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April 27, 1945

War Relocation Authority, Attention: Edward Berman.
11th floor, Stephen Girard Bldg.,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Gentlemen:

This is to confirm our conversation of April 27th and to
insure you that Local 929 of the International Teamsters, has already
accepted Japanese americans into membership of our union, and will con-
tinue to do so on an equal basis with men of every other race, color, or
creed, and in fact this union discriminates against no one on accout of
race, color or creed.

We also wish to assure you, that the same equal treatment
will be accorded any loyal person of Japanese ancestry who wishes to en-
ter this industry in any capacity what so ever, whether in the retail
or wholesale business, as is accorded any other person, as long as they
follow the rules and regulations of the Union and industry.

Respectfully yours,

5)/Goldberg,

AG:TS

The cover picture shows Mr. and Mrs. Eishichiro George Koiwai, Issei from Seattle and Minidoka,
with their son and daughter-in-law Pfc. and Mrs. Eichi Karl Koiwai, in the garden at the

rear of their Philadelphia residence. The Koiwais have another son, Toshiyuki Henry, who is
chairman of the Philadelphia Nisei Council. Mr. Koiwai is employed by a cleaning firm. Eichi
Karl attends Hahnemann Medical College, and his wife is a surgical hurse at Germantown Hospital.
Toshiyuki Henry was graduated in June 1945 from the course in business administration at

' Temple University.
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VESSAGES FROM PHIIADELPHIANS -~ KEU AdD OLD* -

any of us who have relccated in the Fast believe thiat we have found many more
‘job opportunities and less racial discrimination than in the West. Because of

his many of us have decided to make the East our permanent homes. We have
~ found Philadelphia especially good in relocetion because of the numerous Caucasian
 friends who have gone out of their way to aid us in our adjustment to the city,
truly making Philadelphia the 'city of brotherly love,'

~ ™Mje have no intention of atteipting to convince you to come to Philadelphia, or

" the East. These are natters of individual concern. Yet we féel that during

. your consideration for relocation, there may come a time when you would like to

. have more facts about Philadelphia and its possibilities. In this connection we
. would like to help you, and we foel we may be of some assistance with our experi-
. ences of the past which we here can relate to you." :

o hgie New Philadelphians

Seoxesk koK

1gitizens of this city have no antagonistic feeling toward people of Japanese
ancestry but are very friendly toward us, sspecially the Quakers. Their deeds
‘of kindness are bottom-reaching.

~ "For Nisei and Issei there are many opportunities particularly if they have

" gpecial training., Generally speaking, however, most of them had to be con-
tented with unskilled jobs. As in any other city, there is competition with
the Negro people in low tvype of jobs, so Japanese should have special training.
ie for independent businesses, I suggest hotel, restaurant, laundry, grocery, -
‘ath;.which would not take a large amount of moncy to start., Ve should never

" forget to cooperate with Nisei, and through them we can find cooperation with
he Aucricans and find prosrcss by so doing. I do not know anything in the
jeld of agriculture, so those who wish to know anything in that line must go
to experts in farming.

STt is alike every where that we have difficult times finding houses. However,

Vif the poople move in, bliey cal managc to settle dowm. The climatic condition

Sherc, both winter and sumnsr, is quitc scvere. We can ncver find a place like
alifornia. 1In the past we werc over-blosscd in living i a statc likc California.”

Dwight Takashi Uchida, Issci
Topaz
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sc statcments appcarcé originally in Penn Notcs, newsletter issucd monthly
he Nisei Steering Committce of Philadelphia, which recently changed its name
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wTPhe undcrstanding and fricndship of many havc meant much, My employment in a
biocheniical rcscarch laboratory is an opportunity I could not scecurc in Califor-
nia, I likc¢ Philadelphia and would have you consider it as a possiblc'place to
live with your family.”

Iafayctte Noda, Granada :
Ex-Chairman, Philadclphia Nisci Council
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- n0ne of the encouraging aspccts of rclocation has been the way the Nisci have
been welecomed into the local churches. It is reassuring that the relocated Nisei
arc attending churchcs and finding fellowship.

"As their circle of activitics widen, the Nisei arc beginning to fecl more at
home and devecloping a sense of belonging. It is our hope that as the Nisei
become scttled, more will find their way to somc church where they may participate |
and make a valuable contribution to the religious and social lifc of the
community."

Hiroshi Uychara, Rohwer o
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, Tt is most gratifying as one gcets about Philadelphia thesc days to find more of
i the good pcople of the city intercsted in their friends from the relocation

: ccnters and wanting to-know how thcy can help in resettlemcnt. All the nicest
Japanesc Americans must have comc to Philadclphia, and we arc very happy to have
them hcrc, and very proud of the diffcrcnt. jobs they have done since they came
and the various ways in which they have cntered into the activitics of the city.
The Hostel has certainly proved & very happy venturs, and we hope to sce many
new faccs from the Reloecation Centcrs during the coming ycar. We extend to all
a very hearty welcomec, with the promisc that we will cooperatec in every way
possible to get those coming to Philadelphia permancntly and happily locatcd in
what we belicve is onc of the pleasantcst cities in which to livc and work.!

Henry Lec Willet, Chairman
Citizens Coopcrating Committcc and
Hostel's Board of Dircctors
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most of our peoplc have comec from Europcan or ncar Eastern countries, We have
thercforc been cspeéially grateful for thc rclocatcd Japancse Americans and
hopc that more will make Philadelphia thcir homc. Comc and join usi™

Marian Lantz, Dircctor
Intcrnational Institute

ek skooksk




i
v

Mje believe that most of the Philadelphia Nisei would agree that ours is a
friendly city, and somehow 'homier! thar most large cities we know, The Nisei
lgﬁoup is doing its share to uphold this tradition, not only by joining in the
“affairs sponsored by other groups, but also Ly carrying on a full social program
- of its own under the guidance of Grayce aneds, Lafayette Noda, Mariko Ozaki, and
' others. A fairly recent added feature has he~1 a church service for the Issei
- conducted in Japanese,

. "To you, wherever you are, who are looking for a likely place to establish your

home and family, the Philadelphia area offsrs a great diversity of job opportu-
nities from secretarial work to fa*mlng, uO ieg for sale in any part of the city
- or suburbs, and most of all, a warm and fricndly welcomei"

En. E. w. J. Schmitt, Pastor
Toenezer Methodist Church
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700 EVACUEES LIVE IN PHIIADEI.PHIA--
A FAMTLY CITY AND EDUCATIONAL CENTER

On June 1, 1945, more.than 1750 resettiers were living in the Philadelphia
WRA district, which embraces most of Penngylvania, Southern New Jersey, the
Eastern shore of Maryland, and the State of Dslaware, lMost of the resettlers
reside within an area having a radius of 50 miles. Some 700 are living and
working within the Philadelphia metropolitan area. In addition to the many
Issei living only 4O miles away-at Seabrcok Faris, there are 146 Issei parents -
settled with their children in Philadelphia, The Issei are able to visit one
another frequently, -and they have social esvents togethér and with their children..
One hundred fourteen of the Issei are employed in 25 dlffcrent types of work,
ranging from. janitors to translatorse

Very few of the hundrcds of Nisei are her- without their families, In fact,
70 per cent of Philadclphia's resettlers arc ii. complete family groups, supposedly
the highest percentage of family rclocation i the eountry. The Nisci are
enployed in about 70 diffcerent types of jobs, many on a skillcd and professional
level., Philadclphia, in addition to being a family city, is an cducational
center. Porhaps that is why ncarly 165 Nisci erc attending gradc and high
schiools, -eollcgcs, and post-graduatc institnutions, Twenty-cight of them are
cadct nurses, and so Nisci girls in the stunning rcd and grey uniform of the
Cadet Nurse Corps are froquently secn on the streets of Philadelphia.

Over 115 resettlers, mostly in large family groups, arc living on truck
farms, most of which arc locatcd within a half hour by bus from Philadclphia.
Some of them have grown children employed in the city who visit them frequcntly,
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WAR MANPOWER COMMISSION FORECASTS GOOD EMPLOYMENT PROSPECTS--
PRESENT AND POST-WAR

" Philadclphia is thc sccond most critical manpower shortagc arca in the
country (Newark, N.J., becing the first). According to thc War Manpowcr Com-
mission Arca Statcments for March-April 1945, Philadclphia has cmployment
prospccts that are "very good in all ma jor inéustrics, as continucd expansion
is foreccast. . « . Becausc of the diversificd naturc of industrics in this arca
conyersion to peacetime pursuits will offer many opportunitics. . . « Extensive
post—war planning cnvisions quick conversion of facilitics. « . ." Many employers
are ready with plans for, and some are alrcady starting the production of
civilian goods.

Under "Jobs TImmediatecly Avai lable," the War lianpower Commission bulletin
adds: "A large number of unskilled male workers are in dcuend in all war
industries and most civilian industries. Many typcs of skilled, semi-skilled,
and traince positions arc open in both war and civilian industries. U. Se
Government establishments and private industry have thousands of clerical,
professional, and tcchnical jobs which are going unfillcd becausc of lack of
qualified applicants.” The bulletin also states that the Philadelphia "cost of
living, including food, rent, clothing, fuel, etec., continucs below the national
averagec."

RESETTLEMENT ASSISTANCE AND CTHER COMMUNITY AIDS

Assistance ig available to resettlcrs in the Philadclphia district, as in-
other parts of the country, from funds transf.rred to the Social Security Board
by the WRA and dispcnsed as necded by local hcirds of the Department of Public -
Assisbance in Pennsylvania and by county wclfore boards in New Jcerscy, Maryland,
and Dclawarc,.

The Philadelphia County Board of the Pennsylvania Department of Public
Assistance was one of the first local governme:rtal agencies in the country to
be called on for cooperation in the resettlement assistance program, The
County Board has helped gquite a number of evacuee families to reestablish them-
selves in Philadelphia,

This help has béen made available to resettlers not only in Philadelphia
itself but in rural sections of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Maryland, In
one instance a share-crop family had no means of getting along until their crops
came in., The County Department of Public Assistance provided this family with
funds until the harvest,

There has been no "red tape" nor any undue delay in meeting these requests,
In Philadelphia, resettlement assistance is normally received within a few days
after it has been requested. In emergenciss it has even been granted the same
day, '
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In quite a number of instances resettlement assistance funds have been made
available for emergency medical purposes, In a number of instances, burial
costs have been paid, Expectant mothers have been provided with maternity care
and nurscry supplies. :

Effective June 1, 1945, WRA will provide assistance through grants issued
at the center to thosc who need only tenporary agsistance, such as furniturc and
household equipment during the initial adjustment period, Accordingly, local
welfarc agencics will no longer nced to provide assistance during the adjustment
period,

Rescttlement assistancc funds will continue to bc available through local
welfare agencies to meéet unforcseen necds oceurring after the family's resettle-
ment, due to illness, uncmployncnt, and similer difficulties, In these matters,
the welfere agencies in and nocar Philadclphia will continuc to render a high
standard of understanding, helpful serviecs to rosettlars,

The public agencics administcring resettlemont assistance funds have also
. been helpful to resettlers in other vays. For examplc, a professional man who
- was working and earning a very good salary nceded somc advice as to whether he
should open an office in the place wherc he was living, Did the cormunity nced
one? Could he get help in cquipping an office and capunity support for his
- project? This doctor did not need resettlement assistance, but whon he talked
over his problem with the County Assistance Director the latier beeame inter-
- ésted, madc inquirics which determined that it would bo a good thing for this
' office to be opened, cstablished contacts for the doctor to get the advicc he
‘Dceded, and at this writing is attempting to arrange a loan which will ¢nable
L the doctor to become recstablishcd.

In addition to thc agencies distributing resettlenent assistance funds there
aré in Philadelphia many public¢ and privatc social organizations which are
interested in aiding Issei and Hisei to rcsettle.

The International Institute in Philadelphia, for examplc, has beconc a
‘center of Japancse-American social and cultural activity. Thce Institutc sponsors
activities which arc of special intcrost to Japancse Amcrican groups. There are
also activitics which cnable Issci and Nisci to meot Caucasians, including many
persons of other national origins, in an atmosphere of mutual respecet and
ndcrstanding.

The American Fricnds Scrvice Committec, which has its national headguarters
eross the strect from the WRA officc, not only materially hcelps local rescttlers
find housing, but frequently counscls persons who nced advicc.,

. The Japanesc American Hational Student Rclocation Counecil is another ageney
“éch has its hcadquarters in Philedelphia and which has bcen very. helpful to
tudents in Philadclphia,



“would be provided without cmbirrassment vo th

The Family Socicty of Philadelphia, a private family agoney, providces
agsistance in complcete privacy for rescttlers as well as for Philadclphia
residents rcquiring its aid. . Herc is a typical instance of such assiatances
Recently a center communicated with the Philadelphia WRA officc abou’ a girl
in scrious personal difficultics, The office was askcd whether gh: could come
te Philadelphia ond receive the friepdship, -help, nmcdical care. touining. and
2id in planping which she nceded, Above. nll, she wanted aesurance taat her
personal situation could be kopt in the strictest ceafidenec. When consulted,

ated

.

hat dmmediatc and compehent hclp
girl.  On arrvival-in -niladelphl
she was met at the station by o capable, fricrndly social worker of thc Family
Socicty. This woman hclped the girl to get over a trying poriod and is now
working closcly with her rcgarding her every-day nceds and her plons for the
TUEUTE S

There arc hundreds of other social agcncics in Philadclphic which provide
pcrsons with such scrvices as personal and family counscling, vocational I
cuidance and training, re-training and rehabilitation for handicapped pooplc, '
and adult education. These organizaticns, associatced in the Philadclphia Councili
of Social Agcnecies, rmaintain on information service whieh hos becy vory hclpful
%o rcsottlers in Philadelphia, An oxomplc of the Councilts participation in the
rcloeation program wos a meeting on roscttlcment which it sponsorcd for its ' 5
woaber agencics  Guring May in the Socizl Scrviee Building of Philadclphia, At
113 meebing the probloms faced by rcsecttlers were discusscd and plans werc made
rcr the further coordination of efforts by all Philadclphia social agencies in o9
behalf of rescttlcrs, '

o

RESETTLERS FIND HOMES THRCUGHOUT CITY AND SUBURBS

The 700 evacuces who have alrcady rcsettled in Philadelphia have found
living gquartcrs in 2ll parts of thc city cnd in almost every onc of thc suburbans
tovms.  Therc is no colony of persons of Japancsc ahccstry in Philadclphia, and 8
no familics arc residing in slum districts. Quite a fcw familics arc residing
ir the vicinity of the Philadclphia Hostcl, which is locatecd only 20 minutes by
strzet car from the ccnter of the city, Significantly, the hostcl residents in %
reeent months have includced a largcer proportion than beforc of familics that
neve come out from the conters as complctc units,

Sorie familics arc living in houscs for war workcrs which havc bocn -rccondis~
tioned by the Federal Public Housing Autherity. This agency has also rccently
¢nablcd some rescttlers to move into large housing projcects ncar Phniladciphia ﬂ
where additional apartients arcec available, : L

A number of familics have solved their housing problem by acccpting work |
situations in privote homes which have provided excellcnt housing for the cntire
femily. Some of thosc situations cnable members of the fomily to cececpt full- :
time outside employment. A number of collcege students and other young persons
hove token "board-and-room" or part-time jobs with private familics so that they
could continuc with thcir studics or work as apprentices at a new tradce. R

.
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Although a fow familics of Japancsc anccstry have met with discrimination
while scarching for a living place, thesc instances arc dcfinitely exccptional,
Many familics, on the contrary, have received thc friendly assistance of rcal
estate agents and apartment housc owncrs in discovering housing leads and in
obtaining places from thcm,

Most evacucec familics with two or three children live in apartments of
thrce or four rooms for which thc rentals rangc from $45 to $50 monthly. A
few familics have found houscs in the city which providc as many as cight rooms
for a monthly rcntal of $50, but such houscs arc scarce and difficult to find.
Several families have purchascd, or arc arranging to purchase, thcir’ own homes
in various parts of th¢ city. One family has purchased for about $4,000 an
8-room house in a typical Philadelphia street of "row" houscs, that is, houscs
attached to onc anothcr, In another ncighborhood of dectached houses, a sccond
family rceently bought a 10-room housc for about $6,000.

Philadclphia's poepulation of approximatecly 2,000,000 persons is sprecad over
an area of 12% 71/ squarc miles., Because of the rural beauty of Philadelphials
suburbs, a pattern of living in the country and working in thc¢ city has developed
among many of its residents., Most of the people, both in the city proper and its
suburbs, live in private dwellings. Therc are good storcs, schools, ‘and churchecs
in cach of the many ncighborhoods which make up Philadelphia and in cach suburb,

Exccllent transportation facilitics cnable onc to rcach downtown Philadélphia
from most parts of the city in 20 or 30 minutes. Subway and clevated trains,
buses, and strect cars provide frequent and rapid service,  Trolley farcs are
eight cents cach or two for 15 ccnts., Suburban rcsidents do much of their
commuting by local trains., Since most of thc suburbs are within 10 milcs of
the city, the time spent in commuting usually docs not excecd one half hour each
way. There is even a commuters! train which never leaves the city limits,

The ma jority of sevacuees now living in Philadelphia and vicinity have found
housing through thc excellent aid of Mr. Robertson M. Fort, scerctary for
Japanesc American Rclocation of the American Friends Scrvice Committee, which
has its national headquarters in Philadelphia, Mr,., Fort!s officc also serves as
a clearing housc for housing information developcd by othecr agencics., These °
include the Philadelphia Nisci Council, formerly the Nisci Steering Committcc, -
the hostel staff, the Citizens Cooperating Committce, the Philadclphia Hemcs

P Registration Scrvice, and the local WRA rclocation officc.

Information about currcntly availablc apartrcnts and houscs, togcther with
suggcstions for cvacuccs sccking family accommodations, arc given in the follow-

b ing lctter., It was prcpared by Mr. Fort of thc Amcrican Fricnds Scrvice
' Committcc as a housc~hunting guide for Philadclphia rescttlers,
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S0 YOU ARE LOOKING FOR HOUSING?

April 11, 1945

Dear Friend:

S0 you are looking for housing? Well, the housing problem in Philadelphia. is a
problem-~-but there is housing available ‘Sc don't got discouraged. Here are a
few p01nters which might help you in your search,

When you flrst arrive in the City of Brotherly-Love,‘don't be too depressed at
the first sight of gray, dark-looking buildings. Remember that Philadelphia is
a very old city, as well as the second largest industrial city in the country.
You will find that the Easterr and Mid-Western citics are not as new, nor as
clean, as the West Coast citics wers before the war, but the housing that is
&vailable is good, substantial housing, It is not substandard, and millions of
Philadelphians find it comiortable and pleasant to live in.

The first thing to do when you are ready to start housing hunting is to buy a
map of the city at any drugstore. Pick an area to live in that you think will
be suitable, then concentrate on that area, Rcad all the classified ads in the
local newspapers and then start walking, hecause it takes plenty of walking,

¢o first to the American Friends Service Committee for informetion on housing
in any given area, possible leads, and housing conditions in that area. After
receiving the information, (o to the area that you have chosen and look at the
advertisements., Do I ot let any grass grow under your feet in getting there
because apartments are rented quickly, and it might be gone if you put off
going right away, :

When you approach the first house, go up and ring the bell and assuume without
any question that the apartment will be rented to you, because nine out of ten
times it will be, There is very little discrimination here,  There is some,
but not very much, If the apartment is available, your chances of securing it
are almost as good as anyone Uluc'a, but if the ala“tnent is taken or the lande
lady states that it is gone, takec her word for it; the chances are that she is
telling the truth, Sometimes, even if you ar: told that the apartment is gone,
you may ‘still sece a sign outside the door saying "Apartments for Rent."
However, in many cascs that sign is a pormencnt one and stays there whether or
not therc arc any vacancies., The turnover is so great these days that these
signs remain as a nermancnt fixture.

If the apartument is still available, look at it carefully. Sec what possibi=-
lities there arc to the apartment. It may be a little dirty or need a little
pairting, but rcmember that there isa shortage of labor thesc days, and
landlords arc not ablc to keep their apartments up, as they were formerly able
to do, 5o if you think the apartment looks all right, or has possibilities of
looking that way, teke it, becausc if you tell the owner that you vant to go
off to think it over, or to look at other apartments, the chances arc that the
apartment will not be there when you return, Look as much as you want to, but
if you see an apartment that has possibilitics, take it., Don't think that
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housing in any section of the country is better now than before the wars It's .,
not. Most people would prefer to live in much nicer apartments, but the nice
‘apartments have deteriorated because of the war and you have to take what you
can find.

If, in your looking, you see an apartment which is all right but not suitable

for your purposes, call Robertson M. Fort at the American Friends Service
Committee office, RITtenhouse 9372, right away so that I can pass it ‘on to others
who are looking also, When you are pounding the pavements, don't pass by
"Jacancy" signs. Don't say, "Oh, they always mean only sleeping rooms." There
may be apartments also hiding behind that sign. When walking around, stop in
all the neighborhood real estate firms that you come across. It doesn't hurt,
Many firms may have nothing, but then again, they might. Apartments move very
fast.

One, two or three room apartments are available in large nunberse, The rental
ranges in price from $32.50 unfurnished to $60. The furnished apartments are

in the same price range. Four, five and six room apartments are scarce, but can
be found by perseverance and continued searching, The prices range unfurnished
at $45 up. The furnished ones begin at around $60., Houses for rent are extreme-
ly rare and range in price from $50 up, There are many houses for sale ranging
in price from $3,500 for a row house in the city to $50,000 in the suburbs for
an estate. ) .

Once an apartment is decided on, pay a deposit to hold the apartment until you
move in. It is usually well to pay a half of the first month's rent as a deposite

Leases on apartments vary from none at all, month to month, three, six and
twelve months'! leases. In signing a year's lease, it is well to insert in the
lcase the Army and Navy clause, which states that if the occupant is transferred
out of town after four months of occupancy, the lease may be broken upon a
month's notice to the landlord,

After you are finally located in an apartment and settled, volunteer your time

to help other people sccure their housing. Because they have to go through the
same thing that you did and the more people that help, thc more homes and
apartments are turned up. I admit, it's not much fun to pound the pavements

and help one another on housing, but it's the only way that it can be found.

You cannot find housing if you stick your head outside the door of your temporary
home and look around and say, "Oh, there's no housing," and go back in and closc
the door,

If there are children in your family, you will find in some cascs that some
apartment houses will not take children, but you will be able to find some that
will, so don't get discouraged ovcr that.
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Don't get discouraged and don't hesitate to call on us any timc that you want to.
Don't think you arc bothering us, or any of your friends, because you aréh't,
The latch string is always out to you, '

Please contact - - - - - Robortson }. Fort
" American Fricnds Service Committce
" Room 601, 1201 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania
Phonc - RITtcnhousc 9372 7

&

for any further help or information.

OTHER PAMPHLETS FROVIDL ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT PHILADELPHIA

Center rcsidénts who wish to consider the Philadelphia district in their
rclocation planning will find much additional helpful information in previously
“igsued WRA pamphlets which can be sccurcd at the rclocation office. These
include "Facts About Philadcliphia,™ an illustrated pamphlct available in
Japancsc as well as English, and "Thc Philadelphia Hostcl--Rcscttloment Gatcway
to Pennsylvania and Southern ilew Jersey." [Thc monthly Field Bullctin should
also be consulted regarding the range of rclocation opportunitics and the
currcntly aveilablc situations in the Philadslphia district. The center relo-
cation office can also providc dctailed descripbtions of newly dcveloped job
offers of'spccial intercst, which the Philadciphia WRA officc rcgularly forwards
to thc ccnters. The Philadelphia staff is proparing for carly distribution at
thc centers a pamphlct which will includc statuacnts by rcpresentatives of morec
than 20 complcte family groups regarding their rcasons for rescttling in the
Philadelphia district and for dcciding to remain thore, i

a

Inﬁcrcsted pecrsons can also corsult Philadelphia arca maps, pamphlcts,
bulletins, and agricultural matcrial in thc relocation officc and library.

June, 1945

T
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