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The National Teacher Examinations

Score Interpretation Leaflet for Candidates

(School and college officials should refer to the Special Notice on the next page.)

Enclosed is a report of your scores on the National
Teacher Examinations that you took on the date
printed on the report. Copies are also being sent to
the school systems and colleges that you named to
receive your scores. Educational Testing Service
cannot furnish information about the regulations of
individual school systems or colleges with respect
to the NTE. Questions regarding qualifying or pass-
ing scores, or eligibility rules, can be answered only
by the proper school and college authorities.

Scores on each of the tests in the Common Exami-
nations range approximately from 30 to 90; on each
of the Teaching Area Examinations from 300 to 900.
Advisory Part Scores can range from 3 to 9. Prac-
tically all combined scores fall in the following
ranges: Professional Education Subtotal, 117-351;
General Education Subtotal, 183-549; Weighted
Common Examinations Total 300-900; and Com-
posite NTE, 600-1800. Scores outside these ranges
occur very rarely.

An example of the method used to compute var-
ious combined scores (Subtotal, Total, and Composite
Score) is given in the box (below).

Tables 1-4 in this leaflet permit you to determine
in several ways how your scores rank you among
groups of college seniors that have taken the NTE
for the first time. If your exact score does not
appear in a table, you can estimate your rank by
finding the percentile rank for the listed score closest
to yours. (You can make a more precise estimate if
you are familiar with the process of interpolation,
but such precision is rarely meaningful.)

Table 1 will tell you how your scores on the
Common Examinations rank you in relation to a
sample of 10,870 college seniors. If, for example,
your Professional Education Test Score is 63, the cor-
responding percentile rank is 60. This means that
you scored higher than approximately 60 percent
of the norms group, and that about 40 percent of
the group achieved scores equal to or higher than
yours. (Similar interpretations can be made for
other scores and their corresponding percentile
ranks.)

As a further example, assume that you obtained
a Weighted Common Examinations Total Score of
661. Table 1 shows that your score corresponds to

Test
Professional Education

Written English Expression
Social Studies, Literature, and Fine Arts
Science and Mathematics

General Education Subtotal (Rounded)

Teaching Area Examination Score
Composite NTE Score (499 + 530)

Sample Score Computation

Professional Education Subtotal (Rounded)

Weighted Common Examinations Total Score (199 + 300)

Score x Weight = Wtd. Score
Dl X 3.9 = 198.9
— — 199
B2 : x Tl = 57.2
48 x 25 = 120.0
49 % 25%E = 122.5
300

= 499

= 530

= 1029
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a percentile rank of 75 in the sample of 10,870
college seniors. Assume, too, that you took the
Teaching Area Examination in Art Education, the
field in which you are best prepared to teach. By
referring to Table 2, you can estimate your rank on
the Weighted Common Examinations Total Score in
relation to a sample of similarly prepared college
seniors. You will find in the Art Education column
that a Weighted Common Examinations Total Score
of 661 corresponds to a percentile rank of 85 in
the small group of 288 Art Education seniors.

Moreover, if you obtained a Teaching Area Exam-
ination Score of 629 in Art Education, you will find
in Table 3 that this score, located in the Art Educa-
tion column, has a corresponding percentile rank of
60 among the 288 Art Education seniors. Finally, by
referring to Table 4, you will see that your Com-
posite Score of 1290 (661 + 629), which is slightly
higher than the score of 1286 found in the Art
Education column, has a corresponding percentile
rank slightly greater than 75 among the 288 Art
Education seniors.

You can determine whether your scores are above
or below the average for the given samples of college

TABLE 1: Percentile Ranks on the Common Examinations

Based on a stratified sample of 10,870 college seniors tested for the first time in December
1965, March 1966, January 1967, and March 1967. The sample consists of seniors who

seniors by comparing your scores with the corre-
sponding 50th percentile scores in each of the tables.

" Here, “average” refers to the median rather than

the arithmetic mean of the seniors’ scores for each
group. If your scores are compared with the scores
of a different group of candidates (for example, all
candidates applying for a specific teaching position

<

in one school system), your relative standing in that
group may be quite different from your rank in the
groups of seniors on which the four tables are based.

An Advisory Part Score may indicate particular
strength or weakness in a specific field. Three part
scores are reported for the Professional Education
Test: Psychological Foundations of Education,

New Jersey 08540.

candidate was absent.

Special Notice to School and College Officials

This leaflet supplements the Prospectus for School and College Officials. School and college officials may
obtain copies of this publication by writing to: National Teacher Examinations, Box 911, Princeton,

“Absent or Scores Delayed” printed on a score report may mean that the candidate took the examina-
tions but some difficulty has delayed processing his answer sheet(s). When the difficulty is resolved, a
revised report will be issued. Failure to receive a-revised report within four weeks indicates that the

If a candidate’s scores on the tests deviate inexplicably from scores achieved at an earlier administra-
tion, or from the level anticipated by his college record, school and college officials receiving his scores
may request rescoring service or further identification of the candidate.

TABLE 2:

took the Common Examinations and a Teaching Area Examination in the field they

Percentile Ranks on the Weighted Common Examinations Total Score

Based on college seniors described in Table 1,
classified by Teaching Area Examination taken

Societal Foundations of Education, and Teaching
Principles and Practices. Two of the General Educa-
tion Tests yield four part scores: Social Studies,
Literature and Fine Arts; Science and Mathematics.
Comparative strength or weakness can usually be
inferred when your part scores differ by 3 or more
points. Differences of only 1 or 2 points may not
be meaningful.

Score boxes containing “x’s” indicate that part of
a test or an entire test was not taken. Thus, if
you attempted one of the tests in the Common
Examinations but did not answer any oi the ques-
tions that contribute to a part score, the box for
that Advisory Part Score will have an “x”. Further,
if you omitted all questions in one of the tests in
the Common Examinations, “xx” is reported for
that test, “x” is reported for each Advisory Part
Score derived from it, if any, “xxx” is reported for
both the Weighted Subtotal involving that test and
the Weighted Common Examinations Total, and
“xxxx” is reported for the Composite NTE Score. A
Composite NTE Score is reported only if you took
all four of the Common Examinations and a Teach-
ing Area Examination on the same day.

TABLE 3: Percentile Ranks on the Teaching Area Examinations

Based on college seniors described in Table 1,
classified by Teaching Area Examination taken
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TABLE 4: Percentile Ranks on the NTE Composite Scores

Based on college seniors described in Table I, classified by Teaching Area Examination taken
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TABLE 5: Regional Distribution of Norms Sample Defined in Table 1
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