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~-~ INTRODUCTION =--

Too often today, Japanese-Americans receive the brunt of our
deepest prejudices. Not only do they belong to a different race,
but they are related to (but not a part of) our sworn enemies. Je
need to curb our war hatred and take stock of ourselves in the
light of r=ason, We need to remind ourselves that America stands
for freedom and equal opportunity -- regardless of creed or race,

first of all, we must keep in mind the line of demarcation at
the 180th meridian: to the westward lie the imperial Japanese
army and navy (or parts thereof); to the eastward are scattered
the Japanese-Americans who make up about 1/100 per cent of our
United States population. These are two entirely different groups;
wlth different customs, different loyalties, I make no bricf for
the Japanese military; nor would I speak for the mass of Japanese
people, not having visited their island empire during the war
regime., My plea is for justice to those americans among us with
Japanese faces, most of whom have lived here all their lives, who
are United States citizens by birth -- or who would be citizens,
if permitted.

I think we need not concern ourselves with the 1oyalty of our
returning Japanese. They have been more thoroughly "screened" than
any other group in United States history. The F, B, I,, the
W, R, 4,, and other government agencics have had months -- yes,
years -- in which to test their behavior and allegilance under most
trying circumstances, in the internment and relocation camps. We
may safely assume that by this time they have weeded out all those
most likely to endanger the safety of the United States. Such
being thc case, should we not give those who have survived the
test a "break" -- a chance for Amecrican freedom and equality?

Mcre words -~ generalizations -- may lcave us colds Human
contacts -- personal friendships -- can be warm and convineing,
For this reason, I have made it a point to see and 4“now many of the
returning Japanese and I have used many of them as somewhat typi-
cal examples to support points in my outline of subject-matter, I
would suggest that teachers and students follow a similar plan;
that is, rccall some of the Nisei you have known, and try to got
acouaintcd with others. When you once get past thuir customary
reserve, I think you will be amply repaid for your cfforts.

This unit of work is, I am well aware, much too voluminous to
use in its entirety. Teachers should, of course, sclect only the
portions most useful for their purposc. My idea in being so

. lengthy has been to help the tcacher acquire a back-ground of in-

formation which is not yet readily available. As additional help,
any tcachcr in the Portland area is welcome to the use of my

. scrapbook of clippings on the Japancse-Amcricans,



CREATED FREE AND EQUAL?

4 Unit on Japanese-imericans

OBJECTIVES

-

To understand the contributions made by the Japanese-imericans
to the citizenship amd culture of Oregon

II To learn something about the history of the Japanese in Oregon:
their difficulties in adjusting themselves to American ways of
living and in trying to find economic security

IITI To discover the causes for prejudice against the Japanese-
Amerlcans

IV To appreciate the fact that Japanese-americans, when given the
opportunity, can become good American citlzens

"V To appreciate the part played by the Nisel in the present war

VI To understand the effects of the upheaval in the lives of the
Japanese-americans caused by the mass evacuation of 1942

VII To understand some of the present problems facing the Japanese-
Americans 1n Oregon

POSSIBLE METHODS OF APPROACH

I Tell the story of the achievements of the 100th Fighting Bat-
talion or of the 442nd Division -- "most decorated" unit in the
United States Army

II Tell the story of Ben Kuroki, U, S, flight hero of Japanese an-
cestry...{see pamohlet of his own story in collection from JRA
office)...or of some fighting Nisei of Portland, or of Oregon

IIT Introduce to the class a returned Niseil soldier in uniform (with
medals) as guest speaker

QUTLINE OF THE SURJECT MATTER

(Cn the Japanese-imericans in Oregon)
I Japanese-Americans in the present war

A. The 100th Infantry - THE PURPLL HEART BATTALION
1. Largely Japanese-americans from -Hawaiil
a, "Trained like demons" to avenge loss of friends and

relatives at Pearl Harbor
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2. Iajor role in the Italian Campaign - 1943-44

a. Landing at Salerno

b, Three crossings of the Volturno

c, Launching the first infantry attack on Cassino

d, Leading the way into Livorno
« w«ward of Distingulshed Unit Citation (along with the
42nd) by General Mark Clark, July 17, 1944

(See Quotation A in APPENDIX II - :anel of Quotations)

4, U, 3. War Department designation as "most decorated unit
in the entire army.," By March, 1945
a, 1547 Purple Hearts
(1) Casualtles amounting to two-thirds of the battalion
b, 21 Distinguished Service Crosses
Coe 7 Soldier's Medals
de 6 Leglons of Merit
e, 73 Silver Stars -
f. 96 Bronze Stars
S. 16 Division Citations
h, 2 awards from the Itazlian government
1, dar Department Distinguished Unit Citation
The speclal 442nd Combat Tecam
l, Motto: "Go for broke" (3lang in Hawaii for "go all out")
2e Fighting organlzation only since April, 1943
e Recrults from Japanese-American volunteers
a, First chance of Nisel in relocation camps to enlist
b. Response immediate and large
(1) Over 19,000 altogether in service today (1945)
(2) Four Sakura brothers from Minidoka
(a) Special message of congratulation to mother from
Secretary of War Stimson
(3) Four Asai brothers from Hood River
4, Training at Camp Shelby, liississippl
(Example: George Komachi of Lincoln High, also Roy Komachi)

NOTE: Tresc figures as of
Spring, 1945

(See Appendix - Notes 1 and 2)

5« Unlt 1in actlion overseas (The 100th Battallon was official-
ly incorporated with the 442nd in June, 1944)
a, Intense front-line fighting in Italy
(1) Many deaths
(Example : Stanley 0Oba, See Appendix - Note 3)
(2) Field promotions to several Oregon Nisel
(Examples Jimmy Kanaya., See Appendlx - Note 4
Bill Oda. Sce aAppendix - Note 5
Masami Yoshinari, See Appendix - Note G)
b, Valiant fighting with the Seventh Army on Western front
(1) Leading role in the rescue of THE LOST BATTALION
(2) Important part in the invasion of Germany - by land
and by air
(Example: Flight surgeon K. Makadate of Oregon.
See Appendix - Note 7)



6, Tribute of Lt, Colonel Virgil R, Miller, executive officer
of the 442nd: "They're the best outfit in the U, S. irmy."
Nisel in the Paciflc
l. Several thousands in fighting units: soldiers, inter-
preters, intelligence agents
a., Active participants in every major Pacific engagement
from Attu to Oklnawa
(See quotation B in appendix from an important military
of ficer in the South Pacific) |
b. Active role in the Burma theater - especially in
Merrill's Marauders
Japanese-Americans indispensable as instructors of
l. Judo tactics
2. Japanese language
(Examples from Oregon: ,
James Shiozakl, ©See &ppendix - Note B
FM1ji Maehara. See Appendix - Note 9
Masaakl Fujihara. See Apvendix - Note 10)
Nisel girls as nurses and WAC's
(Examples from Oregon:
Grace Kumazawa Gilese. See Appendix - Note 11
Frances Kumazawa. See Appendix - Note 12)
Work of the Japanese-dmerican civilians for victory
l+. Ordnance and munitions depots
a, Tooele, Sioux, etc,
2. Jar construction
(Example: 90% of carpenters in Hawaii, Japanese) .
S5e Jeaving camouflage nets at relocation centers
4, Defense 1ndustries in Chicago, Detroit, Buffalo, Denver,etc,
5. Harvesting crops
a, Farmers or farm workers
bs Cotton-pickers in the Southwest
c. Sugar-beet workers in the Northwest
de Cannery workers and food processers
€. Government jobs
a. After passing rigid tests by F.B.I., army and navy In-
telligence, W,R.A. and Civil Service Commission
(1) No discharge of any Japanese-American for
dereliction of duty
(2) No discharge for disloyalty
Generous support of the war by Japanese-Americans
1, Heavy purchase of war bonds, blood donations, support of
dled Cross, etc, at
a, HRelocation centers
b, Japanese-American training camps
(Example: Purchase of {100,000 of war bonds at Camp
Shelby on Pearl Harbor day)

II Characteristics of the Japanese-American

A,

Pride of Race or Nation -- leritage of Japan
1, An insular people: their culture "integrated like a
mosaic." -~ Carey liciilliams
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2, Belief that the nation or group more important than the
individual

Sense of orderliness and cleanliness

1. Fondness for organization; mechanical patterns
2. Personal cleanlliness -- daily bath

Iireless industry and thrift

l. Good financial risk

(See examples from Hood River below)

2, OSelf-made orchardlsts

a, The T, Sato family...Ray Sato., (See Appendix Notes 13-14)"

be K., Noji., (See Appendix - Note 15)
ce N, Hamada, (See Appendix - Note 16)
de D. Watanabe, (See Appendix - Note 17)
3kill in agriculture
1, Great love of growing things -=-
a. o4xpert gardeners
b, Experimental seed farm near Mt. “ngel
2s Sclentific knowledge of Intensive cultivation
3« Sclentiflc knowledge of solls and the treatment of them
4, FPlonsers in the production of many and new crops on
Paciflc coast
5. HReclamation of vast areas, especially cut-over lands of
Northwest .
(See Appendix = Wuotation C)
Observance of the law
l. Very few crimes
2e Almost no gamblling nor drunkenness
(See Appendix - GQuotatlion D)
Unusual courtesy
« As a rule, children quiet, obedlent
« Calmness and self-control typical of Japanese
a, No oaths in the Japanese language
. Ohow of respect, especlally to elders
Love of family
. o cases of relief
a, Lxpectatlon of looklng after.their own dependents, the
gick and aged )
2. Indulgence of children almost excessilve
5. No sacrifice too great for them
Eagerness for education
1. Testimony of many teachers that Japanese-American students
consclentious, Intelligent, cooperative
(See Appendix - Quotation E)
2. High percentage of college graduates
2+ Many Oregon Nisel successful in the professions, Examples:
a. Optometry: Newton Uyesugi. See Appendix - Note 13
b. Medicine: John Uchiyama. See Appendix - Note 19
Eddle Uyesugl. See Appendix - Note 20
Abe Oyamada. See Appendix - Note 21
¢, Soclology: Reiko Ozumana, See Appendix ~ Note 22
d. Music: Masuko Tsubota. See Appendix - Note 23
e. Teaching: Rose Niguma, See Appendix - Note 24
f. Social Pervice: Frances Maeda. See Appendix - Note 25

1
2
5]
1



ge. Nursing: Maye Konno, JSee appnendix - Note 26

4, Many Oregon Nisel successful in business offices. Examples:
2, Mary Ogawa, See Appendix - Note 27
b, Miyo Tsubol, See Appendix - lote 28
c. Jeanne Konno., 23ee Appendix - Note 29
I, Love of beauty
. Creative conceptions (not just copylsts)
. Skill in landscape gardening
« Techniques of flower arrangement
. Talent in arts and handcrafts
a, Handskills: carving, sketching, palnting, sewinsg,
cookery, etc,
(1) Hiroshige prints world famous
(2) Block print methods intricate
J. Relliglous devotion
1., Buddhists
a, Modification of oriental doctrine by U, S, Christian
influences
b, Decline in numbers
(1) Devotees mostly elderly
(2) Indifference of Nisel due to traditional doctrires
2. Shintoists
2, No special emphasis on cmperor worship in early
Shintoists -~- See Appendix - wuotation F
b, Militant Shintoism of recent date
(1) Emphasis on divinity of emperor during last twenty
or thirty years :
(2) A tool used by the military leaders
3¢ Christians
a, Numbers of Christian Niseil increasing
(1) In Oregon 3%% of the Japanese Christians
(2) In Oregon only 22% of non-Japanese, Christian
b, Portland Japanese i, E., Church
(1) Great influence on Portland Japanese
(a) Founded 52 years ago
11. First pastor: T. Kawabe in 1893
(b) Ordination of several members as M, E, ministers
(2) Ben Maeda active member for forty six years
(a) RETURNEE to Portland
(b) Father of two sons in the service
(c) Father of Frances Maeda
(Refer to Appendix - Note 25)
ce Inspired leadership of young pastor at Hood River,
Mr, Isaac Inouye
(1) Recreational center for young people
"The bilg 1dea of this youth movement 1s to teach they
are Americans and to eliminate ideas of dual
nationality.," - Hood River Glacler, Nov, 8, 1928-

1
(%
4

III Problem of integration into #merican 1life. Can the Nisel fit
into the #Amerilcan cultural pattern? ’
(See Appendix - Quotations G, H, and I)



A, Physical improvement in Nisel over Issel
l, Taller, larger, heavier physiques
a, Better dilet
b, Freer life
2e Lengthening of limbs
5« Improved shape of mouth
2, - Better dental care
b, More scientific personal hygiene
B, Cultural adjustment of Nisei almost complete
ls Undesirable culture ties broken
2e Dasy adoptlion of American customs
3. Command of fluent English

4, Nisel now leaders of the family rather than their parents,
the Issel ,

S5e¢ Nisel real participants in Zmerican life -- where permitted
to do so

(See appendix for many examples of Nisel participation in
smerican 1life,)

IV History of the Japanes e 1in Oregon 1834 - 1942

A, Arrival of three Japanese survivors from wreck of junk on
Cape Flattery, 1834 :
(See story in Appendix - Note 30)
la Significant outcome: Ranald McDonald's famous mission to
Japan in 1042
a. Oregon-born Ranald llcDonald FIRST TEACHER OF ENGLISH in
JLPAN - 1842
(See story in Appendix - Note 31)
B, First Japanese settler in Oregon - 1861, See story by
George H, Hines, Oregon historian
(See 4Appendix -~ Note 32)
Ce First Japanese woman settler in Oregon - 1880
(See Appendix - Note 33)
D, IEarly period of settlement up to 192C: Japanese ~- laborers
and tenants
1., Importation of Japanese railway workers -~ 1890-1906(?)
2s lovement toward the land and business enterprise -
1906-192C '
a, Strawberry culture near Russellville by Japanese tenants
(See Appendix - Quotation J) .
t. Many Japanese owners of lodging houses and small hotels
(1) About 90% of Portland Japanese in this business
(2) Heavy tax-payers
ce 4Arrival of "picture brides" - 1910-1920
(1) Establishment of permanent homes
(2) Growth of families
E, Increase of hostility during period of growth - 1920-1941
1, Peak of Japanese population ~ 1930
ae Almost 5030 -- 1800 in Portland
b. Population increase small after 1920
ce People in staid agricultural settlements
(L) No great body of floating wage earners
(2) No gold rushers
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d. PBeglnning of integration into home communitles
(See Appendlx - Guotation XK)
tresham Area in 1920
. Many Japanese tenants on berry farms and in truck
gardens
(1) Verv llttle opposition
(2) Acceptance as part of community
Toledo Affalr - 1925
a, Importation of Japanese by mill to work on "green
chain" -- Caucasians unwilling to do work
b, lass meeting, resulting in forcible ousting of Japanese
c, International repercusslons
(1) Japanese government alert to protect her subjects
(See Appendix - Quotation L)
The Hood River Valley - 1920-1940
a, Population in 1920: 362 Japanese
(1) Not in colonies; families scattered through valley
(2) Ownership by 70 Japanese farmers of two per cent of
tlllable soll
{a) Years of incessant toll for succegsful cultivation
(b) Stooping, arduous labor not agreeable to Caucasians
be World War I Period and Lftermath - 19158-1923 [(App-TJuote M
(1) Strawberries $4,00 crate - apples also very high
(2) Rise in Japanese standard of living
(b) Purchase of more land by Japanese .
(2) Growth of Anti-Japanese sentiment
(a) Formation of ianti-ilien League at Hood River-1918
(See Apoendix - wuotation N) :
(b) Active leadership of #merican Leglon post by
Captain George #Wilbur, Hood River attorney
14, Adoptilon of _is anti-Japanese program by, the
national convention of the American Legion,
Minneapolis, 1919
Attitude of newspapers
2, Hood River
{1) Falr attitude on the whole, unlike California's papers
be Portland
(1) Also usually failr attitude
(a) Condemnation of Toledo affair by all Portland
papers, including "The Oregon Voter'
Opposition legalized: +snti-Alien Land Laws of Oregon-1923
ae Causes of hostility in Oregon
(1) Influence of California's YELLOW PERIL scare (fostered
by Hearst newspapers)
(2) Economic competition
.(a) Fewer settlers in Oregon - less hostility here
(3) Criticism of aggressive conduct of Japanese officlals
in China, Korea, Siberia, at.close of World #War I
be Agitation in Oregon for Japanese Exclusion--1921-1923
(1) Bill in legislature by Barge Leonard, Portland
attorney - 1921
(a) "Why not fight Japan now?" he demanded
(b) Ignoring of request by Senator lcNary to drop
the bill

a



] (e

(c) Opposition to bill by Chamber of Commerce
11, Need to preserve trade with Orient
2l, 1lNeed to preserve good international relations
wlth Japan
(d) Passage of measure in House, defeat in state Senate
(2) liessage to Legislature by Governor Walter Pierce,
asking Anti-Japanese legislation - 1923
(Z) American Legion active
(4) Ku XKlux Klan active
c, Provislon of Oregon 4lien Land Law of 1923 denying the
right to own real property to all aliens inellgible for
citlzenship
(1) TITLE 61, Chapters 101 and 102, Oregon Civil Code,also
(2) TITLE &, Chapter 350 of Federal Code, Limitation of
citizenship %o
(a) illens being free whites and
(b) Altlens being of African descent
7+ Spread of Opposition through the nation - 1924-1941
as Passage by the U, S, Congress of the Japanese L[xclusion
Law - 1024
(1) Insult to Japan's racial pride
(2) Encouragement to Japan'!s military and naval lords
F. Aftermath of Pearl Harbor, Yec, 7, 1941, to lMarch 27, 1942
ls FBI dragnet around 2000 Japanese aliens within two days
after Pearl Harbor
a. Detention of these suspliclous aliens to the present time
QUESTION: wWould this round-up of suspects have been
sufficient for our safety?
2. Tragic blow to citiz ens of Japanese ancestry
a, Resort to plastic surgoery by one Nisei. "I was so
ashamed of my racial identity," he said.
b, Boycott of Japaness tusiness houses; "slow paralysis in
once prosperoug Japanese communities,"
. Conditioning of the nublic to hate "Japs" during campailgn
on Bataan _ '
a, Cartoon stereotype of "Jap": buck-toothed, besvectacled,
treacherous, dog-like or monkey-like figure
b, Faillure to distinguish “etween enemy s oldlers and loyal
Japenese-Americans, "4 Jap's a Jap,"
4, rerlod of voluntary departure from west coast military areas
February 19 to March 27, 1942
a. A fallure because of hostile attitude of inter-mountaln
states
b, Xvacuees the victims of unpleasant incidents

(2]

ce Us 5, "freezing" order, March 27, 1942

(W}

V Period of evacuation, segregation, and relocation -- Ilarch, 1942
-=- January, 1945

A, Internment of Oregon Japanese, March, 1942 to June 8, 1942
1, Portland assembly center, the pavilion of the PACIFIC
LIVESTOCK EXPOSITION .

a. Intense crowding
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G,

D.
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b, Heat almost unbearable during July

Barbed-wlre fence enclosure, guarded by armed U, S, soldiers
Economlc losses of Japanese incalculably high

2, Arrangement for leases too hasty

b. Arrangement for sales toco hasty

llass evacuation to relocation centers: TIME LIMIT: Junec,
1942 to November, 1942

1.

2.

Citizens as well as allens
a, The only exceptions, people in hospitals
(Example: TFumle Sakano, See Appendix - Note 34)
b, Curt denial of the request by WRA to have 12 to 15
Japanese children admitted to Oregon School for the Dzaf
I'ost Oregon evacuees to Hunt, Idaho
a, Minldoka, "the cream of the lot" -- Carey Mcwilliams
(l) Evacuees from Oregon better adjusted
(a) No LITTLE TOKYOS3
(b) Better integration into home communities than in
California
b, Dusty, desert site; very cold in winter, very hot in
summer
ce. Barrack-llke huts of uniform style
(See Appendix - «uotation 0, for description by
Albert W, Palmer)
Educational facilities inadequate

d.
(See Appendix - Note 35, for comment by Charles Hoover Uyeda)
(

e Food of poor quality

See Appendix - Note 26, for comment of Mary Saikl)

f. Maximum pay for evacuee labor in camp $19.00 per month
-- either skilled or unskilled; manual or professional

Question of constitutionality of the evacuation

(See Appendix - Quotations P, Q, R and 3)

Some 111 effects on the evacuees of the relocation

1.

Psychic and emotional shock, especially to the naturally

timid and sensitive

2e
Se

4e

o
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Loss of faith 1n themselves and in the country
Stigma of suspicion galling
ae Aggravation by the ever-present guard with the gun
be Occasional strikes, overt riots’
Laclz of privacy
a, uarters crowded
b, Communal mess halls
Family disintegration -- no home 1life
2, LCss of parental authority over children
(1) Attempts at discipline a neighborhood event
(2) Juvenile gangs: the picking up of bad behavior from
all kinds of people
b. Frequent detention of husband and father by the
authorities
c. Assumption of new responsibilities by the Nisel children
Isolation from the outside world ~-
a, Complete detachment
b, Loss of interest in current problems
Loss of initlative and the will to succeed
&o Increase of timidity, caution, race-consciousness
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bs Increase 1n sense of dependence on the government to
support the evacuees (especilally true of some elderly Isseti)

E. The turn of the tide; the beginning of escape
1,

Formation of the Japanese-American Student Relocation

Council (not officlal, but had the sanction of the #War Dept.)

Se

a, Office in San Francisco
b, Collection of personal and academic data
c, Acceptance of Japanese~aAmerican students by 281 colleges
In 38 states by August, 1943
(See Appendix - Guotation T)
Result of national demand for workers in war production
a., Release of 10,300 Nisel to work in sugar beet fields
and in other crops
(1) No report of any single disloyal act
(See Appendix - Quotation U)
b. Policy of W R Af and the Department of Justice (July '42)
to permit Japanese-Americans who had never lived or studied
In Japan to leave for permanent resettlement. Provislons:
(1) No settlement in militery zones along coast
(2) Nothing in evacuee'!s record to indicate he would
constitute a menace to socliety or the safety of the U,S,
(3) Assurance of place to go and means of support
(4) Assurance that nis presence in the community would
not cause disturbance
(5) Promise to keep W R A 1informed of whereabouts
Release of thousands of Nlseil from relocatlon camps to

serve in the armed forces - April, 1943 to the present
(For the story of their contribution to the war, see Point
I of this outline,.)

4,

Permission by U, S, Government for loyal Japanese to leave

centers, December 1/, 1944

a, N longer a "military necessity" to hold them in camps

b, Retention at Tule Lake of Japanese who had not sworn

allegiance to the U, S,
(1) Failure of many of the Tule Lake zroup to take the
oath of allegliance due to
(a) Family loyalty
(b) Bitterness at treatment given them
(c) Fear of leaving the shelter of the camp
Ce Slow return to the western coast
(1) Timidity -- fear of hostility
(3ee Appendix - Note 37 - for story of T. Yamada)
(2) Resettlement elsewhere already effected
(a) Dispersal through middle and eastern states
(b) Resettlement of 1200 Japanese-americans in
Cleveland, Ohio, alone
(3) Return to Multnomah County during first five months
of only ten families out of 2,390 persons evacuated
(4) Return to Hood River of only about 15 or 20 families
to date
(5) Minidoka, nevertheless, the leader in speed of re-
settlement
(a) The returnees in Oregon the highest of the three
Pacific states
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11. Return of one-third of original evacuees
21. More assurance here of a welcome

VI Problems of the returning Japanese-Americans 1in Oregon

A. Elimination of widespread myths and prejudices against
Japancse-samericans
(See pamphlet on "MYTHS and F.iCTS on JAPANESE-ALERICANS"
issued by the Dep't. of Interior and @ R A)
1. Dual citizenship NOT universal among Americans of Japanese
ancestry
a., Renunciation of Japanese citlzenship by two-thirds of
Nisel by 1943
b. Increase of renunciations with the defeat of Japan
c. Japansse-American Citizens'! League (largest group of
organized Hisel) on record zgainst dual cltizenship
(1) Very active branch in Portland
(See Appendlx - Guotation V)
2. Shintoism and emperor worship NOT prevalent among Japanese-
Americans
3. Japanese language schools NOT instrumental in undermining
Nisci loyalty to the United Stutes
a, Many former students of these schools now.our inter-
preters and teachers of the Japanese language
b, Attendance never large
c., Students already weary from nrevious attendance at
american school
d, Oriental culture too "nld-fashioned" and remote to
appeal to Niseil
4, Japanese-Americans NOT guility of sabotage at Pearl Harbor
and in Hawall -- (See 4appendix - Quotations W,X and ¥)
5. The Japanese-American birthrate NOT higher than that of
other Americans
o, Steady decrease of Japanese-American births since 1920
b. Their birthrate during past decade insufficient to
balance mortality and emigration., -- Tolan report
5, 'The standard of 1living of Japanese workers NOT lower than
that of other workers -- except in case of suppression and
discrimination
a. 3teadily better incomes, better homes and opportunities
for children than formerly
b, "The living standard of any people, regardless of race
or ancestry, 1s determined in o large measure Dy thelr
opportunities to make & decent 1iving' -- Report of Tolan
Committee
B, Meecting the provisions »f the reinforced Alien Land Law
passed by Oregon Leglslature, 1945
1., Reiteration of law of 1923 prohibiting ownership of land
by persons inellgible to citizenship
2, FProviding for penalties against persons who sell, lease,
or otherwise permit persons inclligible to citi?enshin to ac-
quire a beneficial interest in agricultural lands, or a bene-
ficial interest in the products thereof
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3. Question of its constitionality
a, No test case -- as yet
C. Facing the forces of organized prejudice
1. The Gresham Area
n, Forces working FOR Japanese exclusion
(1) Organization of the Orcgon Property Owners! Protective
Leogue (now knowrn as the Japaness Exclusion Leaguc)
(a) Alring of grievances against Japanese at mass
meeting, Gresham Union High, Feb. 8, 1945 -- Lxamples
of charges:
11, Allegiance of all Japanese-Americans to Japan;
not to U. S,
21, Impossibillity of understanding Japanesc-
Amcricans., Surface courtesy always covering for
dark malilce
31, Birthrate exccssive
41. Evasion of Alien Land Laws by buying land in
name of children
51, Impossibility »f assimilation
(b) Program of the League '
1k, Lobbylng for passage of laws excluding all
Japanesc from citizenship, permznent residencc
or ownership of property, and providing for de-
portation of all Japanese safter the war
21, Demand for careful enforcement of Alien Land
Law of 1923 '
(¢) Incorporaztion as a non-profit organization
11, Claim of 1500 members
ol, Initistion »w10.00 ~- dues 1,00 per month
31, officers and leaders: President - Dale Bergh -
farmer) Treasurer - Ralph Hananj;
ecretary - C., G. 3chneider (attorney)
(NOTE: For summary of author'!s interview with
Mr, Schneider, see Appendix - Note 38)
(d) Second mass mecting of the Japanese Exclusion
League, March 13, 1945, at Gresham
(For some notes on this meeting, see Appendix -
Note 39)
Speakers:
11, Warren Erwin, member of Legislature
2+, A U, S, Marine, Pattée, from the South Pacific,
since reprimanded by the Merine Corps for misusing
his uniform (according to report)
31, Mr, Crandell, Seattle attorney
41, Mr, A, E, McCroskey, friend of Arthur J,
Ritchie, Seattle, "promoters" and managers of the
" League and its trcasury '
(See summary of story in TIME, April 16, 1945, on
R 1tchie, McCroskey, Hanan, etc, in Appendix -
Note 40§
b, Forces working AGAINST Japanecsc Exclusion
(1) Mass meeting of Gresham citlzens to protest activities
of the Japancse Exclusion League, March 15, 1945

{
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(a) Call for "sane thinking and the true American
attitude in meeting the government directives per-
mitting return to the west coast of persons of
Japanese ancestry,"
(b) Presiding officer: The Reverend John Magoon of
Gresham Baptist Church. (3ee Appendix - Note 41)
(c) Speakers: , ,
11, Ex~governor Charles A, Sprague
Reminder that all returning Japanese carefully
"sereened" by U, S, army, that Japanese popula- _
tion 1in simerica still shrinking, that no act of -
Japanese sabotage on record
2l, E, B, NMcNaughton, president of First National
Bank, Portland
Discugsion of scapegoat minorities...danger of
whipping up fires of prejudilce
31, Norman C. Colcmezn, ex-president of Reed
College, now at Lewis and Clark College
Assimilability of the Japanese
(For news clippings on the Gresham story, see
B, Stevens! scrapbook;
ce Community feeling in the Gresham-Fairview Arca 1n
July, 1945 (based on several interviews)
(1) Apparent coollng-off of first wave of prejudice
(2) Growing suspiclon that the Japanese Exclusion
League, with its high initiation fees and dues, may
prove to be a "racket"
2. The Hood River area )
2. Forces working FOR Japanese =xclusion
(1) Erasure of fifteen names of Nisei fightling in armed
forces from Hood River Honor Roll by imerican Legilon
Post - December, 1944
(2) Placards refusing Japanese trade still in some
business houses, though hostility less active now
(3) Difficulty of securing professional services,
For example:
(a) Outright refusal of one Hood River dentist to
treat Japanese patlents
(b) Other dentlsts "tco busy"
(4) Anti-Japanese sentiment in high places ,
(a) Mayor Joe Meyer of Hood River: "90% of us want
them out!"
(See Appendix - Note 42~-for author's interview
of Mayor Meyer) )
(b) Jess Eddington, president of the Hood River
American Legion
(4) Some leaders "luke-warm'~-"on the fence"
11, %r, and Mrs. Jilbur anderson, county school
superintendent and bis wife
(See Lppendix - Note 43)
(5) Evidence of hostility against Japanese orchardists
in Hood River
(a) At first, threat of strike by some warehouse
workers 1f requlred to handle Japanese produce
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11, Necessity of Japanese to hire outside trucks
to carry goods to warehouse
21, Present status: Consent of workers to handle
oroduce, 1f Japanese unload trucks outside door
(Author's note: I am told they do not make a
practice of unloading any trucks, so perhaps
this is a "face-saving" concsession,)

(See 4ppendix = Note 44 - for comment by P. C,
Newlom, treasurer of HOOD RIVER Ap»Hle Growers!
Assoclation)

b, Forces working AGAINST Japanese bxclusion
(1) Organilzation of the Hood River County League for
Liberty and Justice (about May 18, 1945)

(For information on this league and one of its orsan-

lzers, Mrs., Max L, loore, see Appendix - Note 45)
(2) Pressure of public opinion

(a) Hundreds of letters of protest against removal of
Nisei names from Honor Roll by imerican Legion,

Hood River Post: lIewspaper columnists, radio com-
mentators, clergymen, cnd John Uitizen from all over
the nation '

(b) More than 200 letters from service men in the
Pacific to THE HOOD RIVER NEWS,.,...only ome letter
approving removal of names, according to the editor,
Hugh Ball : '

(c) Importunity by national commander of American
Legion to Hood River Post
(d) Threat of investication and possible expulsion
from the national organizatlon, RESULT: Restoration
of the Japanese names to the Hood River Honor Roll =-
March 6, 1945

3. The Tigard-Sherwood 4rea
a. Forces workling FOR Japanese gxcluslon
(1) Call for mass meeting at Sherwood for #pril 28, 1945
by leaders of Yresham Japanese Exclusion League

(a) Special letters of invitatlon to farmers leasing
former Japanese farms in "Onion Flats"

(b) Interest whipped up by door prizes, horror
plctures, a crippled and obviously shell-shocked
Mlarine in uniform from the Pacific Area N

(For an account of this mass meeting at “herwocd,
see Appendix - lote 46)
o, Forces working AGAINST Japanese exclusion
(1) Appe arance of opposition at mass meeting, called at
Tigard by Japanese Zxclusion League, iay 2, 1945
(a) Leadership by a group of Tigard High School
students led by the Reverend L, E., Guderian of the
M, %. Church
1+, Distribution by students of literature in front
of meeting place, warning citizenry against pro-
paganda of the League
(See samples of this literature in scrap book)

2l,  Demand by students during the meeting to hear
both sides refused by League leaders
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Lxodus of over half the audlence
(See Apvendix - Note 47 - for account of Tigard
meetlnp)

(2) "FOLLOW UP" meeting one week later by Tigzard citizens
to clear up facts and thwart spread of npropaganda by
the Exclusion League

(a) Speakers: Dr, Blair Stewart - feed College
Norman Coleman
‘Abe Oyamada, Nlsel medical student,
discharged veteran of #orld #ar II
4, The Portland Area
a. The Japanese Cemetry Incidents
at N, E, 50th and Fremont
(1) First Incident -~ sugust, 1942
(a) Some acts of vqndilism
(b) Decision of some F.C.H, Caucasians to clean up
cemetery: trim grass and shrubbery, while Japanese
themselves unable to do so
(c) Remark by Commander of Fortland Leglon, Post loe
1: "The Leglon is not going to stand for this!
Itt's a bunch of monkey business," (Report by U.P.)
(d) Arrival of Legilon group, including Sheriff
Martin T. Pratt....some members with guns
(e) Threcat of bloodshed if F,0.R,group persisted in
entering cemetery ... flagrant violation of civil
liberties
(f) Closure of cemetery for the duration by the
sheriff
(g) Protest against act of Portland legiona;res by
some other Leglon posts throughout the U. S,
(2)3econd cemetery incident, July, 1944
(a) Extensive vandalism at cometery
11, Breaking and overturning of over 200 large
eadstones
2+, liarkers uprooted and burned
3l, Grave locations lost in melee
(b) Investigation by George J. Clauss, probation
officer
(See story and pictures in OREGONIAN, July 28, 1944)
b, The Tsubota Case -- Opring, 1945

(1) Tsubota, recent returnee, a Japanese truck gardener
of Maryhill

(2) Threat of boycott at rortland wholesale market

(a) Pressure by Italian truck gardeners on big buyers;
such as Safeway, not to buy from a Japanese.....not
very effective

(3) Present situation quiet

D, Readjustment into home community, housing, re-employment, etc,
1. War Relocation suthority <fileld office Bedell Building,
Portland

a, Responsibility for assisting individual Japanese in
relocating in this exclusion area
b. Dr, Linville and Mrs. Frledman, 1ts capable leaders
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ce Use of establlished permanent agencles ~-- federal, state,
city ~- to assist 1in problems: federzl housing, department
of public welfare, U, 5, employment bureau, etc,
(1) "These agencies will, of course, carry on after the
W R A office 1is closed on January 1, 1946," says lrs,
Friedman
d, Re-employment not too difficult as yaot -- if Japanese
not too particular
(1) Many at warehouse for Russian Jar Relicf
(2) Helpers at restaurants: Bohemilan, L'Abbe, Henry
Thisle , eto,
e, Purchase of hotels and rooming-houses restricted
2, Cltlzen's Committee to aild relocation
a. GClose cooperatlon with J R A -- weekly luncheon neet-
ings to talk business
b, First chairman: Dr., Blair Stewart of Reed College
(now vice-president of City Club)
Present chairman: J4illiam L. Brewster
Ce Subcommittees
(1) Greeting or reception committee
Responsibllity of seeing that Japanese returnees
(usually timid or frightened) greeted 2t train and
have a place to go
(2) Housing committee
(a) Zstablishment of the Japanese Hostel at 31% N. W,
16th ave, for temporary quarters
(IFor information on the hostel and i1ts manager,
liiss Alice Finley, see ippendix -~ Note 48)
(b) Availability of INTERNATIONAL HOUSE for shelter
(See Appendix - linte 49)
(3) Emplovment committee
Responsibility for making work possible for returning
Japanese
3« A hopeful sign
a, Reopening of the Kimoshita Vegetable and Fruit llarket
on Uolumbia Boulevard
(1) Operators: Twin Nisei girls, Mary and iargaret
Kimoshita
(2) First market to reopen
(3) Happy reception and welcome by hundreds of people
living throughout that area and Portland generally
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES . - »

Examining 1llustrated folders on the Nlsei, relocatlon centers,
Japanese-imericans in industry. 4lso Japunese travel folders,
tourist booklets, magazines, etc. (In order to understand the
0ld world backsround of the Japanese-rmericans)

Arranging exhibits of
Japanese art: Hiroshlgo prints, etc.
Japanese art objects: Satauma ware, lacquer, cloisonne, wood-
carving 8 '
Jdpanese costumes: kimonos, obis, happl coats, taby, zorii,
geta, ctc,

Observing demonstrations of

( Japanese musical
instruments (3] Japanese dan

) e
G
-
o
o
13V)

Listening to a talk by a Japanese-imerican leader of Portland
cr ®regon

) Activities of Japanese-americans
) Life at the relocation centers
Scenlc beauty of o0ld Japan

Seeing motion pictures on

\!?\3)—-’

(
(
(2

{

1) Japan to show places in the news

2) Yorth Pacific Area to show route of Japanese
Currsent -- and position of Japman in relation to
the Aleutians, .laska, the Facific HNorthwest

Making maps of (
4

Reading books, pamphlets, ard magazine artieles on the problems

of the American-Japanese {3ee Libllography) -- also bocks showe

Ing traditions and culture of old Japan; such as DAUGHTER cf the
SAMURAIL, by Mrs, Sugimoto, and assembling a new bibliogranhy of

good books and magazines to read on the topics at hand.

(Secure the cooperatiom of the school librarian)

Dlscussing old Japanese culture, customs, religlon: good and
bad elements, accounting for fqnatical nationalism

Making scrap books or picture folders of clippings and pictures,
dealing with traditiqps of 0ld Japan or the problems of »ur
Javanese-imericans

Going on field trips (1) To the Portland Art Museum to learn
about Criental art.
(2) To a Japanese home
‘ (3) To the Japanese Hostel (before Jan. 1,
1946)
(4) To a Japanese-owned flower farm

Presenting a panel discussion on problems now facing the
Japanese-+americans and how they might be solved
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POS3IBLE OUTCOUES

F={

an appreclation of the role played by Japarese-americans in the
development of Oregon

IT A vetter understending of the causes underlying hostility to
the Japanece In Oregon and how to lessen 1t

III An appreciation of the part played by Cregon Nizei in Jerld
dar II

IV A bett-r understanding of the dislocations resulting from
relocation

V 4 clearer understanding of the problems facing the Oregon
Japanese at present -- with possible solutions

VI 4 better understanding of what we can do to help returning
Japanese-americans to find security and happiness

VII 4n acceptance of our ONregon Japancse as real pamericans, worthy
of our trust and friendship ‘
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1. Dr. Plair Stewart, economist, Recd Gollcge.
() s

2. I1dss Alice Finlcy, dircctor of the Japanese Hostel, Fortland.

3. irs. Fanny Friedman, assistant director, W R A Field Office,
Portland.

T

4, ir. J. k. DZichardson, ficld represcntative, W 3 A, Fortland
office.

5. lLrs. C. Z. Cliver, leader oi Japanesc youth, Fortland.

6. Iirs. lMargarct Uyman, Congregational Confcrence, Gresham,
Jregon.

7. r. C. G. Schncidcr, attorncy, secrctary of Japanesc Lx-
eclusion Lcague, Gresham.

3. Thc Reverend Dick Lorgan of the Community Church, Fairview,
Oreion.

9. Lr. John A. Dulin, businecss man, Fairview.
10. The Zevecrend John lMagoon of the Baptist Church, Crcsham.

11. irs. lary Saiki, bulb grower, poct, Caucasian happily
marricd for 30 years to a Japancsc, Greshan.

12. The Reverend L. L. Guderian of the ¥. L. Church, Tigard, Orc.

s

13. INr. Hugh G. [all, ecditor of the Hood River Hcws.

14, r. Wilbur Anderson, county superintendent of schools,
Hood Liver, Oregon.

15. !Ilir. Joc Moyer, mayor of city of IHood Iiver.
16. Iirs. ilax L. Koore, civic leader, liood iver.
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. Hewkom, treasurer of the Apple Growers' Associa-
ion, IIood -

iver.
13. ..r. i. fujimoto, farmcr, ncar Grcshan.

19. Yrs. Tenwyk, manager of INTRRNATION.LL HOUSL, Portland.

20. Irs. Ecity Sale, executive secretary of the Conference of
Christia snd Joews, Portland office.

21. Dr. ilelville Jacobs, anthropologist, U. of ‘Washington, Seattle.

22. liss lLizbel Downs, dean of irls, retired, Lincoln H. S.,
-D £ ] 7 s
Fortland.
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23, M?! llorman Coleman, retired president of Reed College...now
at Lewils and Clark College, Portland

24. Miss Lorene Riley, teacher, Shattuck School, Portland

25, Miss Isabel Gates, director of Christian Iriendliness,
Baptist state organization, Portland

26, Mr, Gus Solomon, attorney, Portland

27. Mrs., label Southworth, teacher, Lincoln High School,
Portland, (Residence near Gresham) .

Also....interviews with over twenty-five Oregon Japanese:
About ten in Hood River
About five in Gresham
dbout ten in Portland
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for her invaluable encouragement
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3 APPENDIX I
NOTES CLARIFYING POINTS IN THE OUTLINE OF SUBJECT HATIER

-- NISET IN U. S. SIRVICE =--

NOTE 1 -- Second Lieutcnant George Komachi, January 1942 graduate of
Portland's Lincoln High School, was among the first to volunteer
when enlistments were opened bo Visei in the spring of 1943, From
the Hunt Center, he went to Camp Shelby, lMississippi, as a trainee
in the 442nd Infantry Bn,, and in a remarkably short time he became
in succession a corporal, sergeant, and staff sergeant., .Jhen the
442nd went over seas, he was held back and helped to train 2 new
group, the 171st. Again when they went over, he stayed, this time
to go to Fort Benning, ueorgia to train as an infantry officer,

He is now stationed at Ft. MoClelland, ﬁlabama, the only Nisei
officer on the post. He sincerely hopes for over-seas service.

NOTE 2 -- Pfc. Roy Komachi, older brother of Gporgo, and a Lincoln
High _grad of 1937, has enﬁaved in the campaigns in both Italy
and France, He bas been woundod twice, and beside the Purple Heart
he has other decorations about which ho is too modest to makc any
statements,

NOTE 3 -- Pfc, Stanley Oba, 1940 graduate of Lincoln High School with
a subsequent year at Portland Univcrsity, will not ¢omec home. He
was a member of the 442nd Infantry and was killed in Italy on ipril
19, 1945, Stanley was a youth of unusu11 capabilities and charact-
er; he was a pre-medic student, and had been assigned under ASTP
until that program was discontinued. He 2lso has a brother in the -
service who has been wounded.

NOTE 4 -- First Lieutenant Jimmy Kanava belonged to the Japanscse
Methodist Church in Portland. He was the first Nisei to cnlist
from Oregon, Durlnc the Italian campalgn he was at first reported

"missing in action", then as a prisoner of war in Germany. Upon
the surrender of the Reich, he was relcased and came to the Hunt
Center to see his parents. Hec won his commission the hard way, by
a field promotion.

NOTE 5 ~- iirst Lieutenant Bill 0da, = tall, handsome "snappy" Nisci
was another Oregon boy who won « iiold promotion. I believe he
was attending the University of Portland at the time of the
evacuation,

NOTE 6 -- First Lieutenant Masami Yoshinari of Hood River was a thirc
Orsgon boy to win a field promotion,

NOTE 7 -~ Dr. K Makadate, graduate of Washington High School and th
University of Oregon Medical School, served 28 a flight surgeon
with the 17th Glider DPivision and Parachute Unit, He was wounded
over Germany and rcceived trceatwent in hospitals in Belgium and
England,



JAPANESE LANGUAGE INSTRUCTORS

NOTE 8 -- James Shiozaki, a native of Reedsport, Oregon, was taken to

Japan at an early age. #When he returned to the United States, he
was high school age, but he spoke no English, He was so sclf-con-
scious and shy, he seemed paralyzed in the presence of strangers.
He attended Jefferson High for a year and a half until the evacua-
tion, when he went to Salt Lake to the Jestminister Presbyterian
Academy, and later to a Chicago High School., He was not able to
receive his diploma there because Jefferson High in Portland failed
to transfer his credits to Chicago.

fs the nced seemed great, Jimmy applied as Japancse language
instructor at several eastern univcrsities, He was accepted at
Yale! At first he taught G,I.'s about what they were likely to
meet in Japan, a2s well as the Japanese language, but rcecently he
has been promoted to teaching officers only -- majors and the like,

Jimmy is a fine example of growth in confidence and self-cx-
pression. He speaks excellent English now and has a most pleasing
personality.

NOTE 9 -~ Fujie Maehara attended not only high school and businesg

college here in FPortland but also a Japanose language school. “he
went to Japan to study in 1938 and returned in 1941, one of the
last Kibei to leave Japan before Pearl Harbor, £Evacuated to
Ontario, she got a secretarial job in an attorney's office, where
she did such fine work she attracted the attention of the publish-
ing staff of THE PACIFIC CITIZEN at Salt Lake City, But cven the
office of this publishing firm did not hold her long., She is now
teaching Japanese language at the University of Michlgan.

NOTE 10 - Masaaki Pujihara was a junior at Lincoln High when he was

NO

evacuated to Hunt, where he wes graduatcd. He attended Ottawa
College until he was of service age; then he went to Fort Schnel-
1ling to take special training in the Japancse language, S0 as to
be of most use to this country.

NISEI IN THE WOMEN'S AUXILIARY CORPS

( AUTHOR'S NOTE: Since the next two cases reflect such a typi-
cal composite picture of the strugglcs of the Nisel, I a‘mﬁdey:pt:?.ng‘h
morc spaceé to them,' These ctories were contributed by i, Aoutnvorth)

TE 11 « Pfc. Grace Giese (nee Kumazawa) enlisted in the WAC lzast
June upon her graduation from the University of HMissouril where she
had majored ¥n bacteriology. Back of hcr graduation, a fact which
she accomplished with high standing and entirely at her own ox-
pense, lies a miniature classic success story, the sort with which
the history of the United States of zmorica 1s replete.

Grace Kumazawa was born in Sherwood, Oregon, on Deccmber 2,
1920, the oldest child of an intelligent Japanese farmer end his
picturc bride. The father had been in the United States since
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1890, had workecd at all sorts of jobs up and down the Pacific .
coast, had acquired an education, and with it a high regard for the
American way of doing things, a regard which he instilled ‘into his
children along with the philosophy that "In the United States you
can get as much education as you want and make a fine and success-
ful 1life for yourself if you are willing to work.,"

Grace is a girl with a high order of intelligence, boundless
good health, and a thoroughly indevendent mind. This latter fact
she demonstrated at the age of sizteen.

The family had moved in the late '20's to a small farm at
Scappoose, Oregon, where the mother and children raised a Zarden
and poultry, kept a cow or two, rabbits, and a growing kennel of
foxes, The father worked for the railroad company, The children
attended the district school, where they were the only Japanese
members; Grace entered Scappoose High School, and the family was
well on the way to successful establishment. But in 1986 the
father was killed in a construction accident., The family, of
course, was eligible for industrial compensation, and as soon as
the news found its way back to Japan, the male relatives there im-
medietely brought pressure to bear upon the widow to return there
with her children, Since there were no relatives herc, the mother
was finally persuaded that she could do better by her family by
going back to Japan, but from the first Grace opposed the idea, .
saying that her father would not want it that way, for he had de-
sired his children to grow up to be "Americans ~- without an
accent!” The girl consented to ;o to Japan as a visitor only, and
she was firm in her determination in the face of pressures from her
Japan=sse relatives and the ultimate tears of her mother. ifter
less than seven months in Japan, during which time shce had not
only puzzled but antagonized her relatives, she departed on her re-
turn to the United States, completely contemptuous of the sacred
folderol of Japanese customs and conventionalities, The bost she
could say for Japan was that the place was "aquaint'.

Upon her return to Oregon she took a job as household helper
and entored Lincoln High School where she was graduated in June,
1940, During her sumacrs she went into the fields to work for the
Japancse farmers around Gresham, and being a strong and skillful
worker, she was able to amass a small bank account and was at all
times well-clothed, properly supplied with books and school equip-
ment, and did not behave any diffeerently from the average girl who
has money for a coke after school and a movie on Saturday afternoon.

In the, fall of 1940 she entered the University of Oregon,

She was supplied with a pretty and suitable wardrobe (which she
had designed and made herself), and she had a job as household
assistant in a professor!s home in Eugene. During her first year
in college she picked up odd jobs of typing and maintained such a
high standard of excellcnce in her scholorshlip that in her second
vecar she was made a lab assistant in the department of biology.
She was making a name for hersclf in the sclence department,



—~28—~

dhen in the spring of 1942 cumc the order for cvacuation. It

was a bitter cxperlence to leave the bsloved university znd enter

an "Asscmbly Center", Life there was almost unbearable for this

ambitious and high-spirited girl, and when, within three weeks of
entering, th:rc came from Lastern Oregon a call for voluntsers to

work in the sugar beet flelds, she and her younger brother and sis-

ter (who had followed her from Japan) volunteered. They spcnt the
summer and until late fall crawling between the beet rows undor tho
blistering sun. Undaunted, they went on to onions, lecttucc, pota-
toes, fruit. The work was hard, the heat terrific, the living con-
ditions in the "labor camp" uncomfortablc: but there wcre compcensa-
tions; there was frecdom from the barbed-wire enclosure, and thsro -
were 2ood wages, In the fall of 1942 Gracc entercd the Collcgo

of Idaho at Caldwell as a junior. She won respect, admiration,

and fricndship there, and she would have romainoed fo graduate oXx-
cept that tho courses in science woere limited. Investigation show-
ed that the University of Missouri had the courscs she desircd and
they would accept her., fifter another summer in the fields, shc
entered the Missouri U in the fall of 1943, 2 scnior in bacteri-
ologye. CShec was happy at dissouri, made muny friends thecre, and it
was there also that sho met Ralph Giesc, an aviation cadet from
Cleveland, Ohio. They were marrizd in Christmas Lve, 1944, Here
we have ono of thc despised "mixcd marriaged". whoether it succcoeds
or not only time can tell., In thec mcantime Pfe, Grace Gicse serves
as chief scrologist wilith the WJAC Modical Detachment at Camp
Crowder, Missouri, :

NOTE 12 -~ Pfc. Francces Kumaza va 1s the youngest of the trio of

Kumazawas who left the ssmmblv Center" to work in the bect flﬂlds.
Aged scventeen, she had just finished her junior year at Grosham
High School, and after her summcr of hard work she entercd Nyssa
High School and was graduatcd in the spring of 1943. Having pass-
ed her cightecnth birthday, she cenlisted in the Army Nurses'
Training Corps and took & year of baszic pre-nursing at the Lastorn
Orecgon College of Education. By the teachers and students there
she was happlly accepted, for shc is an intelligent and charming
girl; but in her dutics on the floor of tho local hospital at

La Grande, shc met bitter antagonism from some of the paticnts,
Morcover, tho hospital at The Dalles, wherc that contingent of
trainces was to cnroll in the fall of 1944, refused to accept a
Nisel, giving as an cxcuse that the hospital was in the Jestern

Defonse Command ~- even after she had special permission from the
War Dcpartment to return therec,

Finally shc was acccpted by a hospital in 3alt Lake, only to
meet with trouble at the University of Utah wherc she mist cnroll
for certain courses in conncction with the nurses! training. Utah
rcfused to rccognize the credits which she had made as a2 high
school freshman in Japan, She had no propcr transcript of these
crcdits, although both Gresham and Nyssa High Schools had acccpted
them, Finally, in shecr cxasperation, Francos transforrcd to the
WAC, and she is now scrving as a mncmber of the Medical Detachment

at Camp Crowder, MMissouri. *




-- HOOD RIVER ORCHARDISTS -~

NOTE 13 - T, Sato, Issei, came to Hood River in 1907 and clearcd land
for cight dolla rs an acre. He was hard-working and thrifty, but
also ambkitious for his children, whom he sent to college.

NOTE 14 -~ Ray Sato, son of 1. Sato, was graduated from Oregon Itate
College in 1940, He is an Pxpert on ingect pests and all matters
pertaining to orchard care, He was one of the first three Japanese
o return to Hood River after the release order of December 17,

He found his big orchard in great need of attention, because the
Caucasian tenants had done no spraying, pruning, nor ferti]'ilrg,
and had let the gophers burrow everywhere, playing havoc with the
irrigation trenches, He and his father pruned the 20 acres of
trees alone, Fortunately for them, another Japanese family has now
moved in to help them through the harvest season.,

NOTE 15 - K, Noji operates two orchards for his sons, the owners, one
of whom is in the service; the other, on call. He came to Hood
River in 1907 and worked his way up. His wife was a picture bride.

NOTE 16 - N, Hamada and his wife were a lonesome and depressed palr
of Isseil when tney returned to their place from the center this
spring. Their two boys are in service and they are growing old,
where could they find help? His two sturdy daughters, aged 20 and
14, respectively, stepped into the breach and are now doing a
creditable job replacing their brothers, Another Japanese and his
wife have also arrived at the farm to give aid; so they are fceling
much more cheerful now, .

NOTE 17 - D, Jatanabe 1lives with his family near 0dell, out from Hood
River, and has a large orchard of apples, pears, cherries. Jhen I
visited him, I found him out spraying trees with the aid of a son
and a daughter, who had just arrived from Salt Lake, where she had
been attending a business college.

~-- NISEI IN THE PROFESSIONS --
OPTOMETRY :

NOTE 18 - Dr. ldewton Uyesugi is a graduate of Lincoln High and North
Pacific College of Optometry, of which he became the owner in later
years. iHe practiced optometry in downtown Portland for three years
and became the president of the Japanese-American Citizen's League,
He was the Tirst to leave the relocation center to attend an east-
ern college -- Zarlham in Indianaz, owned by the Friends, where he.
got his A. B. degree. From 1nstruotor in the Chicago College of
Optome try he advanced to its dean in a very short period of time,
He is working at present on a new course in orthoptics,

MEDICAL STUDENTS:

NOTE 19 - John Uchiyama, born near Corvallis, attended high school
at Cornelius, where his people had bought a farm and bullt a home,




Upon evacuation he went to 3alt Lake City liedical School. Hes is
now in the third year of the Oregon liedical School.

former Portland dentist, is also in
ity of Oregon iedical Qduool Hde 1is

NOTZ 20 - 4be Oyamada, son of a
nis third year at the Univers
a veteran of wWorld War II,

NOTE 21 - Lddie Uyesugi, Newton's brother, also attended Earlham
University He plans now to work for his master'!s dcgree in biolosy
and attend the medical school.

SOCIOLOGIZT:

NOTE 22 - Reiko Qzumana, graduate of Jsfferson High, was at iillamette
University -shen the order came feor svacustion. 3he got her A, B.
degree at Earlham, where she did such outstanding work, she won a
scholarship for L“r master's degrce in socilology at Cﬁloaro Univer-
sity. She is attractive, charming, and her pretty head has more

than its share of brains,

MUSICIAN:

NOTE 23 - Masuko Tsubota, native of laryhill, studied piano for two
yeers at the University of wWashinzton. ihe n she was evacuatced to
Ontario, she worked as a maid, alsc zsccepting the position of or-
ganist at the United Presbyterian Church there, Her talent was so
outstanding that she was given a scholarship to Sterling College,
Kansas, which has a fine music department. She won high honors in.
the national music auditions and wss o warded a course at the Chau-
tauqua summer term in New York, At present she is finishing her |
second yecar in the Julliard School of Iusic in New York City.

TEACHER:

NOTE 24 - Rose Niguma is a successful teacher in the nursery scnool

at University Homes, She has two brothers in service.

SOCTIAL JORKZR:

NOTE 25 - [rances laeda attended Willamette University and the Uni-
versity of Denver. She was active in the Portland Japancse M. E,
Churcn and became secretary of the Girls! Reserve office of the
Portland Y.wW,C.,A, She attended the JORLD CONFURLENCE of CHRISTIAN
YOWUTH at Amsterdam, Holland, in 1939, After evacuation, she ac-
cepted the nposition of private sccretary to iilss Ruth Scabury,
Director of Foreign iiissions for Congregational Christian Churches
headquartcrs, Boston, ' )

NURSE': .

NOTE 26 =~ laye Konno, graduate of Redmond High, came to Portland for
her nursels tralning at Good Samaritan Hospital, where she was
graduated in 1941, She has bcen making her home in St, Louis,
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where she zot her B. 3. denree this spring in Public Health nursing
and whcre she is now doing field work,

~- BUSINESS GIRLS --

i Ogawa, graduate of Hood River High (1942), cvacuatcd
: to Tulc Lake Center, and went from thers to Cleveland, Ohio, where

she wos sceretary in a hish school. She is now working in the
Intcrnational House,

T et s ey

NOTE 27 - iary

WS

local 7 R A office and living at
ﬁrﬁﬂuat-

NOTE 28 - liiyo Tsuboi, small, attractive, good-natured, wus
11'Llf’ years, At idinidoka she

ed I'rom Lincoln High in three and a he
got a clorical job in the supply scction of the administration
areca, In January, 1943, she was mads the secrastary and finally
ended as supecrvisoer!

of Kodmond Union High (1941) acted
Yountain Dental Clinic

| NOTE 29 - Jeanne Koano, graduuate
at biinidoka,

as scceretary and receptionist at the Heart
and later worked in the Relocation Division office
At present she is with the Portland 7 R A staff,

-~ LARLY JAPANESL: IN OREGON -~
"VWV""\'\/\/-——'\’\/V

NOTE 30 - Survivors of #rccked Javancsc Junk off Cape rlattery in
1854.....The junk, “Bound Tor Yeddo, carrying rice and porcelain
#was caught In a typhoon. With rudder smashed, the ship driftc

eastward with thc wind and current for months. The steady diet of

5ot on some fatal disesse -- perhaps beri berl -- and all.
When the junk piled up on the Oregon

ries brovsiit
the crew dicd gXcopt three,
oast juet south of Cape Flattery in January, the survivors were |
The Jupun,ue flnallv 7ere able to scnd
to Dr. McLoughlin at the

Dickcd vp by the Indians,
a messago wrltten in "Crinsse characters”

Vancouver post.

eteaticaimonin..
At bbb

s i,
R

Dr., icLoughlin re the Indians, gathered from
them the main facts of their cxpcericnce, allowed them to attcpd the
school taught by Cyrus Shepard (who TLUOPtS they wero renma rkgolv

scued them from

! studious and that "they made very rapid improvement"), and then
] tried to return them to Japan. In this latter undcrtaling, ne
attempted to enlist English assistance in tspacking open' a Japan-
trade, dut "to no avail.

j ese port to DBritish
The threc survivors sailed for London in November on board the

"Fagle', (laden with the annual carzo of furs), but “hen the
British government could not tzke over the job of returning them to

Japan, another ship of the company sailed them Gto mokyo - only to
They sailed to Macao, China,

meet with a firm denial of entronce, . s
where thoey,settlcd and were uscful in teaching the missionarics
there the Japanosa language.
NOTE 31 - RAMALD MacDONALD, the FIRST THACHER OF ENGLISH in JAPAN,
1842 -~ RanaYld MWacDonald, a native of Oregon, - : the son of
chicf factor of the Hudson's Bay Company, and

Archibald UacDonald,




Princess Sunday, wzs inbued with ¢ zreat desire to visit the for-
bidden land of Japan from which t trange survivors had
come. Thes enthralling and true stor: ccompllow“i tH1g
purpose and lived for many months as a pri Japan is told in
nis own words in a book that readers. may fi n the Oregon Hiztor-
ical Library. (3ee Bikliography.) He traveled in the polite cus-
tody of the Japanese officials all the way from the i1sland of

Yesso in the north to the city of HWagasaki in the south, rccording
his impressions of thils secluded island empire before 1t Tas open-
ed to the outside world and had copied many of the bad habits of
the west, How he finally escaped to tell the %521le makes =zond
reading, too,

g2

The historical sequel 1s this: Not only 4id Ranald IiacDonald

[* learn to speak Japanese but he taught several Japanese to sneak

5 fluent Engliish. One of these young men named Murayama, whom Hac-

(KDonald dezscribes as highly intelligent, a natural born linculist, /
and 2 lovable companion, served as the chiefl interpreter in the

negotiations with Commodore Perry eleven 7ears laterd

NOTE 32 - The First Japanesp Settler in Orepon, Suzuki Kinzo, came
in 1861, a refugee from his native land. Durlng the f%r«ﬂ years
he attended the Portland High School, his natural ability and
studious habits won for him a place at the head of his cl 18ges in
mathematics and history. Years later, while he was in 3an Fran-
cisco, he met the first Japunese delegation ever to visilt the
United 3tates, but he declined their offer to become interpreter
in order to continue his work in Portland. Yowever, later he ac-
cepted a diplomatic job, secrstary of the Japanese d@leg'tion ko

London. s a representative of the Tokyo foreign offic he was a
vigsitor also at the courts of S3Spain and Portugal. .

NOTE 35 - The first Japnanese woman settler in Orepon, miyo IJaloonl
was Dbrought here in 1280 from Japan a8 a young girl Dy a qpbaln
Smith., Six years later S. Takagi came to Portland from San Fran-
cisco and married her. He started a restaurant here, the first
Japanese enterprise in Oregon.

- RELOCA_LION PERIOD ~-

NOTE 34 - Iniie Marumoto Sakano was in the tuberculosis hospital
when the evacuation was ordered. She was allowed to stay here dure-
ing the relocztion period an@ reports that she was very kindly
eateds Her father settled here about forty-five years years ngo.
Fumie 1s 2 graduate of Lincoln High and at present makes her home
with iiss wabel Dowvns. ‘

NOTE 55 - Charles Hoover Uy eda, 16, wss a student at Hunt before h
transferred to Portland, A& qu1nr..jntelligent student,, himself, he
deplored’ the lack of good teachers atb iinidoka -~ and especially
the constant changes in the faculty. (He had nine different
teachers in one of his courses.) Sometimes the seniors had to
take over some classesg, but Charles believes that in a few cases,
they were .more effective as teachers than some of the Caucasia




adults they had,

NOTE 36 - Mary Salki, a resident of Oregon for 37 years, is the
Danish wife of an invalid Japanese, still at liinidoka, ©“he was a
dietician at the Hood River Hospital when she met lir, Saiki and
married him, From 1920 - 1941 they operated a primrose and flower
business in Gresham, =«fter her husband suffered a stroke in 1951,
Mary Saiki continued the business until 1941, when evacuation forc-
ed her to sell at a great loss, Being a Caucasian, she could have
rem2ined outside the relocation camp, but she chose to stay with
her husband, except for a few periods when she would take work out-
side to increase the family income and buy food more edible than
the camp fare, for her husband and herself, Her dietetlc tralning
made her sensitive to the fact that the food was third grade, re-
jected by the army -- some of it moldy. The result was a recurring
epidemic of diarrhea throughout the camp. Mary Saikl has taken
creative writing classes under Lirs. Parsons at the University of
Oregon and has written some poems on Japanese folk-tales that have
been published, Her poem "Common Things" was considered one of the

twenty-five best poems of 1931.

NOTE 37 - T, Yamada, owner of the #abash Hotel in Portland, can
chuclzle now as he tells the story of ©“is return to Portland, one of
the first to arrive after the reclease order on Dec, 17. hile en-
route, he went into the diner and wzs seatcd opposite a burly
looking individual, who demanded to lknow immediately if he were
Japanese or Chinese! Mr. Yamada's dazzd reply surprised him as
much 2s tho stranger: "I -- I'm both!" Fortunately the Caucasian
had a sense of humor and they were soon chatting amicably. Later:
in Portland, when Mr, Yamada had registered at a small hotel, he
discovered the proprictor to be 2 Chinese, who, taking him for a
fellow Chinese, insisted on talking to him in his native tongue.
Mr. Yemada, of course, didn't understand a word, had to admit he
was Japanese, and checked out as quietly as possible.

The best part of his homecoming was the welcome accorded nim
by his many old Caucasian tenants and friends at his hotel.

== ANTI-JAPANESE ACTIVITIES --

NOTE 38 ~ C. G, Schneider, Gresham attorney, secretary of the Japan-
ese Exclusion League, said in an intcrview that he feels he knows
the Japanese very well, that they are entirely different from _
Americans, difficult to understand, and not to be trusted...that
75% of them have dual citizenship, that all dual citizens should be
put out of the country. (We should amend our immigration laws
to oust anybody who does not ask for naturalization papers within
twelve months,) Iir, Schneider beliceves it was a grave mistake to
let the Japnonese come back before the cend of the war, as 1t opens
the door to saboteurs now operating here on a large scale, sending
back messages to Tokyo concerning the location of balloon landings
here on the coast. The Execlusion Leaguc would not cxclude Jows
and other minorities, he said, hcecause there arc really some flne-
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NOTE 39 - Hignlights of Gresham mass meeting, mqrch 13, 1945,

34—

Negroes and Jews, Even Chinesc arc sometimes taken into the liason
lodge, showing that thcy can becomc decent human beings; but there
are no Japancsc Masons; they would have to avow their belief in a

Supremc Being, which Japanesc will not do,

The solution to the problem will come fast .nough, he continu-
ed, aftor our boys get home from thce Pacific., Nobody eut thore
would favor thu roturn of Japancse here, although a few of our

soldiers in Italy might,

Probably the 25 Japanese-American boys from Gresham now in
scrvico arc loyal, As & matter of fact, some of the Nisei hclpced

. ferret out strange Japanese who camc herc just bcfore Pcarl Harbor,

Two of our oldest scttlers in the Gresham community, however, wcre

taken in by the F,B.I. -- which again shows you cannot trust any
of them,

¢2lled
by anti-Japancse group: GC. J, ochacider, tne alrman, LntroduCﬁd
ilre Jarrcn Brwin, stete represcntative, who supportcd a mcmorial
in the LOngldtuPO, advocating permancent cxclusion of the Japan-
ese and stating there would be gucrrilla warfoare if they were not
removed]

Mr, Frey of Hood RiVbr said thc Japancsc population here had
already becen rcduced 20% and he hoped they could kecp it down to

one or two pcople,

Following the introduction of a one-armed Marine veteran from
the Pacific, an attorney from Scattle, lr, Crandell, gave a good
rabble-rousing specch filled with thc usual prcjudiccs:

1. No imerican can compcte with the Japanlsg. Thoy drag down
our standsrd of living,

2. Ther spawn like fish,

3« They are clannish -- and cannot be assimilated.

4, Their children go to American schonls but on Saturday you sco

thosc children "sneak stealthily" to some Japancsc school,

. After four gcnerations herc thoy
h samc deceit,

ct

The only good Jup is o dead Jap.

Mre A. E., McCroskey, also of Scattlc, onc of the two chiof
promotcers of the Northwest movement against the Japancse, spokc on
the program for organization:
a month ducs, to bo uscd in scnding lobbyists to Naohington D. C.,

to print their own newspapers, ctc,

o
.

=7 continuc the same trcachery,

the wlO 00 initiation foc, the 1,00
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