July 1942, page 17, in an
artiele entitled "How War Came", Forrest Davis and Larnest XK. Lindley - an
intimate friend of the P’resident - make the following significant revelation:

When they - President Hoosevelt and Prime liinister Churehill - liet in a
Newfoundland bizht for the Atlantic conference, Churehill wished to meet
the issue head-on. He asked the rresident - and the British, Australians,
and Juteh repeatedly had besought this government before - to joln in and
nltimetive declaration to Japan. .

Now, an ultimatum is a demand azecompanied by a threat, It sets up a
delimma; "Do 80 and so -- Or elses" In this case the punitive alternative
to be offered to Japvan - to concist? Ia-this-esse-she .nd what evidence
do we have that President <oosevelt actually accepted lir. Churehill's
Atlantie Conference regquest that such &n ultimatum he sent?

There seems to bhe excellent evidence that such an ultimatum was sent by
President Koosev@lt. No less an apologist for the administrations’
foreign policy than lir. Henry Ince, editor of "ime, Life, and *ortune,
has sdmitted both that President Hoosevelt served such an ultimatuy on
Japasn, snd that 1t was the sending of this ultimatum which resultaa in
the PBearl Harbor attack. lNr. Luce alleges that the ultimatum wasc sent
out of America's love for China, but inasmueh as it was sent &at Lr.
Churehill's instigation at & time when Britain desperately needed an &lly
in surope as well as ‘in the orient and not at the beginning of the Sino-

Japanese War, dyring which indeed we continudlly sent to Japan both oil
and serap irdn, may not the Ameriecan Publie wonder whether it was the

interests of thq "British “mpire in the Orient" which wore primerily at
stake? Here is Mr. ILuce's historie admission, as found in Life magazine
for July 20, 1942 - page 30.

i

T"he Chinese, for whom_the United States had delivered the ultimatum that
brought on Jearl Harbor -- expected large lend-lease shipments, and so
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forth. Just what was the wording of the nltimatum, then, since its exist-
ence is admitted?

A perusal of the vepartment of State bullemtins covering the period from
the Atlantic Conference of August 12, 1941, to the attack on Pearl Harbor,
December 7, 1941, discloses only & single item relating to Japan =-- a brief
mention of repatriation of .merican and Japanese nations in the bulletin
of Oetober 11, 1941, page 276 =~ though this weekly journal of the State
Department was replete with even trivialities regarding other countries
during this peried, thus indication that the American people were not
being fully informed as to, K the negotiations with Japan,

While candid admission thet any of the communication sent Japan eonstitute
an ultimatum is not made, the requirement made on September 3, 1941, that
Japan aecept the prineiple of "non-disturbance of the status gquo in the
vaglfie™ as detailed in the Departuent of State sullentin of December 20,
1941, nagze 6538, apparantly constituted the gist of the Hoosevelt aumlnistra-
tion demand,

Thies requirement was the equivalent to asking Japan to gunarantee the in-
violateness of the white empire in the Urient, of which the sritish Empire
ecomprised apnroximately 90 ner ecent in both area and populationes The
Ameriecan peonle wpnld have been gratified had rresident Roosevelt demanded
assurance that Jaman respeet territorial integrity of the Phillipines, to
whom we had agreed to grant independence in 1946, but the Ameriecan public
may well wonder wtere President H{oosevelt got authority to conduct our
foreigzn affairs "ms if OGongress did not exist" =- to quote one of my
eolleagues -- and to commit Americen Lives, fortunes, and prestige to
securing a guarangy for gritish and Duteh 1mper1&1 intereste in the -urient
- irrespeotive o the merits of those interests.
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Later,’ ‘more Bnacific guarantees were demanded of Japan as to China, Indo-
China end eo forthe.

Coneurrently, Japen was presented with the other horn of the dilemma hatch-
ed at the Atlantib Gonference; namely, economic sanctions of ever-inerease=
ing severitye. j

dhat is the. evidoﬁeb that the Joosevelt administration, whien had frozen
Japanese assets iﬁ this: oountry as early as July 25, 1941, rapidly seceler-
ated its/oeonomio i8trangulation of Japan following the Atlantic conference?

To sgauro an aoourdio statistical answer, 1 appliscd Lo both the Department
of otato and the yepartment of Commerce, agking for & month-hy-month figure
on’ “imeriesn exvorts to Japan in 1941. "o my surprise I received from
~both department as identical response: Because of & gpeeial Lxeeutive
" order, statistiesion trade with Japan beginning with .pril 1941, are not
7 beinz ziveni out. | :
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Inasmaech as the Japanebe certainly know what they received in the way of
zoods from the UMited Statec throughout 1941, it becomes proper to 1nqu§ro
"#rom whom are th se statisties bein’ conuealod ™

As & 'lember of ,onrross 1 was, of conrse, able to exercise my congressional -
nrarogativo of sgourinz this data from an aininistrative uenartment. He-
esuse of its asllepgedly ceconfldential nature, I eannot, however, reveal it

at this time.



However, a perusal ol other sources throws considerable light upon the ex-
tent to which the <oosevelt administration invoked eeonomic sanctions
against Japan in the months between the Atlantic conferehce and the attack
upon Pearl Harbor. or instance in the New York Times of August 17, 1941,
page 7, we read: -

viee resident 7vallace, the chairmen - of the economic defense board - to=-
day confirmed reports that this group was already working on projeets for
exerting trade pressure on Japane

In other words, in less than a week after the Atlantic conference the
- machinery of economiec sanctions was getting under way.’
’ Six wecks laster the economie stringeney in Japan had begome acute, &s
we read in the Mew York imes of Oetober 24, 194), page 36:

Jepa's raw-material shortage has been sharply aggravafed and her industr‘il
activity seriously disrunted by the cescation of her trade with important
forei-n countries, the Lepartment of Commerce reported today.

Ship movements and trade betwesn Japan and the United States, the British
¢moire, and the Metherlands Indies, it is pointed out, have become virtully
nonexistent.

8y December 2, 1941, -- 5 days before Pearl Harbor -- we read in the New
York Times of that date, page 6:

Jegsn ha: been cut off from about 75 per cent of her normal imports as

a result of the allied blockade, the Mational Industrial Conference soard
renorted vesterdhy. In an analysis euntitled "The eflscts of the .illied
secomomie Hlocted on Japan”, the soard usserted that desnite the drastie
restrictions imnosed by that Government to etfeteh ont available supplies
the blockede may ultimately prove disastrous.

"Premier Hideki ‘Yojo of Japan dispatehed the xurusu miscion to Jashington
becanse Japan today is on the verhje of economic eollapse “***** Contemporary
China, fortnightly digest of the inese News Service, Inc., stated
yesterday. A week before the attack on Pearl Harbor I asked & prominent
non-Japanese oriental:

Is the sitnation in the Pacific as serious as it appears?

Yes == It is serious. Japan has no choice but to go to war or to
gubmit to economiec slavery for the rest of her cxiitence.

* Whereupon, immediately after the Atlaatic Conference of two weeks to en-
force the Neutrality Aet of 1936 to provent shipments of war ‘supplies to
Japsn despite popular demand, had largely contributed to supolying that
netion with the raw materisls for the armament now beiny ucsed agalnst our
own troops, afftier the Atlantie Confereunce when an ineident with Japan
seems to have been desire suddenly changed hig policy and not only cut
off war supnlies but virtually everything required by the eivilian
population of Japan as wells? " A

A8 a member of the rresident's own party, Congressmon Hatton W. Summers
of rexas, chairman of the House Judieiaty Committee, rem:rked in a
letter to the Ssturdry <vening 2Post, published in that periodiezal on
April 4, 1942, paze 26.
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- J'*he +<oberts rcpoft eontinues:

ie heve been a very foolish people, which has made it possible for politie-
jans to get away with murder, This blaming rearl Harbor tragedy on the
treschery of the Japs is like the fellow who had been tickling the hind
legs of a mule trying to explain his bunged-up econdition by blamin: the
male for having violated his confidence. ;

Astounding &s the Pearl Harbor attack was to the Americen public a. whole
if 1t was antieipated by the administration why did the President permit
our forees st Pearl Hurbor to be teken by surprise? Iven if a Japanese
attsck was desired, certainly no one desired a successful attack.

The answer secms to be that everything posscible was done to warn o@i foree
at rearl Horbor se-me-sakesn-by-sawerise 0L the extreme likelihodd of attac k**

“#esording to the renort of the xoberts vommission on the fsets of the

Jepenese stitask on rearl Harbhor, Admirel Kimmel and Lientenant Ceneral
Short, who were in charge of the Hawaliian ares, were cent repested warnings
by the war and Mavy Uevartment.
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vhns we read in the text of the xoberts report, as given in Senatle diumcnts';
No. 159 pages 6 - 0, and also in the New York Times of January 25,1942, ‘
nage 30 that --

On Oetober 16, 1941, the Eommanding General 1awa13%rjepartment, and the
Commander in Ghief of the fleet were advised by the war esnd Navy Jepartments }
of P % the Possihility of an  attack by Japane. e

nother warning was sent on N _vember 24, 1941,

% =
On november 27, i941, the chief of staff of the Army informed the commanding
general nawalian Department, that Hostilities on the part of Japan were

momentarily possible the seme daye .
november 27, 1941 - R

“he Chief of mMaval uperations sent & message to the Cpmmander in
chief. of the raeific rleet, which stated in substance that he dispateh
was to pe considered s war warning that Japan was expeeted to make &n agg-
resive move in the next few days.

idditional warnings were sent November 26, november 29, rovember 30, - - i
December 1, Deoémber 3, Dece@mber 4, Jecember €, snud December 7,-- the
lust one arrividg in Hawall «Tter the Japuunese onsleught had begune

thus, we see thyt for two weeks prior to the Pearl Herbor attack almost
dsily warnings had been sent, not to mention les:s frequent precsutionary
disnatches earlier. wWhut more could have been done in the way of werningg ,
fs bhard to see. Indeed, io not the frequeney, urgency, the very wording 4
of these warnings,. indicate in themselves that the Pearl Harbor attack as e
no surorise whdtever to the President? ik
¥hy, then were our forces taken unawares Jeecember 7, 1941% ‘pparently
simply becense a deen-rooted &nd traditional sence of overconfidence
insulated our yaeific Commenders from taking these warnings seriously.

4as Prime uinistesr Churchill ever admitted attempting to get the United
states into this War?



Yes, quite frankly -- after we were in. Why was it thst previously he ™
,g6id he wanted only the "to0l"? 1In ¥ebruary 1942, in & specch delivered -
vefore the rouse of commons in an effort to save his administration &t .
the time of the fall of Singsavore, tuis boast was rﬁhk from his - as o
.reported in the "ew York Times og rebriary l16. 1942..

When 1| survey and ceompute the power of the United States cnd its vast
rasources and feel thst they are now in it with us, with the ¥ritish
Gommonwealth of nations all together, however long it lasts, till death
or vietor7y, ! csnnot helieve that there is any other fact in the whole
world whiclh ean compare with that. <his is what 1 have dreamed of, aimed
at, and worked for, and now it has come to puss.

A blunt acknowledgement, sufely.

qas either Mr. Churchill or Jir. .{0osevelt sver scknowledged that'tH&‘
Atlantic con“erence was 'the speeific occasion of their efforts to et
the United States into the wer by embroiling us with Japan?

21t ig hard to see what else the following admission from Mr. Churehill's
speech in rarliamong, Jamary 28, 1942 -- a8 reported in the Mew York 7Times
of that date, pnage - can he calleds:

: It has been the policy of the Cabinet at almost &ll cost to svoid
enhroilment with Japsn until we were sure that the United States would also
he -enzaged. : ~ S
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On tha other hand, the probability sinice the stlantie Conferencey:
which ! diseunssed these mat’ers with President Roosevelt, that “United = |
States, even if not herself attacked, would come into the war in the far i
sast and thus make the finsl victory aceured, sec.ed to sllay some of these
anxieties, and that expectution has not been falsified by the events.

“his would seem to indicate that not only did rresident ioosevelt accede

to churenill's pnrescure to gend an ultimatum to, and inmpose sanctions upon, .
Japan but made = blanket commitment to bring America into the wer even if
Japan did not adtack. :

very curious piece of evidence appeared in the Baturday Kvening Post of
vetober 10, 1942 page 9, in an sarticle by Lt. Clarence . Dieckinson, |
United :tates navy, entitled "I fly for vengesnce.” Lieutenant Dickinson 4
relates—-

On this eruise we had sailed from rearl Harhor on November 28.1941‘
: Under absolute war order. vice Admiral Vim. ¥. Hslsey, JT., !
the commander of the aircraft battle foree, had given instructions that

the céerecy of our miscion was to be protectsd at all costs. e were to

8hoot down snvthing we saw in the sky and to bomb anything we see on the

get. In that way, there could be no lesk to the Japs.

Could such orders have been 1ésucd by vice .idmiral Halsey excent by _ 4
specific direetion from the Commander in Ohief, 'namely, the President of = =
the United Statess =

-



¢

" pE—— B
- - - = . .

In other word, if Lt. Dickinson's aecount is true, did not the Precident
at least nine duys before the Japanese attack weon Pearl Haerbor, with-

ont & deeclaration 2f war, authorize an identical attack upon the Jupanese-
elso without deelaration of war? = ‘ ;

Poday spproximetely 1,000,000 American boys ure fighting from three %o

eizht thoussnd miles away from home. The Aimeriesn people are willing to

gstrugzgle for the "four freecdoms™” but we realize that we must retuin them

st home if we are Zoiugz to give them to Obhers. #xercising our traditionsl

rizht of free speech and free ingquiry, we are going to continume to asik and i

to seer sn:.wers to 21l guestion as they &arice. ‘

dhen “resident Hoosevelt had co persistently redfused to enforce the Neutrasle °
ity Aet against Japan when bghltg%opnion definitely demanded it, why did

he so suddenly change his poliey at the itlantioe conference? B
i year ago, one of my congressional colleagues, having observegd for months é
the asdroitness with which President xoosevelt had brought us ever closer %

$o0 the brink of wer in the Atlantic only to be continually frustrated in

the finsl step by s reluctsnt Congress, seeing f2te precent the rresident

on Deceaber 7, 1941, with a magnificent moral eategorical, right out of -

the hlwe -- a cause h1}11 beyond all criticisn- #

sat was it luok?
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