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Editor’s note: This article
is presented as an effort at
impartial analysis of ques-
tions raised by the return .
of Japanese to coastal areas.
The conclusions are those of
the writer,

BY MERVIN G. SHOEMAKER
Btaft Writer, The Oregonian

IT 18 NOT as it was in the
glamorous days of the Oregon
{rail, and not the way the state’s
chambers of commerce would
have it now, but the eyes of the
nation again are turned toward
Oregon—attracted this time by
the clamor over return of the
Japanese to coastal regions.

In its present sfatus it can
hardly be considered good ad-
vertising for the state. Even the
philosophers are sressed to fing
virtue in a boil. In a larger
sense, however, Oregon’s tur-
moil may be of benefit to the
nation, and to its own gain, as
well. Oregon’s prestige, growing
in other fields, has a chance to
be still further enhanced by in-
telligent leadership in solving a
problem that is becoming in-
creasingly acute over the na-
tion. 4

Tt a1l began as a local matter,
it does not remain local, how-
ever, when the citiizens of Prov-
idence, R. I, twist their mouths
when they say “Oregon.’ Nei-
ther is it any longer a local
mattier when the self-righteous
in far corners of the nation beat
Oregon farmers over the head
with a club that is onethird
jdealism and two-thirds ignor-
ance. ®

1t is quite likely that much
of the national condemnation of
Oregon farmers and others Is
prompted by a subconscious
feeling of guilt on the part of
those living in communities
where racial discrimination is
still a festering sore—unopened
and untreated. There is fire be-
hind the smoke of southern poll
fax arguments and Delroit riots.
Other criticism, of course, is
prompted by strong feeling for
tolerance and human rights; it
is only to be hoped that these
critics are as candid with their
home situation as they are with
Oregon'’s, :

OREGON:

Hold Opposition
Is Home Defense

The Japanese question in this
country is much bigger than is
indicated by the numbers in-
volved—either in Japanese tﬁ ;
be pr(‘ﬂer?ed, Tarmers Who clain
their interests threatened, or
those actuated by plain preju- |
dice, It is as big as the com-
hined total of all minority )
groups in the nation—-racial, re
liglous, economic or political,

E. B. MacNaughton, president
of the First National pank, Port-
land,>was only about half-kid-
ding in one statement of a talk
madd’, 4t a Gresham, meeting
held recgntly for the purpose of
qnunte%tipgvanti-Japanese sen-
timent, He was pointing out the
possible consequences, of dis
crimination = against minority
groups. o

“Yon might even turn against
the bankers again,” he said, “as
you did in 1930 and 1831."

In this particular case it is

in its parlow; But all parts of the
nation should listen carefully to
the evidence and the arguments,
even though the decision' may
seem . a foregone conclusion.
There-will be other trials else-

. where. Oregon should remem- !

ber this in ,taking care what |
precedents are set, 4
In common with a great many
controversies, the issues of the
Japanese question are cohfused
hy the tendency of exponents to !
over-simplify, and the refusal of '
the great body of citizens to!
give'it any thought at all, or ac-
cept any responsibility for its
solution, The awakening of this|
group to its responsihility is an
absolute requisite to any intelli-
gent and lasting solution——and
that goes for the nation as well)
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pther arguments, many of which
have an odor. This has not only
stimulated their avowed opposi
tion, but to a considerable ex-
tent has alienated those willing
to take a reasonable view of the
matter,

The Hood River case against
the Japanese,
heard in any attempt at fair ap- |
praisal of the situation, is sober-

by
Legion post, which is better
known for the ill-starred re-
moval from its service honor
roll of the names of 16 nisei
serving in the United States

army. They have since been re-:

placed.
JAPANESE:

Branded as Clannish
In Hood River Valley

cipal grievanees, They assert
fore the war constituted a clan-
nish, self-contained 10 per cent

of the population of the valley,

with reasonable evidence of out- |

ly set forth in a pamphlet issued |
the Hood River American |

. to be picked up by the FBI

which must be{

vacuees;

| quasi-land owners and financed

their operations.” The Hood

River Japanese leader was the =

second Japanesé in the valley

when war began,.the statemgnt
says, and is now in custody of
the government at Santa Fe,

“The other type (of leader)
was known as -Buddhist priest,
or missionary (either Buddhist
or Christian),” states the pam-
phlet. “Their occupation was to
build Buddhist temples and
community houses. The opera- !
tions of the Black Dragon soci-
ety and general undercover
work came from these temples. |
Many of the so-called priests;
were officers of the Japanese
army and navy.

“The community houses were |
for rural communities, They
were used for the occasional
meetings ofvadults and the al-
most daily (afternoon) assembly
of grade school childm% These
meetings were called. language |
schools. They taught Shinto, the
Japanese way of life,"and wor-
ship of the living desgendants of
the sun god, the empgror, From
earliest childhood, American-:
born Japanese were carcfully;
screened from the American;
way of life. The public schools

' had them a {few hours a day,

Hood River people question
the good faith of their prewar '
neighbors in vaicing their prin- |

side control, an aim at domina |

:

%

five days a week, for nine

months a year, but paid Shinto
teachers and Shinto parents’had

that the Japanese element be. ' them all the other days and

hours . . . The result of careful
supervision in finance and in-
doctrination was a shock to the;
people of the Pacific coast states
after Pearl Harbor. i

. THE SUNDAY OQREGONIAN, MAY

“The above should have béen

the story of a valuable group of
citizens, but for their own prac
tice of racial segregation, They,
not the white people, enforced
it. They are a pleasant, cour

t teous people, and, if they had so

desired, could have had a large
part in the civil and social life
of the community. . . . Here in
several of our rural schools the
Japanese constituted a large ma-
jority. Despite this fact, no dis-
crimination has in the past been
practiced against them. They
were eligible to participate, and
many of them did participate, in
all the school programs. They
were fairly graded in their
school work, and many of them
were taps of'near tops in grade
and high gchool. Their with-
drawal from social life of the
community began of their own
volition at ‘about high school

w
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In defending  their position
against alleged Japanese en-
croachment,. the Hood River
people put into figures what the
Irish have always mean{ when

they sﬁgak of the Ould Sod.
Hood River valley is approxi-
mately eight miles wide and 20
miles Tong.

. “Now just what are we fight-
ing for?” demands the pam-
phlet. “Well, just for the most
modernized rural community in
the world . . . The National Elec-
tric Light association has rated
us highest because: 85 per cent
of ourrural homes have electric
lights; safe water from munici-
pal pipelines is available to all
rural homes; we have more

—

Soon after controversy over the evacuees broke into the open, signs directed against Japanese-
Americans who may be réturning to their former homes in and near Gresham appeared in a8
. humber ot business establishments there. Ralph Hannan (above) posted ons In hls store.

tion of the vallé:;;, 'axidua sy.SAtem COMMUNIT"Y:I /

of indoctrination which balked

the efforts of public schools to;

Americanize the younger gener-

ation, An .equivalent situaﬁoni

here would mean some 35,000
Japanese living In thg,Pprtland
city limits.

“About 45 years ago,” reads
the background material in the
Hood River pamphlet, “the first
Japanese came here as common
laborers. Shortly thereafter
they began buying land, and
‘picture brides’ were imported.
In 1823, purchase of land by
alien-born Japanese was prohib-
ited' by state law. Very shortly
a detour around this law was
devised, Land was bought for
minor gnd infant Japanese. By
almost annual child-bearing the
‘picture .- brides’ furnished a
broad highway to ownership of

the best Jands on the west
coast,” § ¥is

e ﬁ@g*m year; 0,” the
pam li,‘t tinuesyMwo types
of Japaness appeared to direct

and contypl all;persons of Japa-
nese ancesiry,?

One of these, says the pam-
phlet, was the bankers and

ness leade
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who "selected the |”

Given High Rating v

By Federal Agency,
“Here in Hood Hi‘\?el‘:‘ in a;
very few years, the , apanese‘{
colony grew to a1m0§ pxactly ¢
10 per cent of the go:ﬁﬁ!aticm.
They owned 2898 acres, 7.8 per |}
cent of total farm land in Hood
River county; 1596 acres in or-
chards, 15.7 per cent of total
orchards; and 241 acres in truck
and potaloes, 76 per cent of tlze
total. However, they owned 40
per cent of the Bartlett pear
production in this' county, and
the final check-up showsd they
owned 20 per cent, in dollar
value, of all farm production in
1941, It is an astonishing total.
The Japanesé do not have the
highest percentage production;
their man-hours per "unit of
value is much higher than that
of other farmers. Their good
showing is the result of careful
supervision in purchase of the
best land only, the unfailing in-
gustry of men, women and chil-

ren. | :

“tniles of hard roads per acre of |

cultivation than any other farm
community; we have complete
and adequate irrigation for all
farm acreage. And finally, we
have achieved co-operative con-
trol for the sale of our farm pro-

‘l'duce. Did the Japanese do this?
\They did not, It was done en-
‘itirely without them.”

' The other side of the current
argument is’ hot given its full
significance if it is called “the
case for the Japapese.” Actually
it is a case for+#olerance, for ob-
servance of human and consti-
tiitional rights; a case for the
preservation of this country's
democratic form of government.

i The fine Hood River valley

community—and other commu-
nities where return’of the Japa-
nese  is ‘meeting opposition—
could never have grown and
prospered without the prindiples

enunciated in this case,

long

M B
27, 1845

FARMERS:

Oppogition Held
As H%n;u Detfense

The Hood River and Gresham
farmers have given many ‘the
impression that their ogpositmng
to Japanese is nothing but-mali- |
ciously selfish race discrimina-
tion. Actually, the farmers.do
not consider that to be at all ihe
case. They *maintain that they
are simply defending their/
homes against encroachment of
a tightly knit, highly organized:
foreign gruu{J which, in the past, |
has made slight effort toward!
Americanization, Of course.)
they are not talking about the
many Japanese who have tgken
part in Portland community life
in the past, and will do so again.

The best that crities have had
to say for the farmers was that
their motives are economic—
not patriotic. In this respect, of
course, the farmers are no dif-
ferent from labor unions or the ¢
National Association of Manu- '
facturers. People usually do not |
feel it necessary to apologize for |
looking out for themselves eco- |
_nqmicalLyf a L




' MEETINGS:

Held at Gresham
To Discuss Topic

“Charles A. Sprague, Salem,’

i former governor of Oregon anc !
| president of the Oregon Council;
jof Churches, struck at one of
Most of its points were cov- !‘the mainstatys of Ufle 'rl)lans f«::ri

x ibarring return o apanese,

ered by fthe speakers: al the {which is that their present dis-

. Gresham meeting previously ||5cation makes this the best
| mentioned, which was held in |time ever for uprooting them,
the high school auditorium 'He did this by reducing the

there, and attended by approx-
imately 600 persons. Called by
LheRciuz‘eInf' c;)m{?ittee, headled | elemental, component.
y Rev, John L. Magoon, pastor p )
of the Bethel Baptist church at |  i0e Japanese were evacuat-
Gresham, this meeting followed | ed from their homes as a meas-
shortly after two sessions at the | ure of war necessity,” he assert-
53;“9 815(719 b tlhe goreg(i“ Prop»! ed. “When that necessity no
erty Ownerg league, Inc, an; i .
anti-Japanese organization, both }gnagr?r ﬁ;;fg:; ﬁg‘:;gn "f%rkf,:]e%epr_
of which drew larger crowds, in ta(em away.”
The possible ultimate effect gDr Norman Coleman of *
rof minarity discrimination was 'y o\ic and Clark college, who |
emphasized at this meeting by has t}a\/eled in Japan and has(
had experience with Japanese !
students here, said that young |
Japanese quickly make adjust-
ments, and tend to become
good ci!izelns‘n’rl;i\i,g i}t{ mgynpe
: noted, is admitted by Hoo iv-
scapegoat, as Hitler used the . people, who claim that this
Jews,"” he declared. "If this tendency was thwarted in their
. should happen, it will not be the community by outside control.
D Japanese alone, because they Both Dr. Coleman and Mr.h
are too small a minority to have  MacNaughton asserted that the:
any apparent significance. Japanese is just as anxious for
“It may be the Negroes or the i high return for his effort as is
Filipinos, or both, if racial| the wﬁ!t%,!"man, andl both dis- |
hatreds are stimulated. It may| counted the validity of the “low :
be the Jews or the Catholics, or| gtandard of living” argument.
' both, if religious prejudices are Another principal speaker at
inflamed. It may be the mer-' this Gresham meeting was Har-
chants or the farmers, or em- ‘old S, Fistere, Seattle, area_su-

question to its smallest, mbst

Mr. MacNaughton, .

{  “Those who look forward to
postwar dislocations of our na-
tional economy are greatly con-
cerned about the possibility that
public hystéria may produce a

N

i ployers or labor unions, if in-; spervisor for the war relocation ; without relocation activities of
! "dustrial lines are drawn. It may| authority, which has done a ;l the last three years.

be the ‘haves’ against the ‘hgwe-i; good enough and bad enough
nots’ if economic distinctions{
are made.”
J The Portland banker present. .
<« | ed the Gresham group's propo- Fistere pointed out to the
¢+ sal for a law, or constitutional, group that the army and the
amendment, to exclude Japa-! United States supreme court
nese as an attack on f\mdameuv; have laid down the law on re-
tal Americanism, i turn OlfdJapaQ\(;ifAm fhde coe;zt,
and pledged s aid in the
MacNAUGHTON: ens\u};g movement of the evac-
Volced His Views uees to their former homes. !
On Vital Problem

| This, of course, is only an exten- |
! sion of what has been a major
“It must be apparent that if gar; of t}gxe WE](A‘st.Job irgm the
s " eginning—relocation of ~ per-
it is proposed lo enact a law by . sons of Japanese ancestry. WRA
which persons of Japanese an-| representatives, on occasion, !
. cestry may be excluded from  have been less than tactful in
this or any other area of this | de{;ililng‘k\;}/ith farmex;s,but on ﬂfe
i +whole ey have been simply
_ state or of the United States, 415 the job laid out for them,
| quch ﬂh’aw W““‘ddP‘N;“y V;O‘ale ""The WRA actually is entitled
i both the state and national con- |/ B
; stitutions,” he stated. “But the %’ to kudos—not dead cats—irom
i point I make is not only that it | Hood River and Gresham farm-
! would violate constitutional lim- ;, ers. Of the 107,000 Japanese‘i
| itations; it would attack the fun- i evacuated from coastal homes, |
' damental underlying value of || some 40,000 Lave been relocat- |
.; the very thing which its advo- [ ed outside the western defense
| cates. would intend to protect | cominand—a high percentage ot}
| and . preserve—the American }: these being scattergd through-i
+ way of life.” | out_the east and midwest, Oth-

task that catches brick-bats
from several directions.

. sold the idea of a constitutional

| moters. moré than the: move-

! favor, not a hardship. (No Kan-
{ sas jokes, please.) The WRA has
: made the present problem much

job with a hard and thankless .| POLICE:

t and courteous people.”Peace of-

' tually all localitie

P
e
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" In support of their arguments, pefsons favoring return of Japanese point to loyalty of many
in the armed services, such as Sgt. Masami Yoshinari (above) of Portland, who is shown re-
geiving battlefield promotion to second lieutenant from Gen. Mark Clark in Italy. (AP phota.).

; still in relocation ceniers

will go to the interior, rather !
than return to the coast. Hood |
River farmers all along have
been willing to settle for wider
distribution of the Japanese.
Most Gresham farmers felt the
same- until they were recently

amendment to expel all Japa-
nese from the United States,
which, 'some observers have
said, probably will help the pro-

ment. *

The WRA, fromn the very be-
ginning, has shown considerably
better over-all understanding of
the Japanese question on the
west coast than have many oth-
erg expressing opinions. Segre-
gation of racial or national
minorities has long been recog-
nized as out-of-line with melting
pot principles, to say the least.
When it became necessary to
evacuate Japanese for security
reasons, it was recognized as a
golden opportunity to work for
assimilation of a racial minor-
ity. From a relocation center to
freedom in the midwest was a

smaller than it would have been !

Say Japanese K
Observe Laws

There should be no tongue in RN L
cheek at this view of Japanese
relocation. Individual Japanese
have proven their good cilizen- |
ship qualities time and again.

Hiroshi Sunamoto was first American-born Japanese to re-
turn to Hillsboro after lifting of ban in coastal area. He is
o : pictured receiving rifles taken from him after Pearl Harbor
posinttksleouﬁmg:ieylg;:ra g":{gsshgﬁz from Sheriff J. W. Connell of Washington county.

2 z . There is a measiifé of coercion
ficers say that membérs of this | in the sales talk. But, from this
group are among thosé eausing ; distance, neither does it argue
officers the least trouble. Dis.| 28ainst Hood River's idea of a
tributed over the ntion, they Proper solutidn to its local prob-
are being well receivedt in v lem of long standing. Portland- |

e di ers cannot be sure what their
own attitude would be toward
| any 35,000-person group that re-
sisted assimilation..As long as
Hood River's action is within
legal limits, and in reasonably
good taste, the best judgment
phasized, argues in favor of ce- | Will be that which takes account
ercive action againsteturning | 0 the cause, as well as the ef-
Japanese. It does nofqven argue | {€¢t He is rasn, at best, who
in favor of Hood River's actjon | Proclaims that he would he ever
in forming a corporation to buy | 50 much holier than a Hood
land _held by the Japanese. iRwerAfarmer if he were in ths
el et latter’s place.

! In order to get their blood
! pressure down, persons fighting
the Japanese in this country
must realize that the WRA's re-
location program could not be
100 per cent effective, and rela

tively few people care that it is
not, Those who return to the
| coast can be “written off by the
| WRA; they must be enfered in

is di
bution is of benef  "the Japa-
nese themselves, as wall'ds alle-
viating what has préven a local
irritant in many patt& of the
west.e . il

None of this, it t‘\m}t be em-




‘Where Do They Belong|

7REVIOVS

Continued From Page &
the books as this rection's shar
in the distribution of a racia
grounp over the nation. There
will always be some Japanése
on the west coast, just as there
will always be Negroes, Meth-
odists,  Jéws, lalians—and &
few republicans. It will not be
as difficult to live with them as
we are told by folks who thump
their chests and point to lurid
posters.

The Japanese question thus
far has been argued principally
by two groups—those who op
pose return of the evacuees, and
those who vigorously assert the
right of the evacuees to go
where they please. The measure
of justification for the stand of
Hood River and Gresham farm-
ers is obscured and colored by
their admitted self-interest. The
judgment of the other group is
biased by the fervor of its laud-
able defense of human rights
and constitutional guarantees.
Each is fighting for what it be-
lieves to be right, and neither
can be blamed for the fact that
only the extremes are repre-
sented.

The fault for this condition
lies with an estimated 80 to 80
per cent of the people—those
who “simply cannot be both-
ered.” That goes not only for
Portland and Oregon, but for
the whole United States, which
is daily pounding closer to a
race crisis of many phases. We
do not have to go far for a
startling parallel. When hombs
fell on Peatl Harbor we remem
bered our hared yawns at warn-
ings against letting national
defense facilities fall to danger-
ous levels. Must there be a
racial Pear] Harbor?

It was this large group that

Mr. MacNaughton was address-
ing, rather than simply the 600
persons in the Gresham high
auditorium, e

school when

made one of the most cagent
observations of his talk. It was
in the nature of a
great masg of comfort-seeking
citizens who will have to give
the race roblem serious
thought before it is solved.

“No men in this' modern
world,” he declared, ‘‘can es-
cape participating in this adven-
ture of making society stable
and successful, It is not error,
per se, but complacency in
error, which has forever bedev-
iled the life of man, and it
always will while we allow it
td prevail.”

We do not have to let more
Japanese into the counfry in
the postwar period. But those
who are here must be consid-
ered as humans: and those who
were born here, as citizens.
Many of their ancestors were
brought here originally for
American exploitation of the
low standard of living that is
now deplored.

Let there be some program
of regulation apd educatjon
which will protect their rights
and advance their Americanism
and at the same time protect
the American rights of those
with  whom they compete.
Broaden this program to in-
clude all minorities who might
attract the attention of the
short-sighted. Let it be accom-
plished and furthered by a
growing awakening that toler-
ance is a prime requisite of
Americanism; that emotional
fury is no sign of either patri-
otism or common sense

All this may be a large order.
But ours is a8 country founded
on great principle. Part of the
principle is that we must share
the resronsibilny for preserv-
ing both our liberties and our
standard of living, Those who
deny or shirk their share of this
responsibility are inviting dis-
aster at home as we strive for
peace over the world.

lea to the |i
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